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your care : in thefe you have been long e^cerciled witli great 
honour and luccefi ; and by thele you have gained die aftec~ 
tion of foreign princes, as well as of our own Ibvercign. 

Politcnels joined widi dignity, a juft difccmment with an 
ealy addreft, and a facility of exprefling die noblcft fend- 
nients in the moft becoming language, are endowments uni- 
verfafly allowed to your lordship : fuch qualities liavejuftly 
recommended you to the efteeni of that prince, who makes 
die welfere of lus fubjedls die great end of his government. 
May your lordship long enjoy, under his happy reign, all 
die pleafures and advantages wlrich are due to your diftin- 
guiflied inedt. I am, with great relpedt. 

My lord. 

Your lordship’s 


EontJoT, 
January, 1753, 


moft obedient" 

humble fervant. 


Jonas Hanway. 
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, {l and employment in the ferStceof /ibeg, whom be murders •, be mar^ 
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IV, T.(Ehmas kouli khan reduces khorasan and hcrat. He returns in triumph 
to MESCHED, with the bead of the governor of iizAAT. Shah 'pxwuM fends an 

VoL.lV. ' fa einiaffa-^ 

I Viz. FATEV Atl KHAN XHAJAR. 
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V o L. IV, PARTI. 

THE 

BIRTH AND LIFE 

O F 

NADIR K O U L I, 

From 1687, 

Tiel his putting T.®HMAS SHAH 
IN POSSESSION OF MESCHED in 1727. 

CHAP. I. 

The name of the Persian ufurper, bis births capitviiy, robberies, and 
employment in the fervice of a beg, •whom he murders^ be marries the 
daughter of the deceafed, and retires into the mountains : bis engage- 
ment in the fervice of the governor of kuorasan : he commands an ex- 
pedition againji the ousbegs, acquires great honour, and is aftermards 
dtfgraced, 

T he Sovereign of the univer/e, who hves the periods of empires, 
and reftrains the wild ambition of princes, had now prepared 
an inflrumcnt of his vengeance to cliaftife the Afghans, whole 
cruelties had filled Persia with blood. Thcif triumphs drew near an 
end: the hour approached, in which the Persians were to take ample fa- 
tisfadion for all the ravages committed bj thofe ufurpers, irom the death 
VoL. IV. A of 
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1:727. of GUEGiiiN KHAN *, to their invafion of peusia and for all the dread- 
furcalaindties they'ha'J occalidned-tluring rh.irperiod Y' “ ' f " 

About this rime appeared, with a more diftinguiflied eclat, nadir 
KotiEi, the hiftory of whofe life" and aElioils will bver feem wonderful, 
hecaufe they are really fo, and npt ^he , fiflions of romance, or the flat- 
tery of panegytills : eharaflers Tike^ his, will excite the curlofity, and 
command the ^attention of pofterlty, fo long as the lives of great men, 
and accounts of great aQions, continue the objeft of hiftorical enquiry. 
We fli'all here find a man, whole birth and beginning were fo obfeure, 
as with difficulty to be traced out ; condufling to aii iflue, with amazing 
refoIution"and fteadinefs, opportunities he had worked out for himlelf; 
planning with deliberation and forefight, the fabrick of his future fortune ; 
and carrying his 'defigns into execution, with an unvfearied application, 
till, like other mighty conquerors before him, he became terrible to asia, 
and the undoubted rubiter of the 'call. He changed his name, as he 
changed the lituations of his fortune, which has bccafioned fome per- 
plexity. hU real name was NADIR KouL, or NADIR KouLi Nadir, 
both in the Turkish and Persian languages, fignifies wonderful , which 
epithet is ufed by the makommedans to defign the particular attribute 
of the deity, as we ordinarily fay the Almighty ; tho’ the ufe and cufloni 
of PERSIA gives it to people of the loweft rank of life. When shah 
T iEHMAs made him a khan ', as we fhall have occafion to relate, he ho- 
noured him with the addition of his own name ; and this lafl is one of 
the higheft dignities that can be bellowed by the monarchs of Persia, 
He was then tjehmas kouei khan*^; and tho’ koul fignifies a Have, 
in this fenfe it is the highell badge of honour in the call. Afterwards, 
when he became the fovereign of Persia, he realTumed his name nadir, 
with the addition of siiaii'j tho' as he mull be ever conlidercd as an 
ufurper, tire name by whicli he has been moll known, and probably 
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will continue to be known, to pofterity in eoroee, is TiEHMAt'' KODi.r 
KHAN. 

Thdugli authors feem at length agreed about his original name, their ’ 
accounts differ in fome particulars with regard to his birth, his family, and 
firft appearance iii life As to himfelt helbmetitnes boafted of themcan- 
nels of his cxtraflion, at others, policy or caprice induced him to claim 
a relation to ginghiz khan, the great Turkoman conqueror, and alfo to 
TAMERLANE I havcnotyet feen any aceountfofitisfaiaory and confident, 
aswhat I received in Persia, and lam tlie more inclmed to acquiefce m 
It, becaufe, tho' there are v cry few reports of things, in wluch the eersi.vns 
agree yet in the circumdances I am now about to relate, people of tlie 
mod underdanding, and of the heft intelligenee, unanimoufly concurred. 

According to thefe accounts, NAUiR'was born in the jear 1687, at a ,53 
village, or more probably m a tent, a few days journey “= to the fouth-ead 
of MESCHED, hot far from kailat'.' He was defeended from the af- 
SHARS, who are a tribe of tartars, and fubjefts of Persia . they live 
for the mod part by hufbandry, and fupply the Persians with horfes 
and ciulc The name of nadir’s father was ima.m kouli, whole fitua- 
tion of life was fucli, that he earned his bread by making caps and dieep- 
Ikin coats, which is the apparel of the lowed of the common people in 
PERSIA Nadir himlclf was bred up fo no other employment than tliat 
of a lliepherd, and being only thirteen years of ago when IMAM koulI 
died, he was left in fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to gather 
dicks in the avoods, for the fupport of himfelf and his mother, and carry 
them to market on an afs and a camel”, which were his only patrimony. 
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It is'recorded jol ihim, that when he was returning in triumph from 
bis conqueft of indiAj he happened to pafs near the place of his nativity, 

. where he made a fet Ipeech to his chief captains, in vvhicii he rel/ted in 
what manner, he had pafled the early part of his life; and, in particular, 
mentioned the feeding^ liis father’s camel, concluding to this eifedl : “You 
“ now fee, to what a height it, has. plcafed the Almighty to exalt me; 
•S from hence learn not to defpife men of low eftatc.” 

1704. About the year 1704, when he was 17 or 18 years of age, the ousbeg 
TARTARS made an irruption into khorasan, where they put many of 
the inhabitants to the fword, and carried others into flavery; among the 
laftwere nadir kouli and his mother: Ihe died in captivity, but he 
J708. made his efcape in 1708^ and returned to khorasan. From this time 
we hear no more of him, till with'fome of his companions he robbed a 
flock of flieep " j the money which this produced, enabled him to retire 
into the' mountains: however, we do hot find that he continued the pro-* 
1712, fefltott of 0 robber for any length of' time, but entered into the fervice of' 
a BEO, by whom he was employed as a courier. He was 'once charged 
1 - with difpatches of importance to the Persian court at Isfahan, and 
fent in company with another courier, as is frequently pradtifed in peh-i 
siA. Whether NADIR was ambitious of being the foie carrier of thefe 
difpatches ; or, whether his fellow-courier did not travel fail enough j or 
for fome other fecret reafon, he killed him. ’ After his arrival at Isfa- 
han, he told his ftory fo well, that he procured admittance to the 

miniflers 

companion and fcUoW'Ubourcr in ranging the wood*, was created a khan, and gmnted the privilege 
of wcanng ibe heron’s fcsihcri on the left Ade* this u one of the hig! cA nurks of favour u 
rCRtiAi for their kings wear ihcfe plumes upon-ihc nght, as a badge of the r fovcreign'/. Thu 
xTin died at xislak^ aa on embofly to aostiA. N&Dia> upon corfetrng thofehocoun upon horn* 
fpoke there words, ** Do not grow proad» but remember the ifs, and the p cht ig of (licks " /4ni 
(0 U eas I74$> czlak ate, a yu'h^^Qu or uptam. dcciated^ ibac UAQia koulI, having forcictly 
borrowed of him 50 bosmans of wheat, uh ch is about the value of d< rty ihJIIings of cur monet, 
he h,ad oftea vmpoituned both kaosk aout.i oai his brother, who wav a(,crwA,dv vsaMiivs Kiun, 
for pa) meet of it { and that at length they did repay him thirty bo.r'i.'is of the f fiy V/hat is (i '1 
jawe rtsaaiVob’e, aij snore convircaig of the tiodv, afvtr he afcr'dtd the ihroce of rstsiA, he 
took no ICC of th,is incideat in a puhhe loanrcr, and reproached icitiK sro for his unme/c/u! im> 
j^rtuniiy, but did not py the ballance of thtf debt of pov cn> , rujrtake any further rxtice of the oua, 

• Net of hit f.ihcr’», as fooe wrivcn mcntioo. Cor he v^os olrc-d) dtaii nor do we fnd (lio’ 

•»f*le nugU be la bet^ circumllioc«J that hj father wu over is*dcr of a llotk of fUtp. 
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mmiAers of siiAH SUI.TAN iiussein, to whom ho ailigned fuch plaufible ipjj 
reafons for his condufl on the road, tint he was not only acquiued, but 
received prefcnts, and was font back with anfwers to the letters he had 
brought. I His mafter, however, received him with filch a countenance, 
as gave reafon to fufpeft that he meditated his'daftniflion. Nadjr per- 
ceiving this, refolved to kill his mailer; to which he was the more in- 
duced, from a violent pallion he had conceived for his daughter, whom 
he had demanded in marriage, but was refufed. After the murder was 
perpetrated, he took the lady away, and retired into the mountains. One 
effefl of this enterprize was the birth of RtZA kouli myrza, vvhofe 
genius and 'difpoGtion had fo great a referoblahce with his father’s. This 
defperate action having acquired him a reputation for courage, fonie of 
the domeftics of his late mailer, the beg, joined him, and they became 
robbers : in this llation they continued for fome lime, as favourable op- 
jiortunities occurred. Nadir at length offered hisfervice toTSABum KiiA.'j 
governor of khorasan “, by whom he was accepted m the capacity of a 
gentleman ullier ' 

‘ Itmay feem llrange, thatachief of agangof free-booters, ihould here- 1714- 
ceived into the family of a governor of a province, and have an honourable 
office bellowed on him. But this will not appear fucb a matter of furprize, 
ifiwe confider the great extent of country, and that nadir’s robberies were 
for the moft part in maz ander an, which is three or four hundred miles' 
dillant from mescued , add to this, that a man of perfonal Arength and 
bravery generally meets with a favourable reception in Persia, without be- 
ing much queAioned concerning his manner of life. Befidcs, the revolt of 
MIR VAIS had alarmed the cartern provinces, as it gave occaGon for the 
TARTARS to make frequent inroads; lb that men of a promiling figure, 

or 

• He tail aJfo ilic tu5e of Btr^iR bsc, or lord of Tiitfe t hid oeaCoa w oi- ^ 

{’liui i there jc not abo^e three or foar »n the enpire « of nhos) otic »» alrt-a^s $xed is k <oka- 
SAB thu pto\trcc }ia* been gercrall)* corCdriid a»a hiPi,«!on>, -nd the gotcrriBrnt given to lie 
hi fon, or iic«retl rcli von fonve are pi I fince wisbuilc *Iot j tl»» frostjcr, tu fic* 

^CDt the rcLifon of ilvei vataks, cf »h»h thrreare lill ftwne'cmiir* { bat juah aoai the ctf at 
rftnoved fe\rril thoalind finilm &oa other province*, and bro-ghtthrT» h«h*r, alledging that a wall 
cf ilcfli UAS the moftoTcaail barncr asutll aa cccroyi and SAOia afer dm example £icJ fevcral ' 
f.TuLo cfjBtvs and cnaitTiANf, as well if UAiiouMCOAMi, initijciuo, to foiac cf when 
hs leal moac/ :o iraic, to o-hcn Unda «erc a/Cgcod to cilunn. f Estx acasw. 
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1714. or remarkable for their gallant behaviour, were fure of being 'acceptable j 
and thus we may reconcile the conduft of the governor of kuorasan. 

, The PERSIANS are all^fuppofed to be foldiers upon occafion^ and it 
may be prefumed, that nadir’s reputation for courage and great perfonal 
ftrengtb, were recommendations more prevalent than virtue, or any polite 
accomplilhment. But without being bred at comt, from the ftrength of 
his own genius and difcernment, he was a mafter of the arts 'of addrefs, 
and having a mind unreftrained by any moral confideration, he infinuated 
himfelf into the affedlions of thofe, whom he afterwards made no fcruple 
to deftroy. He behaved fo well in this new fervice, that he won the 
heart of his mafter; and, under the fpecious pretence of deliring to pleale, 
he concealed his 'ambition. The fatisfadbion he exprcffed in his prefent 
Ctuation, induced his companions to believe, that to be faithful in the 
caufe he efpoufed, was the virtue he afpired at raoft ; however, he af- 
fedted a particular zeal for fome, whilft he ihewed a coldnefs for others, 
as they feemed more or lefs inclined to pleafe him. 
jyiy. The diftreftes’ of Persia increafing, he had not been long in the fer- • 
vice of BABULU KHAN, before a command in the army was given him, 
in which he behaved with great intrepidity, in feveral fkirmiflies with 
the TARTARS of KHiEVAand BOKHARA, who frequently made inroads on 
1719.. the frontiers of khorasan. EZADALBAn being already mafter of He- 
rat, and the kourds in the weft making incurfrons into irac agemi; 
thefe TARTARS', who are generally called ousbegs’, came this year in a 
body of above 10,000 men, and began to lay wafte the moll fertile plains 
of KHORASAN, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoufands 
into captivity. In this emergency BABUnu khan coUedled all his forces, 
whicli did not c.vcced 6000 men, and of thefe part were infantry. His 
officers Ihewed a rcludlance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, 
agiinft a people of fuch known bravery as the tartars. Nadir kouli , 

, however, had diftercut fentiments of the matter, and from Ills experience of 
■ the valour of the khan's troops, he offered his fervice to marcli at their 
head againft thefe ravagers ; declaring at the lame time, tliat he would cn- 

1 See \ ol III. pijTc Ci, 63, (: f (, * Of IfjdcpcnJaci tartary, • TfJi tto.J ue 

1 C KCJt.OBcd to Cgtuf) fftc lAficpcedoU. 
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t • > * ^ 

gage h|S life upon tlie event. Nadir’s military virtues were evidently fu- /y 19. 
perior to thofe of the officers about the khan, though he was not then’ 
above 33 years of age. The khan was fo fenfible of this, that he had al- 
ready given him the command of 1 000 ’ ; and not having the Icaft doubt of 
his fidelity, he accepted the offer, and conferred upon him tlie command of 
his troops, during the intended expedition, whilft himfelf remained in the 
city, to keep good order, and prevent the inhabitants from following the 
e.xample of thofe of Herat, who had rcvolted.three years before. Several 
of the officers refufed to ad under this new general, but their place was 
foon fupplied by others, whom nadir approved of. ' 

The ouSBEGS were already advanced to the banks of the river tedjen, 
within a few days march of aiesched. Nadir having with great appli- 
cation provided what was neceffar'y for the expedition, matched at the head 
of his troops in fearch of the enemy, who were pillaging at large; how- 
ever, the news of the approach of a Persian army brought them toge- 
ther, and they prepared for battle ; their numbers being almofl double to 
thofe under nadir’s command. We have no particular account of this 
affion, but in general terms, that the tartars, according to their ordi- 
nary cuftora, charged with great fury. Nadir having feledled a proper 
hround, and encouraged his men, Rood the fliock; and when the tar- 
tars by their own impetuofity were in Ibmc difordcr, the Persian troops 
mnie a gemi-A dofshasge. wf tb.ew wv. sHWh. dis-v: 

fibres and battle-axes, put them to flight, deftroying near 3000, and re- 
taking all their plunder and captives, which were very conliderable. 

Nadir, elated with this his firfl viftory, returned in triumph to aies- 
CHED, where he was received with great expreffions of joy. The fire 
of bis ambition now began to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the confeiouf- 
nefs of his fervices, but demanded to be confirmed in his office of general, 
under the command o'f babulu khan: this gosernoraffuredhim that he 
would write to court in his favour, and that nothing fliould be wanting 

Qii 

* ComciaiiScri of 1000 are calittt uiM SAIHI, Aafc v neSeri ran rflam a rc-iwibraace of the 
erplaaation of raaslAN won!,, I fliaU avo d iheai as lu^har poltblc. but when ibey iscccltarily 
occur, J Hall occaCooally taeoaon liair Cgrjicaaco, tbo' lie (mx v, Olds fto-Id have btci aheady 
cxpluaed la oliicr peJts of thij ttOflej * 
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on bis part; to reward his merit. Whether it was that babulu khan 
did not aa ingenuonfly and agreeable to bis pvosnife; or that the weak 
admlniftration of shah sultan hussein evaded the promotion of nadir, 
is uncertain i he was however mucli incenfed at his difappointmcnt. 
What added to his refentment, was to fee a perfon much younger than 
himfelf, and a relation of babulu khan, witliout either experience or 
abilities, placed in his command. Under thefe circumftances, nadir 
demanded of the khan the reafons of fo unjull a condudl ; and with a 
ferocity peculiar to him, made no fcruple to declare his,opinion, that the 
KHAN had not aflcd as a man of honour. This infolent behaviour obli- 
ged the governor to alter his coiidudt; fo that from the higheft com- 
mendations of nadir’s valour,' he condemned him to be beaten, in the 
fevereft manner, on the foies of his feet '. _What contributed to this diC- 
grace, was the envy of nadir’s abilities as a foldier, among fevcral offi- 
cers of diftinflion in the Persian troops. It is eafy to imagine that a 
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could but ill brook fuch indignities j he 
* therefore retired from mescked to feek fome new adventure. 


C H A P. II. 

Nadir retires ta kjclat, and is svell recehed by bis unck. Frosts thence 
be retreats to the tttomlaitts, where be fortns a ftrong -farty, and robs 
for feveral years. Fhe AFGHANS take Isfahan. Sef o din beg 
deferts shah Tajhmas. Nadir’j uncle obtains a pardon for his nephew 
oj the suAit. Hadir's treacherous condsslt in feizing IZJELAT i be beats 
aflrong party of the Afghans^ takes nichabux, and reinforces bis 
arttty with looo ssten, 

N adir being thus turned loofe into the world, applied his thoughts 
immediately how to retrieve his fortunes, and do himfelf that 
juibcc, which he could not obtain of babulu kha.n. His uncle ", a 

chief 

< Thu U common to FciTbns cf UieJiglcUlajitt ia rmin. See Vol I • I; 

tosy teem ilm e ABtt'e fxdtee Ao-tlS intc Uenacep ^.Aer. .i I Lt oocte ch cCof 



Chap. ir. , ^ NADIR SHAH., . 

chief of one of the tribes of thCiAFSiiARs,^ commanded at K.fflLAT, a 1719. 
ilrong hold, about ten days journey from mesched to him he applied, 
and complained of the hard treatment he had met with in the king’s 
fervice. His uncle entertained him forVome time, till his intrigues 
he began to difeover ambitious deligns ; and nadir thus ^becoming an 
objeft of jealoufy, was obliged to retire. ■ ' ‘ ‘ 

' I 

Nadir was now determined to feck a fupport by the arts of violence, 
in which he was a thorough proficient ; experience having taught him, 
that he could not procure a fubfiftence in a manner fultable to his va(t 
defires, by'any other means. It is probable, he had already planned a 
defign of getting pofTeffion of KiELAT j however, he retired, for the third 
time, into the mountains, where he returned to his old trade of robbery, 

Maghmud having invaded Persia, and compelled the unfortunate 1722# 
HUSSciN to yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the provinces 
were involved in great confufioa and diftrefs : this afforded the better op- 
portunity to nadir, to colled a body of men of delperate fortunes, many 
of whom had already ferved under him as foldicrs. After robbing fevcral 
caravans, he foon acquired riches enough to bring together the number of 
fevtn or eight hundred men of approved refolution; and iiaving fixed a 
rendezvous in the mountains, they made incurfions into khorasaNj and 
the adjacent provinces, laying the country under fuch contributions as they 
^leafed to Im^ofe. • 

The AFGHANS, though in poffefiion of Isfahan, were not fufiiciently 
numerous to make a rapid conqueft of tlic whole empire j fevcral pro- 
vinces and cities in the heart of it, as well as the frontiers, refufed to fubmitj 
and thereby cut them out work for fome time. As to t.£U*mas, the 
fourth fon of uussein'*, who made his efcape from xsfaiian, and was 

now 

a tnbf, and governor of RyzLAT , bu: not To flraoge ai \ a Din** o'vo fortune VVTicr, anJ by wh-t ^ 
mcani, tlve uncle became cKef of a fjbe, 1 l»now not, but it u not fo di^culcto comprehtod, iow> 
oac brother may be m caiy circumllarccs -nJ ibc oJicr poor, wbil*! wef-c fo many revoLlioni m . 
hunaA .Ju-rs la suRore, and many more .n ajia, • Hu fit*! fon was jerrie utaia, 

whom the Biinillcn of suah kusscik had odvC caafed to bccorfin'%5, from an appichcrfion c'ot 
he had too niLtli coatag- aud fagacity to fuJTcr llut infiniOJsadiairilixauon, forwl werefo 

d-hngtnCicd, ard u ijpr..fjmeJ that iha prince wts ,Jten.afd5 pat todc*ti by the xfCtiAui. 

voL. ly. B 
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1722. now confidered as the lawful heir of the Persian monarchy, he was 
rather a fugitive himfelf, than in a capacity of fuppoiting order and go- 
vernment in thofe provinces not yet fubjedted to the Afghans ; and was 

1724. now content with an obfcure life, in the province of mazanderan. In 
the interim, the Turks feized upon the provinces in the weft and fouth 
weft; and the Russians conquered the wcftern coaft of the Caspian, in- 
cluding great part of chii-AN. However, as foon as T.FHMAS was infor- 
med that the king his father had abdicated his right to the fovereignty ; 
he, in quality of fuccelTor, took the title of shah, by whidi name we 
fhall call him, tho' he can hardly be faid to have been more than a no- 
minal king. I 

1726. Whilft he was negotiating fecret treaties with the provinces that pro- 

„ feffed any fidelity to him, or fending embaflies to implore the afiiftance 

of the neighbouring ftates, nadir extended his lawlefs fovereignty in the 
eaftetn frontiers, living on fpoil, and exadling what he thought- neceflary 
^ for the fuppott of himfelf and his followers. 

1727. About five years palled under thefe circumftances; when, at length, 
TAJHJtAS colledled a little army; but his father’s fortune ftill purfued him. 
One of his principal generals, sef o din beg, a chief of the bayots *, 
having given fome offence, and being apptehenfive of punilhment, fled 
from TXHMAs’s camp with the troops under his command, which were 

, no iefs than 1500 men, and joined nadir kouli, who was then in the 

fame province of khorasan. The union of their forces compofed a 
'body of 2 or 3000 men, which the adjacent country was compelled to 
fupport : this formidable body was within 30 leagues of k.£lat, fo that 
nadir’s uncle began to .be much alarmed,, left his nephew Ihould attempt 
'to diflodge him from his^ftrong hold: in order, therefore, to fupport a 
good underftanding, he wrote to him in very obliging terms, intimating 
, diat he had now a lair opportunity of making his fortune, by engaging 
, _ in the fervice of his lawful fovereign shah TjEhmas; who, he was fure 
would pardon him, and all his followers. Nadir fcemed to relilh the 
propofal, and delired his uncle to procure the king’s pardon, which he 
'1 would 


t Tbcfe arc the iahahicauts of dgst oayao, a Jillnd in eoui]£stah. 
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would ^gladly accept: accordingly the uncle reprefented the cafe to 'the 
SHAH, who, tho’ he knew nadir to be a moft notorious oflender, yet as 
he was in great need of fo brave and experienced an officer, with fo con- 
fidecable a body of men, immediately figned his pardon, and fent it to 
IC.€LAT. i 

The uncle no fooner received this writing, than he difpatched it t 6 his 
nephew j upon the receipt of which, nadir koudi fet out for KvFxat, 
in company with sef o din bcg, under an cfcort of loo men of his beft 
troops. He had now a convenient opportunity of excrcifing his genius 
in. the art of treachery. His uncle received him with great kindnefs, and 
enteilained' him and his followers as perfons to whom he had done a 
hgnal fervice, and from whom confcqucntly he appichended no harm; 
at the fame time he (hewed them all the honour and regard due to per- 
fons of rank and condition. Nadir, on the other hand, had not forgot the 
indignities offered him live years before} neither uas he ignorant of the 
motives of liis unde in procuring the pardon, nor of the king's views in 
granting it: but whatever moral condderattons ought to have influenced his 
condudV, his third of power filenced the dilates of confcience : fo that he 
determined to embrace the opportunity of an liofpitablc reception, and the 
fpecious pretence of an obliged gueft, to make a ficrifice of liis benc- 
fidor. For tliis purpofe he had left orders that 500 more of his bed 
men ffiould follow him the next day,^ and conceal thcmfcives near the 
fortrefs of k^lat, and there be ready at a llgnal appointed. 

Having thus concerted ins meafurcs, the fccond night after bis arrival 
he ordered his 100 men witliin the caftlc to kill the Gentries, and (hut 
up the red of the g.irrifon, to the number of 200 men, m ibcir bar- 
racks, whild he went himfelf into his uncle’s cliamber and murdered 
him. As foon as he made the fignal, his 500 men were let in at the 
gales, and he became abfolute madcr of the fortrefs w.thout dicdding 
much blood. Thofe of the garrifon, who did not clmfc to (lure his 
fortune, he fet at liberty. The next diy he difp itched .iicfl-Mgcrs uitii the 
news of lib fuccels, ordering the rem.iindcr ot his mci. to join liim , and 
now iudead of clianc;ing ins rcfidc.ice coiitiniuily, as the appr^henfi 
B 2 
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1727. of an enemy, or other reafons of convenience might'render necefliiry, lie 
eftabliflied his head-quarters in this fortrefs. IOelat includes a con- 
Cderable fpot of ground, the natural fituation of which, with the afliftance 
of fome art, has rendered it almoft inacceflible. He continued there for 
feveral months, levying contributions. The fuccefs of this enterprize was 
the more grateful to him, as this place was not far diftant from that of 
his biith : his poor relations and friends in the neighbourhood were re- 
■ lieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he treated moll of 
the inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlill them- 
felves in his troops ; fo that from this time he in fome meafure appeared 
as an independent fovereign, efpecially as shah t.®hmas’s authority was- 
not acknowledged at meschep, meeuck maghmud, an abdollee chief, 
having got pofleffion of that city. ' ' ’ • 

■ Nadir being thus become formidable, carried his views beyond the” 

. plunder of defchcelefs pealants ; he afpired at the delivery of his country 
from her foreign enemies, particularly the Afghans, who had lorded it 
over the Persians with the utmoll barbarity for five years : but altho’ 
he appeared as a fovereign, he did not pretend to wage war againll the 
AFGHANS in any other name than that of shah T/EHMas. As he was 
confcious that the shah mull have greatly refented his killing his uncle, 
under pretence of accepting the royal pardon, he refolved to do fome 
fignal^aiSion in behalf of the king, that might obliterate the remembrance 
of his conduit at kailat. 

With this view he prepared for an expedition againll the Afghans, 
who were mailers of the neighbouring city nichabur r, where they had 
a garrifon of above 3000 men. Nadir’s forces exceeded this number, 
but being unaccuftomed to lieges, and deCrous of adlion in the field, he 
determined to make ufe of a Aratagem to draw the enemy out of their 
garrifon : the Afghans, who confidered nadir rather as a free-booter, 
than the general of a formidable body of forces, apprehended no great 
danger from his neighbourhood. Their troops, to the number of 600, 
were fecurely marauding, when nadir detached about that number 

of 

r Nichabor, rometioies called ikab, was formerly the capital of kuqrasas, tsU abas the 
eaSAT cSabldhcd the tomh of isiAU koubj aiZA at USSCUED. 
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of his cavalry, who attacked them unexpcfledly, and cut them to pieces: 
upon this, the governor with his whole garrifon iflued forth to fall upon 
the PERSIANS, who immediately retreated towards, banrahad, a defile 
in the mountains, which feparates the provinces of khor asan and Asrn a- 
BAD: this was the rendezvous. appointed. The Afghans purfued them 
for feveral leagues', till they came to this defile: nadir, in the interim, 
marched with 1 500 of his men, and under the favour of a wood, which 
covers thefe mountains, he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The Afghans, not fufpeaing any other enemy to be near, fol- 
lowed the 600 men with an impatience of refenfmg the lofs they had juft 
fuftained at nichabur. As foon as they had well entered the defile, 
which is very narrow, the 600 Persians faced about, whilft nadir with 
his body of 1500 men, fell upon them in rear, with-fuch impetuofity, 
that the aftonilhed Afghans incapable of afling with their cavalry, and 
fijfpeifting themfelves furrounded by a great army, became an ealy prey, 
and few of them cfcapcd the flaughter. 

After dividing the fpoil taken upon this occafion, nadir returned 
to NICHABUR, the gates of which were opened to him : he took pof- 
feflion of it in the name of shah r>£U.MAS, charging his troops not to 
injure any of the inhabitants, declaring that his intentions were to deliver 
them from the tyranny and ufurpation of the Afghans, and to fupport 
them in their fidelity to their true Ibvcrcign : as he knew that ncccflity 
only had induced them to fubmit to their late mafters. The effeas be- 
longing to the AFGHANS he divided among his foldiers ; and the humanity 
with which he treated tlie inhabitants, was lb remarkable, that without 
forcing a fingle perfon to join him, he obtained a reinforcement of near 
1000 men. 

■ The entrance of till diElc IS aboo: tight or icnlcaSTOiUOaece from sreuaava. 
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CHAP. III. 

NADia KOULI hears of the dijlrefs of shah t.«hmas at farabad ; defires 
hs parJoti, and obtains it. He joins his forces with'thofe under the 
command of fatef aei khan, whom he afterwards kit's, and acquires 
the file caimnaiid of the army. He conduSis shah t ehmas to nicha- 
BUK, and from thence to mesched. Shah t^ehaias’s devotion in that 
City, 

W lilLST NABiR was preparing at nichabur for new expeditions, 
he received intelligence that shah t^ehmas was reduced to great 
extremities. This prince had been pent up in mazanderam, as a kind 
of dependant on tatey ali khan khajar*, who had during the 
troubles taken pofleffion of that province, which being fortified by the 
mountains that furround it, the inhabitants refufed to fuLmit to tlie do- 
minion of the AFGHANS. TiEHMAs in the mean while treated with the 
TURKS and the Russians, but he was fo far from receiving fuccours from 
either, that they had divided great part of his dominions, as already" men-> 
tioned: he was therefore obliged to take up his quarters at farabab^*; 
from whence, in cafe of danger to his perfon, he could embark on the Cas- 
pian SEA. Thefe circumllances were favourable to nadir, who made no 
doubt of procuring a full pardon for all his oiTenccs : this he had the moi e 
reafon toexpedl, as his lafl’adion againft tlie Afghans had increafed his 
military reputation, and made him conlidered, in fome meafure, as the in- 
ftcuenent of providence for the delivery of his country. Having therefore 
caufed his forces to advance to the confines of mazanderan, he fent to 
acquaint the shah of the affair at nichabur, and that himfelf and his 
troops were entirely at his majefty's fervice ; adding, that he defired to 
have the honour of waiting upon the king, to whom he would give an 
account of the reafons of his conduQ: at the fortrefs of KiELAT, which 
he held at the king’s orders. Tho’ tajhmas had received impreiuons 
much to the difadvantage of nadir, propofals of this nature Teemed to 

promife 

• Thu KUAN «cs a nauveof astkabad, wKofe inhabicarts, as I ha\ e cxpl-unctl jn VoL I page 
302,a:cdaUi\guift;edl>) iLenanic of KUAJARS. ^ This js the idacemcr.ioi til m Vol Lpagcicg. 
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promife fome happy event, and were highly fatisfadlory j he therefore ,727. 
made anfwer, that nadir might come with all fecurity, and fliould be ‘ ^ 
received as his faithful fervant. Accordingly nadir, leaving his troops at 
fome diftance, fet out with an elcort of 100 cavalry for farabad. 

Fatey ali khan khajar ' having, as already mentioned, taken pof- 
feffion of the province of jiazanderan, as .ilfo of astrabad, headed a 
ftrong party of khajars, who are a very warlike people. T.£hmas 
■ fent a body of forces againft him, whom the khajars repulfed : but 
upon the king’s taking a folemn oath to pardon them all, and that he 
would never, upon any confideration, touch the life of fatey ali khan 
KHAJAR, but always treat him as a faithful fervant; the khan on his 
'part fwore allegiance, and the khajars, who were naturally attached to 
the snrriE family, became the only fafe-guard of the king : they even en- 
gaged, that as foon as a favourable opportunity fliould offer, they would 
recover mlsched out of the hands of the rebel meluck maghmod. 

For this purpofe fatey ali khan had recommended nadir to the 
king, as a very gallant officer, and one whofe afliftance was much to be 
, delired ; he therefore received nadir with open arms, and offered his 
fervice to introduce him to hia majefty. Nadir’s efcort made but a con- 
temptible figure with regard to their apparel and accoutrements, their 
merit confifting only in their firength and valour. He faw that the khan 
was treated with the refped: of a fovereign prince, wliilft T.ffiHMAs had 
only the name of fuch ; and tho’ he naturally coiifidered his own merit 
as much fuperior to that of the khan, yet, not to appear his rival, he 
affedted great humility, and would not even fitMn‘ the khan’s prefence 
without great importunity. 

Nadir being introduced to shah taibaias, acknowledged the great 
obligations he was under to his majclly for the free pardon which had 
been granted him ; that however ftrange his condudl: might appc,-lr, tlie 
death of his uncle was fo far from being a contempt of the royal clemency, 
that thought to be confidered as an expreffion of his gratitude to the king 
for that the caftle of kailat was now at his majefty’s command, which 
. he 

* 'Thjs IS the father of mahoumiid hassah, by whojn Ittas robbed m 1744, of -whofe conduit 
there is an ample account m Vol. L Page 301. 
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he had very good reafon to believe it would pot have been, had his uncle 
remained in pofTeffion of it. He then related the affair of nickabur, 
In which he ma.de it evident, that lie bad given Such a Shock to the 
power of the Afghans in thofe parts, that it would veiy much facilitate 
the conqueft of iierat ; and that he did not doubt but in a fliort time 
fatey ali khan khajar and himfelf fhould reflore the kingdom 
to their majefties, the true defceiidants of the seffies, whom thofe fa- 
vage invaders the Afghans had fo highly injured. 

This difcoutfe was uttered in fo refpe&ful manner, mixed with fo noble 
a boldnefs, that the shah could not but e.vprefs his fitisfaflion, and told 
him, he hoped the hour would come, when he fhould be able to re- 
ward his fervices in a manner fuitible to his great meiit. Nadir then 
obtained a pardon for sep o din beg and all his followers, telling his 
majefly, that tlio’ he could not commend the appearance of his troops, 
he would anfiver for their experience, valour, and fidelity to their true 
fovereign. 

.Matters being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfaflion of the shah and 
his new general nadir, his troops, which now confifted of 4 or 5000 
men, were ordered to enter the province of jiazanderan, and to Join 
thofe of FATEY ALI KHAN KHAJAR, fo that the whole conflituted an 
army of above Sooo men. Nadir, made it his fludy to cultivate a good 
coirefpondence with the khan, and by his humble deportment infinuated. 
himfelf lb much, that there feemed to be no jeafoufy entertained of him ; 
wliilft the fupcrior genius which he demonftrated, gave him an apparent 
afcendency in the efieem of the shah. 

In the interim nadir, whofe ambition could not bear an equal, much 
lefs a fupcrior, had fecretly ioftigated his creatures to complain of the 
conduifl of the khan, with refpedt to the good order and payment of 
the troops, and the extravagant price of tlieir cloathing. He alfo watched 
the KHAN very clofely, and finding the king liad already received im- 
preflions to the difadvantage of this general, he took a favourable op- 
portunity of acquainting liis majefty, that he had difeovered a treacherous 
corrcfpondcncy between the KUAN, and meluck eiaghmud the rcbcl- 
a ■ governor 
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govcrnoc'of MESCHED ; and that, under pretence of conducing the skah 

to the conquell of that city, as had been concerted, his intentions were to 
deliver him to meldck maghmud, on condition, that whilft the latter was 
to continue mailer of that city, together with the whole province, which 
their joint forces were to fubdue, the khan ihould remain in podeffion of 
the fouthern coail: of the Caspian fea; and as a proof of what he advanced, 
he produced letters of the khan, which he pretended to have intercepted. 

It feemed improbable that the khan Ihould really have held fuch a 
correfpondency, after having had t.iehmas in his hands for fome time ; 
nor is it believed, that any change of circumftances induced him to take 
fuch defperate meafures : however, it was not the fortune of tiehmas 
to be much wifer than his father hussein j and he gave the eafier 
credit to the report, as he recolledled that the khan had been in arms 
againil him not long before ; and that nadir, who had given fuch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, could have no intercll in deceiving him, to 
the ruin of that very man, who had lb lately made a point of recom- 
mending him to his favour. Nadir affeSed a great concern, reprefent- 
ing to the shah, tiiat his duty to his fovereign was prior to all other 
confiderations ; and moreover, that it was im'pofiible bis majelly could, 
with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his dominions, whilft 
he cherilhed a ferpent in his bofom, and trailed himfelf in the hands 
of men devoid of fidelity. 

Tiehmas, at length, believing the fafl:, was much perplexed with 
regard to the oath he had taken, never to hurt, much lefs to' touch the 
life of, FAxry ali khan. To which nadir replied ; “ If your ma- 
“ jelly has taken an oath, I have not and thus, by a tacit conlent, 
the ruin of the khan was refolved. This general, not fufpefling fuch an 
intrigue againil his life, came to court as ufual ; when nadir ordered a 
colonel who was one of his creatures, to take an opportunity of killing 
him : but fo great was the reputation of the khan, and his prelence lb 
majellic, that the colonel was fo much awed, tliat he put this buCnels 
. ' ' O'* 

■1 TJus vai the perfpn wiioja I haie menboaed la Vol I, page 303. 
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1727. on his fervant. Nadir having thus executed this pretended' fervice to his 
mafter, carried out the head on a fpear, and prefented it to the foldiers, de- 
claring the reafon of the khan’s death, and that thofe who meant to be 
faithful to their fovereign, could not difapprove of the death of a traitor: that 
for his own part, he was refolved to facrifice all the confiderations of friend- 
Ihip and private interell, to the good of his country, and the reftoration of 
his majefty to his dominions. Thefe declarations, in fome meafure, fatisfied 
thofe who were mod; attached to the deceafed ; fome who aiFedted to mur- 
mur, as if there had been foul play, and that the khan had been cut off 
through the intrigues of nadir and his creatures, were feized and confined. 

1728. Nadir having thus removed the bar to his ambition, as a reward for 

this fignal fervice was conftituted a khan ', and had the command of the 
whole army given him : ho now began to diljplay all the talents of an able 
minifter and a great general,_fp that tashmas trufted entirely to his con- 
duff. He was a mailer of the art of improving advantages, and knew 
that his fecurity, as well as the future advancement of his fortune, de- 
pended on that army, of which he was now 'the chief. As one of his 
peculiar diaraflcrillics was a piercing knowledge of men j he foon re- 
folvcd which officers to difcharge, and whom to put iri their place : he 
gained the affcflions of the common foldiers by an unwearied attention to 
every circumftancc that could tend to the promotion of their intcrefi, 'par- 
ticularly with regard to their being paid pundlually,' and buying their deaths 
at an eafy price. His firlf cate. was to engage ins mailer to m.rch his 
army into khorjVsan, where iiCialTuicd him the inhabitants were ready 
Ki take up arms againlf the common enemy. . : _ . > 

' The proper meafures' being taken to fccurc tiie pafs of BANRAn.aii, the 
army inarched towards nichabuk, the king himfclf commandingin peA 
fon. TiEiiMAS made his entrance there the 15th of Mav, on which occalion 
the inhabitants proclaimed their joy in the finccrell manner. Their \v illies 
feemed to prefage his reftoration, which they were the more inclined to 
believe, from die pleafurc they received in being the firfl city tint was re- 
lieved 


• The sues leia kadis aodli kiiak. Let as iId Bat £rj hisi csl cJ hr 1 D* bb "e. Lies 'V hs 
C/Oa sricniaiii ltAiiiOBC.aDa kiUi llis baidc oflks siiau, s-i usi eshea r.euaAl se.ei lsak 
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heved from thpiyoke of the-AFG8ANS, ae a time when they leaft eipedled 
fo happy an event.i It was an acceffion to then; joy, that tins revolution 
was brought about by a perfon whom they had confidcred only as a robber, 
and. whofe power as fuch they dreaded equally with that of the Afghans, 
but who wis now verifying the affurances he had given them a few months 
'before, that he meant to reftore the pehsian diadem to the true heir of 
shah sultan HUSsfefN. The Afghans in thofe parts, diflieartencd by 
the great lofs^they had fuffered in the affiiir of banhahad, and unable to 
recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of nichabuh, without attempt- 
ing to fucco'ur their ally aieluck maghmud, governor of iiesched. 

Under thefc circumftances, nadir found no difficulty to augment the 
shah’s army ; the anxious wiflies of the people, to fee themfelves free _ 
from the yoke of the Afghans, and their defire of eftabhfliing their law- 
ful fovereign, foon brought a ftrong reinforcement, fo that this general 
was now at the head of near 18,000 men, a larger array than had for a 
long time appeared in thofe parts. 

Nadir was impatient under every unnecefiary delay, and prepared 
immediately to march with all his forces againll the abdollees, who 
under the command of aieluck macuaivd, had taken poflelfion of mes- 
CHED : they no fooner heard of the defeat of the Afghans in the defile 
of BANRAHAD, and that shah TAiHMAs had entered khorasan with a 
numerous army, tlian they began to prepare for a defence. But mesched 
being a place of little or no llrength, and the inhabitants intirely averfe 
to the rebel government, they retired from that city ; fo that when nadir 
arrived there with his troops, the shaIi made a triumphant entrance, 
without effufion of blood. The citizens, delivered from opprefiion, ^re- 
ceived taeiimas with thchigheil demonllrations of joyj and nadir, who 
was perfonally known in that city, where babulu riian hjid fomc years 
before treated him with great indignity, was now loaded witli honours. 
The prefent fituation of taihmas’s affairs, rendered him incapable of 
making his acknowledgments to nadir in a pecuniary way, )ct he was 
in the higheft degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant 
to conllitutc him his Ibvereign, rather than his general. And as the 
C 2 higheft 
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hlgheft mark of dignity which^he could confer on him, according to the 
cuftom of the Persian kings, was to give him his own name, from hence 
forward he ordered him to be called TiEKMAs Kounr khan *^5 by which 
name we (hall diftinguith him, till he wrefted the diadem from his mailer. 

TiEHMAS thus lavifli of his favours, may be fuppofed to have adled 
upon principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined to 
think this a duty ; but where the expreflion of this virtue is alfo an ho- 
nour conferred on him who receives it, nothing can be mote reafonable, 
than to expeft a fuitable return. However, he fecmed to be ignorant, • 
that when princes have nothing left to bellow, they feldom receive any 
return for thofe favours they have already conferred ; nor is it llrange 
that it Ihould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it lb ah- 
moll every day in common life. 

This prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with re- 
gard to the religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at fo favourable an op- 
portunity of paying his devotion at the tomb of imam r rjza j for it had ► 
been long obferved as a duty of the kings of Persia to make a pilgri- 
mage once in their life-time to this tomb, as the Turks do to jiecca 
and MEDINA. And the perils which he had gone through fince the battle 
of cuLNABAD, with his providential relloration, by means of his general 
TAEB.MAS KovLi KHAN, naturally iulpircd his mind with a deeper Jcnle 
-e a. ... 
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PART II. 

, F R O M T H E 

Recover V of the whole province op 
j KHORASAN in 1728, 

T O T H E 

Expulsion of SULTAN ASHREFF out of 
ISFAHAN IN 1729. 


CHAP. IV. 

T.£HMAs kouli khan reduces khorasan and Herat. He returns in 
triumph to mesched, with the bead of the governor of heuat. Shah 
T/FHMAS fends an embajfador to the ottoman court. The Turks fend 
SULIMAN EFFENDI into PERSIA. AsHREFF defroyS SAIID ACH.MEO 
KHAN governor of kheraian, and prepares to attack t.£H.mas shah. 
Ashreff marches to damgoon^ and is dfeated s be retreats to Ispa- 
han, and encamps bis trooops at MOURTaiAKHOR. 


W HILST ta’hm.is SHAH was oScring up his prayers to the I723, 
deity, txh.mas kouli khan prefented incenfe to his idols 
of ambition and mditary glory, the only deities he feemed to 
reverence. Rcafons of policy might juftly induce ta^hmas shah to re- 
main in .MESCHED, till his army diould be in a condition to marcli towards 
ISFAHAN : and it was natural for his general tahmas kouli khan, to re- 
commend this Rep, as it left him at liberty to afl with the more bound- 
Icls authority in the army. The country of khorasan was well known 
to him in every part, in confcquence of the many excurCons he had made, 
as an oflicer in the army, as well as the chief of a band of robbers. The 

beginning 
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1728. beginningjif this_ye3r_he pwrclied.at.the head of a confiderable body of 
'forces, to reduce the olher '"cities and towns of the province, which had 
revolted, and eftabliflied an independent government, or fubroitted to the 
AFGHANS. ■ • 

The news of shah ta;hmas having entered mesched in triumph, where 
he now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of jaihmas kouli 
khan ; fo that the greateft part of the towns and villages fent deputations, 
and profelTed themfelves entirely devoted to the intereft of their lawful 
fovereignf Before this year was ended, tye find all the vafl: country of 
khoRasan fubjedled, and the Afghans obliged to retire, without daring 
to give battle. Nadir returned to mbsched, not fo much out of incli- 
nation, as to make an appearance of refpedl for his mafter, and to con- 
fult about the future operations of .the war. 

It was about ten years fince the inhabitants of Herat, which is near 
. the frontiers of khorasan, had in confequence of the viflory obtained by 
the young ezadallah, fliaken off the Persian yoke, and erefted them- 
felves into a kind of republic', together with the whole province of that 
name. It does not appear, that this young ufurper yet remained in tliat 
government, which he had been the great infirument of forming, tho’ he 
had for fome time maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, howetcr, 
that this republic became formidable to the neighbouring country, and was 
at this very time meditating the invaCon of khorasan : but the fuccels 
which T.EHMAS KotlLi KHAN had againft the AFGHANS at nichabur, 
. and afterwards through the whole province of khorasan, put a bar to 
the execution of their projeit. 

« T.ehiia's kouli khan having reprefented to the shah, the facility 
with which he could reduce Herat, obtained a permiffio'n to march to 
that province, with about 12000 men: he no fooncr encamped under 
the walls of the city, than the inhabitants naturally inconfiant, and diffi- 
dent of their ability to oppolc the fortune and valour of ta^hmas kouli 
KHAN, fubmitted to him, and delivered up their chief, together with the 
' . , . garrifon. 

* It It prcrunied, at they were in alliance ulth the ArciiACf, whore feat of cnifirc Wat jttAl 
HAtt, anti that the AADoLLtsi of «»aat tvcrcinfoine ircafarc tnbataty to tliein. 
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garrifon ‘a ' The. phRsiAK general having caufed the former to be be- 
headed, left a garrifon in hera-^-; he tre.ated the' inhabitants with fo ju- 
dicious a mixture of mildnefs and feverity, according to their different 
circumftances, that he feemed to have fecured their allegiance; he then 
prepared to march back to mesched, agreeably to the orders he had re- 
ceived from the shah. Being returned viaorious, with the head of the 
late governor of Herat, he began to form a more important enterprize, 
than that of marching fouthward through the deferts of segestan, as 
the AFGHANS had done five years before. 

J I * 

In order to detach the turks from the intcrell of ashreff, whom 
they had with great reludlancy acknowledged as fovereign of Persia > 
TAJHMAS had in the mean time lent an embalTador^to the Ottoman 
court. This minifter was received with more regard than he expedlcd j 
for the news of tajhmas kouli khan’s exploits having reached Con- 
stantinople, gave the Turks a good impreffion'of the ftate of the 
affairs of shah ta:hmas. Tho’ their intcreft was concerned to fee Per- 
sia humbled,' yet they did not much incline to fupport an ufurper, whofe 
imperious fpirlt Jiad carried iiim ib far as to pretend to an equality with 
the grand feignior. But in order to be informed more minutely of cir- 
cumftances fo interefting to them, tliey fent soliman effendi, an offi- 
cer of truft, into pePsSIA 5 of whom they foon learnt, that taiiimas 
already mafter of khorasan and Herat, with a confiderable army of 
choice troops, and a general of great reputation at their head, feemed to 
promife an approaching change in the Persian empire. 

In the mean time asijreff, after giving a check to a Turkish army, 1729.’ 
tho’ it was the eftedt of accident rather than military ftrengtb, dreaded no 
evil from the fugiti\e tjehmas: he often mcmioncd'him in terms fo 
‘comlcmptuous, that to appearance he had perfuaded iiimfelf of the im- 
poftibility of being molefted by him. * " ■ ' 

After a tedious liege, he had at length made himfelf mafter of vezd, 
whicli at different times had coft the Afghans much blood j kherma- 
' ' * ni'a 

^ Thu afUon his been reprcfcrtol aj a bitt’ci lo'^wlMciithe ABnottsis 1.4(1 3c,oco ffcn , b»tl 
coulJ rc\cr find 2 S> a-thcncy for that rcprrt, a* a fourth part cf that number m fuch a protmea 
bw confiJcrcda jiresrarm/, under fi-th dj.'UcJcJ cjc-imlacccj zs ihccmp re tvaa then m. 
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1729. NIA had alfo fubmitfed to him. Saiid achmed khan, who was a near 
relation of the royal blood of the SHEFriES, during the troubles had efta- 
blhhed an independant fovereignty in kkerman i a, of which ashreff had 
not leifure to difpoflefs him by force of arms ; but saiid being in want of 
money to pay an army, and the impoverifhed Rate of the province making 
it impoffible to raife fufficient contributions for that purpofe, his forces at 
length defeited him. He then fubmitted to ashreff, who was not only 
the nearcft potentate, but the only one who feemed to have any regal au- 
thority : deliring him, however, to remember that he had only ailed upon 
the fame principles as ashreff himleif, and therefore hoped to be re- 
ceived with the refpeft due to his quality, and with all fecurity to his 
perfon ; upon condition of which he profefled an entire devotion to the 
fervice of this Afghan prince. 

Ashreff promifed the khan his protedlion, under the fandlion of fa- 
cred oaths, and let him know that he might repair to shirass, with the 
■people under his command, in all poflible fecurity : but no looner was 
he arrived there, than the governor fcht him prifoner to Isfahan, where 
he was beheaded. The province of kuermania, and the country on 
the lea coaft quite to bender abassi, thus becoming fubjeft to ash- 
reff, his dominions were extended farther than he had forces to guard 
them; for the cruelties and depredations committed from the Afghan 
invafion till this time, having impovetilhed the inhabitants to an ex- 
treme degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army fufficiently nu- 
merous to fapport bis authority over to va(i a trad! of country. As to 
the PERSIAN foldicrs, they were as reluflant to enter into the fervice of 
the AFGHANS, as the Afghans were diffident of their fidelity ; and from 
KANDAHAR rccruits could hardly be expedled in great numbers ; for 
HUSSEIN KHAN, the govemor of that province, fince the murder of bis 
brother mir maghmud in Isfahan, conCdcrcd ashreff rather as an 
enemy than a friend; and prefiiraing that he might lliortly be driven 
out of PERSIA, he would hardly fend him recruits, left by that means he 
might retire into kandaiiar, and with the fame authority that he put 
maghmud to death, claim the fovereignty of that province. 
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'Spiritual and temporal power being interwoven in the clofeft manner 1729. 
by, the iiahomiiedan law, the grand lignior is fuppofed to reign over 
the TURKS in quality of and fucceflbr of the Caliphs. From 

hence he claims an authority over all jiahomjiedans of the fedt of 
the SUNNIS, fo tiiat ashreff, who was of that fedl, could not with 'any 
confiftency refufe to acknowledge him as fuch, without affedling an inde- 
pendent power. However, he artfully contrived to make his fubmiflion 
procure him what was moi e eflential ; for he obtained from the turks 
the acknowledgement of his being fovereign of Persia, and of his holding 
' that dignity and power according to law ; and having thus made a puiflant 
protedVor of a formidable enemy, he lulled himfelf into a fecurity, as if 
his dominion was built on the moft folid bafis. He had given rechid 
DASHA, the TURKISH embaflldor, the kindeft reception, and Ihewed him 
many marks of honour, during his refidence at isfah.vn. 

Not to be wanting in a fuitable return, the Turks made great prepa- 
rations for the reception of the embalEidor cf ashreff, who arrived at 
coNSTANTfNOPEE in JULY this year. Greater rejoiciegs could not have 
been made for tlte reception of a fovereign prince returning in triumph. 

It is however very remarkable, that this Afghan affedted a contempt of 
all the grand appearances, the military fliews, and the roaring of cannon ; 
for without looking on one fide or the other, as he entered constanti- 
NDTUE, kie conmititA to teuA iws. kteaw. As. w. S.v> fsvAW ' 

this incident, that he endeavoured to raife the reputation of his country- 
men for great fandtiiy, and a divine zeal for tiie aiahom.medan law, as 
pradlifed by the TURKS : this fort of condudl had been the chief caufe, 
a thorL time before, of faving his mailer ashreff, togetlier with the 
AFGHAN army, from dedrudlion; but the embaflador-now over-adted his 
psrt, and gave the Turks ImprclEons to the difadvantage of ins nation. 

Ashreff in the mean while enjoyed the fweets of peace. The love 
of plcafure is natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally 
fuppofed the belt means to arrive at it. This prince was certainly a man 

of 
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of parts, very ciicumfpedt, and an intrepid foldier: but like moll other 
ORlENTxVL warriors of diftinQion, he had no fenfe of any moral obliga- 
tion. He feemed now to be arrived at the higheft point that the nature 
of his affairs would admit j and therefore it was natural to give fome 
indulgence to his favourite pailions. However he kept part of his troops 
in the field, whilft he followed the exercifes of hunting, and gratified 
his inclination in building. As to the pleafures of women, they are but 
an ordinary confequence oFmahommed AN voluptuoufnefs, efpecially ' 
when it is fupported by an unlimited authority. 

This prince, who had hitherto confidered nadik kouli in no other 
light than as a robber, began now to look upon him as a formidable 
enemy. Shah t^ehmas had been lb much the ridicule of the court of 
ISFAHAN, that the news of his fuccefles in the eaftern parts of the empire 
did not feem to give the lead: alarm to the folders, nor even to the officers 
of the army. They gave him the name of sek zade, in allufion to the 
word CHEIK “ ZADE, the latter being fon of the king, and the former fon ' 
of a bitch : at the fame time they e.xprcffed great fuisfadlion, that they 
fliould at length have an oppbrtunity of getting him into their hands. 
However proper it. might be to encourage the common foldiers to think 
thus contemptibly of their enemy 5 AsiruEpr, who had certain intelligence 
of his force, and the valour of his troops, thought it high time to provide 
for the ftorm that threatened him : he therefore caufed all the forces, as 
well thofe on the frontiers, as in the heart of his dominions, to be joined 
totfiill’garrilbh oFisfahan. And in order to prevent any infurredion in 
favour of taihmas at cashan, room, casbin, XyBiiiRAN, VEZD, and 
other great cities and towns in his jurifdidlion, he ordered all the Per- 
sian inhabitants, who were capable of bearing arms, to leave their habita- 
tions and retire, under pain of death ; he did the fame at isfa h an. 

Having made this difpofition, his whole force did not exceed 30,000 
men, fome of which were darguzzis “ and hassarais*; a force, how- 
ever, not much inferior to that by which his ptedcccffor had obtained the 
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PERSIAN diadem. , About the beginning of September, he encamped his 
army witliout the walls of Isfahan ; in which city he left 2O0 of his 
men in garrifon, thinking that fmall number fufficient to keep this once 
vaft capital in awe : for fo mifcrably was this unhappy city reduced, by the 
inceflant maEicres committed by maghmod and him*felf,,-that few of its 
inhabitants wefe left, except old men, women, and children. In a few 
days he began his march, with the ordinary pomp of a Persian king. He 
diredted his courfe by cashan and koom, to the plains of damgoon, 
in the ’province of coumasj where he arrived towards the clofe of the 
month, after having marched about 400 miles®,’ His intention was to 
have proceeded towaids khorasan, and by attacking ta:haias in his 
new-eftabliftied empire, prevent his accumulating more ftrength. 

Taikmas kouli khan had employed the greateft part of this year in 
augmenting and difciplining his troops. In the former he met with fome 
difficulties, for the, people not having yet worn off the impreffions, which 
the valour of tlie Afghans had made on them, and knowing that they 
were to come to a<flion immediately, joined him but flowly. He had, 
however, cclle< 5 tcd an army of near 25000 ^ men j in the compleating, 
as well as difciplining of which, he bad given fuch proofs of Jiis abi- 
lities, as infpired his maft?r with the greateft affurance of.fuccefs. The 
meafures which ashreff liad taken, to prevent any revolt in favour of 
TiEiiMAS, had occafioned many to offer their fervice to this prince j for 
as they liad been turned out of their habitations, refenlment as well as 
neceffity, carried them where tliey were fure of being received. 

The SHAH, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne of his 
anceftors, and urged by an impatient delire to revenge the dilgrace of his 
father, and the blood of fo many thoufands of his fubjedts, had piopofed 
to march to Isfahan, and compel ashreff to give him battle j but this 
defign was laid afide. His fagacious general reprefented to him, the in- 
conveniencies that would attend the length of the march, and moreover, 
that the meafures which ashreff had taken at Isfahan, ^erc certain 
, D 2 indications 
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1729. indications that he meant to feek his majelly; and confequently, that the 
• AFGHANS would be more hurt by the fatigue of their march, than bene- 
.fited by the jundlion of frelh forces, feeing that ashueff had already col- 
ledted all in whom he thought it fafe to confide 5 he obferved hkewife, 
that the further he came from Isfahan, the more difficult and the more 
dangerous would be his retreat However, not to bring the war into 
KHORASAN, nor lofe any advantages which his majefly’s faithful fubjedls 
the KHAJARS, BAVOTS, Or any of the neighbonring countiies might afford, 
it was determined to make fome advance to meet ashreff. After flow 
marches, he accordingly arrived with the king, and the whole army, near 
the city of oamcoon, before ashreff had entered thofe plains. This 
fituation was not far from that vaft ridge of mountains, which run eaft- . 
ward along the fouth coafl of the Caspian sea, which being well known 
to Kouni KHAN, in cafe of an extremity he could make a fafe retreat. 
Having leifure to chufe his ground, he had already encamped his forces, 
and refreflied his men for fome days, when ashreff approached vvithliis 
whole army. ■ ' - - 

The AFGHANS had been accuflomed for fome time to flaughter the 
PERSIANS, rather than to engage with themj and to put them to flight 
by their fliouts, and the fiercenefs of their attack, rather than by their 
fuperior flrength and knowledge of arms. As they were now equally con- 
fident of viflory, they urged their general to begin the attack. Ashreff 
however foon difeovered from the advantageous fituation of the PERSIAN 
army, that he had to do with a, general of experience, and againft whom 
he mull proceed with great caution, efpecially as his fate feemed to dejaend 
on the iflue of the battle. Whilft he was thus unrefolved, his officers 
reprefented to him, that upon the firfl report wliich fiiould be fpread of 
their being afraid to attack the Persians, the peafiiits would no longer 
bring provifions to tlicir camp, and that they lliould be compelled to 
fight hereafter at a greater difadvantige. 

Ashreff having therefore made a proper dtfpofition of his forces, on 
the ad of October attacked the Persian army with that impetuofity, 
which the Afghans had generally found fucccfsful. The pcRaiAN 

troops 
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troops ftood the fhock, without giving way in the leaft, returning their 1729. 
fire with perfedt order, fo that the Afghans could make no impiefiion 
on them, Ashrlff furprized, tho* not difeoncerted, at the difcipline 
and filence of the persjan troops, brought ofF his iquadrons from the 
charge, and had recourre to the expedient which he found of great 
ufe^ in his late adtion againft the tuuks. He detached two bodies, 
each of 3000 men, commanded by the moft experienced officers in his 
army, and ordered them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear 
and flank, whilft he attacked them in fronU T.£hmas kouli khan, 
watchful in every quarter, prepared to receive the enemy; and repulfed 
them with fuch valour, as flung them into great confufion. After a ge- 
neral difeharge of his artillery, it was his turn to attack ; and falling fu- 
rioufly upon the Afghans, he obtained an eafy vidtory. 

What lofs was fuftained on each fide is uncertain. It may be pre- 
fumed that of the afg.hans was very confiderable^ their camels, harque- 
bufies, with all their tents and baggage, fell into ilje Ijands of the con- 
queror. The AFGHANS fled to TiPHiUAN, which they reached in about 
two days, tho’ the diflance is near 200 miles; from whence, after pilla- 
ging the inhabitants, and rcfrefiiing thcmfelves, they made forced marches 
to ISFAHAN. 

The day after the arrival of the AFGHAN army, ashreff commanded 
all the people of his nation, inhabiting that city,' to ictire with their ef^ 
fedts into the citadel^ : thefe orders were executed in fuch a tumultuous 
manner, that it appeared as if tlie city Iiad been taken by allault : the 
AFGHANS drove the other inhabitants from their houfes, deflroying moft 
of their efiedls which were not portable, and pillaging tlie fliops of every 
thing that was valuable. After which, ashreff retired with his troops 
to MouRTCHAKHOR where he encamped in an advantageous fituation. 

P As thcycirned oConly >2,000 men from Isfahan, their lofs here nuft ha\cbccnnear 10,000, 

^ An indofed building, which had been trade iince the imafion of the afchans. 

' 7 his place js about 25 miles caft«ard of isFAUAtr, according to report; but delisls docs not 
mention it la his map 
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T,chiias KoifLi'KHAN cngage!,tbe shah to remain at tehiran. The 
battle of MOURTCHAKHOR. Ashreff murders shah hussein, and 
fl^s from ISFAHAN, ‘the city taken by the Persian army. The Per- 
sians revenge themfebucs on the Afghans. Shah t,£umas enters Is- 
fahan, and- gives his general t.£HJIas kouh khan, the possier of- 
raifng money. 

T AIHMAS kouh khan, now jealous of his glory, proceeded with 
the utmoft care, to prevent a reverfe of his fortune. The shah, 
thinking himfelf fecure of vidtory over the fugitive Afghans, impatiently 
defiled to fee ISFAHAN. Tahimas koul: khan, on. the other hand, 
feemed to aft as if he w.is apprehenfive, that his fovcreign would come 
in for too great a fliaxe in the reputation of his viftories, and that his 
foldiers would coufider themfelves as afting rather under their king, than 
under their general. This neither confided with his defire of indepen- 
dency in the command of the -rmy ; nor with iiis ambition and thiift of 
applaufe. He therefore took occafion to reprefent to the shah, that 
his majefty’s prefence was no longer necefliiry to encourage his troops, 
fince it was evident from their fuperiority at damgoon, that the enemy 
was rather to be defpifed than feared ; and he did not make the lead: 
doubt, that he thould foon exterminate them ; that fo much depended 
on the precious life of their fovcreign, that fliould any misfortune happen 
to him, his fubjefls could have no fecurity of being relieved from the 
tyrannic yoke of the Afghans ; that the courage which his majefty 
demonfirated, at the lame time that it engaged the love and admiration 
of his fubjefts, made them more anxious for the prefervation of a life, 
offuch ineftimable value; that this was the fenfe of the army, in general, 
which humbly intreated him to remain at taihiran, with a guard of 
fix or eight thoufand men. ^ 

Thefe reafons made an impreflion upon the shah y he had an entire con- 
fidence in his general, and therefore fuffered him to gather thofe laurels, 

2 which 
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which he might indeed have juftly claimed as deliverer of his country, 1729. 
had he afted upon honell: prineiples. He accordingly marched without 
obftruaion, proclaiming his viflory in the name of shah tashmas, and 
was every where received with acclamations of joy. ' He foon found his 
troops confiderably augmented by crowds, who now Voluntarily offered 
their fervice, to give a linlfhing ftroke to the ruin of the Afghans. 

In the mean time, ashreff, expeding to be attacked, had made every 
preparation neceflary to receive the enemy: not only his fovereignty, but 
his life depended on the event. . In the flattering hopes of repairing his 
lofs at DAMGOON, he exerted all his flcill in the choice of a proper fitua- 
tion for his camp j in eredfing batteries for his cannon ; in covering 
them by intrenchments j and making the moil advantageous difpoiition 
of his troops. 

The 13th of NOVEMBER, early in tire morning, t.$hmas kouii khan 
appeared with his army in order of battle: the fersians marched up 
to the AFGHANS, and fuftalned the whole force of their mufquetry, and 
part of their cannon, without diforder. Being come clofe to the enemy, 
they, in their turn, gave a general difeharge. So regular and intrepid 
an attack, might have difconcerted troops enured to the fevereft dilci- 
pline. The aftoniflied Afghans feeing fuch numbers fall, that hardly 
a Angle bullet faded of execution ', thought only of faving their lives by 
flying precipitately from the field of battle. The lofs they fuftained on 
this occalion, was not lefs than 4.000 men. The greateil part of the 
AFGHANS who fled, leached Isfahan by three in the afternoon, and 
ASHREFF himfelf, with a finall number, returned at night. They pre- 
tended to have obtained a vidlory, but the cries and lamentations of 
their women and children in the citadel, icon difeovered the contrary. 

'There was alfo great confufion in other parts of the dity, infomucli 
that the miferable inhabitants, remembering the threats' of the Af- 
ghans, in cafe a misfortune lliould at any lime befal them, expedted 
nothing lefs than a general maflacre. But the panic which had teized 

tlie 
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1729. AFGHANS, diverted them from anyTuch cruel purpofe, if tliey ever 
intended it. 

Ashreff, however, found time to glut his revenge, by imbruing his 
hands in -the blood of shah hhssein. This unfortunate prince, whom 
MIR MAGHMUD with all his horrid barbarity had fpared, at length fell a 
facrifice to the difappointment and rage of this cruel Afghan. Others 
of the royal blood are fuppofed to have fallen alfo on this occafion ; as to 
the daughters and female relations of hhssein, he took them from the 
harram, determining to cany'thcm off with him. 

The AFGHANS, having now no other e.vpedient, prepared for flight, 
and wcie bufied in collcdting their fpoil. Befides the number of beads 
of burthen, to accommodate their women and baggage, they loaded feve- 
ral mules, and near 300 camels, moftly with the treafures .ind rich effedls 
of the royal palace. As foon as night came on they left the city, in 
number about 1 2000, after having reigned as conquerors of Persia, feven 
years and twenty one days. Ashreff perhaps ftartled with the gro.tns 
of the dying hussein, or having his whole mind employed in colleftnig 
his treafure, or providing for his own lecurity, had forgotten that the in- 
aflivity of the Persian general, afforded an opportunity of glutting his 
revenge by fome more fignal cruelty; but he had not matched two leagues, 
when he fent back his athemat doulet, with a chofen party, it was 
fuppofed with orders to fire the city, and maffacre all tbofe who might 
come in their way. This party was advanced to the royal gardens, within 
a mile of Isfahan, when fome among the common people, concluding 
they were not come for any good purpofe, collefied fcveral drums, which 
they beat in fuch a manner, that the Afghans, apprehenfive that the 
PERSIAN troops had already entered the town, fled back witliout doing 
any mifehief, and continued their rout towards siiirass. 

This precipitate retreat having left the capital unguarded, the peafants 
, of the neighbouring country, as well as the inhabitants, began not only 
to pillage the houfes which were abandoned, but alfo to rob one another: 
which unbridled liccntioufnefs created an infinite confuCoii. T«o d.iys pafl 
under thefe melancholy circumflances, in which the weak were obliged 
2 to 
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to yield to the ftrong, witiiout any reconrfc to'eitlier civil or military 1729,' 
authority. 

The tfith of NOVEMBER, T,®HMAS KouLt KHAN detachcd a body of 
'1500 men, to difperfe the mob, and take poifeffion of the royal palace, 
and gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feeni dif- 
ficult to account for his not following the Afghans, after the battle of 
MOURTCHAKOR, which might have prevented their carrying off the riches 
of ISFAHAN : but we are to confider taihmas kouei khan, as unbialied 
by any particular affeSion for the Persians ■ that his glory was not ar- ’ 
rived to maturity ; and that, betides the duty of a general to afl cautioufly 
with Co artful an enemy as tlie Afghans, if we may judge from his 
conduft after he arrived at Isfahan, it is reafonable to conclude, his 
defign was to hulband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not 
become unnecefiary. 

As foon,as the khan entered the city, he took the proper meafures 
for quieting the tumults of the people, occaConed by the pillage already 
mentioned j and' ordered a diligent fearch for all the Afghans, whom 
necelfity or choice had induced to remain there. Of thefe, numbers 
had conceaied themfelves in the houfes of their relations or friends, in 
hopes to elude the fearch. Many of them were brought into the public 
places and executed : thefe were a kind of vidtims to the fouls of thou- 
fands, who had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy of magii- 
MUD, or for the fame leafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the AFGHANS. It is remarkable liowever, tliat tsehmas kouli khan 
pardoned all thofe, of whom the inhabitants of the city made a fair re- 
port, with regard to the humane manner in whicli tliey had executed 
their refpeflive offices. In the interim, he received a deputiltion from 
the AFGHANS of CASEIN: thefe not only oficred their allegiance to shah 
TAHMAs, but alfo their fervice as foldiers, and to engage immediately in 
his army. Such a reinforcement could not but prove agreeable to the 
PERSIAN general, fo that in the name of his mailer he prolnifed them a 
kind reception. 
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The Ipirit of revenge did not flop with the (laughter of the Afghans. 
of ISFAHAN : the people weie furious at the fight of every objedl that 
could raife in their minds the lead remembrance of their pad (ufferings. 
Maghmud, when he was near his natural death, was taken off by vio- 
lence as related ; yet, as he was the founder of the dominion of the Af- 
ghans in PERSIA, they had at a confiderable expence eredled a magnifi- 
cent maufoleum to his memory. This edifice, according to the cudoni 
of the ead, was buiit in a grove, and inclofed with a wall. Tho’ this 
prince had been fo inhuman a murderer, yet the fuperdition of the part- 
ners in his vidtories, induced them to offer their prayers at his tpmb. 
This increafed the indignation of the inhabitants of Isfahan, and added: 
to their defire of dedroying it. Having obtained the permifiion of the 
KHAN for this purpofe, they levell’d this edifice to the ground, witli tlie 
fury of an enraged mobj'they would not even differ the repofe of his 
bones ; and, to add yet a greater mark of contempt and abhorrence, in 
the very place on which this maufoleum had been eredled, they built a 
public jakes. 

Shah tuehmas, who was Hill at t^ehiran, having received notice 
of what had paffed at Isfahan, prepared to take pofTeflion of his ca- 
pital. He marched at the head of the greatefl part of the forces which 
weie left with him, and arrived the 9th of December following at 
GAZE, a village about fix miles diflance from Isfahan. Here he was met 
• by his general tzehmas kouli khan f whom the shah no fooner faw, 
than' he alighted from his horfe, as if he meant to pay him homage t 
. the general difinounted alto, and ran to him in a rcfpedldil manner, to 
-prevent this great mark of condefcenfion ; but the shah infilled upon 
walking a few paces with him, declaring that he could not fliew too 
great a diflindtion to the perfon who had delivered his country, and 
driven his enemies from Isfahan. After a fhort converfation he mounted 
again^ preceded by his running footmen 'j the khan following juft be- 
hind him at the head of his troops. 

T/EHMAs now made his entry into Isfahan, and was received with 
all thofe demonftrations of joy which' the fudden change, from the c-xe- 
■ ' crable 
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crable tyranny of the ufurper ashreff, to the gentle deportment of their 
legal fovereign could infpire. j The remembrance of lus misfortunes added 
all the tendernefs of affedlionate fubjedls, to the religiouSj refpeft for the 
perfon of him who npw appeared as the only furvivor of the seffie fa- 
mily. But the tranfports of his joy were in a great meafure fupprefledi 
when he heard of the fete of the king his father, and few the palace, 
which eight years before contained all the fplendor of a court, exhibiting 
only naked walls j the remembrance that he was reftored to the throne of 
his anceftors, was not Sufficient to filence tlie didtates of humanity,, in a 
breaft formed to gentle impreffions , and tho’ a king, he was not afbamed 
to weep. As foon as he entered the harram, an old woman threw her 
arms about his neck in great tranfports of joy j as he knew that ashreff 
had carried away his lifters and other relations, he was the more fur- 
prized to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever Cijce 
the invafion of the Afghans, dtfguifed herfelf in the habit ofia Have, and 
fubmitted to all the offices of drudgery, which are ordinarily impofed on 
perfons in that fituatlon. 

The king, after enjoying.the fetisfadlion to find one of his parents alive> 
prepared himfelf for the duties of a fovereign prince. He received all 
thofe who appeared before him in fo atfeble and obliging a manner, that 
he won them entirely to his interelbj and though their poverty was very 
great, they contributed as liberally aspoffible to the fupport of the army, 
which was incrcafed to near 40,000 men. TmuMAS, whofe tendernefi 
of nature became his crime, inftead of commanding his general to purfue 
and extirpate his enemies, gave way to a melancholy turn of thought, 
Tvehmas kouli khan took occafion fi:om hence, to reprefent to him 
in a refpedtful manner, that his prefent fimation ought to elfece all re- 
membrance of paft difgraces; the shah replied to thiseffea: “ How 
“ IS it poffible that my heart fbould be open to joyj are my own 
misfortunes, and thole of my people to be forgotten, fo long as the 

■ “ murderers of my father and brothers are yet at shikass, where my 

lifters, and other female relations, are held in flavery by the vile af- 
ghans ?*’ This was, in fea, to' reproach tjehmas kouli khan for 
’ his inadivityj for it was in his breaft to have purfued them, without 
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1^29, giving them the leaft time to form any future projedl ; but this general, 
true "to his own principlesr forefaw'that the remembrance of his fervices 
would wear out of the minds of the people, unlcfs to the office of gene- 
raliffimo, he could add that of a prime mihifter, or at leaft poflefs a 
power adequate to it. fie therefore took this occafion to reprelent to the 
SHAH, that he was very ready to march againft the enemy, and finiffi the 
bufmefs of reftoring to his majefty all his dominions ; but that he knew 
an army was not to be kept together without pay } and moreover, he had 
learnt from the experience of lutf ali khan, towards the clofe of the 
unfortunate reign of his father, that the intrigues of a court often baffle 
the moft glorious military operations; therefore, if his majefty meant to 
compleat the work which was fo happily begun, a power muft be granted 
him to levy money for the payment of the army. 

V 

The king, who already deligned to give his aunt in marriage to this 
general, and had adtually made him begleh beg of khorasan, was 
ftartled at his demand of this extraordinary power of levying money ; 
being fenfible that fuch a ftep was in feme meafure to yield up the fove- 
reignty. He oonfulted however with fome of the principal officers, if 
there was any proper perfon to whom he could give the command of the 
army. Whether thefe officers were in the intereft of the general or not, 
they declared their opinion, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve 
under any other perfon than tahmas kouli khan ; and confequently, 
that it would be beft to comply with his demand for tlie prefent, and re- 
fent his infolence hereafter, when there ftiould not be any fuch preffing 
occafion for his fervices. The khan, thus obtaining his point in fo im- 
portant an article, profefled an entire devotion to his mafter’s fervice : as 
a proof of which, he offered to take the field immediately, and go in 
featch of the Afghans. Accordingly before the end of dece.mber this 
year, the PERSIAN army began their march towards shirass. 
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PART III. , 

FROM THE 

Total defeat of the AFGHANS in 
JANUARY 1730, 

TILL 

TiEHMAS KOULI KHAN is chosen king* 

IN MARCH 1736, 


CHAP. VI. 

Ashrefp flops at shirass. T^ehmas kouli khan marches amt defeats 
the AFGHANS the i^th 5/' January 1730. FUght, dtjirefs, and death 
of ashrefp. T/Thmas KOULI KHAN marches againjl the xurks, and 
takes HAMADAN and tavris j he makes a truce, returns to herat, re- 
duces that province, and marches into khorasan. The shah marches 
to erivaNj obtains fame advantages over the turrs, and is aftersoards 
defeated near the aras, and again at hamadan. 


A SHREFF did not entertain the leaft thoughts, that the aflive 1729. 
T.EHJIAS KOULI KHAN would remain long at Isfahan j on the 
contrary, he expeiled to be clofely purfued. He had, belides 
his army, a numerous caravan, of which part confifted in camels loaded 
with the plunder of Isfahan 5 yet the firft day he marched fixty miles. 

His Intentions were to have taken the rout of kherman, but hearing that 
the BALOUCiiES were in arms, and concluding tliey would have no regard 
to him as a fugitive prince, poflcded of great riches, he determined to 
match to shikass. When he was informed that the Persian army was 

loitering 
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1729; loitering in Isfahan, he had Jelfure to plundei and ravag<^the provjnce,- 
aS well as the ci^, and gave a loofe to all that baibanty, which the coiji- 
phcated motives of revenge and avarice can foggeft to a mind naturally 
cruel.^ To this he was <he more induced, by the conduit of the Per- 


sians in ISFAHAN towards the Afghans. , ' 1 


‘ Tjehmas kouli khan having fupported the rigor of the feafon witli 
great conftancy, after a march of twenty days arrived near astakhar 
His troops had fuffered very much by the feverity of the feafon, and want 
of provifions, the Afghans having laid the countiy wafte 5 fo that the 
PERSIAN general found his aimy confiderably diminiflied, by mortality 
and defertion. The Afghans having fixed their camp in an advan- 
tageous fituation, determined to try the fortune of another battle. The 
PERSIAN troops, on their part, were impatient to give a finilhing ftroke 
1730. to the AFGHANS. The 15th of JANUARY, TJEHMAS KOULI KHAN at- 
tacked the AFGHANS with all his troops, with the fame vigor as he had 
done at mourtchakor, and put them inftantly to flights infomuch that 
he was apprehenfive,' left by fo feeble a refiftance they meant only to 
draw him into an ambufcade. Ho had adopted it as a maxim, not to fe- 
parate his troops j being fenfible that when a detachment is routed, their 
flight often throws a whole army into confuCon ; and that the fpeed with 
whjch the- vanquiihed fly, is but a precarious fecurity to them, fince the 
conqueror muft overtake them at laft. * 


An excels of epution, may bring on the fame confequences as ralhnefs t 
the khan’s great circumfpcdlion, upon this occafion, gave the Afghans 
an opportunity to concert raeafures for their fecure retreat, with all their 
valuable effedls. The houfes, gardens, and narrow pafliiges about tlie 
city of siiiRAss, were fuch as rendered the approach difficult ; and tlie 
khan refolved to put nothing to an unnecefliry hazard, fince it was 
plain that the pride of the Afghans was humbled to the dull. 

Thefe people had however taken a refolution, to defend a paflage in the 
north fide of the mountains, which leads to the city 5 and dividing their 

men 

'* Tbu aty is near the rains of the anticct rzRSEroLis. 
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men into platoons, made feveral difcharges on the Persian army : finding I73°‘ 
this did not hinder the Persians from marching on in regular order, they 
fled to shirass. Ashrefp being now reduced to the laft extremity, fcnt 
two of his principal officers to taehmas kouli k;han, with offers of de- 
livering up the ptincefles^ alia the trcafure and other efTefts belonging to 
the crown, on condition that he and his troops fliould retire out of Persia 
unmolefled, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. To 
this the KHAN replied, that he would not comply with fuch propoSis j on 
the contray, that if they did not deliver up ashreff, he would put ail 
ther AFGHANS to the fword. Thefe officers then' pretended, that if the 
KHAN would grant them quarter, they would deliver up their chief: 
to this no definitive anfwer was given, but the deputies were permitted 
to retire. ' 

In the interim ashreff, who was not ignorant that he had nothing 
to expeft but a ciuel death, if he fell into the hands of the Persians, 
marched off in the night, and was got to fbme diilance before the khan 
was informed of it. It may be prefumed, that it did not give him any 
great concern tliat he had miffed the recovery, of the princefles of the 
royal blood, however he might be affeiled with regard to the treafure. 

In order to facilitate their retreat, the Afghans feparated into different 
bodies; it therefore became the more difficult to- prevent tlieir flight. 

The KHAN was not- perhaps fo much concerned about this, as his army 
imagined; fince every circumftance of his conduiS proved that he was in 
his heart a tartar, and mote difpofed to favour that nation than the na- 
tives of Persia; and thus we may, in feme meafure, reconcile a condudb 
feemingly fb contrary to the natural adlivity of his genius. However, on. 
his arrival at shirass, he caufed feveral of the Afghans, whom he found 
there, to be put to death : thofe of any diflinftion he lent prilbners to 
ISFAHAN with the news of his vidloty. 

Altho’ ASHREFF had made a fudden and leerct flight, fbme of the parties, 
which the khan detached after him, overtook the Afghans, and a fkir- 
mifh enfued, but the Persians were obliged to retreat. It is not ealy to 
8 figure 
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I- 73 °- figure the difficulties which ashreff encountered ; ihis riches ferving only 
to iucreafe his danger : befides the great diftrefs he was in for provifion 
and forage, in the dead of winter, he was perpetually attacked, on every 
fide by the peafants, till at length he was obliged to abandon his baggage, 
and after that to drop all the Persian women and children, whom he 
was carrying into captivity. Some of his followers, ^tranlportcd with rage 
and jealoufy, killed their women, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of their enemies. 

' - i ( 

Under thefe circumftances, it was impoffible for'them to keep together 
in any conflderable body : their divifion gave an opportunity to moll of 
their captives to efcape ; and among thefe were the aunt and lifter of shah 
TA^HJiAS. As foon as thefe ladies returned to shir ass, they were condudl.. 
ed honourably to the court at Isfahan, and the former was given to 
T^HMAS uouLi KHAN in marriage. Hunger and thirft, cold and fatigue, 
with inceflant lltirmilhes, having difperfed the Afghans 5 ashreff haif 
with him only 200 men, when he was attacked by a body of the da-' 
LoucHEs ^ : he made a very gallant defence, but at length he and his people 
were cut to pieces. . ' • > 

Thus ended the ufurpation of tlie AFGHANS, but not the calamities of 
PERSIA. The death of ashreff was but a prelude to thofe mifchiefs, 
which NADIR, that fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy 
country. The weaknefs of husseim’s reign, had been the firft apparent 
caufe, which by a chain of eftefls could hardly'fail to plunge this raifer- 
able nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to thofe it had felt under 
the cruel Afghans. . 

T tHMAS KouLi KHA.N remained about two months in sihrass, and 
rcfrcfticd his army. As foon as the fpring approached, he dircfled his 
courfc towards ha.madan : his name was already fo formidable to the 

TURKS’, 

* There are daTcrcnl accouau gnea conccrrm- ihe place where Uui ArCHAV chjef ceded hir 
life, bui as ihc defert of ircCATAN war Itis root to AAKeAliAX, i( may be prefumed that he tsaa 
ttet scry far adtanced la that comtry whett dtJ etcra happejicd, 

7 
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TURKS, that front his valour and experience, they dreaded the lofs of thofe 
dominions, which they had conquered during tlie late troubles in Persia. 
If he was an objefl of terror to them, his condnaallb gave.umbrage at tlie 
court of ISFAHAN i the afcendency he had obtained by means of the 
army under his command, rendered him abready too great for a fubjefi. 

Shaht,fhmas had no fooner made a dilpofition of his interior govern- 
ment, tlian he fent an embaflador to the port, to acquaint the grand 
lignior of his re-eftabhfliment in the government of the Persian empire; 
and that he delited to live in perfedl amity with the Turks ; demanding, 
however, the leftltution of his dominions, which they had taken during 
the troubles, and alfo all the Persian prifoners. The emballador had 
hardly opened his comroiflion, when news arrived at Constantinople, 
that the PERSIAN army had already taken hamadan. The Turkish mi- 
niftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference.. The 
emballador declared, that he believed the news was not true, or that thofe 
hoftilities had been committed.contrary to his mailer’s intention, by feme 
rebellious fubjedls: however, the turks relblved immediately to declare 
war againll the Persians, and accordingly made great preparations to 
carry it on with vigor. 

In the mean while, t,ehmas kouli khan had by his arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and the abufe of his authority, rendered his fecurity abfolutely 
inconlillent with peaceable meafures ; or, indeed, with any other fitua- 
tion than that of being at tlie head of an army. He had, in fadl, beaten 
adoallah basha, and taken hamadan, and following the Turks to 
kermanshah, compleated the defeat of that army. After putting gar- 
rifons in thefe places, he marched for tavris and ardeville ', which 
the BASHA kouproli was ordered to defend with 40,000 men ; how- 
ever, the KHAN having out-marched him, took thefe places. The 
TURKS being thus terrified at the progrels of the Persians, demanded a 
tmee, to which r.,£HMAS kouli khan confented the more readily, as 

tlic 

r This city had been laciom lor the rcpalchres or the FEKaiA-i Lirgj, lor colleger nchly erdoaed, 
and mofquct \nlb colUy ornaoienci in lUicr, batUtcTVaKi during the tiocblcs abctu.cd the Led', 

plunder'd the nchcr> 
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^7,0 th® ABDOLLEES of HERAT had revolted, and formed a confiderable army. 
Upon this he returned back with a laige body of Ills troops, and by a 
laborious m'arch entered the country of esferain, and defeated the ab- 
dollees in a pitched battle. He then blockaded hekat, which being 
unprovided for a liege, was obliged' to fubmit. v Heput tiie governor and 
all tlie principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leav- 
ing a garrifon of his own men, he marched to mesched, 

Tabhmas shah concluded that the truce with the port would not ter- 
minate in any accommodation : the Turks took advantage of the abfence 
of KOULI khan, and great preparations were made for the march of tlie 
OTTOMAN armies. The shah therefore left Isfahan in October, witli 
an array of about 20,000 men, diredtinghis courfe towards tavkis, where 
he joined the troops left by his general tjihmas kouli khan. From 
thence he marched over the mountains of 'Armenia, in the height of 
1731. winter, by which he loft a confiderable number of his men: and about 
the end of February he reached erivan. Ali basha, seraskier of 
that province, had taken care to fupply the city, not only for a fiege,-but 
alfo to aift offenfively agalnflr the Persians when a favourable opportunity 
lliould offer : accordingly he caufed 6000 of hls men to march out of the 
garrifon to attack the Persians, with inftruflions to retreat at the firft fire. 
This order was executed fo well, that the Persians having the apppearance 
of aviSory, followed the Turks, and fell into the fnare; for a maflted 
battery of cannon was played on them fo furioully, that they loft a great 
number of men. The basiia at the lame time marched out of his camp, 
and attacked the Persians in flank, fo that the battle became very bloody 
on both fides; however, the Persian valour was fuperior to that of the 
TURKS, who were driven back to their entrenchments. The shah then 
laid liege to the caftlc, but the torks having laid the country warte, he 
foon found Ins army in diftrefs lor provifions, and was obliged to raife the 
fiege. The PERSIAN army then dircdled their courfc towards tavris. 
Am BASHA followed tlicm, and loon met and joined the forces of basha . 
KoupRoti. The union of the Turkish troopshaving rendered them fii- 
perior to tlie Persians, they attacked the persia.n army near the city 
AST AB AT, and defeated them, puiliing feme of their troops into the river 

a ZENCUl;* 
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ZENGUI »;_many of. them.wero drowned, and a great number taken pri- 
foiiers. ' Among the latter was si’FriBKoui.i khan, a general of diftincl 
tipn,. who had been formerly the atijemat doulet of shah hussein. 
This perfon, now, about 6o years ,of age, was remarkable for his know- 
ledge and bravery. .When he was brought prifoner to Constantinople, 
the grand dgnior' demanded of him,' why ?t the late fiege of tavris he 
had fuffered the chief mullah and his family to be maffacred ? He an- 
fwered in an undaunted tone. “ There are rafcals in Persia Js well as in 
“ TURKEY, and when a place is taken by aflaulr, it js impolTible for 
“ commanders^to. preyent_di{brders.’;_ Whatever might be the reafons 
-which induced the ottoman court to behave thus cruelly to this gallant 
officer ; he was condufled richly cloithe'd, with his hands tied behind 
him, to a place near the feraglio, where the grand lignior glutted his 
rcfentment in feeing his head cut off. In the mean time, the Persian 
embaffadors had been very ill treated, and even plundered on the road, fo 
that the f urks feemed to obferve no term's with their enemies, but de- 
termined to lay wade the borders of Persia with fiie and fword. 

T.«h.mas shah had, befoie hisdefeatnear astabat, refolved to aban- 
don tavris, in order to provide for the fecurity of haMadan, to which 
ACHiiED BASHA was preparing to lay fiege. The Persian army reached 
the plains of iiamadan in September, being reduced from 50* to lels 
than 30,000 men. With tiicfe were joined the garrifon of the city ; and 
a bloody battle enfued between the two armies, in which thcTURKs were 
viftorious. The shah returned with his fcattered forces to casein 5 and 
HAiiADAH fell again into the hands of the Turks. Thus the ottomaji 
army gained this year, what they loft the year before. 

During tbefe tranfaflions in tlie field, the fituation of afiiurs in turkey 
was changed l;iy inteftine commotions. As dicy bad morepyer much to loft, 
without a profpedt of piaking any further acquifition, peace was become 
very defirable. Achmed, basha of bagdat, in cpnfequencc of the fuccels 
of the PERSIANS the preceding year, had received orders yo make a peace 
with them on the beft terms lie could. Ibrahim^ basha, the grand 
Fa ' ..... I vizir, 

r Thismer fills into a Me tdow ajtaoat. i It may be prefomed that 

he collcRcd a great naribcr of forces m Im niatHi liaough yz&alA mto tie TuaitisH domtitiocs, 
befides the force, he found at tavris. v 
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j". vizir, was apprehenfive that if fuccefe attended the arms of the Persians' 
in reconquering the provinces wrefted from that monarchy, during tlie^ 
invafion of the Afghans, fiich'an event would neceflarily render his 
fafety the more precarious, as he was already odious to the people. 

. The end of September the preceding year, a great revolntion hap- 
pened at CONSTANTINOPEE i and as this event was attended with re--, 
markable circumftances, it will not be foreign to our fubjeft, to give a, 
fuccindl account of it. j r i 


CHAP. VII. 

An account of the revolution in turkey. The grand vizir, and feveral 
other great officers fut to death. Achmed the Illd dethroned, Ma- 
hommed advanced to the government. The extraordinary adventures of 
PAIROKA KALIL, chief of the rebels. ’ 1 

1730. TT often pleafes the wifdom of providence to accomplifli the greateft 
A. ends by ignoble inftrumcnts.i Patrona kalil, a native of aeba- 
HIA, who had been a common failor, and was now only a Ample Janif- 
fary,’ became the inftrument of dethroning achmed the III. the grand 
fignior, in refentment of the evil adminiftration of the government, and 
the rapacious avarice of ibrahim dasha the grand vizir. I 

Patrona appeared in arms the 28th of September, at tlie head of afcw 
delperate fellows. It was agreed this fmall body fliould divide itfelf into 
three companies, and taking different routs they were to'ineet at atmei- 
DAN % which was appointed tlieir general rendezvous. This dilpofition 
being made, patrona began his march, difplaying a fmall ffandard j his 
companions, with fabres in their hands, cried out, that all fliopkeepcrs and 
mcchanicks fliould flint up their fliops, and every good muflulman fliould 
follow them enligns to atmeidan, where they would communicate the 
juft caufc of their appearing in arms againft the prefent government. The 
two other companies having done the litme, the whole city was man abrm, 

and 


* A p'ua jail \srtKoat Uic (iiy. 
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and the /hops, were ftut up. The Turks who did not join them, confined 
themfelves to their houfes. The ^grand fignior, ‘ ind his vizir ibrahim, 
were at their country palaces at Scutari ; and the reys effenci ** was 
alfo at one of his country houfes on "the canal which extends' to the beack 
SEA._ This minifter, being given up to his natural indolence', treated the 
account which was lent of the tumult as a matter below his attention; 
fo that there was ’no per/bn of authority to qua/h this commotion in the 
city,' except the aga of the Janiflaries, and the kiaya' of the 'grand 
vizir. The laft, apprehenfive of danger, retired ; whilft the aga. put 
himfelf at the head of his guards, defigning to difperfe the mob. He 
foon found that his very guards were^ corrupTed; and'inftead of being 
difpofed to aft offenfively again/!: the promoters of the fcdition, they be- 
gan to complain of his not joining with them to obtain juftice of the 
grand vizir. . ' ’ ' 

Things being thus circumftanced, he was intirely at a lofs_ what mea- 
fures to take, till news was brought him that a party of the rel^els were 
gone to plunder his palace; upon which he retired to provide for his 
own fecurity.' Tlie mob increafed every moment: they obliged<all the 
TURKS they met to join them, threatening to kill thofe who refufed; and 
fome unhappy perfons. who had no inclination to embark in fo deljierate 
an enterprize, aflually fell a facrifice to their fury. They now broke 
open 'all 'the prifons, and made /laves and m'alefiiftors the companions of 
their fortune. As 'their number augmented, tho/e whom fear, rather 
than inclination had hitherto re/lrained, became the partners of their re- 
ibellion. Thus the fire of fedition had already made a great progrefs, 
before the g,aiid vizir had received any exaft information of it; fo that it 
iwas not till four in the afternoon that the mufti'*, the kaimakhan \ 
;aod the kiaya, with feveral other principal officers of ftate, came to 
i inform him to what a height the infurreftion was arrived. , Immediately 
/ a council.was held, which la/led till night without any re/blution, but 
that they ffiould hold another council at the palace of the grand fignior. 

Here 


.t ^ SJcictary of fo*c. ^ 
gnnd Tign or has one 
tl c &ra«ii vxaifj £*& • 


I i U a. 

' Thu u the great alter of the houAoIJ, die t hte as H cll as the 
* The firftccclcfiaftie, ox chief cf die law. " « The deputy of 
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17,30. Here it was refolvcd that the court fliould immediately go to const an- 
TiNOPtE j and they accordingly embarked in a yatcl). They were no 
fooner arrived, than the grand vizir, with the other minifters, began to 
deliberate what meafures to take under fuch preffing circumftances, which 

» were of fuch 9 nature, as feemed already to baffle the utmoft of their feill 
and authority. They refolved however unanimoufly, that the only ef- 
feftual method was the forte of arms, and therefore a body of troops 
thould be colledted. This indeed feemed to be the-only expedient , but 
the grand fignior being informed of their refolution, was unwilling to try 
fuch defperate means. As foon as it was day, his highnefs fent one of, 
the principal officers of the bostangis ‘ to ataieidan, to command the 
rebels in the gland fignior’s name to retire ; and to acquaint them that if 
they did not ffiew a leady obedience, his highnefs would be obliged to 
have recourfe to arms. They made reply with great unconcern, that they 
were aflembled for the honour and welfare of the ftate, and would not lay 
down their arms, till the fultan redreflbd their grievances. 

The grand fignior highly incenfed at fo infolent an anfwer, gratified 
his refentment m leproachmg his vizir ibrhaim as the caufe of the dif- 
order. The vizir laid the fault on the kaimakhan, loading him with 
the moft heavy reproaches in the prcfencc of the fultan ; turning towards 
whom he faid, “ Will your highnefs fulFcr that a wretch fo vile and de- 
“ fpicahle as this ffiall longer enjoy the light.” The fultan ftruck with 
the manner in which his vizir accufed the kaimakhan, caufed him im- 
mediately to be arrcfted : and then allhming a compofed air, ditcourted 
with the vizir upon the iituation of their affaiis. Ibkahim who was an 
able, tho’ not an honed minifter, found the advice his mader gave was 
impraflicable j therefore, without amufing him with vain projefls, he re- 
commended -force as the only expedient to reduce the rebellion. “ I 
“ fee,” continued he, “ in this ctifis of the empire, only two expedients ; 
“ either that your highnefs put yourfclf at the head of your hoiidioid 
“ troops, and fall upon the rebels, or that you permit me to go in your 
“ place. I flatter myfelf that I am fufficiently beloved by the foldiers to 
“ form a confiderable party, as fbon as I fliall appear.” 

. ' The 

V ThcfcEie 3 tpecics otinilitu m xuRKEr, b^ttlic/ alfn fcrve ai guariJj of tbe farasbo. 



Chap. Vir. NADIR SHAH. 47 

The timorous fujtan reliflied neidier of thefc propofals, but ftill vainly lyjo. 
endeavoured to avail himlelf of the right he derived as fovereign of the 
people. He therefore caufed the Randard of mahommed to be forthwith 
difplayed at the gates of the feraglio, and ordered a proclamation to be made 
from the ramparts, that every foldier who would come under this banner, 
to aflift him in reducing the rebels, ihould receive a gratification of 30 
crowns ‘‘ i and, moreover, that their pay ihould be augmented two aipers. 

He foon found that thefe fair promifes were ineffeiSaal, and therefore gave 
orders that the uostangis fhould be aflembled, but neither were thefe 
orders prafkicablc, for thofe who were capable of bearing arms concealed 
themfelves, having no inclination to fight in behalf of a minillry, which 
had been long odious to them. His next application was to the marine ; 
but before any number of men could be colledled, patrona kalil, at the 
head of a body of rebels, fell upon thc.arlenal, drove the captain basha 
from it, and threatened the foldiers of the marine, if they perfifted in de- 
fending the court, he would grant them po quarter, but would burn their 
houfes, together with all the fliips and gallies belonging to the fultan. ' By 
this means, he difperfed a great number who had already received mopey 
for enlifting, and brought off others to join his party , at the fame time, he 
augmented his forces with all the Turkish malefiufiors and fiaves, who 
were ui the gallies and baths. 

At length the grand Ggnior fent a deputation to the rebels, demanding 
what their intentions were ; they anfwered, that they defired the jiufti, 
the grand vizir ibkahim basha, the kaijiakhan, jiustapha basha, 
and AiAHOMiiED the kiaya, might be delivered to them : with regard to 
his highnefs, they werefatisfied with his reign, and wifhed him profperity. 

Upon this anfwer, the fultan immediately caufed the two lall to.be ar- 
rclled, and fent to acquaint the rebels that they. fhould be put to death; 
but that, in confideration of his compliance fo far, they ought to be con- 
tented with the banifhment of the aiutti and vizir. The rebels con- 
fented" to fpare the mufti, but fill! perfifted Jn their firfl demand in re- 
gard to the VIZIR ; infomuch, that tlie fultan found his own fecurity 
would be endangered by his refufal. 

^ t In 
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In the mean while patrona conduced himfelf with all the dignity 
and good order of a commander in chief, exadling an oath fiom his com- 
panions, that they Ihould commit no kind of excels. For the better 
fupport of their difeipline, fome, who had committed tliefts and diforders, 
were adlually puniflied with death by a confent of the leaders of the re- 
bellion : by which means the city was fupplied with provifions as ufual. 
The J aniflaries, who had revolted long before in their hearts, joined the 
rebels at atmeidan, where they formed a regular camp. This Hep feem- 
ed to render the aftairs of the court delperate ; however, the fultan made 
another effort to obtain the life of ibrahim basha : to which tire rebels 
made no other reply, than that they had already done enough in pardon- 
ing the MUFTI. The grand vizir, and other great officers already men- 
tioned, were accordingly condemned to die, and the 30th of September 
the delinquents were condudted to kapu orasi The approach of death 
fo terrified the kiata, that he rendered up his foul without the hand of 
the executioner. The kaimakhan performed the offices of devotion, 
and received the abfolution which is ufual on fuch important occafions, 
in a very compofed and regular manner. The vizir did not exprefs lefs 
fortitude and compofure, but he neither faid his prayers, nor received 
abfolution j obferviog, that as bis life was fo near an end, he would not 
give himfelf that trouble. 

How far the grand vizir had milbehaved, during the long adminillra- 
tion of twelve years, may be judged from the immenfe riches which he 
left behind him. One of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber ‘, who had 
been in his fecrets, now confeffed that in a vault under the pigeon-houfe, 
which this minhler had cauted to be built in one of die courts of the fe- 
raglio, his riches were depofited. From hence were taken four iron chefts,' 
of which three contained 1 8 long leather bags, with 60,000 fequins ” fun- 
duklis in each, and the fourth contained a great quantity of precious ftones. 
The Ki AVA of Ibrahim's harram, who had a perfeit knowledge of his af- 
fairs, confeffed that a great part of thefe riches was the price of injuftice , and 
• that 

The apaament in the fertgUo, wlicre pnlooeu of ftatc arc put M death. * Auactac 

ec LA R. m fequm u 1,5 1 2,000 / which (ecroi to be much too large a 

*0 be aaafled by any ouuflcr in any C9i}ntjy, without t cry great corrupuon indeed. 
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that he had himfelf been employed In the moll lecret manner, at different 
times, in conveying money into the& chdh. 

The next day in the morning, the Wies of thefe three' great officers, 
without any funeral rites, and almoft naked, were conveyed in a cart to 
ATMriDAN, followed by a crowd, who expreffed great contempt and re^ 
fentment of the condudl of thefe minillets by infulting their remains, and 
declaring with loud acclamations, that they hoped all the enemies of their 
religion and country would meet with the fame fate. When the bodies 
were brought into the camp , the rebels were'loud in their expreffions of 
refehtment, that the grand fignior had not delivered the.traitors alive, as he 
had promifed. It was urged, on the other hand, that the fultans had 
never been accudomed to deliver tlieir minillcrs alive into. the hands of 
their enemies, and that they ought to be fatisfied with the, great con- 
defcenfion which his highnefs had fhewn upon this occafion. , 

The rebels having carried theig point thus far, were into-xicated with 
their own fuccefs, and began to declare without referve, tliat they would 
depofe the suitan aciimed III. and fet his nephew mahommed on the 
throne. They confidered thatjtCHMED was naturally cruel, and had 
caufed all thofe to be put to death who bad dethroned his brother must A- ' 
PHA II. in 1703 , and confequently, they could expeft very little quarter 
from him, fliould his power be again eftablilhed, as they had been the 
authors of the death of bis nea.t relation ierahim : on the contrary, ffiould. 
they chufe mahommed, who had been confined for feven ,and. twenty, " 
years, there was' great reafon to believe he would acknowledge their fer- 
viecs. Acbmed, in reality, had given them no remarkable caufe of com^ 
plaint, except’his great favour to ibrabiM|Basha; fo that it was in fome 
meafure difficult to find a Ipecious motive for this laft aft of violence^iii 
the Hate. ‘ They pretended, that the body of the vizir ibsahim was not, 
among thofe of the delinquents,” however, after hanging the bodies of. 
the K aimakhan and kiaya, each upon a tree, as Ipeftacles to the peo-. 
pie, theyjdragged die third, which was really ibrahim’s, at a horfe’s 
tail to the gates, of the feraglio. - , i . ‘ 

' . ' ' ^ I _ 
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Here they demanded with the moil clamor'ou/infolcnce, that the real 
vizir with' all his creatures' fliould be delivered to'them alive, as alfo the 
KEYS EFFENDi j adding, that as they qould not depend on_ the promifes 
of ACHMED, who Contrary to 'all laws! perfi'ftcd in' protecSing a villain, 
whofe avarice had plunged the Hate into the greateft diftrefs, he was 
no longer worthy to feign; at the fame time they proclaimed lytAHOM- 
MED. Achmed tried' every expedient to quiet them, offering them con- 
liderable rewards, and to deliver up all thofe whom they demanded ; 
but they were inflexibly bent on dethroning him. On their return to 
ATMEiDAN, they threw the carcafs of ibrahim into the common road, 
near -a fountain, where this minifter had eroded an elegant ftrudure' 
about two years before, as an embellifliment to the city, and for the.ufe 
of the people. <i 

The rebels having plunged themfclves fo deep, began to find the ne- 
ceflity of fome perfon, fkilled and experienced in politics, to condud 
them in the completion of their work.' Ispiri zade, one of the fultan’s 
chaplains, though he had often received the higheft marks of the royal 
bounty, had the ingratitude to abandon his mailer, and join in the con- 
Ipiracy. This man had concealed his ambition under the cloak of piety 
and mortification, and was now fecretly become their chief advifer. The 
ill of OCTOBER he entered the feraglio,^ where he found the minillers of 
ACHMED under a great conllernation, not knowing what would be the 
ilTue of the rebellion. As foon as this treacherous pnell entered the apart- 
ment, the minillers inquired impatiently what was palling in the city. 
He anfwered with the air of a man depreffed with forrow : “ The rebels 
“ will not upon any account fubmit'that achmed fliall reign over them 
“ any longer'; all my endeavours'^ in favour of the fultan are rendered 
“ abortive, by the liercenels of their animolity. It is in vain to flatter 
“ ourfelves any longer, that we fliall be able to alter their refolution.” ^ 


At thefe words, the whole allcrably became motionlefs, and unable to 
utter a word. The perfidious ispirl zade, obferving that there waS 
no body who dared to acquaint the fultan with this news, went himfelf. 
As foon as he entered the royal ptefence, achmed faid, “ Arc the rebels 

. « yet 



Chap.VII. ^ NADIR SHAH... c, 

“ 'yet at ATMEIDAN ? why do they xiot rctifc ? I have Ihewn them more 1730. 
** favour than I ought : I have offered to do themjuftice on thofe of 
“ whom they complain 5 andihave promifedthemligeprefents; what 
would they have more?'* Jspiri zade replied, in a bold but com- 
pofed tone, Thy reign is finiChed ; thy revolted fubjeih will no longer 
fubmit to thy dominion.** Achmed, ffarling up, replied, “ Whence 
“ comes it that you have delayed to give me this information?’* Then 
running immediately to the apartment® of mahommed his nephew, be 
took him by the hand, and condudUng him to the throne, placed him 
there himfelf, ,and was^ the firft who fainted him as emperor. Among 
manyjtender.things, hefpokc to this effedt: “ Remember that your fe-j 
** ther loft the place in which you are now feated, by his blind com- 
** plaifance for his mufti feizoullah efffndi 5 and that I lofe it roy-^ 

** felf, by having trufted too much to my vizir ibrahim basha. Learn 
" from our examples not to confide in your mimfters without due cir- 
cumfpedlion. If I had always followed ray old maxims, I IhooJd 
“ never have left mine fo long in place, or omitted to have demanded 
“ frequent and regular accounts of the affairs of the empire. Perhaps I 
“ might have then finilhed my reign as glorioully as I began it. Farewel s 
“ I wifli that yours may be more happy? and I hope that you will have 
“ a proper regard for me and my children, whom I recommend to your 
care.** Immediately the unfortunate achmed retired to thofe apart- 
ments vr WVv bva nephew hnd quvued. ^ 

After the ceremony of the inauguration of the new fultan was per- 
formed with the ufual pomp, and he had received the honours due to 
this 1 high dignity? his curiofity excited him to fee patrowa kalil, 
who had been the inftrument of his exaltation to the throne. This man 
appeared before the grand fignior in the habit of a common Janiffiry, 

\\ ith his naked knees. He advanced with a bold air to the fultan’s throne, 
and kifled his hand. His hjghneft laid, ** What can I do for thee ? 

“ Thou haft a right to demand of me any favour.” Tins artful wicked 
fellow, now gave marks of more noble and generous fentiments, than 
could be cxpedlcd from hi& birth and paft. lift;, and anfwered the fultaa 
■' G 2 ^ I j ! to 

* Cas oda 



THE HISTORY. OF 


■ P 4 it HI. 


1730, to tWs purpofe ; “ As to^ the prefent timej I am arrived at thebigheft point 
^ “ of my wirties/iti feeing your higlmcfs on the throne of the ottoman 

‘‘ empiie. .With regard to the future, I know I have nothing to expecS 
“ from ypi) but an ignominious death.” The grand lignior replied, “ I 
fvteat^I tviU never dp.you any harm j tell me only what recompcnce I 
“ can make you, and I grant it before ypu alk.” “ Since your royah 
“ goodnefs is without bounds,” replied patrona, “ I defire that yoU’ 
‘‘ will fupprefs all the new impofts with which your fubjedls have been 
“ loaded under the late adminiftration.” 1 

^ ^ i » 

This was a dangerous lequeft, as it feemed to increafe the popularity 
of this fellow ; however the grand fignlor did not hefitate to comply, and 
orders were immediately given to fufpend the colledlion of thofe taxes. 
In the interim the rebels, far from difbanding, committed many out- 
rages, particularly in pillaging feveral houfes of perfons proferibed, which 
had been fealed up with the royal feal. The new fultan could not but 
havf a quick refcntment of fo great a mark of diftepeil, as well as viola- 
tion of the laws; however, as he was not yet fecure on his throne, he 
‘ deficed that they would refrain from fuch kind of executions ; repreftnting 
at the fame time, that as they had placed him on the throne,' they ought to 
leave tile power and authority of punifhing to him, in the manner which 
he {hould think moft convenient. Thcfe gentle remonftrances, though 
' founded in the highefe reafon, did not prevail on the bjfe and undif- 
ciplined minds of the rebels ; on the contrary, they renewed their in- 
llances that the keys effendi fhould be delivered up to them. Tlio’ 

, this minifter had not been fo guilty as, the other officers of Hate, yet he 
thought proper to retire and conceal h'mfelf. But had he been prefent, 
the new fultan feemed in no difpofition to comply with their extrava- 
gance, the gratification gf which might have only ferved to increafe their 
tumultuous fury. 

The rebels proceeded in rifling the houfes of thofe who were mofl 
obnoxious to them : the plunder of the grandees, together with the 
■f riches of the vizir, enabled patrona' to make a plentiful difiribution 
of money to gratify all his followers, among whom even children' and 

old 
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old men.wcrt admitted, as by this means he incrcafed his popularity. 
■Tltc (lieutenant-general of the Janiffaries. tho' chofen by the rebels, was 
coafitroed by the iultan s he tlierefore too.h the liberty to reprefent, that 
'lb prbfufe a liberality to perfons fo little intitlcd to it, ill fuited with juft 
government, in tbe.caufe of which they had taken up arms: but this 
uabappy ofticcr, for his mdifcrcet zeal, was cut to pieces on the fpot. 

The grand lignior, obfe^ing that it would be impoflible to' eftabliflr 
peace whilft p.\.trona appeared in arms, propofed to give him'a'ricl'i 
government, or a fum of money to retire. Patrona knew well'that 
he could have no fecurity but- in arms; however he continued to chaftife 
thofe who committed any outrage without his permilTlon. All the new 
officers of ftate, out of fear of his lawlefs power, paid him the greateft 
refpeft. t ' 


Patron.\ at length reflefting, tint the charafler of a’.dlfinfereftcd 
patriot, in which he had hitherto appeared, would not fupport him,’ when 
the lives of the inhabitants of coNSTA.NriNopi.c, together with ’their 
wealth lliould ccafe to be in his power; began to accept bribes, and to 
fell his favours for money. His companions being informed of it, ex- 
prcITcd their rcfentnient with feme bitternefs,’ as he thus viohited thofe 
principles, in defence of which they liad taken up arms. The matter 
was but too apparent, and tended much to weaken his intcreft ; however, 
he ftill pretended that all his paffions and defires centered in the public 

... . . 


Their plundering and proferiptions ftill continuing, the fultan convoked 
•a council, compofed of his new multi .and principal officers of ftate. In 
confequenco of this, the mufti prepared his religious artillery, by fending 
Ids rETKA to the rebel camp at atmeidan,, by the istameoue nr- 
rE.NDi “. This was a humorous whimfical fellow, who having from the 
beginning taken the part of the rebels, was in great efteem ainongft then^ 
and plajed'his part fo well, that the moft fcnfible among the JiinilTaries 
‘confented to retire to their quarters, and to fubmit to the fulun's pleafurej 
At the fiine time the rebels were threatened, that if they did not retire. 


• lici.tcn2r.t of tllCpo!«C J1 CO'fSTASTti.OPLE. 
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1730. “ war, to prevent greater evils, and to revenge ourfelves on them for the 
“ blood of muflUlmen, which they have been the caufe of fpUlmg. Let 
“ us immediately fend a great army againfl: them, whilft the tartars 
“ invade tlie country of thefe infidels on the other fide, and bring the 
“ inhabitants into flavery. I think alfo that there is an abfolute neceflity 
“ to curb the baflias on the fiontiers, in their evil pradtices, fo far from 
“ taking care of the troops, and regarding the Janiffarles as the fure fup- 
“ port of this monarchy, they neat them ill, and retain their pay for 
“ their private ufe, and to gratify their own creatures.’^ 1 

‘He made feveral other remarks in as wild and indigefted a manner, 
whilft the whole affembly, with hearts full of indignation, deplored the 
wietched fitiiation of tlie ftate, that obliged the gieat council of the ot- 
toman empire to hear this" defpicable wretch prefume to give laws. At 
length the khan of the tartars, tired of hearing his impertinent dif- , 
coutfe, faid, '* You, who fpeak fo much of war, do you know what it is ? , 
“ What teafons are there that his highnefs thould declare war againft tlie 
“ RUSSIANS > Do you not know that the court is at peace with them 1 
“ and that without juft caute we ought not to break that peace? Before 
“ *wc proceed to fuch extremities, we ought to know the truth of the , 
“ extraordinary reports which you make. After thh, upon mature de- 
“ liberation, ,we might refolve whether peace or war is moft for the ho- 
“ nour and advantage of the empire. Thefe are not fuch light matters , 
“ as ) ou fcem to imagine : tell me by what rout you would penetrate 
“ into RUSSIA?” " By what rout,’.” replied patrona, “ that is a plea- . 
“ fant queftion indeed ; why can’t we go the fame way as we did before, 

“ you on one fide, and we on the other?” The tartar prince, with 
an air that plainly ihewed he thought it below his dignity to mate any 
anfwer, othenvife tlian as the circumftances of the ftate rendered it ne- 
ceftiiry to temporize, fpoke to this efleift: “ Formerly we patfed through 
“ POLAND, becaufe we were then at war with the polandfrs, but 
“ at prefent we are at peace with them. Is it juft to fpread dcfola- 
“ tion among people, againft whom we have no caufe of complaint? 

“ Do you know that an army of an hundred thoufand tartars, can- 

>ot 
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( “ not marqh into a country without ruining it? It is true that war is the 
“ proper occupation, and the real fource of the riches of rnyfubjeifts; 
“ fliut up in the plains of the SRiM, as we have no trade, we decline 
“ into poverty; but we had rather facrificc our particular intereft, than 
“ juftice, equity, and the laws of nations. We know that wars are the 
“ challifements of heaven ; and we ought to reflea maturely before 
“ we take up arms, that we may not repent when we are obliged to 
lay them down again. Thefe are not affairs to be refolved on in- 
“ a hurry." Patrona replied, " I fee no harm in carrying defola- 
“ tion into the country of infidels ; and as to our dehberations, I did 
“ not cxpe£l: this council fhould have been compofed of more than you, 
“ MOUSLOUK ACA the grand vizir, a few other perlbns, and my- 
" felf ; and for the future, if you pleafe, it lliall be fo, that we may 
“ condud our bufinefs with more fecrecy; othetwife the infidels, being 
*' informed of our refolutions, will difconcert our meafures." “ When 
“ the bufinefs of a council," replied the kuan, “ is to confult of wac 
“ or peace, it is a maxim 'eftabliflied among us, to have numerous af- 
“ lemblies, that we may know the different fentiments of men upon fo 
“ weighty a concern. You fee that ibrahim basha, ambitious of go- 
“ verning alone, not only periflicd birofelf by an ignominious death, but 
" was near drawing on the ruin of the empire. It is afionilhing, that fo 
" recent and terrible an example docs notinftrud you to avoid the danger 
“ of direding folely ; but I declare, if that continues, I will fupplicate 
‘‘ his highnefs to fend me into the rerooteft banifiiment, rather than be a 
“ witnefs to the violation of his honour,' and the ruin of the Hate.” 

So bold a declaration as this, could not but fijcnce the formidable ta- 
trona. The council broke up, and nothing was determined. Many 

entertained 

• Tta M-as sroUier Jan Uniy of tlic Cunc Biurp at rATSoj a Sicilelf. o forfci eS Bn !‘*i: on 
fcierat occ«f o. i This fclloa. dur ng ihc muiCaiiooS of the tale rcioli.t.oa, went sat b -n ir-prs 
niriolo fome of ihc irib-nsls m coNsTAOTiaoFor, and »atl-oar rofcr.e difraiclcd hii tirnlur.Ei 

0 atlcoJea him. w tli orders to hill Inch and fuels rcsTons; lasing thefe who were frclcar I roiy 
at ihc Ija c time s.ho he wns, and ihat he had the gift of diftosenrig ihe 1-c.mts of mca r that he 
laved fcone.1 nen erd luired rvft-Iv I buldiog therrsiooV to thearfirlvcs. Such the powc' ot the 
Ja-rChrics at I'at uue. aid .he rarer svhich tir; fprcaJ threugh ihc c .f. 
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■ entertained the moft ardent wiflies to fee the deftrudlion of the rebels j 
who, on their part, concerted meafures to put their own creatures in 
poiTeffion of the principal offices of the government, as the only means 
of fecunng themfelves. 

Two days afterwards, the grand fignior invited patrona, mohslouk, 

^ and the aga of the Janifliiries, to court, defiring to be informed of the 
, effeift of their conference, and to confult with tliem what meafures to 
purfue in regard to the affidrs of Persia, as well as the interior govern-i ' 
ment of the empiie. At 1 1 o’clock they attended, with a retinue of 
fix and ttyenty perfons, whom they left in the firft court, and .were them- 
felves conduced to the chamber, where the ottoman princes are cir- 
. cumcifed’., Here they found the khan of the tartars, the mufti, 
the grand vizir, with other great officers of the crown, feated according 
to their rank : there were alfo many officers of the bostangis, and 
. other perfons. Handing. The rebels took their feats, without feeming to 
fufpedl any danger, as the bostangis are confidered as domeftics of the 
feraglio, , ' 

The grand vizir opened the aflembly, and addreffing himfclf to pa- 
trona, find, “ The grand fignior has made you beglerbeg of ro- 
“ mania', and gives you the command of 30,000 men, with which 
“ you are to join achmed, basha of bagdat, and to afl in concert 
“ with him againif the Persians.” He next fpoke to mouslouk aga 
in thefe terms : “ His highnefs his appointed you beolerbeg of NA- 
“ TOLiA, with a body of troops under your command,” And then turn- 
- ing to, the aga of the Jaiiifiaries, he acquainted him, “ That he was 
“ appointed basha of three tails.” Thus he was going on, when'i.ius- 
TAPliA AGA" cried out aloud, *' Let all the enemies of the flafe be c\- 
“ tirpatedj” and immediately thirty of the officers of the bostangis 

fell 
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fell with their iabres upon patrona kalil, MoustoUK, and the aga 1730; 
of the Janiflaries. The fitft was drawing his dagger from under his furr ‘ 
to defend himfelf, when mustapha aga cut his arm with a ftrofce of 
his fibre : houslouk threw his robe over his face, and refigned himfelf 
to his dcftiny like a ciESAR. 

It may appear extraordinary, that thefe traitors left their guard in the 
outward court, however, the difficulty is reconciled, when we coufider 
that the bufinels they were to treat of, was of an important nature, and 
tint they had, in the fond prefumption of their imaginations, flattered 
themfelves into a belief that the grand lignior had adopted their /enti- 
nients ; not only with regard to the affairs of the empire, but alfo in re- 
fpeft to the fecret manner in which they propofed to hold their connedsj 
agreeably to what patrona had recommended m the laft aflembly. 

, As fooi\ as thefe rebel chiefs were put to deatli, their bodies wera 
thrown into the court before the apartment where the cataffrophe hap- 
pened. A meflenger was immediately fent to acquaint their guard, that 
as the grand flgnior had been pleafed to prefent their chiefs with a' coat 
of honour, his highnefs intended alfo to give them each a captan " ,■ and 
for this purpofe tliey were to enter three or four at a time, that the cere- 
mony might be performed with decency. Thefe deluded wretches were 
no fooner arrived in the interior part of the fecond court, than they under- 
iPAW .'.'.w .as ihiMr ana-fferse .(hcnc nf Jthem an the nuter rnnrr at 

length began to fufpeft, as none of their companions returned, tliat they 
were enfnared, and attempted to fate themfelves : but the gates were fliut 
upon them, and they were flauglitered in the fame manner as the others 

'The report now prevailed in the city, that patrona, jiousloux, and 
-the AGA of the Janiflaries,' had been a long time in the feragiio, all the 
gates of which were (hut. This brought fcteral of the party thither, 

' who began to murmur, and thrcaten-violence , but as foon as they fiw 
the gates opened, and leveral carts brought forth loaded with the bodies 
of their chiefs recking with blood , they were fcized with difmay and ' 
fled. All thele mangled carcafles were expoled in the ffreet for two 
•He " hours, 

- Till? IS .-c term fo tliofe vcflQccu which-arcprclieiwe as narks of favour. 
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hours ; after which, the court, apprehenfive that fo hideous a.fpedtacle 
might conjure up feme new frenzy among the people, caufcd thetn to be 
thrown into the fea. ' 

' A numerous body of guards were now ordered to patrole the flieets, 
to keep good order, and prevent any defperate attempt to fire the city ; 
for p'atrona had often declared, that this would be the confequence of 
faking away his life. ' At the fame time, feveral of the rebels were feizrd 
and put to ’death; and the butcher yanika furvived his patron but^one 
day. Public thanks were then ordered to be given to the Almighty, for 
his fingular. mercy in delivering the ftate fiom fuch imminent danger. A 
general pardon was publiflied to all the rebels, except certain perfons 
who were deemed the chief condudlors of the confederacy; but their 
punKhment alfo was changed into banifliment. , Befide thefe adVs of cle- 
mency, large (donatives were prefented to the Janifliiries, Spaliis* and 
other orders of tlie foldiery who had been concerned in the revolt. Such 
marks of a generous difpolition in their fovereign, converted their refent- 
ment into withes for his profperity and happinefs; fo that by the end 
of NOVEMBER, the City was, to all appearance, reftored to its former 
tranquillity. 

'73 '■ flames of feJition were not however extinguilhed. The blood of 

VATRONA KALiL, JioosLOUK, and thcir other companions, like that of 
the HYDRA, nourithed new monflers, which in lefs than four mombs grew 
to a formidable fize. The great difiipation of ticafure which this revo- 
lution bad caufed, together with the want of conduit in the nc'vv niini- 
flers, not only occafioned the JaiiitJaries to be in arrears for their pay, but 
alfo created a fcatcity of provifions in constantinovle. Towards tlie 
end of rcoRUARY this year, people began to murmur aloud, and predift 
another revolution. 

The number of loofe and abandoned fellows, whom the late rebellion 
had brought together, was great. Thefe from their natural difpofition, 
and from their idle manner o£ living, w ere ripe for any dcfper.itc; enter- 
ptizc. The partizans of ach.med, the dethroned fultan, fubmitted with 

relttflancy 

i Ticfe are civajiy cf tix AU&Ttc dotaaroaj ot xeartT. * , 
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reluftancy to the deffiny of their Jate nwftcrj fo that the fpirie,of rebel- .17- i 
lion tyas,fecretly fomented. The court fcemed, however, to have no ' 
fufpicion o^ it, wlien news was brought the 25th of aiAKCH, that a, body 
of people jiad affembled at ATitEipAN, tlie.ordinary rendezvous of male- 
contents, who, after pillaging feveral fliops’, had collefled a number of 
arms. Thefe being joined by a party of the J.iniiraries, broke open and 
plundered the houfe of the aga of the Janiffaries, who with difficulty 
efcaped with his life. " ' ' 

The AGA immediately acquainted the grand hgnior; and his highnefs 
ordered the grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers to be aflem- 
bled. The experience of septembek iafti had taught them, that fuch’ 
lawlefs force can hardly be fupprelled but by military judice : accordingly ’ 
tliey inftantly colledled-what forces were at hand, during the night 5 and 
left neceffity fliould oblige them to call for affiftance, they carried out the 
ftaudard of jiahoji.med. The turks imagine that thofe who die in 
defence of this ftandard, are entitled to the crown of martyrdom. , As 
foon as day broke, the AOA.of the Janiflaries at the head of one party, 
and the' grand vizir with anotiier,_fell on the, rebels at at.meidaiv. A 
fmart Ikirmlfli enfued : the ftandard-bearer was difmounted, and in dan- 
ger of lo^ng his ftandard, which might have had fatal confequences. 

The rebels being at length put to flight, retired to the chambers of the 
Janifliines, who, though they 'had not token arms in any confiderable 
' numbers, weie ripe for rebellion. The grand vizir therefore prudeiltly 
declined following the rebels, left the violation of that azylum, which the 
quitters of thefe foldiers are efteemed, fliould furnifli a reafon for a revolt, 
arid plunge the city into the fame diforder, as iti had been expofed to four 
.months before. They contented themfelves with killing about 200 in 
the flight, and taking 60 prifoners. As foon as thefe laft had made con- 
feffion of their accomplices, they were ftrangled, and their Jiodies thrown 
into, the fea. 1 _ « - ^ . 1 

‘ The coffee-houles and taverns were immediately ordered to be Ihut ; 
and the'GKEEKS'wbo fell wine had their vefll-ls ftaved, tliat no fuel might 
( ~ ‘ .be 
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be afforded to heat the brains of a defperate mob. A conftant patrole 
was kept in the ftrects, and the leaft fofpicion rendered the party criminal, 
fo that numbers of innocent perfons foffered death. This fevere method 
of curing fo dangerous a difordcr in the body politic had its effedl, and' 
prevented the flames of rebellion from fpreading. 

There were feveral parties of the rebels difpcrfed in different quarters 
of the city, t Some thoufands were determined to have joined the camp 
at ATMEiDAN : had the grand viair therefore been in any degree lefs 
adlive, it is probable another revolution would have fucceeded, with cir- 
cumftances more bloody and fatal than the former. It was imagined that 
^FATIMA, daughter of achmed the HI, and widow of the late grand 
vizir IBRAHIM BAstiA, who was ftrangled, had Corrupted the Janiffaries, 
in hopes of revenging the death of her huiband. Whether this Udy was 
guilty or not, is a queftion which has remained untefolved. In order to 
quafh this fpirit of fedition as much as poflible, a confiderable number of 
BOSNIANS, ALBANIANS, and LATs ', Were baniflied out of the city. The 
grand vizir alfo omitted no means of humbling the rebels. All thofe 
who were ftrangled or beheaded, were thrown into the fea ; and floating 
about with the waves as fpedtacles of terror, became a prey to birds, and 
fifli, infomuch that people of any delicacy, would not eat flfh for fome 
time. , 

It was reckoned, that in thefe different rebellions more than lo, ooc 
men perilhed by the fword or the bow-ftring. Above 30,000 were driven 
out of CONSTANTINOPLE; and the Janiffaries were quartered in differenl 
parts to prevent their cabals. Thofe of a feditious fpirit were obliged tc 
leave the city ; fo that the public tranquillity was at length in a great 
meafure reftored. The Turks however fuffered very great inconveni- 
encies from thefe diforders,' not only by unhinging their government, and 
giving occafion to a continual change of minifters; but alfo by the diflr- 
pation of their treafure, which rendered theih lefs capable of fupporting 
a war againft the Persians. 

CHAP. 

, ^ ^ people who 1 hatit tbc coaft of tjw: slack it who ore robbt's rad nijrdcrcri 

bf r'ofcihon. 
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' CHAP. 

Achmed, basha of EAGDAT, ntgoilatet a feace lutb the Persians in 
JANUARV 1732* T.EHAIAS i^ouLi KH.\N augmcuis his army in kho- 
RASAN. He difapproves of the peace with the Turks, and enters into 
intrigues otiith bis officers. He makes bis fin goveinor of khorasan; 
arrives at Isfahan in august 1732, and endeavours to ^vindicate his 
conduSi to the shah. 

URING thefe inteAine commotions in Constantinople, ach- 1731 
AiED, EASiHA of BAGDAT, received full orders to treat with the 
PERSIANS for a peace, from an apprehenfion that a defeat of any of their 
armies in Asia would unavoidably bring on further revolutions. The 
lofs which TAUiMAS SHAH lately fuftained, in a great mcafiire facilitated 
this undertaking. This prince had alfo many private reafons, with re- 
gard to his Intel ior government, which rendered peace as defirable to him 
as it was to the Turks. Achaicd basha was too able a minirtcr, to be 
ignorant of any material circumftance relating to Persia, the intercll: and 
power of which he perfcftly underftood; and particularly, that the return 
ofTEH-MAS ivOULi KHAN might render the fuccefs of another campaign 
very different from the laft. The grand fignior had truflcd him without 
referve, to make the beft terms he could. He therefore lent to the peil- 
siAN king to acquaint him, that notwithilanding the great fuccefs of tlie 
OTio.MAK arms, his mailer the grand fignior was ready to efiablilh a 
firm and lafting friendlhip with him. 

The shah, who was at casein, received the news -with tlie more 
f.ti,fadlion, as he wa, under fome apprehenCons, that if the Turks had 
refolvcd to march to Isfahan, that city mull have fallen a prey to them ,- 
for there vTOs no army between hamadan and his metropolis, which 
could make head agalnft them. The alarm in that city was fo great, 
that when a detachment of the PERSIAN troops arrived there to main- 
tain tranquillity and order, numbers of the inhabitants were preparing 
for flight. 
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Achmbd* DASHA being apprehenfive that his court might rife in her 
demands, in confequence of the late victory, was dellrous to bring on an 
accommodation with the Persians as foon as poffible. Experience, and 
the light of his own genius had Inftrufled him, that a war with Persia 
could hardly be attended with any good confequences to his country; and 
that it muft certainly hurt his own particular intereft; bagdat, the capi- 
tal of his province, having long been an objedt on which the Persian 
kings had cafl: their eyes with earneft vviihes. 

Towards the' clofe of the laft year, the plenipotentiaries on the part of the 
PERSIANS arrived at the Turkish camp near hamadan. The conferences 
being opened the i6th of januarv following, the preliminary articles 
were figned. The river aras was appointed as the boundary of the per- ’ 
SIAN dominions; fo that the shah yielded his right to Armenia, eri- 
VAN, and GEORGIA. The torics thus remained polfclTed of a country 
near two hundred leagues in extent, which formerly belonged to Persia. 
It was however ftipulated, that their joint forces (liould be united in cafe 
of need, to compel the Russians to evacuate ghilan, shirvan, and 
DERBEND, with the reft'of the weftern coaft of the Caspian fea. 

During thefe tranfadlions, taehmas kouli khan, being pollefled of 
the royal authority to raife money, eftabliihed already a kind of inde- 
pendency ; for the fupport of which he engaged in his fervice a confi- 
— derable number of abdollees, Afghans, ousbegs, and Turkomans. 
If we may judge from confequences, and the general tenor of his con- 
duit, he forefaw from the beginning, that the only method by which he ' 
could a\ye the Persians, and arrive at the objeit in view, would be to 
form a large army, compofed chiefly of tartars. For thefe not having 
any prejudices concerning tlie hereditary right of princes, were moil likely 
to be at his devotion, fo long as he paid tliem well, which the power ' 
he vvas iiivefted with, enabled him to do. He employed his time in 
kiiorasaji in putting mescheo in a fltuation of defence, and took otlier 
meafures to prevent the incurfions of, the tartars. 

As foon as he heard tliat the SHAH had loft two battles againft the 
TURKS, and was entering into pacific meafures with them, lie wrote im- 
2 ■ mediately 
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mehiately-toUiis majefly-inrthe.'flrongeft terms/ defiring that lie would 1732, 
perfift in demanding the.'reftitmidritof all the conquered provinces; ad- 
ding, that he . fliould join him loon witli an army of vidiorious troops, 
before whom the Turks would fly; as the Afghans had lately done; 

■ .that in', the mean while; he.need only keep On the defen'five. , , 

' _ The sitAii/ who^in a great mcaiure inherited the peaceable difpbfitioti 
of his father, found more joy in repofe, than in conqiicfl:. 'It is probable,' 
however) that he was adiuated fay motives of policy; for, having noW;no 
enemy to contend with';' hrs'nuinefous'ftandihg army would* become un-' 
ncceflify '; anddie' might have a fair opportunity of reducing the enormous, 

■power 'of his) general," by cither totally dilbanding liis forces,' or reducing 
■“them to a'fm'all number/' To tins- might be-added, that Persia having 
groaned feveral years under, the fervitgde of the' Afghans, tliepeople were • 
very much imppverilhcd,, and ' required Ibme refplte to. cultivate the earth,' 
and rebuild , their ruined', houfes) ’ " ' ■ _ , ■ ■ . 

..After the conclufion of the peace, Tnti.urAS'iuarched’ with his' forces ' 
from cASBiN to Isfahan; wlicre hb ratified the treaty,'. dilbanded ■ fome • 

' ,of his poops, and, font others into, their refpeflive' quarters,'. , He', then 
wrote- to hisigcneral .TniMAs Koutt khan, acquainting liim;.' that he had 
thouglit. proper, to put an end to a war fo chargeable to his people; and as 
he had no enemies foreign or dome'ftic;. tJiat difturbed-the repolc.'of the in' 
Hate, he ordered him to dilband the' army under his'command, and to , 
repair to isf Asian,, to confult with him concerning, the domeftic ceco- 
jiomy of the government, and 'the welfare of his people) 

■Thefe pacific ,meafurcs were by no means confiftent with the ambitious 
, projefts of the per^an general. He,., who in a lower. rank. of life Iiad 

■ been accuftomed to follow tlm.diflatia of his own palfions, uorcflraincd ' 
by any law IspiTvan or divine; .could hardly- be expefled, to (hew a paflive • 
cobdudfat the head of a viftoripus army, infirciy; devoted fo his fervice. 

. ‘He had already acquainted his chief officer&pf the king’.s iU fcrtuneagainll 
'the, TURKS,. and the peace which, had been roade'in, confeq.^encc of it: 
he reprefeuted this condudb as inglorious, inipblitic and pufifujiinons ; and 
' as that wliich would draw on'the'misfortunes 'of the 'preceding reign, and 
' VoE. It''. ' - . I , plunge • 
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.ty^2. -plunge the empire into the famc diftrefs as it had been in under the aj- 
CHANS. He furdier made themjenfible, how much fupenor their valour 
and knowledge in the art of, war.was^to^ that of the Turks; but that 
pacific meafurcs, after thus toufing themfelves to a martial fpirit, were 
the fure way to enervate their minds, and difqualify them for the duties of 
afoldier; and confequently prepare them to become llavcs again: that 
the TUSKS, in the mean while, being fuffered to poffefs fo fine and ex- 
tenfive a trait.of country,- would increafe in potter, and Persia ttould 
be expofed to the greater ruin hereafter:' moreover, that fuch meafures 
muft certainly have a more dire£t aim^at himfelf and them,i whofe mili- 
tary virtues rendered them objefls of jealouly at court ; and the experience 
of Hussein’s reign had proved it^to be dangerous for Persians to dillin- 
guith themfelves in the fervice of-their,cpuntiy. , / , , 

■jt ' 

Difeourfts like thefe carried with them the appearance of honour and 
integrity s and many who meant well to the royal family, had their loyalty 
fhaken under the Ipecious pretence of the public good. But not to throw 
all the odium on the king, •nadir artfully infinuated to thefe,' that the 
minifters, whom their fovereign had employed ‘to negotiate thisipcace, 
had been falfe to their truft; or Persia, fupported by their Viftorious 
arms, would’ certainly have obtained terms lefs. dilhonourable. As to 
the common foldiers, what offended themcmoft, was the confideration 
that! no ' particular gratuity was promifed them on their difmiflron, after 
' their great and ilgnal fervices. - ii . 

Under thefe circumftances, a man of lefs art and refolution than NADiRr 
might have tainted their minds with rebellious fentiments , however, it 
was necelTary to conduct bis dellgns to an ilTue with great circumlpeilion, 
fince there could not be wanting numbers in his army, who were much 
more inclined to dilplace their general than their king. Things were not 
yet arrived to maturity ; nor could any certain judgment be formed of the 
ftate of afiairs at fo great a diftance. The court was diffident of the go-' 
neral, and the general Jealous of the court, fo that neither knew exaflly 
what the other intended. - ' 


Nadik 
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Nadir was not at a lofs to find pretences for delaying his return 'to 
court, -and fome time was ncceflary to plan his fcheme for the increafc 
of his power.' It is hard to fay, if the-ftrong impulfe of felf-prefervation 
had hot almoft as great a fhare' as ambition.’ The eafy credulous nature 
of T.ffiHMAs might have forgiven all that was paft, with regard to the 
infolence of his general, 'in demanding fo e-^traordinary a power as 'that 
of raifing money,' and his imperious conduit in the ufe of it. But Cc- 
veral of the great men about the Icing’s perlbn,' fome from a knowledge 
of N ADiR’s boundlcfs ambition, and others ftom private refentment, were 
fo defirous of feeing him humbled, that they could not keep their own 
council. ‘ They difcovered their opinion.and defigns to thofe, who were 
fecrctly in the intereft of tlie general. Of all thefe intrigues and private 
commotions, the general was made. acquainted ; alfo of the conduit of 
fome, who fpoke difcefpeilfuUy of the king himfclf. He was therefore 
the better qualified how to aft his part, when he Ihould return to court. 


He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning of this, 
chiefly in levying men, and difeiplining his armyj which now amounted 
to near 70,000 men, the greateft part.of them tartars. The parti- 
cular regard he had for the province of khorasan , engaged his attention 
in every inllance that could promote the welfiire and fecurity of it j and 
as a natural effeit of his power, as well as to firengthen. his intereft in 
that country, he gave the government of the province to his ion riza 
iKouLi. I And tho’ this ftep was prefumed to be with the king's appro- 
bation, yet as this province had generally been given to one of the royal 
blood, his condudl in this inftance feeroed to demonftrate a delpotic^au- 
thority. ' ^ ^ , 

Having made this difpofition, he fet out about the month of juke, 
making flow marches towards isfaiiak, .where he arrived in august. 
-The people,! as well as the king and. Ins court, fcemed to dread his ap- 
proach. All perfons of difeernment faw that he could mount no higher, 

' without feizing the diadem. The king himfclf hardly dared to name 
any perlbns to fill up the lirlt employments _of the empire, witlrout the 
confent of his general. T.£nMAs kouh kua.k cier took occafion to 
I z reprefent 
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repr?fent the neceffity of fuppgrting a great army, and that the national 
revenues ought to be appropriated to‘ that purpofe, prior to any of thofe 
.large falaries, -which he pretended were unneccffarily anneMd to the great 
offices of the crown. Indeed he was the Ipirit that animated the whole 
army ; he entered fo intirely into the bufipefs of it, that hardly the meanell 
common foldier committed any offence, , deferted, or died, but he was, 
immediately acquainted ; and the great ffrength of his memory enabled 
him to aft in every circumftance of the military ceconoray. ' 

T.SHMAS KouLi KHAN was now to thew a mafter-piece of policy. 
Direfled by thofe principles which had been inftrumental to his ad- 
vancement to -his prefent height of power, he was if'poffible to make 
the SHAH'fubfcribe to his own ruin. As foon as he arrived near^jSFA- 
HAN, and encamped his-army, he waited on the king to inform him in 
what manner he had been employed; and'how much he had his majeftyV 
intereft at heart He reprefented at the fame time, that his majefty had 
been very ill advifed with regard to the peace he had lately concluded 
with the~TURKS, fince he was morally certain, that the army under his ' 
command, if they might be, permitted, would foon drive the Turks to 
their antient confines, and perhaps make the grand lignior tremble in his 
capital, fo that thofe minifters, who had advifed his majefty to this ftep, 
were certainly no friends to their, country, and could not have the glory 
of their fovereign at heart , adding, he had too much reafon to beiieve, 
that fuch men were his o'Vn enemies alfo ; and that he was informed 
fome of them had gone fo far, as to advife his majefty to imbrue his 
hai)ds in the blood of that man, whom he had been pleafed fo highly to 
honour , whofe fervices he had fo often acknowledged } and whofe only 
happinefs it was to devote his life to his fervice. 

- I » 

The SHAH, who had for fome time diffcmbled his refentment, was 
now inclined to believe that his general had been mifreprefented to him. 
The khAn^ who watched every motion of liis heart, found it a proper 
feafon to regain his mafter’s good opinion. The shah denied that any ' 
perfQn jhad recommended to hmi to deprive his general of his life, Koum 
KUAN, in veiy tender paffionate terms then reprefented to him, how much 
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hi;s,majefl.y was a prey to eyil counfelJoRj, and as , the .treacherous .courtiers' 
of, his father,; by, their .intrigues; wo, lild have cutoff) .lutf, ali khan, at 
the.very, time that the arpi.y. under his^ cpiimiand might ^aye-faved the 
, empire i„fo they were novy. playing off the fame 'diabolical, engines to rub 
his/majefty. ,He .then ' produceduhe letters. already nientipned,,,yYhichjhe, 
had received;ffom feveral perfops at cou^t, whilft he, was b khorasamj 
and begged his majefty .wpuld be pleafed,.to,read them, and judge.from 
thence of the fidelity of his minifters. 'After this, afluring tire hing'ol; 
his own readinefs to devote his life to his fervice, he retired. 


TiEiiMAs shah hayinguead the letters, of whi,ch;it is .probable fome 
were real, 'Was aftoniflied.to fee.the'perfidy of feveral of thofe in tyhom he 
had placed a confidence. .. .But as this treafonable , correlpondence feemed 
father to. argue.a contempt,. of his. perfpn,; than, a delign againlt his life 
or.crown.i |the getjtlenefs of. his mbd,natUfally,d.ifpofed;hini.to,.forgiv.e- 
.nefs, 'at leaft.to, diflemble hia.tefentqi.enf fpfithe prefent.;, ,j • ■ 


■, -"C H'A'P; IX. 

,,Kpui,i mw.feizcs shah, xjmuhS.-,Xbi jtifan(AnAsjlelle^ khtg... I>t- 
• ; trigues-.ofyiovhi khan. , shah removed fs sebsawa^.,. The 

■ - iu'O foni of KOVi^i yiHAH JiomtTiaieH to, the principal gavenmentf, ., fiis 
, mauifejlo ^ifclqirjiing the peace with the tukks, Topai. osasan basha 
■ appointed, iiv. AS)tiVc£‘pf'Xbe THVXiiii'armj . ' Koui,i''khan warcto'/s 
EACOAf. ‘ ‘ '■ 'I ■ " . , 

T H E diftradlions of the pfecedbg years feemed' to, have banifhed 
all fentiments of .virtue from.the hearts of the Persians infomuch, 

. .that the .unfortunate SHAH, ■TiEHMAS' had really no friends, or; none who 
were, men of abilities. .The only perfons.who.had been about b’m fince 
his reftoration, 'remarkable for their, honour, and c.ipaciry, ^were myrza 
DAODAM, a GEORGIAN prince, .who had been married to one pf his 
, fillers in his father's, tirne-; and sefpje, kouli^khan j. the.firfl.of.th.elc 
' was killed in the late adiion af erivak, and the. latter, being yikeh, j)ri- 
' ■ a ■ Toner, 
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1723. foner, fella facrifice to the Wentinent of tlie torks, as already related. 

‘ ‘ It is probable, that the general aimed at the deftruftlon of thofe, whom 
he apprehended would be the greateft-^bar to his ambition. ^Whether 
he meant' to procure their removal, pr only to gain the confidence 'of his 
mafter, that he might the more caCly get him into his poffeflion, is not 
material; this conclufion we may draw from the s«ah’s paffive' conduS, 
that it probably encouraged kouh khan to proceed farther than he at 
firlt intended. ' ‘ t ■ i ' • ' ’ 

It is certain, however, when he difcovered that the; letters .produced 
no effe£t with regard to the pertbnswhom he defited to deftroy, he natu- 
rally concluded that he was himfelf^iharked out for deftruftion ; for he 
could not be ignorant in what degree his conduft had rendered him obr 
noxious. He acquainted the chieis of his army with his apprehenfions, 
and pofleffed them with 'an opinion,' that their intereft and fafety were 
infeparably connedled witli-his own.' -The fentimcnts which 'they had 
previoufly entertained ' of the Iting' and his court, together with ' the 
late peace .concluded with the Turks, confirmed them in an opinioni 
that the king had refolved to diiband the army, and to call the, general 
and his adherents to a leverc account. T/shmas Kouti khan artfully 
infinuated, that (there was an expedient by which they could not ’only 
preferveithemfelves,;but alio fitve their country from the confequences of 
this ruinous peace. - • v 

He then communicated the projefl: he had formed,' of depofing 'tjsh- 
MAS, and putting that prince’s ton, abas mvrza, an infant of fix months^ 
in his place; and fince there was 'no other rnethod,‘he would, with, their 
approbation, enter immediately on this important bufihefs, the condiidl of 
Avhich'they might leave to him.- The matter being thus agreed, under 
an engagement of the moll inviolable fecrecy ; jhe next Hep was hoiv to 
prevail on. the shah to leave the city, and-afibrd him a fair opportunity 
pf.fecuring' his pcrfon. , - ' . ■ . ' ^ • 

Whatever *defigns the shah might have, he dilTembled them for the 
prefent, without feeming to' be fulpicious ; and tho’ he’ bad defiroyed ,the 
treafonable lettersj'yet tbey'made fuch an imp'refiion on him, that he 
a thought 
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thought the general at leaft as faithful as his other courtiers; and therg- J 732 ' 
fore made no^ fcruple to accejitj an invitation to fee his army in revie\v. 

The evolutions and appearance of his foldiers gave hiip greatjfatisfadlion, 
and might have^afforded him a fiir opportunity of removing the general. 

The light of their piince naturally drew the attention of the fubalterns 
and common foldiers : as he rode through the ranks, many of them de- 
clared aloud, “ That if he had any particular command they were ready 
“ to execute it.” The boldeft traitor, whilft a plot is ripening for exe- 
cution, mull feel fome tremors, when there is any ground to think his 
treafon is difeovered. The general, in whdfe hearing this declaration was 
made, was at firft furprized; but recovering himfelf, he delired tbesHAit 
to tell them, " That as the command of the army was given to him, the 
“ proof of their obedience to their fovereign was to obey their general.” 

After the review ,was over, the khan' invited the shah to a rc- 
paft. This crafty afshae, as if he had learnt from that mailer of 
tfeachery Miit vais, how to carry his treafon into e.xecution though 
his purpofe was not bloody , had prepared tills liiare to entangle his fo- 
vercign. Whether fatigue or the infulion of a drug helped to overpower 
the king;' a fmall ipiantlty of .wine intoxicated him. Under tliefe cir- 
cumllanccs, this unhappy prince was an objedl of the derilion of the 
general’s creatures , and in this condition he ordered him to be removed 
to an apartment in the gardens of hazarjerib, there to be kept under 
a ftrong guard. The king’s attendants, who inlilled on the right of 
taking charge of his majefty’s perfim, were feized by the guards^ and put 
.under confinement. 

Tjehmas Kouii KHAN having corrupted the great officers of Hate, as 
jvcll as his own generals, called an allcmbly the neve day, which he ha- 
rangued to this effeQ : All the world knows how mudi I have the 
” intcrell of my country at heart, and how prodigal I have been of my 

life to advance the welfiire of it. Wehavelcen, by the late reign, the 
** fatal confcquencea which attend a weak and pufilanimous conduct : and 
** fliall we be idle fpeftators~of our own ruin? Shah t^ehmas has al- 

' ' “ ready 
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“ ready g'lveaus a proof of his incapacity to govern. CouId_a prince, 
“ infpired with a common refolution, or in any degree fenfible of the^iii- 
“ terefl; of his fubjedts, have made fo fcandalous a peace with thcTURKS: 
“ a people, who have adopted it as a principle of their politics, as well 
“ as religion, to pillage and lay waftc this country? There is no king 
“ but he, who being worthy of a crown wears it with dignity; let us 
“ haften to dethrone a prince, whofe weaknefs and cowaidice will foon 
“ plunge us into thofe misfortunes, out of which we are but juft re- 
“ covered. We have in his fon an heir of the true line, who under 
“ the conduit of wife tutors will learn the art of government. In the 
“ mean while the kingdom may be ruled by a regency, who have the 
“ honour and intereft of their country at heart.” 

This difcourfe met with all the- jipplaufe from thofe who were intirely 
his creatures, which his moft languine expeflations could fiiggeft: he 
then demanded of the affembly, what fliould be done further with tlie 
king j this queftion alarmed them a little, fearing a delign of putting him 
to death, which they would hardly have been wicked enough to confent 
to. They made anfwer, that nothing more was neceflary to be done , 
however, upon mature: deliberation, to prevent the diforders which might 
arife from his being near isfah-sn , it was agreed, that he fliould be re- 
moved to" fome remote part in the eaftern provinces of the empire ; and 
he was accordingly fent to'sEUSAwAR under a firong convoy of ous- 
BEGs and AFGHANS of the sunni religion. . 

The next debate turned upon his fucceflbr. As they fet out on pre-' 
tended principles of equity, and the general himfelf had declared, he 
meant to preferve the diadem to the royal line in the perfon of the young 
ABAS, it could hardly be expefled, even in this corrupt aflembly, there 
fliould be a Angle perfon whif dared to propofe any other than the in- 
fant prince. Some of the moft abandoned however, declared there 
was none fo proper as the general himfelf, as the circumftances of the 
ftatc required a prince, who was capable conduaing an army. The 
fc.HAN rebuked them with an air of indignation; alledguig, that the 
. hereditary 
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hereditary rights of princes were facred, fo long as they took no hep to 1732, 
injure the people whom they govern. He was indeed already poflefled 
of an unlimited power, and might have embraced fo favourable a con- 
junfture to grafp at the croWn; but he could not be ignorant, that liich 
an attempt would be attended with fomc danger. There mufl have been 
great numbers in his army, who were not yet entirely devoted to his fer- 
vice ; nor could the reputation of his exploits have fo firmly eftablithcd 
his charafler, as" to countenance fo daring an attempt. We cannot fay 
that his ambition yielded to his policy, but that he feafoned both with 
patience, till his army (liould be more accuftomed to his authority, and 
receive more demonflrative proofs of his abilities. 


The apprehenfions of an infurreflion had induced the general to caufc 
a proclamation to be made in the city, that no perfons Ihould ftir out of 
their houfes ; but as foon as he difeovered that the neighbourhood of the 
army kept the people in fufficient awe, and that the unfortunate tjeumas 
• had no adherents who dared to oppofe his pleafure, he revoked thofe 
orders, and buGnefs went on as ufual. Preparations were now made for 
the inauguration of the young prince abas. T^eumas rcouLi khan en- 
tered ISFAHAN with great pomp, and going dircdlly to the palace, caufed 
public notice to be given, that the KitAN and the great officers of the 
crown had declared shah TiEitMAs incapable of holding the reins of 
government ; and therefore they had chofen his fon abas, the third 
of that name, emperor of Persia. - 

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, and the 
diadem fixed to the right fide of his head, as a mark of his fovereignty ; 
the general himfelf firft took the oath of allegiance on the khoran, and 
proftrated himfelf in homage to the new king; all the other great offieers 
followed his example. 

KouEt KHAN and his creatures now gave the law, not fo much in 
form of a regency, as in conlequencc of their offices. He had ac- 
quired the afccndcncy, and was in iadi the ibvercign. Orders were lent 
to all the provinces, to notify the accefiion of abas III. to the throne; 

VoE. IV. K. ’ and 
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, and fach officers were appointed , for the^ refpedive governments, as 
fuited the pleafure and intereft of the general. He then celebrated his 

.-nuptials with the aunt of the dethroned shah. His eldeft fon, riza 
KouLi, we have obferved, was appointed governor of khorasan ; and 
his fecond fon, nezr ali, was now made governor of Herat. His 
elder brother ibrahim, one of the followers of his fortunes, was made a 
KHAN, and the government of tavris was affigned him. Kherman 
was conferred on his next brother. Befides thefe, many other dilpolitions 
of the like nature were made, and the feveral offices of moft importance 
were given to perfons devoted to his intereft. - He then confulted for the 
further advancement of his own fortune, and the gratification of his paffion 
for military glory. All thefe events paffed in the month of august. 

Thus did this great wicked man, under the fpecious pretence of pro- 
moting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way to afccnd 
the giddy heights of his ambition. ^ He feemed already to look down on 
thefe inftruments of his pride, as wretches who were affiduous in forging 
their own chains. 

The 'adlivity of his genius fuffered not a moment to be' loft. In 
order to give the greater fandlion to his condudt, upon' the principles of 
national love, he publiftied a raanifefto, difclaiming the peace which had 
been lately made with the Turks. " It was in a mote particular manner 
addrelled to the -basha of bagdat, and conceived in thefe terms: 
“ Be it known to you, the basiIa of bagdat, that we claim an indu- 
“ bitable right of vifiting the tombs of the imams, ali, gherbellai; 
“ MAHALLADE, MouzA, and HUSSEIN \ ’ We demand the delivery of 
“ all the PERSIANS who have been taken prifoners in the late war : and 
“ as the blood of our countrymen yet fmokes, and calls upon their fove- 
“ reign for vengeance, there ought to be .fo much thed of the fubjedis 
“ of the grand fignior, as thefe have‘ Ipilt of the fubjedts of the king of 
' “ PERSIA. We make thefe our fentiments known, that you may not 
“ accufc us of the diftionour of taking you by furprize. We are going 
■ ' , “ foon 

Thefe are prophets who me JiHJ iascneraljoa bp the rsRsiwtri, and tvhofe tombs are near 

SiCDAT, ' 
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“ loon at the head of our viaorloas army to breathe the fweet air of the *732- 
“ plains of bagdat, and to take our repofe under the thadow of its 

walls.” • , ' ' 

Achmed, basha of BAGDAT, immediately acquainted the orTOafAN 
court of the extraordinary menace which had beeafent him. The tubks 
being thus alarmed, the grand vizir and the mufti were difgraced, as having 
been the chief advifers in making a peace with the Persians, at a time 
when the ottoman armies were viilorious. On the 6th of October, the 
horfe’s tail, which is the fignal of war, was hung out at the feraglio at 
CONSTANTINOPLE i and the divan declared war againft the Persians with 
the ordinary folemnities. Orders were alfo fent to equip a fleet of (hips 
on the black sea, to tranlport a large body of JanllTaries and Spahis to 
TREBisoNDE, together with all kind of ammunition for the fecurity of 
the flrong places in Georgia. The bashas of natolia and Egypt were 
ordered to fend their quotas of men to the fuccour of bagdat. At the 
fame time, achmed BAStu put himfelf in a condition of holding out a 
long fiege. ' ^ 

In the beginning of march this year, topal osjmn, late vizir, and 1733- 
now BASHA of TREBISONDE, Was appointed generahfllmo of the Ottoman 
army, which confided of neac,8o,ooo men. Tho’ the caprice of the 
TURKS had rendered it neceflary to deprive him of his office of vizir, his 
great valour and Integrity, joined to a large experience, gave him the 
highefe place in the edeem of his mader the grand fignior ; and the great 
Ihare he had in recommending the late pacific treaty with the Per- 
sians, created in him a quicker refentment of their violation of that 
treaty. , 

The grand fignior acquainted the European courts of the caufe of 
his military preparations, in eonfequence of the ufurpation of t.ehmas 
KouLi KHAN, under pretence of elefling the infant-king abas. The 
PERSIAN general affedted great unconcern at the menaces and preparations 
of the TURKS i for tho’ he knew they could fend large armies into the 
field, yet he fcrupled not to declare, that the fortune of war did not fo 
K z , much 
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1733. much depend on numbers, as- on the 'valour and experience 'of foldiers. 
He thought it his intereft however to cultivate a good underftanding with 
the RUSSIANS, and fent an embalTidor to acquaint them of the'acceffion 
"of ABAS the III. to the throne of the Persian empire. The court of 
st'. PETERSBURG received this embaflador with all the honour ‘due to mi- 
nifters of his rank ; and tho’ the depofihg of shah T.fiHiiAs was in itfelf 
a circumftance ungrateful to them, yet the natural intereft of Russia 
could not but render it agreeable, to find that the TURKS were threatened 
to be humbled by the vidlorious troops of t.ehiias kout.i khan. 

j In the mean time, the Persian general having colledted all his forces 
from the eaftern provinces, and engaged alfo a body of Arabians, the 
plains of hamadan were appointed for a general rendezvous. The army 
confifted of near 80,000 fighting men ; and as the fortune of kouli 
KHAN, and the bravery of his men promifed fome remarkable fiiccefs, 
the provinces fent in their refpeftive quotas of troops with great alacrity. 
Of the grandees of the court of Isfahan, fome through hope of pro- 
motion, and others through fear of the refentment of kouli khan, were 
induced to accompany him in this war , which anfwered a double pur- 
pofe to him, 'as it prevented their caballing in his abfence, and by means 
of their influence in their refpedive provinces, put him in a better capa- 
city of carrying on the war with vigour, ' 

Tjehmas kouli khan at the head of this formidable, army, beg.in 
his inarch from Isfahan in the month of February, direifting his courfc 
towards hamadan. As foon as he arrived on the plains near that city, 
he made a general review of his forces, and encouraged his men by aifur- 
ing them, that he did not doubt before it was long, he fliould fi.x his 
ftandatds on the ramparts of Constantinople. 

The firft operation of the campaign was the fiege of kermansha '. 
Shah T/Rhmas liad certainly erred in his politics, in yielding up this 
place to the TURKS, as its vicinity to Persia muft necelTarily have occa- 
fioned great jealouGes between the fubjedls, as well as the governments of 
, belli 

* Tlus II a great acy, which os Lins’, map indsdcs la isak acaui, bat it i, generally under' 
.tend to be m kouaneiTAK. 

t 



Chap. IX. . . N, A D I R • S H A H. 

both countries. A great part of the inhabitants were Persians, fo that '733. 
TAiiiiAs Koun KHAN was hardly arrived there with his whole army, when ' 

1 the inhabitants opened their gates to him. The unfortunate governor was 
.put to death, in return for the violence on seffie kouli^ khan at Con- 
stantinople; this execution vvas performed in the light of the whole 
jurniy. Several other Turks had the lame fate'*. After appointing aedal 
B AKi KHAN as governor, and leaving a garrilbn of his own people in this 
‘ city, TVEHMAS KOHEi KHAN beg.an his march towards bagdat. , This 
was the favourite objedl he had in view: he knew that achmed, basha 
of that city and its dependencies, had made the neceflary preparations for 
’ its defence ; but he flattered himfelf that by taking the field fo much 
earlier than the Turks could collefl an 'army to oppofe him, he Ihould 
bring the basha to a fubmiflion.h* , . ' 

The TURKS had the precaution to fend detachments of their forces to 
guard the defiles on the Persian fide, 'v^hich coVcr'the plains towards the 
frontiers of bagdat. Thcfe however were eaCly forced ; the tur'ks 
. having neither Ikill, courage, nor numbers to Hop the progrefs of tlie 
PERSIAN army. ^Traverfing the great foreft between the citie's mendfli 
and nezereth, he pafled the river synnld, ^on the banks of which the 
TURKS had in vain erefled feveial batteries. Then coming into (he plains 
of BAGDAT, he crofied the river kenTool, which is a branch of the 
TIGRIS, and after a march of nycntyd.iys, he arrived the loth of April 
under the walls of bagdat. 

^ I caijnot help rui arking, how foiiJ Ionic wiiters of hifloncal accoui K of nsRttA arc of flied 
ding blo^od if a ly number of perfons arc put lo death, they make whole ciucs mafl?cred Again, if 
an army confilts of*5o,ooo men, they mention them a* 100,000, but ihu laft error feems tg ar fe 
from the nuraerOHs followers of the camji 
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Defcnption of bagdat. city w hefieged. Thi conduSi of Kouti 

ivHAM. ‘The vigilance of achmed basha. Stratagem of iopal os- 
AiAN. the PERSIAN army defeated with gpat Jlaughter. Letter of 
ACHMED BASHA to the grand fgnior. Great rejoicings at the OT10-. 
MAN court for the vtSlory over the Persians. Topae osmaN fends 
bis army into quarters. 1 , . _ . u 

B efore we enter upon any drcumftance relating to the fiege of^ 
bagdat, it may afford fome light to the fubjeiff, to give a Ihort^ 
account of this famous city, in the neighbourhood ofwhich formerly flood 
the metropolis ' of one of the moft antient and moft potent monarchies 
in the world. The place is generally called bagdat or Bagdad, ’tho’ 
fome writers preferve the antient name of babvlon. The reafon of 
thus confounding thefe two cities is, that the Tigris and Euphrates 
forming one common ftream before they difembogue into the Persian 
gulph, are not unfrequently mentioned as one and the fame river. It is ^ 
certain that the prefent bagdat is fituated on the Tigris but the an- 
tient BABYLON, according to all hiftorians facred and prophane, was on 
the EUPHRATES. The ruins of the latter, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen leagues to the fouth of bagdat, are now fo much 
effaced, that there are hardly any veiliges of them to point out the 
fituation. In the time of the emperor Theodosius there was only a 
great park remaining, in which the kings of Persia bred wild beafts 
for the amufement of hunting. 

Bagdat, 

• Babvlok, the feat of the kings of Assyria ^ The waters of this tivcr, which jj 

called DIDGELIE by the TURKS and texsiaks* are reckoned extremely wholefome, snd not lefs 
agreeable to the tafte This river ifiiies with a great noife from a cavern to the north of the city 
oiarbekir, near which there « a very good ftonc bridge over it Before Jt reaches this place it 
takes in fevcral other nvcrsp and running to the caAword is augmented by the ueim, Fsttocitt 
aiCHBRi, ai^d others which come from the eafi After pailing baodat it receives a great incrcafc 
from the niALA,and meets die Euphrates not far from dobsasir Near vasit it divides 
into soany branches, aud forms feveial tilands, called the liTands of the Arabian nver Accorna 
It again joins the Euphrates, and difcoibogucs itlclf into the Persian gulph below sassora, 
whole conrfc being computed 4C0 leagues , 
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Bagdat, formerly the feat of the abbaesinean caeiphs, is the 1733. 
capital of irac-arabi. This country is reckoned 120 leagues long 
and 80 broad, though great part of it is very poorly inhabited. It in- 
cludes feveral diftrifls, ' and is one of the moll important governments in 
the ottoman empire. The city is lituated on the eaft fide of the Ti- 
gris, on the banks of which ip extends about two miles. It was ‘built 
on the ruins of the antient seleucia, near the year 760. The govern- 
ment of the CAi,iPHs_being extindt, the city was united to the kingdom 
of PERSIA about the year 1250, but was taken by ajiurath the ivth 
in 1638, and has remained under the dominion of the ottoman em- 
pire, notwithftanding the repeated efforts of the Persian monarchs to 
recover it. > 

The fortification is compofed of lofty thick walls of brick, covered 
with earth, ftrengthened by great towers in form of baftions placed at 
certain diftances, and protedled by a deep ditch, which can be filled at 
any time by the waters of the Tigris. The citadel is on the north fide, 
and commands the river. The whole fortification is furnilhed with neat 
200 pieces of cannon*. ."The garrifon generally confifis of a body ol 
ten thoufand men, and in time of war. more than twice tliit.number, 
befides the ordinary militia, which is 12,000 men. From hence it is 
’eafy to conceive, that under an experienced commander this place could 
hardly be taken by an eaftern army, any otherwile than hy famine. Its 
happy fituation on the , Tigris is an advantage which enables it, 'upon 
the apprehenfion of an enemy, to lay in a large fupply of provilions. 

The fuburbs being very extenfive, and railed on both Cdes of the Ti- 
gris, there is a communication by a bridge of boats, the only one which 
that river will admit of, as it is broad and deep, and in its ordinary courfe 
very rapid. At certain feafons it fnells to a prodigious height, and over- 
flowing the country, occafions many morafies on the fide oppofite to the 
city. Among thefe are feveral towns and villages, whole inhabitants are 
faid to be the antient caldeans. Thefe people are of a particular reli- 

gion, 

* Thefe vcie ftracriy only fir potmilCT', bat ofUte fomc of them but been aduugcil for 
tcavkr. 
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1733" gion, which they pretend is that of seth : there are aifo a great number 
of ARABS in this neigiibourhood, who render traveliing dangerous. The 
. advantage of the Tigris is fo confiderabie with regard to commerce, that 
aitho’ the climate is exceffivc hot, and in other refpedts far from being 
agreeable, yet there are a great number of inhabitants in this city. Tiie 
gieateft part of tiiefe are Persians, Armenians, and jews. The two 
laft occupy near half the city, and drive a Confider.able trade with bas- 
sora", and the inland parts. The jews are the more engaged to li\e 
here, from a reverence to the fepulchre of the prophet ezekiee, wliich 
it is pretended is a day’s journey from the city. 

TiEHMAS KouLi KHAN having found means to corrupt fome of the in-' 
habitants of this important city, made his advances with great confidence. 
However, he was in want of artillery, and of courfe in no capacity to 
make regular approaches, had he poflefled the fkill of an European ge- 
neral. His great bufinefs was to inveft the city, and force the inhabitants 
to a fubmiliion by famine, or fubdue them by flratagem. Myrz A khan, 
an officer of great valour and experience, who had been an early follower 
of the fortunes of Kouct khm , was fent with 10,000 men a league up 
the TIGRIS, and paffed the river near the fuburbs of kouoh kaeessi '• 
This detachment executed their bufinefs without any confiderabie lofs 1 
after pillaging the town, they fixed their camp in that neighbourhood 
Here they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which the basiiA,, 
nothwithftanding his great circumfpeftion, had negleftcd to bring away, 
or render ufelefs. But this was the only battering cannon in the Persian * 
army, and was by no means fufficient to make a breach, tho’ it was ufed 
with fome fuccefs, and helped to intimidate the inhabitants. 

' Bacdat, 

They hav6 co\cp d vciTels cilled TEKiits, in which the/ bring the produce of ivdia and other 
cojQtries up the TIGRIS. There arc alfo others call’d oaneca and curass ‘ 

‘ Signifies m ARABIC the bird tower. ^ Ii a reported that the waters of the tick is foo® 

after fweU’d to a great degree, and cat off all cominunicatioA from the main bod/ of the p£rsias> 
arm/ that the TURKS took the opponuoity toatiack this oiHcer, who maintained his ground vci/ 
gollan !/ . but being over power d by nombers was obbged to retreat after a confiderabie lots And 
that this cucumflarcc, m a great meafiu^ contnbuted to the defeat of the prrsia'i general fo»* 
tune after But what turks thefe were who defeated him u not fa.d, ualefi it was after the bstt’eor 
KSRKOVo , ard a> topal osua i.» as well as Acusieo sash a « are fi’ent on Uus head, X 
leave my rza kh as to be difpofi-d of «s the rewler pleafcj 
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Bagdat was now clofely blocked up on both Cdcs the tigkis, by an J733. 
aimy of 80,00a men, fo that neither troops, ammunition, nor provifions 
could be thrown into the town. The Turkish garrifon within the walls 
conlifted of about 20,000 men, befides the militia. They laboured how- 
ever under the great inconveniency of having a number of Persian inha- 
bitants, fome of whom might be fuppofed in the interell: of the Persian 
general ; fo that AciiMnn had his attention divided both within and with- 
out the walls. But in order to prevent any evil eonfequence from hence, 
tho’ the majority were much more diipofed to live under the Turkish 
government than the Persian; he cauled fome of the principal among 
them to take up their lodging in the citadel, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. Tvehmas kouli khan having thus 
cantoned his army, and blockaded the city, expedled to oblige achmed 
basha to a furrender by famine : nor could he well have failed, if his 
vanity had not got the better of his prudence. 

Topal OSMAN BASHA, though an able and experienced ofEcer, and 
Rcalous in the laft degree for the glory of his mailer, and the welfare, of 
his country;- would hardly have been able^o relieve baodat, and pre- 
vent its being difmembered from the ottoman empire, had the Per- 
sian general been lefs confident of his fuccels. When tliis basha was 
appointed seraskier ‘ of the ottoman army, his credit at the port was 
very great; yet the fuccours and reinforcements of money, troops, and 
ammunition, which were promifed him, were fent only in fmall propor- 
’tious, and in a very irregular manner,' fo that he was unavoidably obliged 
to remain feveral months in a ftate of inaflion. 

During this interval, r.£HMAS kouli khan, already anticipating his 
triumphs in imagination, wrote to the dasha of Mosul, fummonbg him 
to furrender, adding words to this elfedl ** : “I am informed that a certain 

TURKISH general, whofe flow advances give me no great idea of his 

“ courage, 

t 

I General m clue Meflages of defiance ia\c been long difafed among £u&op*as 

g«tierab» nor ^^osld I Hsv e laTbitcd theft, but togne feme idea of Uiecharaitcf of t;ciiuas toun* 

RHAK* 
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^ 733 ' “ courage, has been'a long time in march, intending to oppofe my^ con- 
“ queft. Let him know, that I defire he wdl make more fpeed 5 and, 
“ in order to fliorten his way, I wdl meet him with part of my forces, 
“ which are fufficient to make him repept of his rafijnefs. I wdl not 
“ only take his little army, but hitpfelf alfo as a child in his beChik 
Topal OSMAN being informed of this meflage, replied : “ The grand 
“ fignior my mailer has armies as numerous as the lands of the feas, and 
“ many chiefs to condudl his forces ; but he has chofen my feeble atm, 

“ with only a froall army, tq confound thy pride. It is true, lam lame”, 

“ old, and fickly, but I hope by the afiillance of the Almighty, that 

“ thou wilt meet the fate of nimrod p.” 

In order to facilitate the junflion of his troops, as well as t<> advance 
nearer bagdat, topal osman decamped ftom'DiARBEKiii, and marched 
along the banks of the Tigris j he paffed this river at Mosul, und con- 
. tinned his march towards chbrchbsene. This province is fuhjedl to the 
ottoman empire, and had been laid walle by the Persians. He tlien 
direiSed his courfe to kerkoud’, a city forty leagues diftant fromAipsun, 
where the basha of the province refides. He had feveral copfiderable 
branches of the Tigris to pals, belides the rivers hazir, jarb, and Ai- 
TUN j over fome of theft he was obliged to tranlport his troops on floats, 
which retarded his march ; whilft this army was forming, by the feveral 
detachments and fmall parties which joined him from different parts. In 
this fltuation, if kouli khan had put himfclf at the head of a body of 
his bell troops, and at the lame time left a fufficient number, which he 
could have done, to flop the communications to bagdat, in all pro- 
bability be might have rendered the utmoll efforts of the seraSKieR in- 
effedtual. But his vanity betrayed him : elate with his ftcceffts, which 
■ ^ ^ hitherto 

" This word EgiuEes cradle and litter, top At. osmav on nccotint of hisinSrniitics ticiag oblifict 
to uie theJs-uer. • Tofal m tiie TURKiiu iaiigiugc jjgiufies lame, aod was ^ appcUaooo 

giTcn to OSMAN, according to the caftom ui turkey, in confeguence of a Wound he recenedt 
J which really lamed him, the circomUaaccs of which I fliall relate hereafter. P The 

have a fabulous tradinon, that the p tJe of nimroo, who equalled himfelf with cod, was eba/bfed. 
by a iinguUr providence, m a fiy creeping ap hi$ nofc to his brain, with which he died m excfiSvc 
pam, and the basiia here cNprciles hunfelf with humility, by nay of contraiL to the mfoleccc of 
xouLt CHAN. ^ ^ This place isalfo called cHERAaouR, and u generally 

ulof KODROtSTAM., 7 
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hitherto.hasl.mEt with.no' interruptioni-.hc.aifcaed tojreat the Turks 171, 
as eheiiiies.nqpin,the leafttfoririidable.,; V .1 '.fi ^ ' '■■■ 

• • While 'the tuk'kish army^ was'^foriiiing, KbuLi- KHAN -ereaed two 
forts-abbut twq leagues from bagdat,- one' on' each fide' of the tygris, 
which cbmmunicated-hy a bridge of Boats.' -He'then'caufed agfeafnhm- 
bef bf-houfes to he built- upori the banlcs.-'of-thc river : in fome of thefc 
the iprincipal officers refidedj and= lodged their' wives and houiliold'; 
others were occupied by part of the .foldiery' ofufed by fullers" and ' ar- 
tificers, with' ffipps'well fupplied. • The la'me abundance feemed' to reign 
here,' as- in the richeft city-in the' heart of PERSIA.; . 

ftps probable, that icotiLi ttHAN was abhiated .by motives of policy, 
in building thefe houfes;^, for-on the one hand, tbi? was likely to excite 
his'troops to. the, greater bravely, in order to fave their cffefls from being 
'plundered, and their wives. and children front captivifyj and, on the 
'other,'jthe TURKISH garrifon might' be ’dr|ve'n to de4iair,'6y ' feeing the 
■ enemy build a city under 'thejr ivitlls. ' However; it is certain, by fuch 
' methods;' and by his threafening-fumm'ons,'tlie inhabitants were intimi- 
dated to ‘a' very; great degree. 'He let'them'knoiy continually, that they 
' lliould' have 'quarter and goodjUiage; if they fiiriendered j adding, that 
"topai. OSMAN was 'abfolutely 'u'liabic to relieve them j and, if they obli- 
"ged'him" to give' an aflaiilt,', he would' in^e a general inhere, or fell 
'-into flavery all who fliould'efcape'thc'fword.' The extreme neceffity the 
town, laboured' under'occalidned fuch raurmurings,' that it required all 
-the'addrefs of ACHJiEb.EASHA to prevent an inforreflion. He was there- 
' fore obliged to puhlffi foro'e; and to fqoth others 5 feigning filfe yxprelles 
from TOPAL os.MAN, that he vyas in full march, md juft on the point of 
relieving them. , . 

The inhabitants were likewile intimidated by the ftratageras of kouli 
kiiAN, who often fentfrom his camp in the'night detached parties of 
feveral thoufauds, both horfe and foot, with .orders to make a long round, 
and enter the camp, another way,.,with' colours flying, as if tliey were 
frelh reinforcements. -Todnflilt the' miftry of the inhabitants,. as if, he 
, . ■ _ ‘ i; 3 - ■ I - • ■ knew 
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>733- knew their diftrefs, he lent achmed -basha a prefent of fome 'carts load 
of water melons, defiring him to divert his hunger. Achmed returned 
his compliments, and fent a handfome prefent of the heft bread j obfcrv- 
ing, that with fuch he made a Ihift to giatify his own hunger, and that 
of the citizens. Indeed the basha played his part fo well, that Kouit 
KHAN was really ignorant to what an extremity the city was reduced. 
The vigilance and abilities of the governor, had hitherto defeated the 
arts of the Persian general ; but matters were at laft brought to fuch an 
extremity, after being blocked up three months, that no kind of necef- 
faries could have been procured for four days longer ; fo that the town 
muft have inevitably fallen into the hands of a cruel and enraged enemy. 

Topal OSMAN, having now increafed his army to near 80,000, in his 
march to kerkoud had taken two Persian prifoners'. He ordered 
them to be brought before him, treated them civilly, and enquired if they 
were well acquainted with the by-roads and private 'ways to baCJ^^t. 
Upon their anfwering in the aflSrmative, he told them, that as upt>n that 
account they were much fitter for his purpofe than any of his ’own people, 
who would certainly be taken 5 if they would undertake fo bold an aflioH, 
and deliver a letter into the hands of achmed basha, the governor of 
bagdat, he would give each of them a thoufand fequins before they fet 
out ; and that they might exgeit greater rewards if they proved faithful, 
as the letter was of the greateft confequence. However he demanded 
of them to fwear fidelityto biro, to which they confented. The letter 
was to this effefl:: “ As I have not yet been joined by all the troops I t 
“ expeft, 1 am obliged to march very flowly, in order to give tho reft 
“ time to come up, before I am too near to tvehjias kouli iTHAN, 

“ againft whom I am not yet-able to make head ; therefore I defire you 
“ will have ftill fome farther patience ; keep yourfelf clofc within your 
“ walls, and hulband, to the bell advantage, what provifions and fioccf- 
“ furies are yet left.” 

The two Persians were no honefter than he expefled : they received 
their fiquins, and haftened to the camp of kouli khan, in hopes of* 
further rew-ird from their owixgcnerak The letter produced all tlic effeift® 

' the 
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the sERASKiER could defire. The expedhtions^of t/ehmas kouli 1733 
KHAN fweiled to the higheft degree; and in the triumph of his imagU 
nation he looked upon the seraskier as already vanquiflied. 

By the firfi: motions of topai^ osman's army towards kerkoud, it 
feemed as if he had intended to go diredtly to bagdat ; but as he mufi: 
have been obliged to pafs thro* a barren defert, where the troops would 
have fuffcred greatly, he returned to the allan, where that river dif- 
charges itfelf into the Tigris :^the army then marched by the moun- 
tain of GEOBAR along the Tigris, till they came to ouejeiluck', 
about twelve leagues from bagdat. 

TiEHMAs KOULI KHAN having advice of the march of the Turks, 
detached ^thirty thoufand men, mofily cavalry, hoping that the enemy, by 
the favour of the night, as they were pitching their tents, or decamping, 
might be furprized. The general of the detachment having taken two 
.TURKISH prifoners, who reported that topal osman had an army of 
above 100,000 men; this determined him to acquaint kouli khan of 
his information ; and that not being willing to venture againft a ibree faid 
to be fo powerful, he waited his orders. ICoun khan, upon this, im- 
mediately marched at the head of his forces, which were near 70,000, , 
leaving a confiderable body of his men * before bagdat. 

The TURKISH army decamped the evening of the j8th of July, and 
marched towards kerkoud, near which the seraskifr propofed to en- 
camp. About fun-rifing, die advanced guard of the Turkish army, 
commanded by boulad ach.med, basha of adenc, met a detachment 
of the PERSIANS, and a ikirmifh enfued. Had the serasmer been dif- 
pofed to adt on the defenfive, the antient bed of the Tigris was before 
him, which formed a deep foflec , but he choie to favour the fpint of 
his troops: and tho’ it was attended witli fome difficulty, he pafled this 
ditch with ins army and* artillery. Having reached the plain, he ranged 
his forces in battalia, in the form of a crelcent, dividing them into five 

different 

* Called alfo odocuru , , • This body is fad to liaiiC been lo.coo, and wc accord ngl/ 

find tne) were pjt to flight Jinmcdiately when the xvitKilaJbed oat 
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1733. different bodies. He himfelf commanded the troops of Romania' in 
the center, 5 aedallah aga was at the head of the right wing with the 
Janifliiries ; the kourds, and other different troojs, under Ibrahim,' late 
basha of coNiE, forming the left wing. Mahommed basha com- 
■manded in the rear. 

T.EHMAS Kouni KHAN had hardly time to make a difpolition of his 
forces, and his ground was full of hillocks of fand : however, he divided 
his men into ten different columns. As he had intended to make the 
attack, he was ahttle difconcertedinJeeing the basha of adene, . with 
the TURKISH cavalry that compofed their van-guard, advance upon him 
with great fury , yet his prefence of mind was not wanting : he animated 
his men, and expofed himfelf fo greatly to danger in the heat of the 
aflion, that he had two horfes killed under him. 

At length the Turkish cavalry gave way, and were pufhed as far as 
their infantry , but thefe made fo good a countenance, that the fury of 
tlie PERSIANS was flopped. The Persians thus appearing fuperior, fonts 
of the TURKISH officers counfelled the seraskier to make a retreat to 
his camp j to winch lie declared, that he would rather perifh than do 
any thing that had the appearance of flight. He then ordered the troops 
of ROMANIA in the center, and the Janiffaries in the right wing, to be 
led up againft the center of the Persian army, confifting of 15,000 foot, 
whick foon gave way. ’ 

The KOURDS, and other different people, who compofed the left 
wing of the turrish army, and whofe chief attention was to wait 
an opportunity of pillage, were now induced to fall on the right 
wing of the Persians : thefe maintained theit ground very gallantly 
for feme time. Nahir had taken, the precaution not only to break 
up the ways towards Mosut but alfo to fend a detachment of 3000 

ARABS, 

' Tlicfe EUROPEAN TURKS are cllcmcd thcbraveft ® Near thu place is a very remark- 

ablw rum, mvihicb nan arch, that appears to haie been the froitifpiccc of a great temple, wh.ch 
the inhabitants, who deal m the marvelloos, imagine to be part of nINIvek, and that it built 
by KiHus the fon of HALOS, orsELtfS* diqr Ihew in the neighbourhood the place where the pro- 
phet josAs inhabited, la honour of u horn they hare built a little chapel, wluch they vilit with 

dtrotion 
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•ARABS fapported by as many Persians, to guard the paflis on that I733> 
fide.'againft the basha of that place, in cafe he lliould attempt to aflill 
TOPAI. OSMAN : but the basha advanced, and having found means to 
corrupt the ARABS, thefe not only abandoned the pafs, but joining the 
TURKS, obliged the Persians to retire ; and then advancing with him, 
fell upon the main body of the Persians in flank, whilft the whole 
TURKISH army were already engaged. The Persians could not fup- 
port the Ihock : T.ffiHMAs kouei khan did all that was poflible to rally 
them, but in vain. The ftandatd-bearcr*, either through fear, or being 
clofely prelTed, rode off the field} and a total rout cnfucd. 

The fcene of this adtlon being a fandy plain, and the duration of it 
not lefs than eight hours, the Persians were fo much fatigued, that 
their flight was rendered the more difiicult. Clouds of dull, with the 
fcorching heat of the weather, without a poflibility of getting water, 
added to<their diftrefs, and e.'tpofed them the more to be flaughtered by 
their purfuers. Their lofs upon this occaflon, was not lefs than 30,000 
men, cavalry and infantry; with all their baggage, their camels,. and 

■ harquebufles. The latter did very little execution, in comparlfon to tJie 
TURKISH artillery. 

The number of prifoners taken by the Turks amounted to about 
3000 : their victory however cofl them dear, for they loft near as many 

■ men as the Persians. Topae osman aferibed the glory of this day to 
“the bravery of abdallah, the kiata, and the Janiflaries, whom he 

led on to adiion. Abdaleah being quite fpent with fatigue, tinted in 
‘ the field ; the good topae os.man fupported him in his arms, and when 
he recovered, aflured him that the grand Cgnior fhould be informed of 
his merit, and how much the viflory, under God, had been owing to 
him, and to the bravery of the foldiers be commanded. The seraskicr 
then difpatched meflengets to diarbekir, bacdat, and oihcr govern- 
ments, 

Boolion. their taulinon conccmin- tho prophet diiTcn not meeh fron thlt cf Ci3 fcn'p'are. 

» Thu cireamflaccc « net mentioned by tho(e who are of the tukxisu irtcrciV, but h I 
believe without foutdauoa i bccaufc, we tfo not £ad that madik ever aftcnvanla the'* 
j«j£d»us alluijcc. ‘ See Vol. 1. psc 248. 
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inents, as well as to constantinow-P, with an account of the fucccfs 
of the OTTOMAN' arms. 

In the mean while, achmed basha, with his garrifon'at bagdat, 
rallied out, and attacked the Persians, whom kouli khan had left in 
their entrenchments : they made a gallant defence, but were at lengtii 
obliged to yield to numbers. Here the belieged found a fupply of corn 
and other provllions, which was in the higheft degree welcome to them 
after fo much diftrefs. 

Achmed no fooner received the joyful news of topae osman’s fignal 
viftory, than he alfo difpatched a meffenger to Constantinople, to 
inform his mafter the grand fignior of the ftate of affairs in that great 
city. As this letter appears to be genuine, and gives an idea not only 
of the circumftances in which the Turks were, but likewife of the 
oriental manner of writing, it may perhaps be acceptable. 

“ May God be ever praifed and blelTed j for, by his grace, the com- 
“ mander of the fultan’s armies, the ever invincible topal osman 
“ BASHA, on whom may the moil high ever flied his bounties} and 
“ may he find mercy before the throne of God, at the founding of the 
“ trumpet. He has delivered us from the afflidtions we have fuifered, 
“ fince we were belieged by the Persian armies. The dhlrefs of the 
" garrlfon and inhabitants of this city was incredible ; and is beyond de- 
“ fcription. We were fuirounded ; we were blocked up ; we were en-' 
“ compafled for the Ipace of a whole league. During three long months, 
" TJEHMAS KoULi KHAN, With a body of his troops, pitched his tents 
“ at IMAN AZEM, on the fide of the Tigris towaids Persia, about half 
“ a league from the city, where he fortified himfelf with ftrong lines and 

redoubts ; and ufed all means to frighten us to a futrender. 

“ Sometimes he detached part of his troops, without our being able 
“ to perceive it} and ordered them to enter another quarter of his camp, 
“ with drums beating, and colours flying, and with the found of trura- 
“ pets, as if they were frefh forces coming from all quarters to his af- 
4 . “ fiftance. 
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finance. ' He built forts on each fide the tioris, well mounted with 173^^ 
artiilery; fo that all communication was cut off. He was continuallv 
fummoning us to furrender ; offering good terms if we would capitu- 
late, and threatening us with the fword and captivity if we delayed j 
endeavouring to excite the people to mutiny. Your flave took every 
method to keep up their fpirits ; I held aflemblies of the people of 
war ; I told them from time to time that I had advice from the invin- 
cible TOPAL OSMAN BASHA, on whom may the bleflings of God de- 
fcend, that he was at fuch a place, and would foon come and pour 
upon the enemy thd irrefifilble force of the ottoman arms, ever 
viftorious, and we fliould' foon bo delivered. 

“ On the firft day of the moon seter *, the vizir topal osman 
BASHA fent me an exprefs from ker’koud, by which I received his 
high commands, letting me know that he was arrived at that place. 

I immediately read his letter publicly, that all the people and inhabi- 
tants might be acquainted with the news ; they would hardly bcliet e 
the letter to be genuine •, I was obliged to ihew it to every one, that 
they might with their own eyes view the feal and hand-writing of the 
great commander, and prevent their defpair. 

“ On the fourth of' sefeu in the morning, mhmas kouei kiun ranged 
his army in battle array, and marched tou^ards vucru-vr, leaving a large 
body of his troops beliind him to block us up. As foon as our garri- 
fon and the inhabitants of tile city were informed of this, tlieir anxiety 
was renewed. Sometimes they were clamorous to have the gates 
opened, that they might fally forth : fometimcs they were determined 
to wait for further news : every one, men and women, young and 
old. continued \vitliout intetmiffion, their hands clafped, and tlicir eyes 
turned to heaven, befeeching God and. his prophet to grant fuccefi to 
our arms. ' 

** On the ninth^of SEFER, juft at break of day, as vve were lying in 
the duft, offering our prayers to God, vve perceived on the fide of the 

** “ dcCirt, 

“ rLctjdicrjvLY. * The 16 hef juLT. * The Siftof jutv. 

VoL, IV. M 
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“ defart, and towards the' gate karani capsi, an officer with > tvventy- 
“ five horfe-men, with their fabres in their hands. They cried with a 
“ loud voice, and faid, open to us the gates,j for we bring good tidings 
“ to ACHMED BASHA. At fitft your flave believing them to be fpies,* 
“ doubted to give them entrance. But as the aga who commanded them 
was known to feveral people from the walls, I caufed the gate to be 
“ opened. As foon as he was entered, they began to call aloud, O in- 
“ habitants of sagdat forget your forrows and rejoice, for the great and 
“ mighty commander top At, osman basha, has entirely vanquished the 
" army of the Persians; he has cut in pieces 60,000 of the enemy ‘ : 
“ T/EHAiAs KoULi KHAN is fled undiftinguillied among thole whom our 
“ fabres could not reach. _ , 

” The officer then delivered to me the letter which the invincible vizir 
“ had wrote, imparting to me the news of his vifloty. No fooner was 
" this fpread abroad, than the whole city Teemed as people rifen from 
the dead : they faid with one common voice, let us fall upon the re- 
mains of the Persians before they have time to fly. The garrifon 
“ aflembled with the principal inhabitants of the city, and your Have at 
“ their head, fell upon the Persians; we poured in upon them like 
“ the mighty torrents, like the thunder of the waters of the Almighty ; 
“ they tefifted for fome time, but at length gave way to our vidtorious 
' “ arms, and fell under the edge of our fabres. All their artillery, am- 
munition and provifions, which were in great abundance, by the fa- 
“ vouV of the prophet came into our poffelTion. ‘ 

I I “ A great number of people who had no horfes, and others who were 
“ too old to bear arms, bowing their heads, and croffing their arms, 
“ and covering tbemfelves with the drefi of tJie grave, having in a melt 
“ fupplicant manner cried for mercy; my bowels were moved witli com- 
! “ paffion towards them, I pitied their condition, and ordered that quar- 
“ ter lliould be given them, with liberty to retire. As for thofe who 
“ fled over the plains, it was no longer a fight, it was a hunting in the 
O I “ forefl, 

‘ We Jnny allow people to njagntfr that fuccefs cxycjncl/ on fiicli ajt occaSoa a, Un, aial tii.r 
bzppcns to be double tbe oumber which the tsk.&ia»s tcally loll. 
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” foreft, a cbace of the hearts of the defart. Our viflorlous troops cutting 1733. 
f’ down every thing before tiiein, purfued the enemy with the fword. 

“ The next day we returned thanks to Gon and his prophet: we 
“ planted on the walls the' ftandards of the vanquithed enemy, with all 
“ the other trophies of our viflory. After the public rejoicings and 
“ thankigivings were over, we buried in their tombs fuch of our people 
“ as had the glory to receive the crown of martyrdom. We then cut 

off the heads of all the enemy who were flam, we piled them in 
“ heaps on the field of battle ; and threw the bodies into the Tigris. 

“ The day after, the great and mighty conqueror, tqpal osman basha, 

“ arrived with his vidlorious army at imam azem, the fiiburbs of bag- 
“ DAT, whither the people of all ranks, young and old, ran to lick the 
•' durt of his feet. . . 

“ The day following, I, your flave, accompanied by the bashas and 
“ great officers here, with my whole retinue, and all the principal in- 
“ habitants of bagdat, went with the great seraskier, and returned 
“ thanks in the mofque of imam azem, for the vidlories obtained, and 
“ for the end of our great affliflions. I fend you this account, under the 
“ providence of God, by chassoucar aga, whom may the Almighty 
“ fafely conduit.’' 

Topal OSMAN remained with tlie Turkish army two days on the field 
of battle burying the dead : this viftory coft very dear, not only by the 
death of fo many common foldiers, but alfo by the lofs of many perfons 
of great dirtinition. The wounded, who were in great numbers, he 
fent to MOSUL. Among thefe he found the fiither-in-law and nephew 
of KouLi KHAN, whom he treated with great generofity , and after their 
wounds were drerted, he fent them to’* the Persian general, with feme 
propofitions concerning a peace To the latter no reply was made , but 
he acknowledged his obligations to tlie seraskier for the humane treat- 
ment of his relations, and that he hoped 'ere long to return, the obh’ga- 

tion after the fame manner. " 

, . M z a The 

* Olliers menuon their having been fent w cohstabtihoplb , but I belrevfi topal osuah 
fouglit to appcafe rather than to enrage icouti khan. 
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The TURKISH general no fooner received a report of the clrcumftanceSj 
of his own army after the battle, than he fent one of his favourite ‘ olEcers^ 
to CONSTANTINOPLE With the news of his viiSory, which was received 
with all poflible demonftrations of joy, and magnified beyond the trutii. 
The fpirit of the court however was a little damp’d, when a fecond meflen- 
ger ftom the general-arrived eight days afterwards, to acquaint the grand 
fignior, that the army was in great diftrefs for want of provifions, the coun- 
try round bagdat having been ruined by the Persians ; and moreover, 
that tho’ he had been vidtorious, yet his lofles were fo great, that he re- 
quefted an immediate and large fupply of recruits ; that as for himfelf, his 
age and infirmities were fuch, that he begged his highnefs would give the 
command of the army to one more able tojerve him, as the duty required 
all the ftrength of youth, as well as the experience of old age; for he 
forefaw that kouli khan would loon return with a numerous array, 
when he Ihould not be in fo good a condition to receive him as before. 

This news was however fuppofed to be in a great meafure owing to 
the modelly of the basha ; fo that inftead of ‘making fuch provifion as 
had been reprefented as neceflary, they loaded him with new honours 
which he did not defire. His fon-in-Iaw was made beglerbEG of 
ROMANIA, and his fon a basha of three tails : he had allb leave to dilpofe 
of all military employments, and to diftrlbute rewards according to the 
merit of his ofiicers ; and if he fliould think it mod for the honour and 
fafety of the empire, he might alfo negotiate a, peace. To thefe great 
honours and fignal inflances of the confidence repoled in him, were added 
the highefl; commendations of his valour and condudt. 

In the mean time, the court would not be perfiiaded, that after fo 
fignal vidlory there could be fuch a necelfity of fuccours as the basha 
reprefented : the fight of the three thoufand Persian prifoners filled 
their mind fo ‘much with the idea of conqueft, and a fond perfuafion of 
the diftrefled condition of the Persian army, that a fufficient care was 
not taken to anfwer the demands of the seraskier. The great diftance 

of 

* 0» thefe occaSorj Uic TUKJEIJH gcocralsgiic their mclTengcrs agolicaonamcnl, i-i lotni of 
a lIoTtc, wii'i three by tvhidt tacanj the people tyhcie he paffet are to ticdcrCaai he b 

aeflen^er of vjftcry or nc-vj. 
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of the army; and the'poverty of the’ftate,'‘-\vas, a firther'feafon why the 
court' was fo remifs/whilft their general'feemed to be the only man who 
knew hovy much the ftrength and valour of the'enemy vvas to be dreaded. 
He had accordingly made fuch a'dilpofition of his troops- in the neigh- 
bouring country,’ as was neceflary to their fupport, with orders toallemble 
in the plains near bagdat the en’d' of august, himfelf , with 30,000 
men, remaining'at kerkoud. 


. 'c h a p. XL '■ 

TjtHJtAS KOULi KH AN prepa/rr for amlbir aBtm ; his fratagem. Toj ' 
- PAL OSAIAN obtigcito continue in his command. Poulak basha aban- 
dons the pojl of takajak. Topal' osman coIteBs his forces, and meets 
thf PERSIANS. -Sdtt/e f LEiLAU the 22d f OCTOBER. Second battle 
'pf -LEiEAM.. Topal OSMAN iilletl,, and the TURKISH army routed. 

■ Abdallah KOUPUOLI, basha ef.CARio, appointed generalijjimo. 

T jEHIvTAS KOULI KHAN retired with the remains df'his army to 
'Hh'MADA'N ! 'having been 'always’accuftome'd to Viftory/he wasthe 
more fenfibly affedled by his defeat^ efp'ecially as there was reafon to fear 
that his glory vyas nipped, at 'the very time when to appearance it was ripen- 
ingUo its full maturity. 'However, as ho reverfe of.' fortune could fubdue. 
his niind, he fee'mcd yet 'to triumph in' the affurance'bf future fubcefs's and 
the perfeil knowledge. h,e had,:, how;dcar the, enemy had purchafed- their 
vidlory, and that the treacherous cqndubl of his Arabian allies had been 
the chief caufe, ofithe difafter which befel him ; 'he encouraged hiSifoI- 
djers, applauded their conduft, and commended their; valour,’in the lame, 
flattering terms, as if he had, been hirofelf the viflor, He acknowledge.d , 
the. miftakes he had cqramitted'in terms, the moft engaging being con- 
vinced 'that pall misfortunes 'can .be, retrieved only, by. future cqndubt. 
He made his own 'and that of the army one common caufc; and by re- 
rhindingthem.of'their'valour'upbn lb many occafiohs, he allured them 
they Ihould have fiich'tln opportuhity of revenging them'felves, as lhbuld“ 

■ . ■ 7 ■ - ' ' ■ intirely 
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173 j. intirely efface the remembrance of an accident, for which they were no 
way to blame. Thus he ingratiated himfelf with the common foldicfs, 
as well as the officers, in fuch a manner, that he kept the army in 
good fpirits, and without the leail reludtance to try their fortune in an- 
other battle. 

As a proof of what he had advanced, he was hardly arrived at ha- 
MADAN, when he wrote to achmed BASHA.'the governor of bagdat, 
that notwithftanding his misfortunes in the laft campaign, he did not in 
the leaft hold himfelf as vanquilhed ; that he was fcnfible of the faults 
he had committed, and intended to mend them : and as he was deter- 
mined to make war like a generous enemy, therefore he acquainted 
him, that he might be prepared ; for that early next year he would take 
the field with a mote numerous and powerful army than the former, and 
meet him once more at bagdat. 

How oftentatious foever fuch a meflage might feem, it not only ferved 
to keep his foldiets in fpirits, but alfo as a ftratagem to deceive tlie 
TURKS j for tho’ they might deem fuch menaces not entirely as an effeft 
of his vanity, with regard to his intentions of returning into turkev, yet 
they did not dream that his real defign was to fall on them before the winter 
came on. For this purpofe he fent to Isfahan for recruits, and command- 
ed his fecondfon nesr ali, the governor of HERAT, to join him with all 
the forces under his command. Thus he foon completed an army, very 
near equal to that with which he had made his late expedition into TURKEY. 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, had toq much penetration to be ig- 
norant of the genius of the Persian general, and too good intelligence 
to doubt of his intentions of returning into Turkey j but whether that 
fliould happen fooncr or later, he took all poffible care to put the city 
in a ffate of defence, and to bring a fupply of proviCons by means of the 
‘TIGRIS, which he could not colleft near his own diffriiff, the province 
for many leagues round bagdat having been laid wafte. 

Topal OSMAN on his part was ffill in want of ammunition and other 
aeceffarics for his army, and in no condition to aft offcnfively againft 

4 ' PERSIA: 
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Persia: he therefore contented himfelf with fending poulak basha, 17,1,, 
with! fix thoufand men, to take poffeflion of the.pafs of takajak* 
which is the entrance into turkey pn tlie fide of hamadan. 

Affairs were in this fituation, when advice arrived at kerkoud, that 
the fon of t.£Hmas kooli khan was upon his march to the aflifiance 
of his father, with a large body of Afghans and abdollees. The 
SERAskiER difpatched a courier to the port with this intelligence, repre- 
fenting to the minifters, as he had often done before, the neceflity there 
was of fending large fupphes of men, money, aiid ammunition to the 
army intended to adt agairift kouli khan. He earneftly requefted at 
the fame time, that in confideration of his age and infirmities, they would 
allow him to refign the command of the army in favour of achmed 
BASHA, who in all refpedts was fitter than himfelf to difeharge the duties 
of fuch an important truft. , ^ ^ , 

The grand fignior, in confideration of his requefi, and his great fer- 
vices, had adlually determined to comply with his defire, and appointed 
him BASHA of cuTAYA*, and seolerszo/oI hatolia. The dilpo- 
fition for thefe changes was already made, when a frelh courier arrived 
at, the feraglio from topal osman, with advice that the Persians had 
forced the pafs of takajak, and that their general was in full march at 
the head of a mighty army; requefting that they would immediately 
order the fuccours, which he had fq often and fo warmly follicited. 

An extraordinary divan was held upon this fubjedl; the difpofition of 
thofe changes juft mentioned was fufpended, and topal osman ordered 
to continue in his command of the army. 

Poulak basha bad been fent by the seraskier with 6 ooo men, to poft 
himfelf at takajak, which is the pafs on the frontiers of turkey. Ac- 
cordingly he took pofieflion of it with his troops. On the 12th of October, 

Koum khan's AFGHANS advanced towards him : the basha having ne- 
glefled to fortify his poft, or ftrtick with a panic, retired with his men, 
and abandoned this important pafs to the enemy. The seraskeier was 
filled with fuch indignation and refentment, that he would have ordered 
‘ ' his 

• This IS a aiftriR about Ihicc days journey from coMsTAnrlsorra. 
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1733. his head to he ftruck ofF in the field, notwithftatiding he had behaved 
gallantly in the battle o£ kcrkood, if feveral of the moft diftinguiflied 1 
officers, who were in great efteem with him, had not begged his life. 

Topal OSMAN noW' found himfelf in a very dangerous fituation j a 
fierce and formidable enemy was advancing on him, whilft the fuccouis 
he had follicited from the port, he knew by e;rperience, were not to be 
depended on : the easha of syrja was his particular friend, and exerted 
himfelf in colleiting all the forces poffible ; but thefe were not fufficieiit. 
Syria was once a powerful kingdom, and could of itfelf lend large 
armies into the field j but fince it has been under the dominion of the 
TURKS, it is fo far ruined, tliat the basha could hardly colledt 12000 
infantry, with a fmall body of horfe; neither of which had any reputation 
as foldiers. The seraskier had alfo colledled feveral bodies of forces 
from'Mosui,', tho’ the inhabitants had been fo terrified at the appioach 
of a PERSIAN army, that numbers were difpofed to flight, till they found 
themfelves furrounded by roving ARABS, and other enemies j they rc- 
folved therefore to affill in the common caufe of their country, and en- 
deavour to withlland the torrent of the Persian arms. In the mean 
while, the garnfon of diarbekir was alfo fent to j,oin topaj. osmAM, 
and fome. tribes of the Arabians, who had been of fuch fervice in the 
affair of kebkoud. 

The seb ASKIEK, in order to facilitate the junflion of his forces, march- 
ed to the plains of.ARONiA, near tliccity mendelc, where he mullered 
near joo.ooo men; happy 'for the Turks if they had been all equal 
ill difcipline and valour to thu Persian troops. Here the prudent 
TOTAL OSMAN cntrcnclied Ins army in an advantageous fituation, 
to prevent a furprize, and. enable Iiim to adl as circumllanccs might 
require. 

T PHMAS KOULi KHAN being informed of the fituation of the Turks, 
matched direaly towards tliem, and arrived within fight of their army 

the 

' Til > IS a i.Uat cjtj Cxi} leagues aLosc baco vt. aril tony bc'ow dia aaEKle. on ll c wejlem 
i.elvs Ql tl c sicAis, IS Due the aneent mnaveu, s Inch a: preleal is hue a heap oIlikIi. lugtillel 
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the 2ift of ocroDER. ' In the mean while, he ordered a detachment to 1733, 
• make a circuit by the foreft of nbzereth, and by paffing the Tigris 
intercept a rich caravan going for s.myrna and aleppo, and then to join 
him near the plains of aronia, which they performed *. <■ 

On the 22d of october.'iopal osman dasha acquainted his officers, 
that he propofed to keep in his trenches on the’ defenftve j but at the 
fame time let his troops know, that fuch as were difpofed, might Ikir- 
milh with the enemy. ' 

The JanilTaries of cAiRp, and fome troops of Romania, who had not 
been in .the battle of kerkoud, thought their honour concerned to per- 
form fome lignal aftion , and being joined by fome other of the troops, 
and by the Arabs, whom the seraskier had taken into his pay, they 
fillicd from tlie entrenchments, and attacked the Persians. The foil 
was dry and dufty to a great degree j the wind favoured the Turks, and 
they took the proper advantage of it. They came to an engagement, or 
rather a Ikjrmifli, which lafted about four hours. The seraskier per- 
ceiving his men had the fuperiorhy, gave orders for others to join them , 
this determmed the fortune of the day j fb that theTERSiANS retreated to- 
yvards leieam, about five leagues from kerkoud, leaving upon the Ipot 
near 4000 ■' men. 

We are left a little in the dark, with regard to that engagement which 
went by the name of the battle, of eeieam; tho’ this, place, repotted to 
be within five leagues of kerkoud, mull confequently have been twenty 
or thirty leagues from the plains of aronia *. The Persian general now 
prepared for a decifive llroke : he had fought the firft battle in bis own 

name 

« Tius was not the caravan which had been locked op in bacoat during the Cege, as fome ac 
counts pretend * Some make the lols here mach greater It \s-asxcprcfentcd at,coK 

^TANTihopLB as a fecond viftoiy* tho’ the court was too prudent to rejoice It feenis to me to be 
little more than a fltirmifli previous to the fate of die ottouah armyi howe\er, it is certain, tluj 
Kotlti khan’s amy fuiTered on this occalton * We may reconcile the different accounts, 

by fuppofieg It to be between both places, for the plamsof arokia extend near taiLASi The 
defcription of battles properly belongs to foldiers, and few of thefc give^us a good account of what 
paffes at our % cry doors, fo that wc mull fuppofe a great deal widi regard to Uicfe icmotti fccncs 
more than is related. 

VoL. IV. N 
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name as genera! ; tHe fecoiid was In the name of the young king shak, 
ADAS 111. Botli thefe being unfiiccefsful, tlie army began to be fuper- 
llltious. RoUti KtlAN therefore lefolved to make his dccifive blow in 
the name of shahT/PHUAsK He chofe an advantageous fituation to the 
eaft, intending to make the attack eafly tlie next morning; and the fun 
Ihining in the face of the enemy, he might, receive from thence the ad- 
•vantage which the Turks enjoyed four days before, with regard to the 
wind. At day break, the a6th of October, he advanced at the head of 
20,000 of his bed troops, and fell upon the van-guard of the Turkish 
army, which had made fome approaches towards him : tliis attack was 
fo well conduced, that in a fiiort time he pierced through this body of 
the TURKS. The battle then became general on both iides.. The TURKS 
began foon to give way, which put their army in fome confufion. To- 
tal osstAN was not wanting in the duties of a brave and experienced ge- 
neral; he brought his men up to the charge more than once, but the. 
PERSIANS had the afcendency, and repulftd them with gieat flaugliter. 
The SERASKIER was fatigued with rallying his people, and perceiving 
the diforder, of^his army, put himfelf at the head of the Janillaries, and, 
difputed the vidlory, With as much bravery,, as the importance of the 
occaiiou could infpirc; till at length, two mufqUet-balls pierced his body,, 
and hedropt dead fropi his horfc. 

Thus fell the biave iopai. osman, one of the greatell ftatefmen and* 
generals, and a man of the molt integrity,' of any in the OTTOJIAN em- 
pire. His fall determined the fate of the TuRirisH'army ; thofe who. 
iwere near him were dlflieartcned, and "'no longer fought, v/ith the fame- 
fpirit: mod of th4fe,'fcll by the Ryord, others fled, and the defeat bc- 
. came general. The Persians purfued the vanquilhed enemy, and made 
I a great flaughter. Kouli khan immediately fent his Afghans to inter— 
- cept the flight of the Arabs, who had fought under topal osman ; and, 
in remembrance of their perfidious conduft at the battle of' kErkoUUj 
he cauled great numbers of them to be put to the fword. 

. 7 I . _ .1 .. .1 1 . 7 The 

s However extraoiUmary this may appear, the fuperlheon of the foldiers might render it ncccfiaty * 
not fo much out or love to skau T comas,' as to try tbeiT foicuoe usidci 3 name which had beta 
alnayslucky to TsEiiaAs Kouns siSAis, — a ' 
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The TURKS Joft^upon this occafion all their baggage, artillery, with 
their military cheft, and not lefs than 40,000 men, among whom were 
many.BASHAS and peffons_ of didindiion. A great number were takep 
jirifoners,^ ainong thefe was the intendant' of the army, who informed 
r -THAiAS KoULi KHAN of the fate of topaj; os^an. Curiofity 'as tyell 
as veneration for the charadler of tbis great map, induced the Persian- 
general to order that the body fliould be brought to him i he flood fbme 
time in filence,^ and furveyed it with an .awful reverence. Topal osjian 
was indeed^ the conquerors tho’ vanquifiied, he triumphed. Being ar- 
rived to the age of feventy, he had iinifhed his courfe with glory, which 
It was 'hardly I pollible his enemy Ihould ever attain to; finoe the prin- 
ciples on which he fet out, were diametrically oppoCte to thofe of this 
good raanl The Persian general^ordeted the body to be fent to bag- 
DAi with proper honour,' that tlje remains of fo brave an oflicer might 
receive the funeral-rites due to his rpnk, and the laft homage of his 
countrymen, whofe caufe he had ever eljjoufed, wi(h a true patriqt 
Seal. ' ' - ' ^ 

. The news of the 4 cach of topal Osman, with the intire defeat of the 
OTTOiiAN army, aftoniflied the court, and the whole city of coNSrANTr* 
NopLE. The fuccefs at kerkoud in july before, ferved only to add 
to their fenfibility of tliis misfortune : and from the opinion which had 
been ejitcrtain^d of the great lofs of the Persians on that occafion, they 
imagined Kou^i KHAN ^o^be a devil^ 91;^ enchanter^ \yho poulji with fd 
rapid a courfe reVerfe his fortune. s 

The grand vizir, apprehenfive of fome commotion in the city, caufed 
.guards to be placed at certain polls to prevent art* infurreGion, The 
divan alTembled immediately. The grand fignior and the mufti recom^ 

- mended a peace with Persia almofl: at any price, as the war feemed 
to tepd. to the ruin of the empire. The vizir on the other hand repre- 
fented the Persians as vincible, of which the battle of kerkoud was a 
flanding memorial ; an 4 that to lofc the conquered provinces by tlie 
force of arms, would be lefs inglorious than tamely to yield them up to 

the PERSIANS* ' " " . 
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1733. This opinion being at length agreed to, preparations were made to 
fend cannon and ammunition to AtEXANDRlA,' alfo money for the pay- 
ment of the army ; and 8000 Janiffaries were commanded to march the 
15th of DECEMBER. Abdallah KOUPiioLi, DASHA of CAIRO, Was no- 
minated as generaliffimo, in the place of top At, osman ; and the feveral 
DASHAS in the TURiasH dominions in Asia, had orders to march with 
all the forces they could colleft. 


CHAP. XII. 

The eJucatkit, and nioji remarkable incidents of the life of top ad osjiak 
DASHA i oitith a particular account of his gratitude and great generofi} 
to bis belief abler, who ranfomed him in bis youth from faveiy. ' 

T he mention I have already made of a brave tork, will fufficlent- 
ly countenance the following ftory. It is an anecdote by no 
means below the dignity of an hiftorian, nor foreign to my fubjeft. The 
defign of it is to infti u£t us by example, which is confeffedly the great 
ufe of hiftoiy: and I am perfiiaded this relation will give pleafure to 
every one who does not think gratitude a pious frenzy, or that it ism 
virtue fit only for little minds, whole weaknefs betrays them into a paflion, 
which clathes with felf-Iove, fo much the idol of mankind, ' 

Top AD OSMAN was educated in the chambers of the ieraglio”! a nie- 
thod which was formerly ufed onlyVith the children of the tribute, and 
who were all of chriftian parents. In the year 1698,' being then about 

the 

•* There are different chambers of the feraglto through which thofe children paffed, who were 
formerly fent up from the cjiristiaw provinces fubjefted to the otto JAM-empire. They Htof 
from the hff chamber mro^thc fcrvice of the fultan, and were employed in the different offices of the 
coan and miaillry According to their coodafb or fortune, they lofe to the Crvcral polls and offices 
of the empire The pohcy of this was, that not knowing their parents and relations, and ofrcnOincJ 
ignorant of the \^ry country tbcj came iioiD, they might be the more abrolutely dependant and de* 
voted to the fcrvice of the grand figujor But now the turks hayc found means to have their own 
children educated m the feraglio , and the chambers in which thofe deiigned for employments ar* 
b cdj and from which they arc taken, do otoiUy conhd of catwe tv rx». 
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the age of twenty-five, he was fent with the fultan’s orders to the bash a 
of CAIRO. He trayelle'd by land to said ”, and being afraid of the Arabs 
who rove about the adjacent countries,^ plundering paflengers and cara- 
vans, he embarked jOn board a Turkish veflel bound to damietta, 

I a city on the eadermoft channel of the mile. " In this Ihort paflage they 
met with a Spanish privateer; their Ihip was no match for her, but the 
whole crew refolved to fight, and try to preferve their effefls, and defend 
themfelves from flavery ; upon which a bloody adlion enfued. There it 
was this great man gave the firfl: proofs of that intrepidity, by which he 
fo often fign.alized himfeif afterwards. The crew, animated by his ex- 
ample, fought with great bravery; but fuperior numbers at laft prevailed, 
and OSMAN was taken prifoner, after being dangeroufly wounded in his 
arm and thigh. 

When the veflel had furrendered, the inftanccs of bravery which os- 
man had flliewn, induced the Spanish captain to pay him a particular re- 
gard, efpecially when it was known that he was charged witli the grand 
flgnior’s orders, and that confequently a large ranfom might be expefled 
for him. Notwithftanding the good treatment he received, his wounds 
were ilill in a dangerous way, when he arrived at Malta, whither 
the privateer went to refit: the wound in his tliigh was the moft danger- 
ous, , and he was lame of it ever aficrwanls ; from which he had the 

name of topal or cripple, as already mentioned. 

' 1 ' 

At that lime, viNCtiJT arnaud, a native of maixseillis, was com- 
mander of tlie port at walta ; and, as bis bufinefs required, went on 
board the ‘privateer as foon as Hie came to anchor. OsaiAK no (boner 
^ faw AUNAUD, than he faid to him; “ Can you do a generous and gal- 
' «« hnt ailion ? Ranfom me, and tike my word you (hall lofe nothing by 
“ it.” Such a requeft from a Have in chains was not common ; but the 
manner in which it was delivered, ftruck the henchman fo much, tliac 
he immediately turned to the captain of the privateer, and alkcd what lu 
demanded for the ranfom. Hcanfncrcd, athoufind fcquins®. Aknaud 
upo.i this turning round to the tuuk, laid: ** 1 know nothing of you, 

nncl. 
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J733- would you have me rifque a tlioufand fequins on your bare word !” . 

“ Each of us adl in this," replied the turk, “ with conffftency. I am 
“ in chains; and therefore try every method to recover roy liberty; and 
“ you may right ip not trufting to the word of a granger; I have 
“ nothing at prefent but my word and honour to give you, nor do I 
“ pretend to a(iign any reafon why you thould ttuft^to it; however. I 
' “ tell you once more, if you do trail to it, you fliall have ijo occafiou to 
“ repent." The commander upon this went to make his report to the 
grand .mailer, don rEREpLos. The air with which osman delivered 
himfelf, and the feeming ingenuoufnefs, together with the lingularity of 
the circumllances. wrought fuch an effeft upon arnaud, that he re- 
turned immediately on board the Spanish velTel, and agieed. with the 
captain for fix hundred fequins, which he paid as the price of osman’s 
liberty. After this, lie put liim on board a velTel of his own, where he 
provided him with a furgeon, and every thing necelfary for his entertain- 
ment and cure. In a fljort time he was out of dangers ’ f 

Osman had mentioned to his beocfadlor,. that he might write to Con- 
stantinople for the money he had advanced ; but finding himfelf ia 
the hands of a man who had trailed fo much to his honour, he was em- 
boldened cg alk him another favour, which was to leave the payment of 
the ranfom entirely to Ifim. ArNaud dillinguilhed that in fuch a cafe 
, things weie not to be done by halves; he thereforenot only agreed to the 
propofal, with a good grace, but entrullcd him with the lliip, in which 
he had been lodged, and Ihewed him every other mark of generofity and 
friendfliip. Accordingly osman, as foon as he was in a condition, fet 
■out again upon his voyage in this vellel. 

The FRENCH colours now protedled him from the privateers. In a 
Ihort time he reached damieTta, and laded up the Nile to Cairo. No 
fooner was he arrived there, than he delivered a thoufand fequins to the 
mailer of the veflcl, to be paid his benefiidlor arnaud, together with 
feme rich furrsV, and five hundred crowns as a prefent for himfelf He 
. c.\ecuted the orders of the lultanbis mailer with the basha of cairo; 

3 ' ■ and 

r TE^fe^arc lEcgcnteelcft prefents la tie ctH 
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and retting- out for Constantinople, was himfelf the firft who brought 
the news of his llavery. ° 

■■ His fenfe of the favour that had been dona to him, and the generous 
circumftances of it, was not confined to the firft emotions of gLitude: 
during the whole courfe of his life, he did not ceale, by letters and other 
adinowledgments, to teftify the deep imprefibn it had made upon him, 

1 In ryiy war was declared bettvcen the Venetians and tuhks^ 
The grand vizir, who had projeded the invafion of the jiorea, affem- 
bled the ottoman army,, near the iftlimus of corinth; the only pafs 
by which this peninfula can be attacked by land. Topal osjian was 
ciiarged with the command to fo'ce the pafs, which he not only executed 
with great fuccefs, but afterwards took the city of corinth by alfault. 
I^or this fervicejie was rewarded, by being made a basha of two tails. 
The next year he ferved as lieutenant-general under the grand vizir it the 
fiege of coRTU, which the turrs were obliged to abandon. Osmaw' 
ftaid three, days before the place to fecure and condufl the retreat of the 
OTIOJIAN troops, which he effedled With great fuccefs. 

In 1722 he was appointed seraskier’, and had the command of the 
army in the AioRdA. When the confuls of the different nations came 
to piy their refpedts to him m this quality, he diftniguiftied the trench 
by particuhr marks of kindnefs and protedion, and gate them a ftriit 
charge to write to aialta to vincent arnaud, and acquaint him of his 
new dignity, and to beg of him ta fend his fon, that as it was now in 
his power, he would charge himfelf with making his fortune. Accord- 
ingly arnaud’s fon went into the aiorea, and the seraskier not only 
made him prefents, but granted him, privileges and advantages in point 
of trade, which foon put him ju a way of acquiring an eftate ' 

Topal osman’s parts and abilities were fuch, that from this com- 
mand he was foon raifed to a greater. He was made a n aSH 1 of tlu-ce 
tads, and nncLERBEG of roaiania, one of the gtcHeft governments 

in 

1 GeaenU lachef ' Ic aiay fceoblencd m gca nl, rli.l n’len lacn cf cci aerr k-j. aa 

jhc eaR Ecm ta do a diiticguQicd fen cc, lUy arc not behind ibc chrik. 
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1733 ' i” empire, and which the vicinity to tlie danubian provinces, and 
the frontiers of Hungary, renders ftill more important. i 

His relidence, during his government, was at nyssa. In the year 
1727, VINCENT ARNAUD and his fon waited upon him there, and were^ 
received with the utmoft tendernefs and affeflion. Laying afide the 
pomp of the basha and governor, he embiaced them, caufed them to 
be ferved with flierbet and perfume, and to fit ‘upon the fopha with Ifini- 
felf, an honour but rarely beftowed by a basha of the fitft order,rand 
hardly ever to a chriftian. After thefe marks of dlftindlion, he fent them 
away loaded with prefents. As the father and fon were taking their 
leave of him, arnaud faid, he hoped he (hould live to pay his duty 
to him, as grand vizir, at Constantinople. This, which wjs then 
only a compliment, proved prophetical. 1 

I have already given an account of the great revolution of 1730 >“ 
CONSTANTINOPLE, in which the grand vizir Ibrahim perifiied. This 
office was become fo perilous, that three had been preferred to it in lefs 
than a year’s time. In September 1731, topal osman was called from 
his government, to fill a place,’ which though by far the highell in the 
OTTOMAN empire, and perhaps the higheft that any fubjedt in the world 
enjoys, is always dangerous, and was then fo in a particular degree. He 
ra foonet unwed at Constantinople to take poffeffion of his new dig- 
nity, than he fent for the french embaflador, and defired him to write 
to MALTA, and let his old benefedtor know of his advancement j and that 
he fliould haften to Constantinople, while things remained in the pre- ' 
fent fituation 3 Adding, that a grand vizir feldom kept long in his fiation. 

In the month of January 1732, arnaud with his fon arrived at 
CONSTANTINOPLE from iiALTA, bringing with him variety of prefents, 
and twelve Turks whom he had ranfomed from flavery. Thefe, by 
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before him. Vincent 
ARNAUD. now feventy-two years of age, with his fon, were brought be- 
fore TOPAL OSMAN, grand vizir of the ottoman empire. He received 
them in the prefence of the great officers of ftate, vvith the utmoft marks 
4 ■ of 



Chap. XII. ^ NADIR SHAH. 'lo- 

of aflbaion. -Then turning to thofe about him, and pointing' to’tlie ran- 
fomed TURKS, “ Behold,” fays he, " thefe your brethren noivenjoyiiig 
“ the Aveets of liberty, after having groaned in flavecy : “^this rKENcii- 
V iiAN is their deliverer. I was myfelf a flave, loaded with chains, 
“ ftreaming in blood, and covered widi wounds: this,is the man’ who 
“ redeemed and faved me ; this is my mafter and benefaftor : to him I 
“ am indebted for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I enjoy.i .With- 
“_oul; knowing me, he paid for me a large ranfoni ; fent gie away upon 
“ my bare word, and gave me a fliip to carry me where I pleafed. 
“ Where is even a mulTulman capable of an adlion of fuch generofity f ” 


While OSMAN was fpeaklng, every one prefent had-tbelr eyes fixed 
upon’old“ AHNAUD, who held tlie grand vizir’s hands^ clofely locked be- 
tween his own. The vizir then alked both Either and fon many.quelUons 
concerning their fituation and fortune, heard their anfwers with kindnefs 
and attention, and then ended with an Arabic fentence, allaii-ke- 
RIM *. He made before them the dlftribution of the prefents tliey had 
brought, the greateft part of which he (ent to the fultan, t]ie,fultana mo- 
ther, and the kislar aoa ‘. Upon which the two Frenchmen made 
their obeifance, and retired. 


After this ceremony was over, the fon of the grand vizir took them 
to his apartments, where he treated them with great kindnefs, .Some 
time' before they left coNsTANTiNoptE" they had a conference in pri- 
vate with the vizir, who divefted himfelf of all ftate and_ ceremony. 
He let them undcrlland, that the nature of his fituation would not per- 
mit him to do as he defired. Cnee a minifter ever appears in the eyes of 
many to do nothing without a view to his own particular interefl: ; ad- 
ding, that a EASHA was lord and matter m his own province, but that 
the grand vizir at Constantinople had a matter greater than himfdf. 

He caufed them to be amply paid Air the ranfom of tlic Turks, and 
likewiie procured the rcttitution of a debt, which they had looked on as^ 
defperate : he alfo made them prelcnts in money, and gave them an 

order,' 

• The proviticncc of God is great. I Chef of ihc blick cuacdu. 

VoL. rv. o 
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1733. order, in virtue of which tliey took a loading of corn at salonioa, 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the exportation of corn from 
that port had been'for a long time prohibited. , . ’ 

As his gratitude was without bounds, he feemed defirous to convince 
■bis benefadtor, tliat his liberality was the fame j his behaviour, upon this 
occafion, muft appear great and noble, fince every adtion of his life de- 
monftcates a mind fuperior to affedlation. His condudl appears the more 
generous, when it is conlidered, what contempt and averfion the 'preju- 
dices of education often create in the mind of a Turk againft the chri- 
ftians ; and if we refledt further, that this confeffion was made before 
his whole jCourt, ^the adtion will appear in its full luftre. 

By the vigilance and fteadinefs of his miniftry, this great man reftored 
government and a regular difcipli'ne, with plenty to constantjnopie, 
where a licentious confufion had fo lately reigned, and where the inhabi- 
tants had been in fuch/diftrels, that-.the neceflarles of life were not to be 
had but at an'cvceflive price.' He has indeed been blamed for his too 
great feverityj but it is certain, that he never' condemned to death the 
mod culpable, even of the lowed clafs of the people, without the de- 
cifion of the mufti. And though his feverity diould have been e.xtendcd 
.to what might be deemed an excels, reafons of date, and the Iccurity of 
the gyieral tranquillity of .the empire, might make a ftridb execution of 
the laws not only expedient, but abfolulely neceflary. Nor can it be 
fuppofed, that a man, avhole honour and; goodnefs of heart was fo con- 
fpicuqully difplayed, could be cruel. ,Thc greeted proof that can be gnen 
to clear him of fucli an imputation, is the univerfal regret that people of 
all ranks thewed when he was removed from his ofiice *. 

He received his orders of difmiflion'with all the calmncfs imaginable; 
for he was too wife to expeit that virtue alone could fupport a man in an 
office under a didradled government, and where eliangc was adopted as 
ncccfliry. When he came out of the feraglio, after delivering up the 
feal of the empire,^ he found his friends and domefilcs very penfive and 
difconfohic. “ What is the rcalbn," lays he, “of your alSicHion ; have 

“ I 


* lo i;ja. 
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" Inot always faicl,>that the- office of vizir iVofall otliers'the moft likely 
“ to belliort ? All my concern was' how I fliould get out of it with hu- 
“ nour; and thanks to God, I have done nothing with which I reproich 
“^myfelf. ^My, matter, tlie giand fignior, approves my fervices, and I refijn 
“ with, perfea/atisfaittion.” He then gave orders for rendering his thanks 
to_ heaven, as if it had been one of the moft happy events of hi^ life 


' After this, he- immediately fet out for trebisohde, where he was ap- 
pointed E ASHA. His removaf dould not be called a difgraCe, for the grantf 
fignior never ceafed^to treat hihi with all poflible' marks of dittinflion."' 
His highnefs acquainted him, that he multleave his fon at Constanti- 
nople, and that himfelf would take care of his fortune. About four days 
after topal osman’s departure, this young man had the honour of de- 
livering to the fultan, the prefent * vyhich his, father was to have made 
him on the feaft of BAYRAMt. Prefents at the ottoman court, as well 
as all over the eaft, are not confidered as the effedts of generofity and 
friendfliip, or marks of refpcdl, but as a tribute which mutt be paid by 
inferiors of all ranks to their fuperiors, elpecially from certain officers to 
their fovercign. This prefent might however have been difpenfed with> 
as the father was out of the office of grand vizir j but he, gave his fon 
exprefs orders at his departure, not to fail to make it , and by that means, 
he fliewcd, with what entire fatisfadtion.he bad refigned his high em- 
ployment. ^ 

The grand fignior received the prefent, in a manner that convinced 
him and all the world, that he had not in the leaft forfeited his etteem. 
He had been gone but a few days, when orders were fent to him' to re- 
pair to the frontiers of Persia, and take upon him the command of the 
OTTOMAN armies. This was an honourable and important ftation, but 
full of danger and difiiculty. He filled it with all the abilities of a wife 
ftatefman and experienced officer. Though he funk at laft before die 
fortune of txhmas rouli khan, yet he fell worthy of himfelf, worthy 
O 2 of 

• A raic ujftaacc thu of virtue I hope it is ftnAJj* true I am forry to Ciy it i* not more croJi- 
ble ofachnftianlliaa ofa UA1IOUUEDA3. Sec Vd f page * 9 ® ■ A boric fonuture 

fet with jewels, ^•aluc 50,000 crowns ^ T^u a bigb fc/bial amons tbe tuaw, at 

which time u IS ufual to oabc prefenu to oas another. 
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of that charafler he had fo defervedly acquired, and maintained through 
the courfe of a life, not diftinguiflied fo much by his high employments,, 
as that he never deviated from the paths of honour and virtue. 

The grand fignior^ pieferved fuch an efteem for his memory, that tho’ 
his fon ACHMED was but young, he promoted him to the- high poll of 
basha and beglerbeg of Romania, which his father enjoyed when he 
was called to the office of grand vizir. i It gives us the llrongeft idea of 
arbitrary power, to conlider the policy of the ottoman government. 
The fame grand fignior, who promoted the fon to one of the, firft dig- 
nities of the empire,- in honour to the father's memory and great fer- 
vices, fent an order to feize all the father’^ effedls *. It may be prefumed 
the ftate was poor, which in liich governments was a fufficient reafon. 
Thus the fon fuceeeded to no great part of the vaft riches his father died 
poffelTed of. 

Topal osjrAN was one of thofe few, who through the courfe of a 
long life, gave the highefl demonftrations-of a mind fuperior to vulgar 
applaufe. His greatnefs was the effefl of his virtue, his underftanding 
and intrepidity! but his ambition was to adl like a man, who belicies-' 
there is a God, and a ftate of rewards and punilhmcnts. If this generous 
TURK Hud of VINCENT ARHAOD, “ Where IS even a mulTuhnan who is ' 
" capable of an ailion of fuch generolity ?” We may fay, “ Where lhall 
“ v/e find even a chriftian, requiting a generous adlion in a more noble 
“ manner than topae osman ?” Inftances of this kind among either 
chnftians or aiahommedans, are indeed but rare s and therefore when tlie/ 
happen, ought tlie more to be recorded. 

* rhi&u mcfint of his movcible of pcrfonal e(U''c. As to Uaded c(U ecs^ it is ■s cuflonv ^or pcf 
fo&s in the fcnicc of the giacd figuior, to afljgn them in hentage to the diarch, ui calc of the faJurt^ 
of 1 eirf, by Avhidi nicarj thej catiaot be fciicd by the crown, iwthouC a tlsg*cc of f enJege 
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T^umas kouhkhan acjuajnls tie avssiAi^ coart of .bis fuccefs. 

. ‘-AcHMEp BASH A fre'pqris' to Jland' another figs. . Mahommed .khan 
. - jjALOUcHE declares for T/Eh'mas shah c/'shirAss • is defeated by k6vi,i 
' KHAN, ahd'hangsbwifelflftb'd'TiSRKs prepare to fake the field'.' Kouli. 

KHAN marches into Georgia the beghsning' of and takes teflisL- 
■Defcripiion of that country! Selim tsasha' retires out, of cEORGli'.“ 

‘■.'KoULl'KHAN.'/Afcl GANJA'flW SHAM'aKIe; ‘j ■' ' ' ' , 

T .ffiHM.AS KouLF KHAN' h'dving’olitained this memorable viflory i^^j-! 

•'over thc'-TURKs, 'arid 'glveh'o'rde'rs'ibr the burhl'.of his dead.’ dif- 
patched'.ari exprefs'to acquaint' the Russian’ eniprefrof the fignal advan-' 
tage ho had obtained'. This news was hot ungrateful to the court of 
si. fetersdurg : the port was’divided into fiaio'ns' upon’ the fubjciS'o'f a 
war with Russia i' biit it was' appreheridediufkduLi ' khan ' liad not kept 
'them. fully. employed, they would have foon defefmined' upon itri'and. 
preparations were accordingly making.ia R ussia. ' “ 

■ It is.ptefuined', that koule khan rcquefted that the emprefs would, 
not permit the cbim tartars to pafs near her dominions, .(hould .they 
attempt to join the lesgees, who' waited only a layourable, occafion of. 

of ilie’cASPrAN SEA. Tile Russians, yet poflefled of derbend, and the 
conquefl they had made on that coaft; were not intereil'cd to countenance 
the prqjedls of KOULI khan, any otherwife tlian to reduce the TURKS, 
which 'was'a much greater' objedt than the prefetvatiori of that conqueft. 


So fignal an advantage gained over the turks, within fifty leagues of 
EAGDAT, could not but alarm. ACHMED basha. We. have already ob- 
ferved, tliat this lagacious governor had put his city in a condition of de--- 
fence, and preferred a kindiof independent. fovereignty. i After the battle- 
of KEBKOUD, fevcral detachments of topal os.man’s forces demanded 
entrance into the city.. The basha abfolutcly refufed, alledging, that 
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1 ^, richeil' himfelf with their fequefterecL eftates, and returned to isf'AiiAK. 
Here he lemained till the next fpring, employing himfelf in recruiting 
his army in hopes of iini(hing\thc great work in which lie had fu well 
fucceeded the lafl: year, and of compelling the Turks to yield up ah the 
conquered provinces.' 

■ In the mean, while, the ottoman court made all the preparations 
poffible, to defend themfelves againft an enemyi whom they had now 
fufficient reafon'to believe very formidable. They had" made an at- 
tempt to engage the khan of the crim tartars in their quarrel, anri ‘f 
thefe could have been joined with the' LESGEts, they might make a 
powerful diverfion in shirvan j but it is hardly pradicahle to penetrate 
into PERSIA through the pailes of mount Caucasus, or the country to 
the north-weft of dag is tan. , ' 

The LcsoEES, however difpofed to take all advantages of the 
SIANS, were but ill-inclined to favour the entrance of the criai tARTARS 
on the north-fide of their mountainous relidences. The Georgians "■'t® 
as little difpofed to receive them into their country j and the Russians leaft 
of all. 'The cabaudinian tartars, who are fubjedt to russiA, were 
ordered to appear in arms, if thofc of the crim fliould attempt to force 
a paflagej and as a war was expedled to break out with the Russians, 
file CRIM TARTARS WQuld hy fins means "be left expoied ; io t'nSt fat 
TURKS had but little reafon to e.xpedl any fuccours in the persMN "'sr 
from thofe tartars. The aesgees, however, appeared in arms, dc- 
ligning to make a diverfion in favour of the Turks. 

Kouli khan haying recruited his army to near loo,oao iiglitiPS mml 
opened the campaign tliis year by marching diredlly to tavris, fr°'” 
whence he fent his fon nesr aei, with a body of forces to the benks oE 
tlie KURA, to drive the lesgees back again into their mountains. Theft 
tart.ars made incurfions into suirvan, but finding a numerous body 
of PERSIAN forces which they did not expedf, they retired will* 
precipitation. He left bis fon on the banks of the kura, with orders 
to marcii to ganj.a, whilft he himfelf ppnetrated into ceorciA as far 

as TEPEIS. . , ■ ■ , . 

This 
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, This city Is fuppofed to be the acropolis of the aiitientsj it la large 1734. 
and well peopled, and the houfes built with brict. In the center is an 
eminence with a citadel, very difficult of aceefs : at the foot of it runs 
the KUKA, which contributes much to its natural ilrength. 

The GEORGIANS are the defcendants of the antient ibeeians, who 
inhabited the countries on both fides the cybus'’. The creeks call 
them GEORGi, from whence we may prefume they derived their prefent 
namej the oriental nations call tliis country gueRgestan, 

The bravery of thefe people is very remarkable; their fituation feems 
to exadt it of them. In thefe latter times we have had feveral proofs, 
patticulaily of thofe commanded by gubghin khan, the governor of 
KANDAHAR, as mentioned in the preceding volume. The VAii of 
GEORGIA, we have alfo feen, might, to all human appearance, have faved 
the PERSIAN monarchy, had he not adhered to a rafli vow. Thefe peo- 
ple are as dextrous With the bow and arrow, as with fire-arms ; and 
the PERSIANS were wont to edeero them the bed troops in tlieir 
army. They were now tributary to tlie Turks, and confeq^uently few 
if any of them amongd nadir’s forces. That they were always very 
warlike, appears from antient hidorians ; they neither fubraitted to the 
■aiEDEs nor PERSIANS, nor even to Alexander the great r they could 
not indeed relift the ronian arms; poMPEV.took their capital acropo- 
lis, and reduced the kingdom of iBEiUAito a roman province. 

The KHAN of teplis has the title of vali, and all the other chiefs 
of the lefpeGivc provinces are denominated princes. Thefe lad are in- 
dependent of each other, as wcli asof the vali ; but in cafe of danger 
they unite in onei common intered. Hemmed in by two powerful na- 
tions, they, have necefiiirily paid tribute cither to the Turks or Persians 
&r feme ages. Their governments are jierediuity, and feldom any acci- 
dents have happened to dived their families of their refpefttvefeveteignties; 

■which are innumbec about a dozen, who are divided and febdivided. They 

‘ generally 

* rreffstoante ku»a« 

p : 


VoL. IV. 



> 734 -’ 


THE HI f TORY OF ' , Part UI, 

generally,, fupport from 2oo,to iqoo men_'each,_an'd two or three' of th'eiji 
can bring -6000^ into the field.' For the fupporf of thefe 'foldiers, ! the'pea- 
fants pay^fi tenth of, the^produce of 'the'land ; ^fides furniihing,' in time 
of war, a certain number of men equipped. ' 

'>.;The''ciimate;df."this> country is foft, 'not very different from that, of 
'iTACy, :and extends'from about the ‘latitude of 41 to 44. .The capital 
•nEFL'iS'is'near the center of thedower GEOROiA j the upper -G eorgia 
flretchcs-towards'the black sea. It is furrounded with mountains aiinofl 
on-cvery fide, and abounds in woods, but there are alfb very fertile plains. 
They till their land with buffaloes .and oxen; they plow deep,- and, their 
crops are abundant. They, are chriflians of the creek religion, and 
cpnfequently not forbidden the ufe of wine, .which, they- have very good, 
,,andin.great,plenty. . The; men are, remarkably tall,. .comely, -robuft, ,and 
well made, oflentatious, and fond of a fplendid , appearance ; the-wo- 
men..' are.celebrated for their.beauty, over, all.AsiA.-;-, - li- 

‘ - The .GEORGIANS have generally, been moft difpbfed to.fubmit to the 
EERSi.ANS,; and in orde'r-to fupport their .'fidelity; the'fovereigns'ofthat 
monarchy -have' fliewn'them-great'-indulgcnce. ..Thofc of their princes, 
-who are difpofed to change their religion,, have ever 'meti with a kind 
■reception at thepERSiAN court, and been entrufted witli fome of the firft 
employments in that government. Persia by this meansTias'had a 
conflant'-refource of- troopsf'- whole ‘valour’ and fidelity- might be.fafcly 
relied on'. ■ . ■ ■ ■ ’, _ ‘ 1 

- The GEORGIANS now faw their fovereign the grand fignior opp.reffed 
■on every fide ; . difheartened by the defeat of topaL osjian, and in no 
-capacity toimaftc he.id againft the vidtorious. armies of'Kooti khan- 
Teflis: having fiibmittcd to him,.. he. thought it his intercll to-treat the 
pe'ople-with tendernefs. .Tbc.TURKS-retired,- not being in' any condition 

; to.oppofe him, - j • ■- .- -.i 

■--■ h„; - ■ Koun 

often fpeken of in luapri on^ the nMC of cucasjiaks, though ciacAfi** 
Is much fatihcr’to the north*weIl. * I never heard, from any good authority, that toot* 

KHAM had any nanibcr of csonciAtts :o hij’tnay, probably cilccining it impolitic to cat<rt«® 
petals of fo diacen; pricdplca io tdtgioa. . * J . ' , • ‘ ■ 
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Kouli khan, in 'the exuItation''of his heart; declared that he would 1734. 
carry his viftorious arms to the Hellespont,' with' a more formidable 
power than that of xerxes. All the dominions of the grand lignior did 
indeed tremble-at his name.' The Turks confelTed, 'that they were never 
more embarafled fmce the eftablifliment of their monarchy..- Their trea- 
fures were exhaufted ; and their army of veterans hardly amounted to one 
third part of that of the Persians. Count bonneval recommended the 
EUROPEAN difeipline 5' but the Turks had a iuperllitious reverence for 
theiri antient military cuiloms j neither could they derive any advantage 
from a change of difeipline, but by long praSice. They tailed about 
33000 men in Bosnia, which were ordered to join the ottoman army 
near bacdat, under the command of the seraskier abdallah koupro- 
LI, who was cftccmed one of the heft officers in their fervice. The court 
alfo fent 4000 men to him by the way of treeisonde j but this re- 
inforcement was very infufficient, to flop the progrefs of the Persians. 

In the mean while, selim basha being in no condition to oppofe the 

, PERSIANS, had retired out of Georgia towards aleppo, leaving that 
country, as well as Armenia, ' a prey to the viftorious kouli ifHANj 
upon which all the Georgian princes, who were before tributary to 
the OTIOAIAN empire, fubmitted to him. Towards the end of oc- 
TonCR, 'he came ‘before ga.nja, where the -T urks had thrown in .a 
garrifon of 5000 men; thefc maintained themfelves fo well, that nesr 
AL i with his forces had not been able to reduce them: koulI khan 
therefore erefled three batteries of ten cannon each, and before the month 
was expired, this place alfo fubmitted at difcretion. ^ 

I From thence he diredled his courfe to shamakie. * The turivS had 
detached a body of 8000 men, raofUy lesgees, to guard the bridge of 
boats over the kura at javat y but they were foou put to flight. The 
countenance which this city had given to the lesgees, had fo much 
offended him, that he refblved to raze it to the ground, and flaughter 
a great part of the inhabitants. Thofc who had oflended moll, being 
eitlier lesgees, or clofely connedlcd with them, fled into the mountains. 

After a (hort warning, he commanded the inhabitant-, who efcaped the 
P z fury 
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1734. fury of;his,refentmpnt,, w retire, IO jAghson, on, the wefter^ ,fide,pf..the 
mountains '... whpre they; tnight,buijd a' new, dty ; and, he, then ,de|troycd 
,the place., Shamakie had,be,enfqrtnaay. agesefteemed one of tbe.atod 
flpurilliing cities in, this part of the world,, well peopled, aiid;abo, unding 
in all the neceffaries of life. ; , Its fitnationvyas agreeable,, and its rntde ev 
tenfive.. , Here the merchapK from, .Persia and TimicEr, AR.yl.EmAi 
GEORGlA„and RUSSIA had their rendezvous j fo that it was a ftapl?. fpr 
all the commodities of thefe countries, together with thofe, of eWRope. 
It was alfo a place of defence. . , 

• Thefe however were not fufficient reafons with the ambitious .Kounl 
kHan topreferve this city.' . Indeed.-itishard to fay, if he made a lAcriiicc 
of it to his pride or refcntment,' more than to reafons of. policy.'.- .Tbscon- 
. tpieft of the LESGEES was an objed: lieihad very much at heart 3 and expe- 
rience had provedj'that ifwasan alylnm to tliem of.late years 5 -.or atdeaft, 
that' it wits the feat of rebellion,. 'from. whence SHiivAN.was invaded.:’ 
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.TURKS dejire a piacei' 'Kouli khan finds an.emiagddor to tbl RW 
■ :. SIAN court.. AnoAUt, AH Kd\ 5 y».oui gifts fettle fo Kouut khah sR 
• -uailey of arpakavx,' is Jlain,\togcther witb 20,000" Turks.' Ab- 
dallah OASHA retreats fo cars.' Cara achmed appoisUed 
’ KiER of fie: TURKISH «r/«y. • Ek IVAN, .The ■tnst.KS declafcviar 

againjltbesLisssinss. • Viovi,! KHkts's .coaduS towards that, nation. ■ 

T he rapid progrefs of the' P ersian arms, made the divan of co.v- 
STANTINOPLE uL the highcft'dcgrcc dcfirous of peace with peR- 
. SIA : but .T.fiHsu^, kouLi khanJ ambitious of new triumphs, proudly 
, defpifed any accomrnodytion, but whaywas judged to be very, injurious 
to the honour of. .the grand %nior. . The inclination of the port rVas to 
commence a war with the chriftian powers ; and great magazines wwe 

- forming 

• TSis place flood in *7^5. oi dcraibed ia [tie laap and accaaat of iteuan of the avaiiaseoa* 
baffr, Vol.1. pose 376 and jSS. 
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iorming insoaNlA, in expedtation of a fivourable opportunity to enter thro^ 
VAtiACHtA into the'UKRAtN: ' The ottojian court was alfo very jealous 
of the good ondorftanding between the hvssiana and the psk^iahs, and 
apprehended a treaty of alliance, by which the; forqier were fo njake a 
diverfion in favour of pbrsia on the fide of asoph . whdft there y-as not 
•lefs reafon to apprehend,' that with fuch aiJiftance i,£hwa 5 iounj rh^n 
might carry his arms' into NAlonw, and make the grand Cgnior tremble 
on his throne. , , v 

What favoured the former opinion, was the arrival, at the beginning 
ofi this year, of hussein kouli khan as embaffador from adas, the 
infant shah of persir, to the court of st. Petersburg ; his credential 
letters were figned with the feal of the general t,eh,mas kouri khan. 
-This minifter informed her imperial' majefty, that t,ehmaa shah being 
a weak prince, whofe conduft threatened the ruin oftheEERsiAN empire, 
the khans, and all the great lords of the Hate,' had determined to depofe 
him, and fet up his fon abas in his place : that they meant npt to do the 
dethroned prlnce'any harm, but to indulge him in all thy pleafures to 
which he was inclined, without fubmitting to his pacific diljiofition, with 
regard to their common enemy the iork : that t,shsus kouli khan, 

- whofe valour and fortune was equal to that of Alexander, and whofe 
prudence and generofity were unrivalled, was determined toj profecute 
-the war witli vigour: that her imperial majefty might be afllired he 
would never lay down his arms, wbilft the grand fignior was in any con- 
dition to make war againit her; the Persians being intircly difpofed 
to fupport a perfedl amity with the dominions of her imperial majefty, 
whofe intereft they conftdered in common with their own. 

This embaflador was alfo charged with a commiflion, to require the 
delivery of derbend, baku, reshd,'' and alb the places in the provinces 
of SHIRVAN and ghilan, with the other diftrifts lltuated on die coaft 
of the CASPIAN SEA, which had been conquered by peter the great ; 
alfo that thofe tartars in the mountains of daoistan/, who had 
.. ^ ^ fubmitted 

I I hai e already given fomc account of ihele people in my firU volume, and I have only to ob- 
fcnelurther, that from this country the a lav, m the fifth century are ImJ to hate fpread them- 
felvc, hhc.a flood over auaopr, eatendmg thcjp cen^ucli as far as sraitt. 

J 
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I 

'735- fubmitted to the Russian arms, fliould be again reftored to the dominion 

of PERSIA. 1 , . lit 


It was faid, that kouli' khan had in the vanity of his heart declared, 
that if the RUSSIANS did not letire, he would take a broom, and Aveep 
them out. The Russians, apprehenfive of a war with the Turks, did 
not think thofe countries worth a conteft i they had never received any 
benefit from them, but quite the reverie, for they only proved a grave 
to their armies. As to the revenues of thofe provinces fince the year 
1722, which were alfo demanded by the embaflador, the Russian mi- 
niftry alledged, that fo far from drawing any advantage from thence, the 
government had been at a great expence in the fupport of them. 


In confequence of this treaty now m.ade with taihaias kouli khan, 
her imperial majefty appointed a general officer to accompany the pEa- 
siAN_commifljries,^ in order to fee the evacution of the countries already 
mentioned, and to fix the boundaries of the two ftates , which was ac- 
cordingly done foon after. The embaflador having received all the hoy 
nours due 'to his charadter, took his leave of the emprefs the i^tb of 
'ilARCHj'and the court bore the expence of his journey to the frontiers, 
according to cuftom. The emprefs intended to fend an embafiador to 
ISFAHAN, to compliment the young shah', dad from thence'to' pro- 
ceed to the army, in order to fihifli the negotiations with t.ehmas kouOI 

KHAN, which the Persian miniflcr had already begun. 

V I I .. 1 ; 0 

The TURKS had not yet recovered the fliocfc occaConed by the defeat 
of TOPAL osJiAN , and the rapid progrefs of the Persian arms the laft 
. year had difheartened the cjsprt to an extreme degree, infomuch that they 
would hardly have oppofed (he enemy, had there been no other objedl 
to preferve than the conquered piovjnces. ‘ At the fiine time, tlie good 
intelligence between the Russians and the pfksian^, gave great umbrage 
to the port. The grand fignior comforted himfelf however in hopes of 
an accommodation with the Persians, and that the lofs'of gforgia would 
be repaired- by <h!s conquefts in chnftendom , the fituation of the euro- 

. peaN 

< Wc finj aficnraiOs, that the xvaatA-i mtoillcfs \tcre too rceCble of the chtuigcy to wb'cE 
oxa'IA wa, fubjcfl, to cany tin, dcll-o tiito execution. 
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PEAN powers at that time feemmg'to facilitate the fuccefs of the oiroi z 
iiAN'arms.'' 'The Persian, army was'.-now'increafed'to 120,000 men 
. and KOULI khan abfolutely refufed to cnter'into terms of accommodation, 
nnlefs the-TURKS-.wouldjnot .only yield, up -all, the, conquered, provinces, 
but alfo, pay him, the charge, of, the war.. ' , "■ v , ,! >, 


The OTTOMAN court was continually fending troops, ammunitidbyand 
money to aleppo and trebisonde, from . vyhence tlie army’ under "ab- 
iiALLAH KouPROEr, BASHA of CAIRO, was fupplied ; tills general h'ad alfo 
fuccours from'cAiRo, but as yet he keptclofe in his intrenchments in art 
jiENiA.' The TURKS elleeming this as a holy war, were yet in fpirlts to 
tiry the fortune of another' campaign. The grand figrilor therefore gave 
orders to 'the'sERASKiER' kouproli," to give battle to tazhjias kouci 
KHAN, as foon as he diould find himfelf fufficiently reinforced. ■ 


,.,'_The per'sian general had fpent'the beginning' of this year'in reducing 
GEORGIA, and was now on his march to erivan. Defigning to bring the 
TURKS, foidh engagement^ he fent a detachment of 15000 men, towards 
their Vamp.. , .The.sERASKiER immediately cpncl'uded,'that“'this. motion 
could; b'e'madej with nbdther defigndhan, to reconnoitre his fituati.pnj 'he 
t|ierefore fe'nt a, body of his beft, cavalry to meet them, and after a fhort 
ilcirmiih the Persians retreated in confufion. The seraskier Unwilling 
.to iofe fo, apparent an advantage, ^ difpatched more troops after them, and 
followed himfelf at the, head of his army, making forced marches, in 
hopes to intercept tlfeir junition .with the main body of the Persians. 


, On the loth of JU.ne, tjehmas' kouli khan appeared with 
,■40,000 men-,in. the .valley of arpa’icavi, fo that the whole force with 
' him, did not exceed- 55,0000. • The seraskier,. on the other hand, had 
ah army of 80,000.; • At the approach of the Turks, the PEiisiAN.general 
-broke up- his, camp with a.-feeming precipitation, .and- retired , towards 
ERIVAN. . After. feveral'forced.marches.'being.arrived at the fireight pre- 
, yioully defigned for the adion, be concealed'" a,. body of;his men . in a 
wood, ..vvhilft .another, ftrong party tyas.coyered in a valley. .In tbis.fitua- 
■ tion he prepared to receive the Turks. 


The 
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The vao of the Turkish army few themfelves at once attacked in 
flank and rear by, the Persians, who came out of the defiles. The 
aftion was very bloody, and lafted five hours j the seraskier. had two' 
horfeS killed under him, and after fighting very bravely, met with the ' 
feme fete as his predeceflTor topal osman ; befides him, fell demiR 
BASiiA, and MUSTAPHA BASRA, generals of the firfl: rank, the laft was ' ' 
a kinfinan of the grand fignior; they loft alfo four other baehas, with 
2.0,000 men, the greateft part of whom were killed, the reft taken pri- 
fonefs; the PERSIANS likewife made themfelves matters of thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, With the military cheft and baggage. 

This viftory was obtained the cheaper, as the rear of the Turks 
could not come up, and confequently had no (hare in the aiftion t thefe 
retired as foon as they found their van totally defeated : they were fol- 
lowed however by the Persians for near three leagues j fome fled to the 
neighbouring cities, and others into the mountains. Abdaeeah basha 
carried ofif 8ooo Turks to cars, a city in thc_uppER Armenia. 

The news of this defeat flung the whole city of constantinopoe into 
the utmoft confternation, as they concluded from hence, that not only 
the conquered countries mutt fubmit, but that it would be dangerous to 
the \ybole empire to continue the war any longer. Frelh orders were there- 
fore fent to ACHMED, BASRA of BACDAT, With full powcts to negotiate a 
' peace with taehmas koUei khan. The friendihip which the peRsias 
general had profefled for this basha, was a circumttance which ferved to 
fupport the drooping fpirics of the ottoman court 5 the basha had alfo 
acquired fo great a reputation, that his enemies as well as his partiaans, 
•often filled him AcuMtm padisha*. The mufti and all the court ap- 
- peated however With very fortowful countenauccs. Cara achkied, 
who had been for fome time lieutenant to the governor of bagdat, a. 
good foldier, and v(eU verfed in the liberal arts, was now fent to fuppiy 
the place of the seKaskier kouproli. 

Tashmas KDutl Kuan was no fixiner matter of the field, titan h® 
difpatched an officer to the russtan court, to inform them of his vuttory* 

The 


s The emperor Acuusoa 



Chap- XIV.., , . ' NADIR, 'SHAjH. ■ , : , -jVi 

which lie had now forpied/requirfcd a peace with tile Turks ; it- r 
biit.jie nil.l promifed to do nothing without the confent of the emprds of ' ' 

.- ddoweyer.;- if. wetmayi judge from -the event, lie was delirous 
°(-?>'S?g'>!g!.th,e'.Ri>ssiAitsmawarwith thexunKs.-as the moft eifehual 
means of promoting his- own fchcmes. ' ■■ » ' 

This fccdnd'irriportant viflory favoured his defigns He inimcSately 
kid, fiege to ERivAN' the .capital of AttMEtiVAj the, garrifon, haying . ’ 
no expedlation offuccours, than demanded' 'to' capitulate, and were per-: , 
mitted to retire to.- Car's';' but part of die' inhabitants were removed into 
KHORASAN.,, From thence he lent a ilrong detucliment'to euzcroum ^ ; 
and by die, end of this year’s. campaign- lie recovered all the conquered ‘ 
provinces-- - i' ' '-n . • i. , 

'If- we confider'to what a wretched (late p'e'rsia had been reduced, fi.-c 
years -before,' wlieh TASiiMArKouui k'iian appeared at the head of her 
forces, wc muft impute this rapid fuccefs to his military genius and fortune. 
Whata prodigious chang'e was' it for a country devoured by rapinei' whole 
fubjefls werc'defpifed abroad, and plunged into miferies at home, to give . 
laws to a powerful monarchy in'fo fliott a time! It- is’ natural’ to thinkj ’ 
that in -the height of his triumphs, asia would not have bounded' his 
conqueds, had his paflion been only for military glory ; -but every circum- 
ftance of his conduft p'roved-that he afpired at more than triumphs and 
that his ambition of fovereignty was equal to that' of ednqueft; neither of 
which could be long fupported without vaft funds, and thefe hardly were 
to be obtained by purfuing the war againft the TURKS. 

Before' we enter upon the relation df any hew event, . we.mull go.back , 
to the fituation of the ottom'as court. . The defeat of the-SERASKica , 
Kou'pRoii was attended 'with' a further change of minidry at consta.Nt 
TiN-bpLE.- Ismael EAsiiA'i the grand vizir, who had been the .chief 
advifer to profecute the war with Persia, was depofed the latli of JULir, 
aiid.though'a. relation of thc'grand lignior,-was banifh'ed to the ide of 
: . -candia: 

At Eftzciouu the peace wm coachiJcd !>/ Tuntisit mirilcen. 

voL. IV. ' - ; 
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J735. CANDIA : MAHOMMED BASHA fucceeded liim ; th^laft_was alfo ap- 
pointed SEBASKIER of the army intended to he fent againft theRussiA'NS, 
This minifter accoidingly matched out of Constantinople in great 
pomp and ceremony, with the ftandaid of mahommed carried before 
him. The Russians, who naturally expedled this event, were very 
vigdant in marching an army early into the field ; infomuch, that asoph. 
was befieged before the Turks had taken care to provide a fufficient gar- 
rifon. This place being at the mouth of the river don on the palus 
MAtoTis, and communicating with the black sea, the laying fiege to 
it created great alarms at Constantinople. 

The minifters of the feveral chriftian potentates interpofed their media- 
tion, to prevent the great effufion of blood, which the, Russian war 
muft neceflarily occafion , but the turks were inexorably bent to purfae 
it. Kouli khan pretended to make it an article in the peace he was 
negotiating with the Turks, to include the Russians. This was a mi- 
nifterial ftroke, which anfwered a double purpofe. He knew the turns 
were entirely averfe to if, and confequently their refulal gave him tlie 
better plea to make bis own terms ; and, at the fame time, he fecretly 1 
wiflied to involve his new friend, as well as hfs old one, in a war that 
llioold keep them well employed for fome time, wliilft he purfued the 
favourite projeifls which he had planned : for this purpofe, it was alfo 
neceflary to ftart all the difficulties imaginable, in order to protraft the 
ifluc of the conferences at erzeroum. Abdil baki khan, the PE*' 

^ SIAN embaflador, met aciimed, basha of bagdat, bur nothing could 
be concluded this year. The turks made no difficulty to yield up dr 
reilore all the countries conquered from Persia fince the time of sHA» 
HUSSEIN, with tbofc which had been Icparatcd from that empire during 
that reign ; but kouli khan, not jatlsiicd with this, made pretenfious 
on bagdat, and demanded Co be paid the cxpcnccs of die war. 
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, FROM THE 

Electing of TiEHMAS K O U L I 
KHAN KING OF PERSIA in 1736, 

, TILL ms 

Return from his memorable expedition into 

INDIA IN 174.0. 

CHAP. XV. 

Tie young shah abas dies. The Russians evacuate derbend, and yield 
up their conquejls in Persia. Ta;hmas kouli khan declared ting. 
Conditions of accepting the diadem. Tiip aiullah dashi put to death. 
Nadir coins money, and-feizes the lands of the chmcb. Edill concein- 
ing the fill of the suNNis and schias. 


T he beginning of this year ripened the plot. Persia, trem- 1736. 
bhng at the effefts of her own conquefts, faw lierfelf in the 
hands of an ufurper, whofe military abilities rendered him the 


idol of his army. The young prince abas, who was of a completion 


extremely delicate, died. Whether his death was intirely according to 


the courfe of nature, is not declared : it is probable, however precarious 
the life of this infant-king might have been, that fome art was ufed, in 
order, that fo feeble an impediment diould not obilrut the defigns of 


TIEHMAS kouli KUAN. 


The loth of march, as I have more than once obferved, is the Per- 
sians new-year’s-day, when it is the cuftom of their princes to afiemble 
- ' Q_3 the 
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1736. the governors of the provinces, and demand an account of their adihi- 
niftration. This was a favourable occalibn'to convoke all the gover- 
nors, elders, and great officers, together with the generals of his army, 
in order to communicate the fuccefs of his arms, and to confult what fur- 
ther meafures were neceflary to be taken for the common g^ood. The 
rendezvous was appointed in the plains of mo can, near the banks of the 
ARAs, where he had alfembled the greateft part of his forces, confiding 
of near 100,000 men. He acquainted the nobles and governors, that 
the reafon of calling them together was, that they might know from 
him how God had been pleafed to blefs his arms with fuccefs, and to re- 
ftore all the dominions which had been torn from the late family of the 
SEFFIES. That he had delivered Persia from the yoke of the Af- 
ghans, and was in treaty with the Turks, with whom he hoped foon 
to make fuch a peace as would be agreeable, fince tjie grand lignior niud 
be obliged to accept of the conditions which he Ihould piefcribc; that 
Ire had alfo concluded a peace with the Russians, wlio had reftored all 
thofe dominions belonging to the Persian empire, which they had con- 
quered fourteen years befoye ; in ffiort, that he had left nothing to U 
done except the conqueft of Kandahar. But as it was necelTary for tlie 
fupport and continuation of the glory of the monarchy, th.it they fliou'd 
have a perfon at the head of their armies, who might prevent fuclt 
fatal confequcnces as they experienced in the preceding reign, and as it 
was his intention to enjoy the remainder of his life in repofi:, he defired 
to refign his office; for which reafon they miifl: make choice of a ncu' 
general. Moreover, as it had pleafed God to deprive them of the young 
abas, they mull elc£t a king alfo : if they thought siiaii TjEIImas couU 
gorern them with valour and wifdoni, that they had only to recall hiiftf 
but if he W.1S not capable, they muft fix their choice upon /bme otlieft 
) that fo important a bufinefs required mature confideration, he thercftiit 
recommended it to them, and defired their anfwcr in three days. 

There was hardly a fenfible man in the aflembly, but law through d ' 
thin dilguifc of thefc propofitions ; and many fiw it with indlgnalicn, 
V. ho had not virtua enough to declare their real fentimeots. KouC 
a ' iiiixi 
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-KUAN retired to his tept, and left the deputies .to their own cdntempla- 
tions : he ordered that they fliould be entertained at the public expence, 
and treated with ail the rcljiea imaginable. It is reafonable to prefiimel 
.that he had already made his fentiments known to the principal officers, 
.whilft it was obvious to every common fojdier, that military glory, and 
a defpotic authority, were his ruling paffions. The great cate and ten- 
dernefs which he had upon' all occafions fliewn them, neceffarily engaged 
their wiffies to fee him their fovereign, as well as their general. Under 
thefe circumftances, what voice could the deputies of the people have, 
but fuch as was agreeable to the army f 

The three days being expired, tlie deputies waited on the general with 
a petition, reprefenting. “ That as God had been pleafed to make ufe 
'■ of his arm to reftore the glory of the Persian monarchy, none was 
“ fo worthy of the diadem as himfelf; that their lives and fortunes were 
“ redeemed fay him, and to him therefore .they ought to be devoted.” 

TaEHMAs KOULi KHAN then replied; “ It is true, that fince I led the 
“ people to battle, divine Providence has been pleafed to favour my de- 
“ iigns. You have yourfelves been witneiTes of the amazing fuccefs of 

the PERSIAN arms. It was not my intention however in calling you . 
“ together, to receive this mark of your gnititudej but fince heaven has 

decreed that my feeble arm ihould be the inftrument of that almighty 
“ power wKich governs all things, 1 wih confent to your propofal, under 
“ certain conditions. It will reft on yourfelves to .fiipport your own 
“ choice, and affift me to exalt the nation to as high a. pitch of glory 
r* as the greateft kings of the former ages have done. But if you will 
” make me your king, you muft remember to comply with the condi- 
“ tions which I now require. Firft, You muft make rhe diadem here- 
“ ditary in my family. Secondly, You Ihall not entertain in your houles 
“ any of the family of your old kings, much left mention any thing 
*' tending to rebellion. And laftiy. You (hall not curfe oiuar, osman, 

“ and aeuerker, nor obferve the tumultuous meetings at the comme- 
“ moration of hussein’s .death ; and as a great elFufion of blood has 

been occafioued by the religious differences of the fefts of the 

“ “ SCIIIAS 


1736. 
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J736. <1 scHlAS and SUNNIS *, which, in my opinion,' are not in themfelvcs 
“ eflential, an aflembly of the ptiefts fliall be called to regulate thefe 
“ differences.” . .1 1 

It may, I think, be prefumed,'£hat NADiR'sHAit, for that is the name 
‘by which we muft now call him, elate with his great vidlories over the 
TURKS, had flattered himfelf that lie might one day unite the Persian’ 
And OTTOMAN dominions under the fame head ; but though this dazling 
objedl floated in his imagination, he could fcareely hope to make a fpecdy 
conquefl of the minds of the people, or that he could reign over bofh 
nations, whilft they remained of different fcfts. It is true, he was bred ‘ 
a SUNNI, and from thence might feem fomcwhat inclined that way; 
though, in reality, the tenets of both parties were equally indifferent to 
him. 

The KiiANs and deputies of all the provinces came readily into the two 
firfl: articles, which feemed more particularly to regard their allegiance to 
their new fovercign. As to the commemoration of the death of uusseiNi 
the fon of ALi, we have already explained, that this feftival ‘‘ regarded 
the ecclefiaftical government j but fince it might be made an occafion of 
tumultuous aflemblies, nadir wifely guarded againft it, as injurious to 
his intereft. In regard to the laft article, they defired the high priefl* 
might be heard; he was accordingly brought into the prefence of the 
new fovercign, where he fpofce to this effedt: “ It is not for earthly prin- 
“ ces to diredV in what manner the God of heaven and earth ought to 
■“ be worflnpcd : we have our law, as delivered down by divine autlio- 
“ rity, through the mediation of the prophet “j that is our guide; and as 
“ all cliangcs in religious matters arc fubjea to very dangerous confe- 
“ qucnces, I hope no means will be taken to fully the luflte of your vie* 
“ torics, by a flep fo derogatory to the welfare of the true believers.” 
Such a fpccch as this, might liatc cafily fired the licarts of a people na- 
turally inclined to enthufiafm; but perhaps this honeft priefl was the only 

' man 

‘ S.-c VcjL r, pj-c ;.5. il.(, Vcl III. paje 33. To Uiij wc may aJJ, lEa: aj die tviitti, 
aicliialcAcf CicTcaas, ac!.fi0.a!cajc ("le Lfcoraa a, eapo..Daed Sy Ac dofion, uaLEc, itlarr. 
vtAaCAC. atal Aauc oaaiaa . To the rxaiiAK, cr icajAt acU.c.'c 10 ali, a.'J arcpcjJcJ by tbaa 
pa-a iHAUi, \.liaha.cc,po.aiecJ dicu ccc'cRaAcalla#’, • Sea Vo!, lit p."C ;j. ' 
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man who dared to Ipeak his mind j the only one, at lead:, of any emi- 
nent authority, who had courage to check that imperious fpirit, which 
already flicwed itfelf in nadir, though he had not yet received the en- 
dgns of royalty : but as if heaven had marked him out for’deliverance 
from the cruel bondage of nadir’s government, he was foon filenced 
with a bow-ftring. This well-meaning pried might, however, have 
checked his zeal ; for as the matter was to be referred to priefts of the 
diiferent feAs, the confequence was very natural, that it would remain 
as they found it nor did the people give their tacit confent to thefe pro- 
pofals, fo as to produce' any particular effedt, with regard to the unifor- 
mity of religion. ^ 

The next day, being the iith of march, the general was proclaimed 
king, under the name of nadir shah ”, and the people paid him homage 
as fuch, which he accepted with an air of dignity mixed with arro- 
gance. The ARMENIAN patriarch, who was in the camp, performed 
part of the ceremony, by buckling on his fibre j but as to the plume” 
and diadem, which, as already obferved, is the more elTenlial mark of 
royalty, he changed it himfelf from the left-fide to his right, as if he 
meant to fliew, that to his own arm only he was indebted for his ex- 
altation.j 

Thus did the afpiring genius of this inftrument of divine wrath accom- 
plifli his end : thus did he reach that point which ciesar could not attain > 
tho' in valour, generolity, and ftrength of mind, this celebrated roman was 
not inferior to the Persian ufurper; whilft he excelled him in learning, po- 
litenefs, and humanity, to which nadir indeed had no pretenfions. Crom- 
well alfo was baffled in his aim at the crown of England ; neither his 
&ill nor cunning, nor his valour nor refolutlon, could acquire him die 
nameofking. Rome, tho’ corrupt to an extreme, and ripe for a change of 
that form of government, by which her people liad arrived at fo high a 
pitch of glory, had yet fome honefi and gallant Ipirits, who thought the 
killing of a tyrant warrantable, at leaR not fo great an evil as llavcry. In ' 

ENGLAND, - 

• Tte PERSiA'f* gwmlly put the title af er tLesactee tKo’ sunorsAiis afe it before and afccr 
iiidiffetcady. ” arc of Uic ftaibcrs of black, teroas flutk into a tube, fuppoitcd by a 

ftjd of prcaojs ftoncs. 
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1736. ENGLAND, there were numbers whofe principles were untainted, and who 
faw the error which had been committed, in attempting to change the 
monarchy into a republican government ; but in Persia, ignorance and 
want of forefight, with univerfal corruption of manners, prepared the 
necks of the people for the yoke to which they now fubmitted ; and 
it was but a few years after, that they faw pyramids of human heads 
eredted on that l\)Ot, where they chofe their king?. 

Nadir being arrived at the fummit of his ambition, began to evert 
that boundlefs authority with which he was inverted ; however, he tem- 
pered his natural fiercenefs and cruelty with fome tokens of munificence : 
he entertained all the deputies of the people for three days, and treated 
them with great civility ; among other flicws and amufemcnts in the 
camp, was that of (liootmg an artow at a gold plate, which was fixed oa 
a lofty pole ; thofe who (hot down the mark were to receive it as a re- 
ward of their ikill, together with a coat of honour. 

The motto, which he chofe upon this occafion for his feal,iwas this : 

“ As the jewel was fallen out of the ring of fame and glory, fo God 
“ has reftored it in the name of nadir.” 

The coins which he caufed to be ftruck Jiad thefc inferiptions : 

“ Nadir king of kings, and glory of the age.” 

Another was ; 

Coins proclaim through the earth, the reign of nadir, the king 
“ who conquers the world,” 

The alTcmbly were at length difmilTcd, to appearance very well fatis" 
fied; the priefts only lefcntcd die death of their chief, the .mullah 
hasiii, and the little regard which the new fovcrcign (hewed to the na- 
tional religious tenets: however, as he did nothing by halves, be svas 
determined to pull off the malk. As foon as he arrived at cASDif> 
whither he nc.\t dircdlcd his march, he convoked all the cccicfiartics of 
the city and neighbouring countries, and demanded of them in 

manner 
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manner the revenues of the church were employed j they anfwered, in 1736. 
the fupport of priefts, colleges and mofques, in the laft of which inceflint 
prayers were offered to lieaven for the fuccefs of the arras of their fo- 
vereigns : to whicli he replied to this effca-. “ It is certain that you have 
“ been very remifs in’ your duty, and that the Almighty is not pleafed 
“ with the prayers of fuch men as you are. It is now near fifty years 
“ fince the empire has been on the decline, and was at length plunged 
“ into the deeped mifery, -till' the viflorious inflrunients ’ of the mod 
“ wonderful, by expofing their lives -for its defence and glory, have at 
“ length redored it. Thcfe are the prieds to whofe fcrviccs we arc in- 
“ debted ; therefore the revenues and lands of the church lliall be appro- 
“ priated to their fupport'." 

It is cafy to imagine, what iniprefiions the prieds would receive from 
being plundered' of all their revenues j but as mueh the greated part of 
the army, particularly all the tartars, were of the feifl of tlie sunnis, 
they treated their complaints with derifion ; whild the people in general, 
apprehending that they (hould be relieved from their taxes, in proportion 
as the church revenues were applied to the fupport of the army, felt no 
great reludlance in fubmitting. Religion, indeed, feemed to be almod 
at the fame low ebb as morality, or they never would have chofen hadir 
KOULI for their king. Ho left the people however at their liberty, with 
regard to the fupport of prieds at their own expcnce, but continued to cx- 
aft a conformity to the su.sNis, agreeably to what he had mentioned in the 
plains of MOCAN ; and for this purpofc he publiflied the following cdidl : 

The decree to unite the two feSs of the sciitAS and the suN.vis, which 
divide the Persians and the Turks. 

“ All in high Rations, the sedr ' of great power, the governor, mini- 

dots of the law, and learned men of tlic royal refidcncc of iseaii.v-v, 

being 

*1 Hi* army. * What ihcfc rciciiuc* aiaojnrcJ to. roy aothoraia* Co not tcU nrc. A 

nai cr.c million ficillcg, it bean one fifrh proporosn to lie ifrio'e reicnje, accorwacj 10 ti.e 
lion in Vol H- P£« »7- * 'TTi* «*o* u# peribnof aaiZicnry in me ano tba 

maiuscaieat of ch-rcK iindi, atvd of the wecjci, for tbs B>-ii:auacc of j-bLc fcitocli, Lhr.a 
nita» 

Vol. IV. It 
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“ being exalted through the king’s favour, {hall know, that while the 
“ abode of our enfigns, on which viGory attends, was at mogas ', it 
“ was agreed,, that according to the antient cuftom tranfmitted down to 
f‘ us by our predeceffors in the religion, as explained by hanifa." and 
“ JAFFEK", from henceforth we do acknowledge the direfling Caliphs’! 
“ in whom the moft high is well pleafed, as the fucceffors .of the chief 
“ of meffcngers t j and that, whenever there is occafion for it, ,the pco- 
“ pie flipll mention the names of the four with great relpeft. , _ 

' “ “ But; whereas, in fame places of thefe kingdoms, at the time of 
calling to prayers, and {handing up to pray, the people mention tliefe 
'* words, AH, the friend of cod', according to the ufual praflice of the 
“ scHiAs’, but contrary to thofe who are of orthodox faith. Tliis'W 
“ declare to be repugnant to the true religion, and contrary to the agtcc- 
ment and covenant entered into, Beiides, it is apparentito the world, 
“ that as the prince of the faithful, the lion of God, the viflorious'', i^ 
“ elefl, praifed, and acceptable to- the Lord of glory j his rank and lalC' 
“ reft at the court of unity, will not be increafed by vulgar telliiuonyi 
“ nor the full moon of his power dimlnifbed by the omiffion of thti® 
“ words. But the ill confequence of this form is, that both fefls', wbo 
“ equally acknowledge the chief and prophet^ of both worlds, arc pro- 
voked to animoGcies, which arc offenfive to the prophet, and to 
“• prince of the faithful Therefore, as foon as this high edifl is fW' 
“ mulged, let all mulTulmen, high and low, the callers to prayer in di® 
“ cities, their dependencies, and adjacent countries, know, that fro® 
S' this day henceforth, thefe words which differ from the otthodoS 
cuftom, {hall not be mentioned. It is alfo ufual with governors m 
> " their aflembliesj. after their prcftitory prayer h to fay, may the 

^ ‘ frbav 

* Tie plsinj %\hcrc be was chofen long. n HAHiPA,oncof the four rusKisn 

fsinous for expounding the UAiioMMEDAK law. * Japper. one of the laiAMa or F®" 

pbeis, wbofeopimon the sonxiipay tbcgreaica regard to. * ApunaxiA, oua*. oioar* 

and Ati. r blAlloaiaipo. » h aln-ays annexed by the scutAi to 

ntLMAii. ,iz. there u but oneGop. uAtioaiunD is hji prophet, and ali his fnerd, ’ 
tcA of the PEnssAaj. s Moatisa, Afca’s titles. • « Tic suxxis and scKia*- 

* MAOousito. . •Moatisaali. ' Ant, thefricodofGoo. nFAira“‘ 
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«- from whom all our fortune flows, live for ever. As a prayer for 1736. 
'• perpetuating a mortal man is vain, and of no efieft, we command that 
“ every khan who is mailer of a drum and enfign, fay it in this 
" manner, thanks to the true king for all benefits. From henceforward 
“ let all perfons obferve thefe fettled regulations and written orders : for 
“ whofoeyer deviates from them, will incur the difpleafure of the km"- 
“ of kings. 1 Written in the month safer, i 149 

Whatever policy might induce nadir to make a difference in the 
form of prayer, it feems to have, betrayed him into an abfurdity. He 
might apprehend his intereft to be concerned in being acknowledged the 
“ true king ," yet his obfervation on perpetuating a mortal man, feems 
to be more vain, than the thing itfel^ which he calls fo j fince “ living 
“ for ever,” can only allude to immortality after deaths or, according to 
the eallern manner, the longell period of life. 


CHAP. XVI. 

Nadir shah tnarcbes to casein, and fends an emhajfador to torkev. 
^be grand fgnior’s orders to achmed basha concerning fence. All the 
conquered provinces yelded up to PERSIA. Nadir shah marches to Is- 
fahan. Great preparations for an expedition againjl Kandahar. 

T H O’ it was impollible this edidl could meet with univerfal appro- 
bation, we do not find that any remonilrances were made againil 
it. However, it was a very politic ilep upon the whole, as it was not 
only contrived to avoid expenfive and bloody' wars with the Turks, but 
alfo calculated to continue the diadem in his own family, who were 
well known to be sunnis s and according to the former coiiftitution of 
R 2 ‘he 

and TOKBIR, IS a pr.ratorj. prayer, sshidi is generally the Erl chap cr of tl e hhoi-n Tour in is 
repeating three times thefo ivoril', AtLair. AKaarr. Gob it greatea, before the KECri Alt abuta; 
memiorcj ^ I prefame that the order eatendedl to all perfor. to tife U ir lorn, 

a TAbac. or fmall drum, which gcrcral officers ordinarily wear hxcl to their fadd'es 
'JuBB. '73^ ' 
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1736. the empire, would otherwife find it as difficult to eftabllfli a lineal fiic- 
ceffion, as a ronian-catholic prince in a proteftant country. 


Nadir, during his flay at casbin, took the ufual oath, “ To govern 
“ the people according to the laws of God, as revealed by his prophet 
“ AiAHOMMED ; and to protedt and defend the Persians againft all their 
“ enemies.” From hence he dilpatched a minifter to the otto.man 
court, to acquaint them of his acceffion to the throne j he alfo ordered 
another to the court of st. Petersburg for the fame purpofe. Tha 
emprefs of Russia in return, ordered her refident in Persia to prefect 
her congratulations ; and prefuming that he had already made peace with 
the TURKS, fhe demanded what the conditions of it were, that die might 
fee if there was any thing contrary to the tieaty which (he had lately 
concluded with the Persian empire. Nadir (1111 perfirted, that he 
would enter into no accommodations with the Turks injurious to the 
interefi of her imperial majelly : that if his minifiers had done any thing, 
it was without his orders 5 though, at the fame time, the embaflador ap- 
pointed for TURRET was one of his prime counfellors and favourites. . 


On the other hand, the Turkish mlnifiry endeavoured to perfuads 
the people, that in confideration of their yielding up all the conquered 
provinces, the Persians would make a diverfion in their favour againft 
the RUSSIANS, who, during this interval, had made themfelves mafters 
of AZOPH. ' The grand fignior, who feared nadir when he w-is only 
general of the forces of Persia, was the more defirous of cultivating a 
_ good underibnding with him, now that be was CKaltcd to the tlirone of 
tliat empire. 

It was already expeded, that nadir would turn his arms towards 
INDIA : but in the prefent fituation of his affairs, it was by no means 
convenient to give either the Russians or the Turks any caufc to be- 
lieve, that he meditated an enterprize againft a country at fo great a di- 
ftance. The former had rcafon to complain of his cgndudt, in regard 
to his treaty with the TURKS ; whilft thefe were compelled only by tlm 
ncccflity of their affairs, to fubmit to terms which they thought higldf 

injurious 
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injurious to their honour and intereft. Hence he judged it'neceflary to 
pcadife all hia arts to prevent thofc refentmehts, which might have ob- 
flrudted his favourite’defign. 


1736. 


The grand hgnior no fooner received notice of nadir’s being" advanced 
to the throne of Persia, than he repeated his orders to achmed, basha 
of BAGDAT, to conclude the treaty at erzeroum: on his part he Tent 
CHENTCH ALi BASHA to that City ; and the SHAH appointed abdul baki 
KHAN as his embaflador to Constantinople. The orders which ach- 
iXED BASHA received from the ottoman court were couched in the fol- 
low ing terms : * * ' < 


The moft honoured and refpeifted minider of the empire, moft re- 
** nowned, wife, and trufty counfellor, the moft happy achmed basha, 
our SERASMER and vizir in ASiA,Svhofe fame and felicity is everlafting,, 
“ (hall know, That certain difiefcnces have happened between our fub- 
", lime and exalted court, and the kingdom of Persia, which have 
", been the caufe of immenfe lodes and fulFerings to the inliabitants of 
" the frontiers, infomuch, that many diftrifls are intirely ruined. As 
" we are moved with the mofl tender coropaflion, and defirous to eda- 
" bihli a lading tranquillity, we have refoivcd to make thefe reciprocaL 
", Ioffes the occafion of a flridb friendfliip j thus to obey the orders of 
" providence, and preferve the people from mifery. 

We have already informed you of our defign to enter into a con- 
" ventlon with his renowned majelly the shah, who fliines as saturn, 
" and whofe vows are heard by the Almighty. The treaty made by our^ 
" predecelTor amurath the IVth. is propofed as the foundation of this 
" convention. We have learnt from your letters, that thc’moU famous 
and happy shah is difpofed to reform the errors of the religion ofpER- 
" 5IA, and has agreed that fcveral articles coacerning the faith diall be 
" inferted in the treaty. As^ the two courts haye propofed to conclude 
" this covenant, the illudrious abdul baki khan, on the part of the 
" SHAH, is inveflcd with the charadlcr of cmbalTador for this purpole, 
p We agree to the three following articles; „ 1 


" I, That 
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^ 736 - “ foivvard the Persians Ihall be at liberty to vifit the 

“ tomb of AIECCA, and other religions places, without impediment, 
" and (hall be free of all duties whatfoever: and in order that 
“ every article fliall be exadly obferved, a plenipotentiary on our 
“ part lliall always refide at the fplendid court of isfahah ; and^ 
“ ope on the behalf of the shah Ihall remain at our court. 

“ II. That the shah, as a pure effcdt of the greatnefs of his foul,’ 
“ vvill caufe the differences in religion to ceafe, by abolifhing the 
“ fedt of the schias, and for the future tolerating only the sunnis, 
“ who acknowledge the four fuccelfors of makommed. ABUBEkEu, 
“ OMAR, OSMAN, and AEi, to the end that there may not be any 
farther difputes about religion. 

“ III. After the shah Ihall have re-eftablifhed good order in his do-' 
" minions, and extirpated the sctirAs, from whence arofe eternal 
“ diforders and difputes concerning the public cxercife of religion, 
“ and Ihall have acknowledged us, the fuccelfor of mahommed, 
“ we Ihall on out part acknowledge him as sh.ah. 

“ And notwithftinding that we have already given you this full power, 
“ we authorize you again happily to conclude the treaty with the cm- 
“ baflador abdui. daki khan, in the place which you Hull chufe to 
“ make the exchange j and afterwards, you are to fend the treaty to 
“ our fplendid court by the vizir korman waecy, wha will coiidodl 
“ the embalfador abdul baki khan, with all his attendants. For 
" this putpofe wc have dtfpatched capidusi basha to condudl him 
“ hither, and defray his evpences on the road. , , 

" When you diall-have received the prefent, and comprehended the 
“ contents of this comntiinon ; above all exert yourfclf to cftabllQi a 
“ good underllanding between the two courts. The prayers of the 
“ faithful vvill aid you in attaining the extirpation of the fed! of tiic 
" sctiiAs, and to exclude from the treaty the unbelieving russia.vs. 
‘‘ By this means you may expcdl the exalted favour of our majcHy, and 
“ the ac-knowledgmcnt of all true believers. Thcfe are our orders, by 

“ wliich 
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" .which you are to regulate yourfelf. Given the Sth of the month 1-35. 
**' ziLCHiLOEai, 1 148 -I, CAsr ASKER MAHOMMEOj a Icrvant of the 

“ true God, do attefl: that, this copy is according to the original of the 
", fultan.” . ■ . , 

The conferences at erzerodm ftill continued, and tho’ the Turks 
fubmitted to every' thing which the shah fcemed inclined to infift upon, 
yet nothing was finally determined; and abdul baki khan was ordered 
to proceed to Constantinople, where he continued to pradlife the arts 
of evafion, no doubt by the inflrudion of his mailer. The ottoman 
court was extremely, offended at, this condudl; but as peace was abib- 
lutely neceflary, near the clofe of the year the treaty was concluded. 

Nadir was acknowledged as fovereign of Persia'; all the conquered 
provinces were yielded back to that empire; and a full permiflion was 
granted for the Persians to vifit the tomb of mahommed: The laft 
article was however of very little moment, fince the true policy of the 
PERSIAN ftate was to prevent their fubjefis from making that pilgri- 
mage. 

In the mean while, nadir marched with his army from casbin to 
ISPAHAN,' with a view to fettle the interior government of the empire. 

This was 'not the place which he defired moll to favour; however, its 
fituation with regard to- the Turks and the Russians, and fome affedVa- 
tion of popularity, with refpedt to the antient metropolis of the empire, 
drew his attention. His natural inclination to avarice, turned his thoughts 
to the encouragement of commerce; in wliich, however, he had not the 
leaft fkill, nor patience to fee things brought to maturity. The interefl 
of the ARMENIANS began to revive; the diflindlion of chrillian and ma- 
BOMMEDAN was weakened, not only as a confequence of the confufion 
which had long reigned in PERSIA, but alfo as an effed of blending the 
two fedls of the sunnis and schias. t A carelefs indulgence, as well as 
3 fierce perfecution, feem equally defltudive of true religion.' JVIoral 
duties, and mutual confidences, are the natural efledls of religion, and as 
cfTential to the encouragement of commerce, as to the fuppoit of a ftate 
'1 ' in 
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in genera!. What profpeft then had the Persians of a happy reign, 
under a man whole whole life had been guided by principles diametrically 
oppofite to thefe duties i" 

The infatiable avarice of the eunuchs and minifters of the weak and 
unfortunate hussein, had fuffered many of the public buildings in Isfa- 
han to fall to decay, and private houfes were in no better condition “ j 
the AFGHANS had not repaired them, nor was nadir inclined to recom- 
mend any expence of that nature. The fame paffion of covetoufnefs 
poflefled his bread, as it had done thofe of the eunuchs in the former 
reign, though the objedls they purfued were very different. However, 
,he caufed tlie walls to be repaired, and put the city in a better date of 
defence. He alfo made a didribution of feveral lands, in order to their 
cultivation, referving to himfclf a conCderable part of their produce. To 
thpfe whom poverty had reduced to the lowed ebb, he caufed grain to 
be given, alfo fuch fmall dims as were neceffary to provide the utenfils of 
hulbandry. Thus he confulted, in fome meafure, what was elTential to 
the fupport of the date j but at the lame time, the chief objedt of his care 
was the maintenance of his army. 

Though the late campaign had been atttended with fuch great fuccefs, ' 
yet the common accidents of .war had leffened the number of his forces ; ’ 
for which reafon, he fent into all parts for recruits : this didrelied the 
inhabitants in a double refpeft, as thofe fit to bear arms were the mod 
proper for huibandryj and the more his army was augmented, the greater 
neceffity he was under for a large fupply of money. Agriculture, mauu- 
fadures, and commerce in general, bad been declining very fad fomc 
years before the fatal invaGon-of the AFGHANS ; during their reign, the 
date was plunged dill deeper in raifery ; and, Gnce their cjipulGon, fcarcc 
any thing had been hcard'but the din of war. There is fomething ama- 
ffmgly produdivc of fatisfadion in the notion of conqued : every fub- 
jed in a military government, is apt to raife himfclf in his own edeem, 
in proportion to the atchievements and vidories of his fovereign ; tho’ 
fuch vidories may be the very occadon of their mifery. Nadir had 

indeed 
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indeed made a rapid progrefs in his conqueft; but this ferved only to de- 173 6, 
lude-the people with an imaginay felicity,. 'no, longer durable than the 
firfl: tranfport of a tumultuous joy. 

The' films wliicH NAD?i\vpnteifor ^ 

Very confiderabic, ' and could not be" colle'acd without the utniofi feve- 
rity.’ 'He thefefofeTent'his officers ° to all the cities and provinces in the 
empire; where'; money*, p'rdvifibns, Iior/esi arms,, or . any of the’^impfe- 
ments of - war could be procured ; charging them to execute their com- 
miffioris^wiffi’ the utmofi .difpatch, ,as the clofe of the year tvas ap- 
poVnted foVhis'intend'ed 'exp'edmdn.'''^"**, ^ 

It i_s reafonable^to.prefupiCjj.thatiherhad projected the-' ednqueffi of thel 
mogkol’s empire. What encouragement he had to expedt fijpeefs, we 
fifair have occaTibH'. to , relate. . In' thcv height of ’his'vidtodes over 'theC 
TURKS, lie;,wDuldi fcarce liave di^edled’ Jiis arm's, a different way, without^ 
good affurancc' that' this enterprize- was pradlicablei He made, indeed, 
no other profeffidn than thdt pf fubduing the Afghans of 'kandahar 5 
ah'undertaking by no' means below ftis charadcr a's a great captain. Per-' 
sta' was' delivered from"tffe^ yoke' of’ thofe .people,, but not revenged/ 

Th'elf invafton wasiconfidered' as’ a rebellion, and as fucli ought to be 
chafiifed'j n'dr'were tlicfc people* in 'tffemfelvcs a contemptible enemy), 
either with' regard to their' numbers;*’tlieir' fituationV of their bravery." 
HussEiN''KnAN, the brother of maghmud, who enjoyed the fovereign.ly , 
of KANOAiiAR, ‘had jefufed to come into Persia at the fummons which 
NADIR fent to him,}' and as lie had put himlelf in a condition of .de- 
fence, it was very 'plain' he meant to fupporrtiie independency of the' 

AFG.IIANS;. .5- • 

- Afcerthe conclufion of the peace with the Tusks, nadir fent another 
■embafiador to the grand fignior, with leveral magnificent prefents, among, 
which was an .elephant' of a very extraordinaryfize. Having therefore^ 
n.othing to apprehend from any of his-neighl>oufS.; the 'end of this ycar^ . 
he prepared to fet.put. on his cafiern .expedition. ’ - 1, 

' “ Mukassils, or colleilors of lajtcs, arAorher futh' l^i of 4u,>'- 
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A'fuccinlt account of the inctajion of the maharrattas,- and. tic enmity 
■■ ietcocen niz Ail Ai. mvlvck, governor o/’deccan,'<W(/.devran khan^ 
■ -tbefirjl tninijler of iiAHOiiMED SHAH, einperor o^hindostan, •with tie 
generaVfiate of bis court from 1720 to 1736, preparatory to tbe,expfdi‘ 
lion of ■sxAmvL'snAa' into mmA. ' ^ . ■- ... ' ■■ 


B efore we enter upon a relation of the famous march of nadir 
SHAH into INDIA, it may be.proper to give, a fliprt account of the 
Ctuation of affairs at that time in.the moghol’s empire. , 


In 1720, SULTAN IBRAHIM having'tebelied againft'MAHOMHED shah;; 
his general addallah khan tphk bcc’afion to .pillage the rich throne o£ 
the MOGHOL f of its diaihonds.'and railed a' great army.' ’ ’ This general was. 
foon defeated, and taken p'rifoner'lj the young fultan was confined,* and the 
government feemed to'be again eftabUflied; *. Some' time after,, NiZAil AL- 
AiULticK ’, governor of de'ccan *, grown.' too powerful for a fubjefl, could 
not be contained within the bounds of duty, but appropriated the revenues- 
of his province towards .the maintenance' of aii army, .which he empley^d- 
ini fubjedting the adjacent countries, u .; ; - 1 

Vi.!!' ■:..;..r.,:r' '-r: • -He 


> This tbxone vru maJe b/ suah -jsirAN, and reported* to bave coft erevcQ millions lierliog' 

. ' .’This general died feme months aftenvards of his wooods', and it u remarkable' that forry-fiv^* 

tvomcQ of his wives, concubines, relations, and domclUcs, burnt thmfelves in .one room ■ ■ the dt/ 
after his death. Forjiierl/,' nene but the wives of the BRAHMiRSoriNoiAS pricAs had this barbs* 
rous privilege : bat fince the government has devolved upon the ra;as, it has be^n oAeo praAircd 
for feme of the wit'cs of pn'nccs and others to bum themfeivcs w hen their Iniibands die. Some of 
princes are independent of cheMOcuot., and govern diftinfl tribes, called raijpouts, who art 
edeemed the bcA foldiers in inbia. Thu coflota of burning is Arifily forbid b/ the siAiiouuaoAKt 
whkh is the cAabliOied religion ^ but iame of the ssyd and pattam families, through the at:e 
force of pride fall into this cuilotn i and, to evade the laws, fet their apartments on flames^ and thus 
dedroy themrelvcs. There is no compclhcn to this facrince in any part of i»oia ; but the . 
«f the people are Co flxongJ/ tainted with an opinJen of its being htmourabJe to the furvisies 
tioai of the party" that money has been often given to obtain the confent of a governor for th* 
Lbeity of deflrcying themferres, . • This word fignifes hits who puts the empire m erda* , 

,* ItiifbmctiaetwTotessKiiN. 



Chap.’XVII. ' 1) NADIR SHAH. 

^ He pretended to keep the maharrattas ' from making inroads into 1736. 
the dominions of the moghol. .Thefe people had impofed a heavy tri- 
bute on their neighbours, and taken poffeflion of feveral places of confe- 
quence. They made incurlions as far as the province of malvaJ kdled the 
governor, and feized all his treafures. From thence they direfted their 
courfe-to guzorat, the inhabitants of which they treated as a conquered 
people; after which they, returned eaftward as far as cualiar, laying 
the country under contribution : thepeafants implored the protedioniof 
the emperor, and the whole court was under great alarms. 

The GREAT MOCHOE therefore ordered an army to be provided ; and 
devran khan ”, his firft minifter and allb his vizir with feveral other 
OMR AS were appointed to command it Inllead of giving battle to the 
MAHARRArXAS, wliofe numbers Were much inferior to the emperor’s 
troops, they made a compofition to pay a fourth part * of the revenues 
of,,DEHEiE, on^ condition that they would retire, and lay down their 
arms. Thefe lords then returned home in purfuit pf their pleafures. The 
whole court was devoted to amolement, and appeared in fome meafure 
in the circumftances in which that of shah hossein^ had lately been, in 

PERSIA. , 

1 I J J I > c 

■ The .pufillanimous conduit of thefe generals, was the occalipn that 
BAJEERAU, at the head of his maharkattas, took up arms again the 
next year, notwithftanding the contribution agreed for had been pundlually 
paid. They plundered many places, and intended to march as far as 
akbar abad r. Upon this, devran khan and the vizir marched 
agalnft them.a, fecond time, and got up with them a little after they 
paiTed the river jumna, intending to penetrate the province ' of saadit 
^KiiAN. But this general having notice of their defign, marched agaiiili 
, S z . ‘hem 

• Thefe people are foraetlnies called CAJsJMS » they inhabit the hither tvof a. 

■ He was the paymaller jjCneral of the ciaptrc» whdm they c*!! sl kiisiit' Om» a u 

the plural of emir, Cgnilying pnnceor great, a tide giien to perfon^ of the nxft t^nl' m a, 

already eaplaioed this word >s alfo wrotc’wMEn** ^ * 1 his they c-ll c loT, a tnbufc 

which h $ been often attempted to be impofcd on the mowpeaceafcl? iMHAss » Acra, 

this was formerly the capital '' * Mr Vhasck and Mr otter mection this as prt- 

Tince of AUDjK, which the former places beyond rsMJAS . this mud be a ro or th- ma- 

HARaATT'ASOiuil have trasclled orcr a sa*! tr^of country .*1 5 - / 
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them with a great force, and defeated them: devpak.khan and the 
vizir having joined saadit kHan, purfued the itAHARRATiAS, ‘who 
were intercepted by a ftrong body of MOGSotr, and put to flight. "The 
offence which saadit khan took at tlie compromife made by de- 
VRAN KHAN With thefe free-booters. together vvith the great opinion he 
had conceived of 'liis own meiit, were the chief occafion of his retir-* 

mg to his province dlfcontented. ^ i . . , . ^ i 

' . . . 1 > . /.I , I 

In the mean time, itaHoMMED shah was not ignorant that nizam ai. 
MULUCK was the real author of thefe diforders ; which it would hardly 
be poffible to prevent, unlefs he returned court. The emperor there- 
fore fent him an invitation under the ftrongefl: aflhrances, not only of fe- 
curity to his perfon, but alfo that nothing fliould be wanting to give Iiim 
pie ifure. This man was the moft diftinguiflied for his abilities of any 
of the INDIAN lords : their cabals were the chief occafion of plunging 
the ftate into difficulties ; ‘he had often recommended the adminiftration 
of juftice as pradtifed in the reigns of the former emperors, particularly 
that of his old mafter aurinozebe*, but the unhappy fltuation of the 
court rendered his advice ineffeaual, fo that he retired^ to his govern- 
ment very much difgufled; He was irritatH againft DEVRArsT" khan and 
other oMRAS, who had acquired an afcendency over the emperor, and 
cioffcd all tlie raeafures .which he had propofed,.whilll: he faw the colirt 
abandoned to buffoons and loofe women. 

Nizam al muluck having. been follicited to return to court, at length 
refolved to comply : but he' left his fon ghazi o'din jchaN to command 
in h'S province. He did not acknowledge that he had favoured the in- 
curfions of the maharrattas ; 'on the contrary, he declared that he 
had fupported himfelf when the scYDs ^ would have taken his govern- 
ment from him , adding to tliis effedt: “ It pleafed the Almighty that I 
“ baffled all their defigns, in confequence of which I was mifreprcfented 
“ at, court. Your majelly alfo, induced by their intrigues, intended to 
r come againfl me with a mighty army, but heaven diverted the defign, 

“ and 


* This prince dicj m 1707, after a happy rcigif of fifty lunar years. ^ Hojsas aj-1 

Kit as and a 3 dki.i.au khan, ttho favoored ihc young svKTAtf inKAKlu already mcnitoned. 



Chap. XVII. ri NA'PIR SHAH. 

and you,djd-rae the juflice to bcireve me a iaithful fervant.” The 1731 
credulous emperor perfnaded of Jiis jntegrity, would have made him his 
vizir, -but he pleaded ,that he was a derveish. and therefore not inclined 
to accept of fo high a ftation ; that theie.were. many perfons about the 
^court more capable of executing fo high an office, and confequenily lie 
defired to be,excufed, 

. 5 ii * . ' 1 

This lord however met a very gracious reception, and was honour- 
ed, with the title of ASOF jAii He foon difcovered that' fhin-ls 
were not mended, that 'devran khah had -his mafter’s car, and 
took ip tins to tender him ridiculous; evvn in the emperor’s prdfence 
he mentioned him with the higlieft m irk of contempt, giving him the 
name of a cheat'. ,Such infolencies as this could not be rcliffred by ’a 
man of his fpirit : he at length declined coming to court, and fecretiy 
meditated revenge. ^ , 

A true feiife of humanity; and a right knowledge of mankind, can 
alone fupport us under fuch circumftanccs. If either of thefe is want- 
ing, the corruption of the heirt is. apt to lead us to deftroy thofe,'who 
1 are the occafioa of our humiliation. 'When the imagination 'is fet at 
t woik, pride fuggeft^ a, tliouland expedients;, and where power is added, 
what mifchiefs will it not eil'edl^ But whilft the (haft is aimcdiat one» 
they forget tli.U niilhoiis m.iy icel the wound. 

The vizir had made a double intei-roarri.ige Of his fon and daughter, 
to the fon. and daughter of jiizam. ao MULdcft, from whence the 
latter hoped to eftablifli an intereft with him, ip oppofition to the otlier 
lords; and what he could not reflify by bis counfels, to confound by Ins 
intrigues. The vizir however took the oppo.fite party, and declined all 
violent meafures, except fuch as’gratified his own av.irice. This enraged 
* the haughty iNorAN fo much the more ; that rather than not gratify his 
priv.ate refentment, he lefolved to ute the arm of a foreign enemy. He 
knew thatSAADiT iciian, governor of Airniir, was become a m'alc-con- 
, tent 

' Asof JAK Cgnifics in rank as asof, the oanw of h m wbo is pretended to have been nz-r to 

soLodoN. ^ MAiuout.Doi. Tius worJfignifiwa quack doflor or dieat. Lot terca_p- 

plicablc to his cajoling addrefs. 
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1736. tent as well as liimfelfrhe therefore entered into a fecrct correfpondence 
with him, and it is faid they, both joine4 to inform nadir shah of the 
Hate of affairs at the moghol's court., , . . ^ 

.Thd’it is granted, that nizam al mulucK might be;aauated.by 1 
■fpirit of revenge, it' feems.to me highly probable, that nadir-, did not 
Rand in need of fuch inftruments, for the execution of his , ambitious 
deligns. It can hardly be imagined, that iie was ' ignorant of the ge- 
neral Rate of. affairs in that empire, or of the immenfe riches polfelTed 
•by the MO.GHOL. He knew alfo the valour , of his own troops, and 
■the effeminacy of the Indians : how eafy is it then to believe, that, a 
.pro]edl of this nature might be formed ^by fo ambitious a man,whpfe 
.neceffities for the Support of his army would tempt 1 dm toji defperate 
jenterjnze.f . j ,1 t,; '.I I'. 'J 

. But it is notmy.bufinefsas an hiflorian to enter very deep -info the more’ 
.fecret fprings 'of 'his' cenduR,. which' can 'be determined only by confelf 
,(juences,',and of.thefe every reader ought to be'permitted to judge •; where’ 
jhe caufes.of evenfs.cannot be clearly' traced but,-the mind may exerbifei 
,itsifaculty,;iri.’pallingthat judgment which feems moft 'confilleht. • | 

' ' It 'appears ' to' me, that ' thb’’ NApiii' had 'the* wifdom^^ fo ;keep his owm 
■cbiinfel,’ he'had taken the fefolution'of marching into India, in, that, 
exultation of heart; which arofc'frbm' His great fuccefs againfl the turks.j 
The war, in which they were already engaged' with the Russians, was 
certainly.^an additional reafon of-his carrying' this defign into execution. 

- Having: refolvedl upon this 'expedition, 'he' nominated his fon riz'a' 
•Koimii MYEza-' regent of Persia;' This 'young man bad already giyerij 
fcveral marks bf a-genlus- very like his father’s',^ fo that from a fimilarity 
of 'difpofition nadir- added the'affeaion of' a friend to paternar iove,^ 
arid-' flattered Irimfclf-into a' belief, that' the government' would be'feciire' 
in his fon’s hands;'* n*> -n'.;*' 10 .1 

•Hit faihM being now decUrri Ung, rhe title of ji T RZit.or prince of coerfe belong! tothe fon,' 
aad by this name wc ftull hacafccr callbim. 


CHAP. 



ehap.^jcyiri. '^nadir; sriAiir t.,- 

j': A'P.' -XVIIi;'- 

Refixiam on the different cbaradler of ALEXANDEir'/fo great and 
: NADIR SHAH, i 'Moral'-conjldcrdtions- on falfe gkry:' ' Motives to AL^- 

■. XANDER- and NADiR’i’ /nTOiZ/Hg- INDIA. Nadir leave's isTAHAit in 
.'DECEJiBEii 11736.-' ConduSi of husseim khan, governor of kanda- 
•-HAR, and of i6« afghans. Riza kouli myrza fubdues the ousbegs 
‘1 ^ balkh I?;*/ BOKHARA. Hss indifcrcet condubl in’tzsssiA* Indian* 



I N^reviewing tKe expedition' of nadir* shah into India, ‘the detail of 
'which contains tHe moH'memorable part of this hiftory, 'the reader’ 
will indulge the inclination, to which the fubjeft naturally leads me,''o{ 
making fpme comparifon .between this enterprize, and that of the; cele- 
brated, iiACEDONiAN.herb. "It.eridently appears, .that thefe ravagers of 
the cafte'rn world,', ALEXAtjDER and nadir, were’ afluated by tlie fame 
predominant padiqn ; an, unbounded defire of conqueA: AEEaCANDER in- 
deed had the. ftrongeft.defire offtroe and glory j nadir added to hls'de-' 
light in military atchievements, an infanable tbirft of accumulating riches. 
The' one reigned by fight of birth; the other ty an ufurped power; a 
power which could not be fupported without a great military force, nor 
that force’ wnthout great tfeafures. *'. ^ ,| , .;j' 

. ■ As an ordinary effeft of their intrepidity and rapid conqiiefts, both were 
the idols of their foldiers; till nadir became cruel and avaricious.,, Ale- 
xander was moll beloved; nadir moll , feared. ■ The one.affedled a 
love to'. mankind; the other did not ^fo; much as, pretend to ail; upon 
pf incipjes* of humanity. Both appear, to ,us as objefls of terror and ,a(lo- 
nilh'ment; . but wliilll fome mixture of, love or compaflion, is due' to 
ale'xander’s memory ; nadir can only excite our hatred.' The one 
had a real generohty in his nature, and a noblenefs of fentiment,, culti- 
vated by a-liberal education';' the other,’'tho’ fu'perior,, in natural parts,, 
was cunning, de,ceitful, and illiterate. 


1 


Had 
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jyj(5. Had ALEXANDER been born to an humble fortune, perhaps he might 
have given' greater proofs of true heroifm,_ than as a mighty prince,and 
conqueror; his heart was formed to'a love of virtue,. but not in a degree, 
equal to his 'power. ' Though he \vas not 'ctuel,^ he killed his inti'matej 
friend', '■though contineht»,'he buriit a city '“'to pleafo a ftruuipet. ' Is 
it a virtue-to 'diftrefs mankind! A cohdufl fo injurious as his, niay , 
entitle him to" the fame'of'a conqueror, biit not of a hero. Nadir- 
himfclf-had qualities, ' which are fometinaes' c^led virtues; yet _we are 
fore- that- ncf prince; without renouncing’ humanity, can be .in love 'with 
fuch a charadler ; nor c.in future ages produce an imitator, without ex- 
hibiting a'piflure lliaded with gloom and horror. 

Human nature in all ages' and. countries. is, the fame ;, bubthe/ecret. 
caufes by which, one man differs fo much from, another,;, are nqt.fq appa-'.’. 
rent .af thq e.f^eiis'.pfidifferent educ.'itiqns., , .-There are.few countries. whicliu 
haye...not had'their-A^EXANDERsjor their nadirs,; - men a(5foa.ted by,.a'’ 
certaiij heroic, fpirit of military' enthufiafm ; , confounding all, tlie rules ofo 
morality and; religion ; exerting a boundlefs power of , d'oing. mifchief; ,, 
compiitti'ng .'affio.ns .'as mucjf, fuperjpr to; the comprehenfion/pfi-vulgar'i 
. niind,s,-aS;Contradiftory to:ail the. precepts of, true philofophy.'yiaud, ih 
lliprr, pfoving by one conftant 'purfuit, that the corruption of human na-i' 
ture. may. carry mankind much, farther to do evil,, by the fubferviency.qf ; 
others -as wicked, tho’ not fo brave as' themfelves, than all the principles'/ 
of virtue can lead us to do;gobd, fdrtwaht of virtuous inftrumentsi"' ' ' 

Ifwe Iqolcbac.kto.paft ages, we.find the world.diffrelTed by men. of' 
this- damp, under the fpecious name of cbnqueft.-' How,, intoxicating isa 
the Iqve qf fauie in the, breaft^of a .pfince, turned 'to war,!' whofe ge- : 
niusds peculiarly .military., Tile f vain boaft;of triumphs feems to. divert;- 
thena from all droughts of i.nortality, ..and, tempts, them.. to deify them- ; 
felves in, their, own ellpem. Am.idft.the din' of war, a true fenfe of- 
h.uiuanity is. confounded,, and, heaven .itfelf appears amiable only .in. its! 
thunder.. ■ " '■ . -j, ■ 

' - - ■■ ‘ '’'The'' 

* ^Viih refpeft to ihe Vtlie of darius. 


CtITUI. . 
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Chap. XVIir, ’N A D I R ’S H A H. 

The natural greatnefs of the mind in men born to empire, feems to 1736. 
find no objed adequate to it, except in conqueft and power. Men of 
underftanding indeed difcover the delufion; age, and experience opens 
their eyes, and brings them down to the level of other mortals ; it con- 
vinces them, that the exercife of reafon, in whatever ftation heaven has 
placed us, is the only folid glory ; this paffion for conqueft will then ap- 
pear in its true garb of diftrefs and horror. Religion fteps in to unveil 
this pretender ; and by fhewing us what the rule of the divine adtnini- 
ftrationis, opens a fcene of real^and tran/cendent joys, which carries up 
the mind to the true fource of greatnefs. 

What juft reafon can be affigned for the invalion of India by Alexan- 
der ? Tho’ his conqueft of darius may be cenfured by hiftorians as rafli 
and extravagant, as unguided by experience, and unfuppoited by wifdom j 
yet if we'conlider the events previous to it, we lhall find his cohdud cor- 
refpondent with the rule of princes in later ages. The expedition of 
XERXES, and other attempts made by the Persians to enflave the Gre- 
cian republics, could not be eafily forgotten. To prevent, any future 
defign of the fame nature, was to take the firft favourable opportunity of 
humbling the Persians. There was no other way to filence their feru- 
ples, to gratify their jealoufy, nor to appeafc their refentmeat. 

The PERSIAN monarchy in the reign of darius began to fink, in feme 
meafute, under its own weight. Wealth had created luxury ; luxury, 
corruption ; both thefe contributed to the difunion and effeminacy of the 
people, and tendered them an eafy conqueft. If the unhappy circum- 
ftances of Persia at that time, were a concomitant motive to Alexan- 
der’s invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger reafons of felf-pre- 
fervatlon. 

Nadir had been lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried him 
into INDIA ; but his expedition was certainly founded as much in avarice 
as ambition, or a fond notion of glory. „ 

It is now two tlioufand and eighty-fix years fince Alexander made 
his expedition into India. Will the fame of nadir laft fo long } The 

VoL, IV, T arts 



THE HISTORY OF 


. Part lY. 


146 

1736. arts and learning of Greece, afforded the means of tranfmitting down 
the feats of the Macedonian heio in a dealer manner, than 'the lights 
vve* receive from Persia under her prefent circumftances, cven''in re- 
gard to what happened but as yefterday. . Some events howev^er may be 
traced out, and afford that fort of plealure, vviiich the mmd feds in the 
contemplation of objedls of terror, whilft we enjoy, in a calm fepofe, 
all the tranfporting charms of liberty, and all the happy effedls of a well 
legulated government. 

' About the end of December 1736,_nadir shah began his march with 
eighty thoufand men, of which the greateft part were cavalry. In a fliort 
time he was followed by a body of near thirty thoufand men, undetithe 
command of t.$hmas khan, his lieutenant The fhorteft.rout to 
KANDAHAR Would have been by kherman; but it was, hardly pollible 
jhat fo vaft an army could be fupported in a barren and defglate country: 
he therefore marched towards casein ■•, fioin whence be direded his 
courfe through khorasan; but we have no particular mention of him 
afterwards, till his arrival near kandahar. ' ‘ ^ 

We have already given a fliort account ‘ of this province, the fource 
of thofe numerous calamities in which Persia was involved . ' Wlut re- 
putation the inhabitants had acquired as warriors, has alfo appeared in the 
courfe of this narrative. Hussein khan, the brother of maghmud, who 
was murdered by ashreff, commanded in this place ; he was a foUiH 
of approved refolution, and adluated not only by the ambition of renwi:’' 
jng independent, but alfo by ^ the hopes of revenging himfelf of tht 
PERSIANS for the flaugliter of Ills countrymen. He llrengthened bis alh' 
ance with the tartars of balkh and samarcand, and alfo with the 
feveral princes of the mountains, who were in hopes of fereening them- 
felves from the tyranny of the Persian yoke. The force he had col- 
ledted is fiid to have becn above thirty thoufand men ; and the quantky 
of provifions laid into the city of kandahar was fufficierit for a '£1/ 
long fiege. ' ' 

. The 

Veich. or VEKEZL. / ^ Soshs accouBts mcn'joa Juj gojng b/ ibc xHf 

wluch IS very rjitur4 lo fuppoA., had that rout been praftiabic to a great army. * ^ ‘ 

Chap III . • 


Chap.XVIII. H NADIR SHAH. ,^7 

iThe KHAN, however, did not chufe ^to fhut himfelf up immediately 173^ 
withiniwalls, but determined to try if, he could not flop the progrefs of 
fo mighty an army, condli( 5 led by fo experienced a general.. The great 
reputation of nadir did not intimidate thofe brave mountaineers the Af- 
ghans, who, had fo often triumphed over the Persians. Hussein 
KHAN therefore marched a large body of his men to the banks of a river, 
which is a branch of the hindmend/ there to difpute the paffage. They 
fupported themfelves for fome time, but at length were obliged to retire, 
after the lofs of near two thoufand men. Nadir then advanced, in order 
to inveft kandahar. As he had no heavy artillery with him, it was 
impoflible he fliould reduce a fortification fo advantageoully fituated, by 
any other means than ‘ by famine , he determined therefore only to 
blockade it. . , < ’t . , , 

Hussein khan was not infenfible of his danger, he'offered to ac- 
knowledge nadir’s fovereignty,'and as a tributary prince to pay him 
homage, on condition he would retire to’ hera't' without committing 
any further hoftihties. This, was too mean an objedl for nadir’s ambi- 
tion : their terms not being accepted, the befieged refplved to try the for- 
tune of the arms. This extraoidinary liege lalled till the clofe of the 
year. In the interim, the garrifon made many failles, whichf coll much 
blood on both Tides: one in particular, about the beginning of august, 
with the greateft part of the Afghan troops, who attacked,^ the Per- 
sians with fuch impetuofity, that it was with the utmoft difficulty they 
flood the fliock. ' 

Nadir caufed a number of houfes to be built here, as he had done 
before at bacdat 5 alluring hussein khan,, that he would not decamp 
till he had taken the place. The communication with Persia was fup- 
ported, by means of the numerous detachments which were fent to fcour 
the country. In the interim, t^ehmas khan, his lieutenant, arrived with 
a reinforcement of thirty thouland men, fo that he was in a condition to 
difperfe all the flying parties which had incommoded his camp. ' 

It IS remarkable, that in the feveral lallies made by the Afghans, they 
took a great number of horfes belonging to the Persians, and carried 
T 2 . . - ^ them 
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,738. and his fon fell a facrifice. though their valour feemed to have deferved 
^ " a better /ate. The conqueft of this place put the Persian king in 
poffeffion of a confiderable treafure, with a great value in jewels, arms, 
cloathing, and provifions. The former had been (hut up in vaults eter 
fince the reign of bahr shah the great moghol 5 and were now of the 
greater confequence to nadir, as they enabled him to pay his army. 
Befides, this was an earned of the vad acquifitions his foldiers mud cer- 
tainly make, if they fucceeded in the enterprize, which it was now 
apparent their king had refolved on. ^ 


CHAP. XIX. 

The news ef the taking of cabul arrives at deheie. Meafuret taken to op- 
pofe the PERSIAN army. Jeatoufy between nizam al muluck and de - 
VRAN KHAN. Nadir fends an embajjy and writes to mahommed shah. 
The difficulty which nadir encounters tn going from cabue to the banks 
off the INDUS. Peishor taken. Zekariah khan, governor of eahoR, 
acquaints the court of his fituation. The Indian army marches to karnaE. 

TTJHEN the news of the taking of cabue arrived at the court of 
V V the great moghol, this prince with ‘all his lords were tho- 
roughly alarmed, and determined that there was no time to lofe in af- 
fembhug an army to oppofe the Persians. What added to the terror of 
the court, were the advices of rajah * tchi sengue, who commanded 
a body of warlike people ' about cashmir '. This prince being entirely 
in the intered of devran khan, acquainted him, “ That the enterprize 
“ of NADIR SHAH had for fome time appeared to him, as a dep con- 

“ certed 

* This ts the ude given to the feudatory zndiam pnaccj ^ Thefc are called raijpouts, 

and are dlcemcd the bell foldien in inoia Then, are feveral tribes of them fubjedl to the aa* 
jAus, of \shom feme are indcpcndcat of the mochol » Cashmir, or as it is wrote 

cisHMiR and KicfiEMtR, IS bordered by LAHOR, TcasT, and biddokshah, and is reprefented 
as a moll dehjhtful and fruitful country The stountains with which thefc people arc furrounded 
we fo Arong a fortification, that, accordingto the Turkish WTiters, hardly any of the eaAem ravagers 
penetrated into their countr) They never felt any of the calamities which cinohiz khah, 

« . j the 
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« certed with fome of the lords* of the moghoIj’s court; therefore he 
“ muft be oa his guard j that sherzih khan was already fallen a facn- 
fice to his fidelity , and that »4cm khan had deferted his province 
and fled to peisiior : at the fame time he offered his iervice to join 
“ the royal enfigns, and recommended to devran Is-han to undertake 
“ the command of the imperial army, whilfl zekariah xhan di5l 
“ his utmoft to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy through lahor.” 

Devran khan was fenfible of tlie fidelity of this prince, and faw that 
nothing but military forceicould five the capital from plunder, or prevent 
all the fatal confequenccs of war, againfl fb formidable an enemy as nadir. 
He therefore reprefented to the fulcan, die neceffity of marching in perfon 
at the head of his army, as far as eahor, where he might join the jchans 
zekariah and nacir. This advice was approved by nizam ae mu*' 
LUCK, who prefRd the execution of it , and to fliew a greater tender- 
nefs for the emperor, he added that his mijeftv ought not to expofe his 
perfon, but to flop at lahor, whilR himfelf, and the other chicft, 
-advanced with the army towards cabul, to give the enemy battle 

The royal tents**, wiili all the parade of an Indian monarch, were 
ordered to the gardens of shalimaR, a fnull diflance from dehlie. 
The GREAT MOGHOL Iiimfelf was upon his departure, when devran 
KHAN, to the furpnze of the whole court, gave orders to fufpend the in-, 
tenefed expedition. This to all appearance arofe either from hisjealoufy 
that NIZAM AL MULUCK was m corrcfpondency with the enemy, or from 
his contempt of die counfels of a man whom he abhorred But fuch 

was 

the great TPMOJWAN comiueror, fpread over the eaft Th«r capital is called serinemer nod 
the rncr which pafles tljrougb tbcir country is very coaRdcrabe jand commuoicatcs w th. tic 
TCHENHAV abpic MULTAi The uihabitaflts of this country arc aUb remarkable, for theirnvaeity, 
and the beauty o/ their p6rfoni The delicaty of tbcir climate might naturally mchne them tty v 
luptuoulhefs but they live iauch.accoiding to nature their plcafun.! bung for the mofl part inao 
c?nt and limple , they love dancing and muRck, and drmU »inc in moderation . thc/ arc tdola 
of the religion of the magi, and many of them given, to devottoji and ^ort Rcation ^Tie) are 
remarkable for the ma lufafta^e of the fiue lathes, in fvg-eat life all over thc ealk 

* There are fevcral of thcTe >iqgiioi, oviras v(\o aroTARTAjts -indTirsiA s by eitraAion 
and who feemed now to be tb? grtated objefts of the jealooiy of tl e rajah ** p£U«t 

KHAKNA IS the term given to thc ro)alienu and the r appemlages la uaiA 

VoL. IV. u 
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was the difunlon of that court, on whom the unhappy Indians ^dc- 
pcnded at this time for their fafety. 

Nizam al muluck being informed of fo unexpedled a change of 
counfels, returned to court, and renewed his intreaties, that the afmy 
might march to labor : but the difcord which reigned among the chiefs, 
confounded all their meafures. The officers, who knew that DEVRAij 
KUAN was devoted to "the intereft'of their matter the great mogbol, 
paid an implicit obedience to him, in all the expedients he tried to'ob- 
ftrudt the expedition. Thus it was difficult to determine, whether nc- 

VRAN KHAN did not adl more like an open traitor, than nizam al mu- 
, 1 • 
LUCK as a fecret one. 

Nadir having made himfelf matter of c^bul, difguifedi his future 
defigns under the cloak of frieodfliip. For this purpofe, he fent an em- 
bafladof with a letter to mahommed shah the Indian emperor. The 

contents are as follows : ’ ' i . * ^ 

. . ' ' , ' 1 ■ 

“ Be it clear to thq enlightened mind of your high inajeliy, that niy 
“ taking CABUL is entirely out of zeal for religion ', and friendlhip far 
" you. I never imagined that a king of mufiulmen would be tribu* 
“ tary to the wretches of deccan My flay on this flde the INDUS,', 
“ is with a delign, that when thefe infidels fhall move again towards 
" HiNDosTAN I may fend a viittorious army to drive them to (he 
“ abyfs of hell. ‘ ^ ' 

“ Hiftory abounds in proofs^of the friendfliip which have fubfifted be- 
“ tween our kings and your raajefly’s royal predeceflbrs. And now, by 
“ MORTisA AH I fwear, that I neither had, nor yet have any other 
“ view, than to exprefs my friendlhip, and Ihew my concern for reh- 
“ gion. I always was, and will be a friend to your illuftrious boufe, 
" whatever fulpicions you may entertain to the contrary." , 


* Th.j he calls is lau, b/ which u meant lafet / , aod here the word zs meant to denote the u** 
KOMuiDAN religion. * The UAUAsiaATTAs, whom Ihave already mentiooed as the 

chief diftarherixf ihcMocaoL’a empiw. Thcfc people arc idolaters^ and were at this time 
powerfuL • ThismerucaDed ATTOK, which is the name given bythe oaiis* 

TAts to the upper part of the ikdvs. ^ The empire in general ts called aixP0JTA»> 

but here tatic ^culiarty applicable to Uteptoviace of »sui.ii. ^ " 
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It is very hard to reconcile the contents of this letter 'upon any prm- 1738. 
clple of common probity; but this indeed was vviiat nadir had the 
lead pretenlions to. ' . ' , j / 

Though we have obferved that cadul is the key of the weftern and 
northern parts of India,' there is a confiderablc tradl of country between 
that city and the Indus, which has been generally confidcred as the barrier. 

The cheapeft and mod pfafticablc method for the execution of nadir’s 
defigns, was to cultivate a good underdanding with the people of thofc 
quarters. 'The safis, a tribe of pattans, in that country, arc remark- 
able for their valouri and might have given him great trouble. He 
therefore entered into an alliance with them, making part of the plunder 
of CADUL the price of their friendfliip. < 

,His next dep was to engage in his intcred nacir khan, who was at 
PEISHOR. Tho’ this chief had not the courage to remain in or near cabul, 
the frontier town of hisdidriit; yet he was not totally intimidated. The 
court fent him no fupply of troops, but aflided him with a remittance 
of forty lacks' of rupees; 'by means of this fum he might raife forces 
to join tile PATTANS of that province, and oppofe the enemy. In ex- 
pedlation therefore of further reinforcements from dehlic, he levied 
men, and prepared to fight the Persians. 

Nadir having left a drong garrifon in cabul, fent fcveral mcfPigcs 
to NACIR KHAN, to invite him to a fubmiflion ; and then continued his 
march towards peishoR. Faffing the DCHiVT”, and the cou’, he ad- 
vanced into the narrow defiles, which cover that province. Here fcveral 
INDIAN princes afiembled their troops, cutting down trees, breaking, 
up roads, and ufing other inventions to obftrudi: his march. The fre- 
quent attacks of thefe mountaineers, incommoded him for near a whole 
month, during which fpace he lod a confiderablc number of men. 

U 2 Thole, 
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1738. Thofe, who are verfed in military affairs, know that it is difficult for 
aii army to ^fs thro’ defiles, even when there is no enemy to oppofe itj 
but along tra£l of mountainous country, inhabited by people accuftomed 
to arms,.muf1; expofe the moft formidable body of troops to great danger. 
Nadir was at length obliged to enterinto a treaty with their chiefs : he 
declared that he meant them no harm ; and reprefented to them that 
they were certainly enemies to their own intereft, by appearing in arms 
againll: him, when be was ready to receive them under his protcdtiDn,,to 
make them prefents, and even to engage them in his pay, that they might 
fliare his fortune in the war. . , 

It was a favourable circumftance' to nadir, that the Indian court 
had kept thefe mountaineers in arrears for their pay. All the ordinary 
molumcnts'*, which were wont to be allowed them, the corruption of 
.he MoGHOL’s'miiiifters had with-held during four yeSrs. The governors 
of the neighbouring provinces bad deferted their ports, or^negledled to 
arm themfelves in a manner fuitable to the occafion. Under thefe cit- 
cumftances, thefe people liftened to nadir’s propofitions, and at length 
not only opened a free p.iflage to him, but numbers of them enhfted ihem- 
felves in his army, infomuch that it foon became as ftrong as when he left 
KANDAHAR. The sAFis in particular, after they had joined the PER' 
siANs, conduced nadir the fafeft and.fhortcft way to peishor. ' 

‘ I / . . , . 

It is natural to conclude, that the Persian king expedled that fuch 
adla of hpftility would alarm the endian court, and not only occa- 
fion the greater preparations to oppofe him, but probably induce then' 
to remove a great part of their riches. Whatever his motive might be, 

' he fent another embafly to the great moghol. MAiIoiiiMED KRAni 
“ TURKOMAN ' , was cliofen for this purpofe, and difpatched in the 
month of august, with offers of friendfhip, and to demand' the fum 

• i of 

. I 

^ The revenues of this mouattunous conntty being mrufficient to maintain a body of troops abls 
to guard the frontiers, 3 certain futn of money was appointed to be aJinualJy remitted them, but o' 
late year, it had been itcgiefled. 

' The fame may be obfe. ved here of TVxKiruAn ssbcfeie of BAloucuej rra, that thefe orSuvB 
ars dilbnguifhcd by their couattier. 
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,of fo\}rcrores', and four provinces “j as, if nadir by tliis means in- 
4 tended to enter into a cpmpofition. or to render the refufal a more fpecious 
„ pretence for further hoftilities. , • ij ,, 

> ' ) Peishor not lying diredlly in the rout, nadir left the main body of 
<his army, and marched with’ a detachment of cavalry towards that city. 
Nacir khan had colledled a body of troops, but few of them had 
- any experience: the greateft part not fufpeflipg that the Persian army 
could have pafled the defiles with fuch expedition, defected upon the 
approach of the enemy. • Nacir was thus left in tire neighbourhood 
of PEISHOR, with feven thaufand men only ; ^however, he caufed an in- 
, ,trenchment to be thrown up, and with this fmall body he made a gallant 
defence for fome hours ; but. the Persians at length forced his lines. 
Moll of thofe who,cfcapcd the fword, were taken prifoners. The 
neighbouring pattan? being now difpofed to court the fiiendfliip of 
NADIR, delivered up into his hand nacir khan, who fled from peis- 
. HOR, The proof this general had given of bravery and fidelity, under 
fuch great difajdvantages, engaged the efteem of nadir. He imprifoned 
. him for fome days, but afterwards promifed him that protedlion m Inch 
he had not received from the moghod’s court, and by threats and fair 
words he won this brave man to his intereft. , 

'The effeil of this viflory was the taking of peishor, which nadir 
foon after entered in triumph. Nothing is faid concerning the riches of 
this city, tho’ we mull aflign fome proportion of wealth to it, fince it 
is reprefeiited of eonfiderable extent, and the capital of a province. 

1 On the news that peishor was taken, and that nadir shah was pre- 
paring to pafs the indus, the moghoe’s court, already in great diforder, 
was ftruclc. with terror. From pfishor to dehlie is 450 miles “ In 
! this diftance are leveral rivers and difEculc pafles, which it was ex- 
1 pefted would retard the march of the Persian army. The court was 
alfo flattered with hopes that zeeariah ehan, the governor of lahor, 

would 

• A crore is lOO lacks, or 1,250 oooL , conleqocncly ihu demand was for five mfilions ficxbng 

« Thcfc the INDIANS call souBAus SouBAUDAK u oftcn ufed as go^ cmor 9r hcaicnanicif & 
pro% incc. ? Ttey reckon it tea co6, each «ofs of 4000 > or a ^ nyles. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Nadir.'! fomp ’lohen he entered the Indian territories. His manner of 
pajfng rivers. Short account of the indbs : Nadir pajfes this river. 
Jeminabad and lahor taken. Nadir arrives on the plains of 
KARNAL. 

*73^' "TTICTORY feemed now to court the ambitious nadir; elate 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empire, he affedled a' 
more than common ftate. , > 

CossEM khan was his athemat doulet'*: he, with the arriZ' 
BEGi *, were the perfons'through whom moft of the orders were given, 
and petitions preferred. Nadir’s fentences, as at other times, were very 
fummary, and his bulinefs difpatched in a fliort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that pafled, and obferved a ftriiS adminiftration 
of juftice: he attended bulinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon, and after repoling himfelf a Ihort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His cHiAUXi were kept to 
their duty more than ufual, to proclaim his viiSories as he pafled along! 
befides thefe and his great officers of ftate,i a confiderable number of 
young men with ftandards of red filk adorned with filver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occafions. 

The great preparations which were making at .the moghol’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the Indian lords, 
and fitff dI zeicariah khan, the governor of lahor. After eltablidi- 
ing a garriibn atpciSHOR, he advanced to the banks of the indos, where 
1739' strived the beginning of January. He had already taken* his niea- 
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At length, alter flow marches^ and receiving Several reinforcements on 
the road, they pitched their tents in the plains of kaknal, fifty-five 
leagues from the capital. The young prince, sultan achmed, had an 
equipage’ prepared for him with great pomp andVpIendor, and was ap- 
pointed commander of the van guard t. ^ 

The circuit of the camp was very large', fortified with intrenchments, 
and a great part of it ftrengthened with artillery. In the center were the 
emperor’s own quarters * j thofe of nizam al muluck fronted them j 
and under him was the particular ordnance of the court, and the tram 
belonging to it. On the right wing was devran khan, the prime mi- 
nifter, with five other lords under his command ; kummir o'din ‘ khan, , 
with three omras, commanded on the left; behind thefe were many ge- 
neral officers, whofe names would rather confound than delight the reader, , 
and among them were the JA ats and aheers •. Though the fovcreign , 
commanded in perfon, yet each lord feemed to be uncontroulable with 
regard to the refpeflive body under him. ^ , 

, Nizam al muluck, inftead of taking pains to encourage his foldiers, 
reprefented the valour and fortune of the Persian king as irrefiftible. It 
is probable, that the inexperience of the Indians in the art of war, mull 
in any cafe have rendered them inferior to the veteran foldiers of nadir , 
SHAH j but if we Lonflder the unhappy lituation of this numerous army, 
it feemed to be collefled only for the derifion of the Persians. 

1 They all this the jjarol, which ligmfiej either the van guatd, or the title of the officer thatl 
cotnevandt any body of fo oes, which advances ac the head of an ihdiak army , 

* Some wncers mention it as twelve miles , but we cannot fuppofe they made intrenchments fo 
fo, or ^at they could defend fo vaft a circuit. * Thefe arc called HooacHA, which 

ftgnifies either bamcadoc's or latrenchmcncs , from whence wt nay infer he had a particular in- 
trenchmeni within the mam circuit of the camp. * Thefe words figmfy the moon of 

religion This peifon was the viair to the crxat Mociiot.. I Thefe are two dif- 

foent tribes of the jiAijFOtiTs. i 
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CHAP. XX. 

NADia’r fmp lUien be entered the Indian territories. His manner of 
faffing rrvers. Short account of the INDUS : Nadir faffes this river. 
Jeminabad and bahor taken. Nadir arrives on the fiains of 

KARNAL. 

1738. "TTICTORY fcemed now to court the ambitious nadir: elate 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vaft empire, he aiFefled a 
more than common Hate. 

CossEM khan was his athemat doulbt ^ : he, with the arRIZ' 
bEgi", were the perfons through whom moil of the orders were given, 
and petitions preferred. Nadir’s fentences, as at other times, were vciy 
fummary, and his bufinefs difpatched in a fhort time. He required in- 
formation of every thing that pafled, and obferved a ftridt adminillration 
of juftice; he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
ence till noon, and after repofing himfclf a fhort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His chiauxv were kept to 
their duty more than ufual, to proclaim his viflories as he palled along ; 
befides thefe and his great officers of ftate, a confiderable number of 
young men with ftandards of red filk adorned with filver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occafions. 

The great preparations which were making at .the moghol’s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, fcemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
Contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the Indian lords, 
and firll of zeicariah khan, the governor of eahor. After eftablUh'' 
ing a garrifon at eeishor, he advanced to the banks of the indus, where 
1739. he arrived the beginning of January. He had already taken his mea- 

j fures 

. 7 See Vol. III. page 41. SlgniSes fupporter of power, or as fome conSrue it, the fecunty of 

fortune , this is the lame perfon whom I have mentionedm Vol I, page 25S. This man was alfo 
honoured with the thic of iiAiteM ssuhazem. or him who lets things m order, and MOTHia aO 
MULucK, or worthy of a kingdom. * The prefenter of petitions. The 9 ®* 

guards menuoned m Vol. I. page 251. 
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fures for the paflage of that river, Mahommed beo was previoully 1739- 
detached with a confiderable body of troops, to build a fufficicnt number 
of boats, by means of which he might throw a bridge over the river. 
Nadiii’s ordinary method was to ufe two iron-chains', to which he 
fixed the /kins of hearts blown upj thefe floating upon the furfiice, fup. 
ported the feveral parts of a fmall bridge of timber, which he carried 
with him. This chain being fecured on both fides of a river, ferved alfo 
to hold a regular bridge of boats. 

The INDUS of the aptients, now mpr® generally denominated the 
sciND, is one of the njort confiderable rivers in all Asia: in India 
only the Ganges exceeds it. In this pjjcc it divides the provinces of 
LAHOR and PEisHoR, and is compioijly called fhe attok, from a great 
fort on the cartern fide. It is fubjedl, like the Nile, to be overflown, 
and like that is one great caufe of the fertility of its banks , here ate alfo 
numbers of crocodiles. Its courfe from north to fouth is computed to 
be 900 miles or forty-two days journey. The leveral branches of it 
take different names i the chief of which are the siiocB or siELMEiyis 
the SH ANTRou the r avi ', and the viah ‘} thus forming five flreams : 
the province of laiior is for that realbn called pengab', and is one 
of the moft fertile countries in hindostan, 

Zekariaw K.HAN did not attempt to oppofe the Persian army at 
their paflage of the attok. His teal defign was to fubmit, agreeably 
to the counfel he had received from nizam Al liuluckj however, to 
lave appearances, he made preparations for a defence. Nadir marched 

diteiSly 
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1739' direiSly to yeminabad, a city of fomc note in the jurifdiilion of zeka- 
RiAH KHAN. Here kullinder khan commanded with a body of ten 
thoufand men, defigning to oppofe the Persians. .Nacir khan, who' 
now had a poll in nadir’s army, was entrufted with the attack of this 
city, which the Persians took, and killed the Indian general. Nadie.' 
had fent to zekariah khan to invite him to a fubmiflion; the mef- 
fenger was called before the general divan, and treated wjth fome inci- 
vility. ['This however was but an effedt of policy to flifguife his refo- 
lution to furrender. He then marched out, and advanced above twenty 
miles fiom lahor, with an army of twenty thoufand men. As foon as 
he heard the fate of yeminabad, he retreated back immediately to the 
capital of the province. Here he made a fliew of defence, but after three 
days capitulated, on condition that the city fliould be fpared. 

This is the country of which porus was king, when Alexander 
made his memorable expedition into India. The neighbouring pif" 
vinces weie then ruled by their refpedlive fovereigns, as we now find 
them divided by the jealoufy and corruption of their chiefs. The feene 
of his firft exploits in India was on the banks of the gurabus’,' which 
he pafied. The eaftern fide of this part of the Indus was called taXILA. 
Here we find that mophis, king of the country, fubmitted to Alexan- 
der, who confirmed this Indian prince in his dominion, or in other 
words, did not commit any violence or injuftice towards him. As an 
effeif of the generofity of the GRECiAN-hero, mophis received the name 
of TAXiLEs. What future ages may think of modern hiftories, I am no 
judge ; but there are numerous circumftances in antient accounts, even 
in authors of the higheft reputation, which appear as the fumes of fo- 
, perdition or the creatures of fancy: we muft not however be ingenious to 
undeceive ourfelves in things of an indifferent nature, fo long as they givu 
us pleafure. We know how hard it is to come at the truth of things 
which happened yefterday. 

PoRus, the fovereign of lahor, was exceeded by the fkill and for- 
tune, rather than by the valour of the Macedonian conqueror; he led on 

bis 


t Xiiii s called at prefect aiLAC, being ihc upper part of the iCDua.' 
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hfs chariots of war and embattled elephants, difdaining to yield. In 
this he feems to have judged ill j if he had facrlficed to the pride of the 
GRECIAN inflkd of his own, and only paid the tribute of a formal fub- 
miflioii, he might probably have faved the lives of twenty-three thou- 
fand INDIANS, who are faid to have died that day in defence of their 
liberty. Under the nop’on of clemency, Alexander then rcftored to 
bun the kingdom which he could not keep; nor vvas there one good 
reafon why he conquered it. The only true beneficent aftion he did, 
was to reconcile taxiles and porus. 

After fubduing Persia, and all the country as far as this place, his 
fbldiers, happily for the Indians, were at length tired of their knight- 
errantry, and infifted upon returning home ; he therefore made this the 
boundary of his victory in the call, though he had defigned to march as 
far as the Ganges. He returned to SAsyLoN with the name of a con- 
queror, tho^ with much lefs treafure than nadir shah. In his way home 
he fubdued all the country on the banks of the^iUDUs. He fent part of 
his forces in Ihips down that nvcr into the Indian ocean j from whence 
they entered the gulph of Persia, and direfting their courfe up the 
TIGRIS, arrived at barylon. Thofc, who marched by land, crolTed 
SABLESTAN and SEGESTAN, not withput feveral encounters with the in- 
habitants of thofe countries, in which much blood was fpilt. Thence 
the CQaqpecQc., after a perilous aad. 
laborious march he arrived at the feat of his empire, having been abfent 
twenty months. 

Nadir remained at lahor eight days, and refreflied his army in the 
gardens of shalimar ^ , he then pafTed the river shoue, and traverfing 
SERKIND and TANiSEEB, he arrived with forty thoufand men in the 
neighbourhood of a village called tidlauvri, which is not iar irom the 
plains of karnal. Here he halted to reconnoitre the iituation of the 
INDIAN army, and determine what meafures to purfue. After a march 
of twenty-five months for eighteen hundred and fifty miles he was al- 
X 2 nioft 

V Now FABSJSTAV. » Ther<! garJcos are of iJ.s fame luajcos thofc of ij£Hi,I£ 

“ Tins cocipntation is from »sfa han, v.r from dot city » c/ vdah ar is reckoned 1 040 miles, 
a^d from thetce to dehLia 3io. 
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1739. moft arrived at the fruition of the defired objedl. It was notidifficult 
in a general of common fagacity to forefee, that fo vaft a multitude of 
- people would not be able to fupport themfelves long in that, Ctuation ; 
and they muft either difperfe, or come to an engagement. 


I . 

CHAP. XXI. ' 

Tie tiumher of thi Persian army. Saadit khan arrives at the indiaM' 
camp. He and devran khan begin the engagement. NADiR’i/ra- 
tagem to dtaio the Indians to battle. Saadit khan taken pnfontr, 
anif DEVRAN liHMa mot tally 'jiounded. Hadir's manner of oppofmgtbt 
INDIAN elephants. Lofs of the Indians in the field. Difirefi of tl e 
INDIAN camp efter the battle. Interview letvseen nadir and niZaM 
AL ituLUCK , alfo between the Persian king and the great aiochol. 
Numbers of the Indians flam tn mat audmg. Mahoadied shah di‘ 
livers hunfelf into the hands of nadir. Indian efieHs fealed up ('<■ 
dehlie. 

N adir was now wlthm ten miles of the Indian army. 0" 
the lath of februarv he dilpatched hahdgee khan with 
his advanced guard", confiAing of fi-c thoufand of the bed troops of 
KouRDisTAN. His whole army amounted to near onp hundred oni 
li\ty thoufand. men, of which a third parr were fervants and domerticsr 
thefe having collected a fufficicnt number of camels, horfcs ", and molts 
in their rout, were all mounted, and fome of them completely arm- 
ed. Their women, being noticfs than Cv thoufand, were drefledwol' 
great coats t of crimfon cloth, after the manner of the men, and not to bo 
. diflio* 

■ KoumoL, Htich u ihc tune ai tEc KAftion of the tnolANs. • There arc w oa 

InglJand co-ntjy of XAnrrAtr aA amt CAitot.3 ftrtalf htrrd ofhorfej cailerl TAsotrr. ohreharermr 
Cerrtccahlc. , Thefe arc called BAAAAttni r sAAaAK figiuCca run, from whmes rha 

name of thu ccat u ectrccd. 
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4 iftingu;ihcd at a dlllancej fo that tlie whole made a very formidable 1733 
appearance. ,1 , ^ • j ' , . ‘ “ 

Nadir fin'ding^ the water at tillauvri infufficient to. fupply his fol- 
diers, advanced two miles nearer the Indian army ; and the 14th of 
FEBRtiARV he encamped not far from the rear of devran khan^ at a 
time when saadit khan was juft arrived in the camp of the great" 
MOGHoi., with a reinforcement" of twenty thoufand men. Whatever the. 
nature of saadit’s treafon might have been, as foon as he faw his fet- 
low-foldiers in diftrefs for provifions, and ready to be over-whelmed by 
a powerful and fortunate army, the impulfe of his heart carried him 
inftantly to the tent of mahommed shah, and with the freedom of 
a' foldier he told his fovercign, that there was no time to be loft in 
giving battle to the Persians j that if the otlier generals refufed to 
follow him, he would commence the attack with fuejh part of his 
troops as were come up; deliring rather to die fword in hand, than 
fall inglorioully Into the power of an enemy through the necedity of 
hunger. 

Nizam a^ muluck, who feemed never to have intended to bring 
things to the extremity of a battle, oppofrd this counfel ; pretending, 
according to the fuperftition of the mahommed.ans, that the day was 
not fortunate ; and as there was no necefiity, they ought to defer it. 
Saadit khan, though fufpedted of being leagued with this treacherous 
minifter, had too much ardour as a foldier to be reftrained by any fucb 
conlideration.' 

In the mean while, the fix thonfrnd kourds detached by nadir shah, 
.through the defire of booty, had fallen on a party of the Indians, and 
began to pillage the baggage of dlvran khan. There was no time tO’ 
debate : saadit khan mounted his elephant, led on bis forces, and re- 
pulfed tlie KOURDS. Devran khan, now roufed.by a jealoufy of the 
glory.of a man, whom he knew wifhed his diigrace, brought his men 
alfo to the charge immediately, with a delign todupport SAADIT kha.s 
,fo that the engagement grew warm on both fides. 


Nadie,, 
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Hadir, being apprifed of what was paffing, lent a body of troops to^ 
affift his van; and jealous of fupporting the reputation of Ins arms iii 
his firft encounter, he detached three thoufand of his beft troops in three 
different bodies, and placed them in ambufli. He alfo fent a fmall body 
of five bundled men againft dev ran khan, and another of the fame' 
number againfl; saadit khan, m order to draw them into the field. 
Having then made a pioper difpofition of the main body of his army, 
he advanced at the head of a thoufand afshaR horfe to direil the 
battle. 


This difpofition had the defired effefl. The three thoufand men in 
ambufcade failing upon the troops of saadit khan, put them to flight, 
and took their general prifoner. Devran khan being followed by 
above twenty omras and general officers, at the head of their rcfpec- 
tive bodies, fupported his ground with great refolution, till the eng.ige- 
ment became more general. At length having received a dangerous 
wound, he fell extended upon his elephant, and was carried off the field. 
A report that he was dead, fpread a difmay tlirough the whole m- 
DiAN camp. 

There was a circumftance pretty remarkable, which I find omitted by 
thofe who have given us an account of this battle. They mcntioji in- 
deed the elephants, but not what ufe was made of them. Thefc for- 
midable animals were condufled at the head of the Indian army, 
and armed for battle : they have ever been rcprefeiited in eaftern wars as 
objefls of great terror ; their fize, the caftles upon their backs, and all the 
apparatus of war, have been defcribed by hifiorians, painters, and poets, 
in a light which fills the imagination with dread. Nadir was not igno- 
rant in what manner the Indians fight, and therefore caufed a number 
of flages to be made, and fixed acrofs two camels. On thefe flagcs be 
laid naptha, and a mixture of combuffiblcs, and ordered them to be fet on 
fire. It is \v ell known with what terror thefo huge animals behold this 
element , fo that infiead of over-turning the Persian army, at the ap- 
z preach 
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proach of the camels the elephants turned about, and put a great part 
of the INDIAN army into confufion. 

■ i . , . , i' . 

' In this battle feventeen.thoufand Indians were flain, among whom 
were a great number of perfons of the firft diftindlion. Thofe who fled 
from the field, fpread terror and confufion through their whole camp. 
Several took the opportunity of plundering the tents of their own com- 
manders. , Numbers, wlio attended the baggage brought into the field, 
fled towards dehlie, which afforded a favourable opportunity to the 
PERSIANS to kill and pillage at difcretion. In this adtion not half of 
the INDIAN army was engaged, and only about fifty thoiiland of the 
troops of nadir sHAit; he lofl on his part only two thoufand five 
hundred men, ' who were interred tlie lame night ; but there were "ne.ir 
twice as many wounded. 

Devran khan lofl; his eldefl fon, and the wound he himfclf had 
received, proved mortal. His great lofs of blood occafioned his fainting : 
when he eame to his fenfes, he had the additional affliiflion to find all his 
tents and baggage plundered ; they were therefore obliged to carry him 
to the tents of jiakomjied shah, to whom he had been reported as 
killed. The fight of this favourite minifter, under thefe melancholy 
circumftanccs, gave the emperor the deepeft concern. In a Ihort time 
after, this lord died of his wounds, which feemed to give him lefs pain, 
than to behold his enemy nizam al muluck triumphing in the 
favour of his mailer, and planning fchcmcs. to gratify his bafe refent- 
ment. 

In this confufed ftate of affairs in the Indian camp, nadir shah 
advanced to the quarters of nizam al molucic ; this general had been 
joined by fevEral other lords, who drew up tlieir forces in a line of battle, 
as if they meant to flop the progrefs of tJie enemy. Night coming on, 
prevented the Persians from purfiiing their vidtoiyn The Indian 
camp was now fo very thin, that from the emperor's own quarters to 
thofe of nizam al muluck, which was near two miles, hardly any 
people were found. In the night a grand confiiltation was held, in 

which 
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>739' which NIZAM At muluck related in the moft afFedting manner, the 
deplorable ftate to which the fortune of that day had already reduced the 
court i expatiating upon the fatal effeiSs of war, and the danger to which 
the emperor’s perfon was expofed j that eveiy moment brought news of 
the 'death of fbme perfon beloved by his majefty,’ and of great confe- 
quence to the ftate ; his opinion therefore was to accommodate matters 
with NADIR SHAH, fitice they could no longer depend oii the fuccefs of 
their arms. 

The INDIAN monarch, though no warrior, was more inclined to trull: 
to the fortune of a fecond battle, tlian to confent to an accommodation, 
which could be bought only at the price of immenfe treafures, and mull 
upon other accounts be inglorious. But thofe on whom he moft depended 
had been killed or dangeroufly wounded j fo that no proper perfon could 
be found in whom to confide the command of his forces : nor was he Icfs 
at alofs as to the direiSion of his councils. Whatever fufpicions he might 
entertain of nizam ad muluck, the afcendency which this minifter had 
acquired, in fome raeafure obliged him to trull him implicitly- The 
death of devrav khan, at once removed the bar to the ambition of 
NIZAM AL MULUCK, as Well as the objedt of his hatred. At length full 
power was given to this minifter, to treat with the Persian monarch. 
Azim ALi KUAN vias appointed to attend him ; of which HiVDIRSHAII 
was acquainted. The third day after the battle, the ceremonial being 
previoully adjufted, they pitched their tents between the two camps i 
and a Persian officer was fent to condudl thefe Indian lords into the 
prefence of nadir shah. 


The PERSIAN monarch received them in a gracious manner, cauliug 
them to fit in his prefence ; and then he fpoke to this cffcift: “ It is now 
four months Cnee I fent my cmbalTador to iiAHo.M.viED shah )Our 
“ mailer, to demand of him the payment of what is due to Persia ; 
" why has he detained my people, and given me no anfwer; and at 
“ length obliged me toanake fo long and laborious a march ?" NizA't 


AL MULUCK e.xcufed hlmfclf, alledging that he had been in his govern- 

• — AVvf 
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ment at deccan j that as foon as he came to court he had ufed his 1739. 
endeavours to bring the affair to a conclufion, but tiiat his demands were 
greater than the empire could anfwer’. 

Nadir foiled at the excufe, and fhewed him the accounts of the 
mogiiol’s treafure; adding to this efFedl: “ The grand-father of ma- 
“ HOMRiED suAH and uncle of jeanguir, once demanded of Persia 
“ the fuccour of ten thoufand men. Persia fent them, and bore the e.x- 
“ pence, on condition of being reimburfed ; which has never yet been done. 

“ By the tre.ities of alliance fubfifling between the two empires, they 
« ought reciprocally to fupport each other. Persia having been long rent 
“ with civil wars, the fame force has been demanded of you j but no 
■* anfwer was ever made. I have borrowed large fums, for which I pay 
'< intereft, to retake from the Turks the provinces which they had pof- 
“ fefled themfelves of belonging to Persia. The negledt of the treaties 
“ on your part, has been the caufe of the misfortunes which have hap- 

pened to Persia : who is to repair thefe injuries f I had intended to 
'< put your emperor and his troops to the fword, but I will favour them j 
“ go and tell him to come to me, and we will make up our quarrel in 
" a convenient manner.” 

The 1 8 th of FEBRUARY was accordingly appointed for the meeting of 
iVieXWD monarcfo. 'MAwo'M'aED snAw, empMor of wwwsow as, fewti 
in a royal litter ', ifliied from his camp, attended by azim ali kiia.Vi 
giiazi o’din khan, feveral eunuchs, and dbout two hundred horfe: 
he was met half-way by tiehrias khan, the lieutenant ' of the Per- 
sian king, who paid him the honours due to his rank, t eh.mas then 
required the eunuchs and cavalry to halt, and attended the great mo- 

CltOD 

L 

1 It IS Cud that NizAW AL UVLVCK svCHt fo far 1$ to ina^e him ihs fertile complinn*, t^Ar 
the deCre of feeing a Ling of fuch renona, and to L fs the dull of h s feet, was fo grea , th-it 0 ey 
purpofely negleftcd his requcli. The o*I8NTai.s dc-1 much m h)'pcrbo!cs, but it-ch a cemplir-eai 
as thi?" 0 uld rather hase lofultcd the com-noa fenfe cf the pnnee to wbom it « 2 j r..d, than gi.,rifcd 
his pride., According to what is relate^!, ih s itoiAt did a£ltad/ mute sadia into indi a, hard- 
ly forfcemg what would happen. * Tasut vfh.cn Cgr £cs a monog thr-jae* 

• Va> est or vecil. 
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ly’in. oiioL With the ETRSiAN guard. At the entrance of nadir's camp he 
was met by NESR ali myrza, who was fent by the command of his 
father to conduit the Indian king to the royal tent. Nadir came 
forth to receive him, and h.iving placed him on his left-fide, after the 
ordinary compliments, he addreffed him to this effedl : “ Is it poffibic 
“ that you Ihould have thus abandoned the care of your own affairs 
“ to oblige me to make you this vifit ? I fent yon two embafli- 
“ dors j one of them contrary to the laws of all nations, and to the 
“ friendfliip fubfifting between us, was murdered at peishor j not 
“ did your minifters fend me any fatisfadtory anfwer to my letters which 
“ reached your hands. When I entered yonr dominions, you ncser de- 
“ puted any one to afk me who I was, or what my intentions werVi 
“ even when I advanced toz-AHOR, and fent you a meffige of falutation, 
“ 1 received no anfwer. When the commanders of your forces n£it 
" awakened out of their lethargy, inftead of negotiating for a reconcilii- 
“ tion, they met in a tumultuous manner to Hop my progrefs. After- 
“ wards you cooped yourfelves up in your intrenchments, without con- 
“ fidering, that if your enemy was llronger tlian you, it was impoffible to 
“ remain in that lituation without being Aarved ; and if he was weaker, 
“ it was as diAionourable as unneceflary; at length, without any pre- 
" caution, you put all to the iffue of one blow. Tho' I law how jou 
“ were entangled, I made you offers of accommodation"; butyoutHS 
“ fo ill advifed, or puffed up with childiAi conceits, that you ncglcAeJ 
" tile terras of my friendfliip, and abandoned your own intereA. Now 
“ you fee to what Areights you are reduced by the’ viftorious armies cf 
“ PERSIA. How little able you have been to govern your own people, 
“ appears by your granting for fevcral years a tax " to inAdcls, by whoO 
it ought to have been paid; and you liaie fuffered them to over-rtm 
“ your country. 

“ However, as the race of temur have never done any remarkabk 
“ injury to the foveteigns of Persia, Iwill not take the empire fru® 

*• )oai 

• Ido Lot £lJ aay KcLUoa mac of fuch oJTcr after l.'.c icoiAxanoy wa, alTcirtlra oo 
cfSAaKOLfto ithxli tlui Icem to alLafc. * -rt... a.,, callta tSc jiaiati, irtiov-I 

k* fait tty ltolcwl.0 wcie itct uAitouuaDAii. 
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you; I only mean to indemnify myfelf for the great c^rpence of tliis 1739; 
“ war. After I have refreflied my- army at dehiie, and. received the' 

“ fubfidy * which muft be- paid, I will leave you in pofleflion of your 
“ dominions." - 

Mahomaied shah heard this Ipecch with tliat filence, which tcllifies 
forrow and confufion j tho’ it was^ tome conlblation to receive athirancc 
of his life and empire. Language fo foreign to that of a court, could not 
but touch the heart of a king, whole weaknefs did not amount to infen- 
Cbility. It may perhaps appear a little Ilrangc, tliat the captive monarch 
fliould be fulFered to return to his own camp; but our furprizc'will 
ceafe, if we refledt that nadir had nothing to fear from his military' 
force : and that as riches were his chief objedt, the more gently he con- 
dudted himfelf towards the Indians, till he fliould arrive at dehlie, the 
lefs danger there would be of tlieir concealing or dcftroying their treafures. 

Mahomhcd shah retired to his camp, in feme degree relieved from 
his inquietude j tho’ he knew not into what difficulties the avarice of the 
conqueror might plunge him. He" ordered the dead bodies, which lay 
fpread for near the fpace of twelve miles, to be interred ; but thofc who 
were wounded and unable to move, were left to expire, there being no 
one that could afford them any fuccour. At the fame time, the military 
cUeft, with all the treafiive of mahommed shah, was brought to nadir. 

Some of tlie Indian lords, who were forward to ingratiate themfehes 
with the conqueror, reprefented tliat there were many thoufand horfes 
and camels belonging to thefoldiers and followers of the mocHol’s camp ; 
and as by his clemency thefc people had received quarter, they ought not 
to think it any hardfliip to deliver fuch as bis officers fliould think proper 
to chufe. To this he replied ; that the bread of foldicrs depended, in a 
great meafurc, on their horfes ; and that the lols of thefc in their pre- 
fent circumftanccs, might cApofc them and their families to beggary ; 
and as he had given them quarter, they fliould depart unmolefted. 

Y The 

1 * “ 

* This u called a pziiCUSK, or preftne Irons .as ssslcnor (oa Ciper or. The f.an 3-rccd for s.ia 
Issrnip crotc". ishich ssc ftall tare octaCoa'ia sticnuui. 
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The INDIAN camp had been in great diftrefs almoft from the very 
time they aflembled in the plains of karntal. Reprefentation being now 
made, that the futlers i by their extortions had raifed the price of bread' 
•to an exorbitant degree, mahommed shah ordered their fliops to be. 
broke open. This anfwered no other purpofe,.than to wafte and difperfe 
the little provilion that remained, fb that a pound of wheat was not tO' 
be had for lefs than the value of four fliillings. What had contributed- 
to-render the provifions fo exceffive dear, was the vigilance of tlje flying, 
parties of the Persian army, who within forty miles round the camp, 
had at different times cut off not lef, than fourteen thoufand Indian 
marauders. 'A body of nadir’s troops, who at this time were fent to 
taniseer, llaughtered a great number of the inhabitants, plundered the 
town, and returned to their camp with a confiderable booty. 

The next day, after the bodies of the Indians were interred, nadibi 
fent an ofHcer with a detachment to take poffeflion of the equipage of the 
GREAT MOGHOL; caufing it to be proclaimed in’thq'camp, that every 
one might retire without fear of being flopped or infulted. He alfo fent" 
Ills mafter of the ordnance ‘, together with the ofiicer who makes fei" 
zures *, each with five hundred horfe, to feize all the ordnance and im- 
plements of war belonging to the emperor, and the lords of his court. 
He required moreover that maho.maied shah, with his fon sudtaN 
ACHMED, and his eniprefs malika ae zuaiani with their domeflics, 
fhould repair to his camp : accordingly a royal tent was prepared for them 
in front of his own, and a thoufand Persian foldiers were appointed 
as their guard. 

In the mean while, nadir siiAH.difpatched his lieutenant TxHiiAS 
KHAN to DEHLiE, with four tlioufaud horfe, to take pofieflion of the 
caflle. Saadit khan was charged with the care of the city, together 
with the houfes and effcdls of the inhabitants ; flridl direftions were alfo 

ghen 

V BAHiAhs, who arc molUy trailwg people to ikoia. They arc of a particular fctl, win) ha* 
!,:) c the traafintgration of foulr, whether of man of btaji , fro-i wheacc the)' arc very hatrtJeri to 
their cordufl, let they thojM injure Q-c of their OArn fric-idi or rclat oat, to the appearance of a 
Inly bean. * Towreut oAim. * NmtAceuciir BAftri. 

’ Phil word f gtufeeahe succa of tbe tiritcx. 
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given him that no injury fhould be done to any of them. This general 
on his arrival publiflicd the shah s orders, adding, that none of the citi- 
zens flioiild dare to moleft the pehsians. The governor of the ciftle 
being informed of yvhat had pafTcd on the plains of uaunal, made no 
fcruple to pay an implicit obedience to the fummons of nadih’s lieutenant, 
and admitted him, together with all his troops The palace nas alfo 
prepared for the reception of the Persian monarch. All the valuable 
efFcdls were fealed up, and a lift prepared of the omras, and all the 
■SYcalthy inhabitants of the city 

Nadir being mafter of all the jewels and of the military chefls of the 
INDIAN camp at karnal, gave a gratuity of three months pay to every 
foldier in his army. He then made choice of two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with their carriages, out of die Indian ordnance, and fent tlicm 
with other effefls under a ftrong convoy to cabul. 


CHAP. XXII. 

1 

Marc& of the persiin and Indian armies from karnad to dehlie. 
NadirV entrance into dehlie Saadit khan dejlro^s himfelf. Maf^ 
[acre of dehlie. Nadir.’! conduS after the trajjacre. 

T his di/polltion being made, nadir began Ins march towards- 
dehlie His advanced guard ' confifted of four thoufand men, 
who ferved to efcort his harram, twenty thoufand of Ins beft cat airy 
guarded them ara proper diftance About two miles behind was jia- 
hommed shah, attended by fifty of his principal courtiers, and efcorted 
by twelve thoufand Persians. The Indian lords, at the bead of their 
refpedlive troop,, marched at the diftance of a mile ftom each other, 
liaving great bodies of the Persian army bettveen them Nadir bim- 
fclf brought up the rear, with the grols of bis army, the whole com- 
pofed a number of near three hundred and fifty thoufand men who 
covered near twelve miles in length, and tlircc in breadth. 

In 

« KouRuct S«\ol I p3ge249 * Btfisreihc U e e-gagnaui: cLe ihdiav irny aj&e 

\ni near thu numUr, iXiduJ-.g J1 d;cif ,^:c»iaiu » b-l a £tc-t £Z.t cf ii;cic had fc«ea erfeJ, — 
aamberj cf dseia _ 
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In this manner they proceeded five days march, till they came to 
SONVUT. This place, together with paniput, and feveral villages, were 
plundered by the Persians, as they marched along. From sonput 
they advanced to nireea, and the next day 'in the evening they ar- 
rived at the gardens of shalimar. Nadir shah declined going into 
the city in the night, as well on account of the fafety of his perfon, as 
the regard to his ftate. He ordered mahommdd, the great mogiiol, 
feated in a toyal litter, and preceded by his ftandards, with two hun- 
dred of the fervants of his court, to march forward into the city. Thefe 
were convoyed by four thoufand Persian horfe, who accompanied the 
INDIAN monarch to his apartment h 

Nadir encamped with his forces without the gates. The next morn- 
ing he marched with great circumfpedlion thro’ the city to the caftle ‘, 
attended by a body of twenty thoufand men. Mahoaimed shah bad 
already given notice to the inhabitants, when the Persian conqueror 
was to enter the city •’ j ordering that all the houfes and fbops fiiould be 
ftiut, and according to the awful refpedt Ihewn to eaftern kings, that no 
perfon ftiopld prefume to appear in the ftreets. This- order was ej,ecutcd 
with. great exadlnefs; for of the vaft. number of inhabitants, there were 
no fpedlators of his triumphant entry ; a mournful filence reigned through- 
out the city, as if it prefaged fome dreadful calamity. 

Nadir having taken poflcffion.of the cafile, was immediately attended 
by mahommed shah, towards whom he behaved with great civility., 
He diftributed his troops into their quarters, and took ail the necelTary 
Hieafutes that due obedience fiiould be paid to his orders, till the articles 
of peace were regulated with nizam ad aiuluck. In the mean while, 
he enjoined his nxssakhchi ‘ in the ftridleft manner, that wlioever pre- 
fumed to injure any of the natives, fiiould be punifiied with the fevered 
baflonading, or with the lols of their ears or nofe, according to the nature 
' of their offence. ' 

The 

' Theythof UAKcii. ' TEu they call the AlYiH mahl, which Cgnifies the place of 

3o>* t Coftle 15 ulcil XjnonuBOafly for calUc, citadel, or palace, viz. place of dcfcacc, 

' This w-ij the gth of uAjicir. 1 Thcfc ate the order of foldicrs who arc charged with 

puniihmcnt of offences, as already meottODcd. 
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The.PEastANS, however polite in their m.inncrs, arc but rude in their 1730 
apparel and cuftoms, compared with the delicacy of the Indians In 
KADlR-s army were alfo many tartars,- whofe rough and favagc afpeds 
made fuch imprcilions on the Indians, that they avoided as much as 
poffible all communication with them. ' • 

Saadit khan, who feems to have been a man of warm paflions, and 
of an inconilant difpofition, was now as forward to recommend himfelf 
to his new mailer nadir, as he had been ambitious at icarnal, of ex- 
erting himfelf in the defence of his true fovereign. He went out to 
the gardens of shi^limar to meet nadir shah, and accompanied him 
till he ahglited at the palace of dehlie. This lord had flattered himfelf 
with hopes of being admitted to a private audience, in wliich it was prc- 
fumcd he intended to recommend certain meafures for the intereft of the 
PERSIAN king. Nadir, who had always diftjnguiflied himfelf for his 
penetration, fpoke with great harllinefs to him,' and demanded why he 
bad not begun collecting the fubfidics. 

This reproof touched saadit khan to the heart j his jealouiy was 
fired, and he concluded that nizam al muluck had done him fome ill 
office. Under this anxiety of thought, it is probable the remembrance 
of his infidelity recoiled upon him. He knew that to be fulpeCted by a 
prince of fuch a temper as nadir, was but a remove from ruin. Under 
thefe circumftances he retired j and defpair drove him to the fatal ex- 
pedient of taking poifon. 

Such is oftentimes the fate of men who fwerve from the paths of 
honour, and bewilder themfclvcs in the mazes of iniquity. Thofe prin- 
ciples which intice tliem to forfake the intcrelb of their country, in order 
to gratify a private paffion or refentment, hardly ever fupport them under 
a change of fortune, or the preflure of calamities. . 

What had palled on the plains of karnae, and the havock created 
by the fword and famine, was but a prelude to the dirtrefi which heaven 
permitted to fall upoq the unfortunate hihabitants of deueie. The next 
18 day 
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day after napir’s arrival, was a feaR of facriSce ‘ with the Indians, 
and the new-year’s-day of the Persians. Nadir’s lieutenant, TiEii- 
MAS KHAN, fent feveral Persian horfemcn of the Niessickiichi to the 
granaries ■», ordering them to be opened, and the price of corn to be 
Rved. This not being done to the fatisfaftion of the propiietors, occa- 
fioncd the affembling a mob. Sayd neaz khan, and feveral other 
perfons of diftinaion, put themfelves at their head, and killed the Per- 
sian horfemen. 

After this unwarrantable a£t, a report was foon fpread that nadir 
snAii was flain”; upon which the tumult increafed. All idle perfons 
and men of delperate fortunes joined them, and marched towards the 
oaftle. A party of Persian horfe, which was polled near the entrance, 
were forced to retire with feme lofs. In the mean while, feveral PER- 
SIANS whom SAVD NEAZ khan had taken as a fafe-guard to his houfe, 
were treacheroully Ihut up in a room, and burnt alive. The foldiers 
who were lodged in the palace of the deceafed devran khan, and other 
great houfes and caravanferais, were obliged to retreat to their quarters, 
and remain under arms the whole night. The cannon and harquebulTes 
on the ramparts of the caRle, as well as thofe in the houfes occupied by 
the PERSIANS, were difeharged at the mob,, but without quelling the 
infurredbon. 

The next morning nadir, at the head of a ftrong party of his troops 
iflued out of the palace, with an intention to fupprefs the tumult. Whe- 
ther the difeovery of the dead bodies of feveral of his foldiers, fired him 
with the defperatc rcfulution of ordering the inhabitants to be malTacred, 
does not clearly appear •. If we may judge from his natural cruelty and 
infatiable avarice, it is not unreafonablc to believe, that he at once deli- 
vered up the city, without any limitation, to flaughtcr and pillage. His 

orders 

‘ TtcioH.cfu»>cu. iEidzoiia. " Thefc are callcl ran. cuvjii. 

' IVfc reem to iiatcbcaaiotIicIamccjrcuio!Iacce* of delafioo aa the rzajlAM, at their 
rear Un are jean aftenta dial ait aasad. who Eril looR anar, a.-id tirrn Uatteroi ihcmfcirci, and 
ercnrt^iied.eui aaoia eiiAii wwidead. • Mr. raAzia, who haa pveo the aalnorue, 

lor roa of ihe Ua^hoa. lo 0 a « 1 1 a, fa)-!, that the Ibhien ware at £ril otdcttd oat » do aoy haria 
10 t-a laaoccat. Bat fahhexa arc bad jadgci to foch cafci. 
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Orders were in an inftant obeyed : a place taken by ftorni never e'chibited 
a greater fccne of horror. The Persian foldiers having fpread them- 
felves, broke open houfes and palaces, Ilaughtering with an unbridled 
fury, with very little diftiniElion of age or fex. This bloody fcene ex- 
tended above fix miles p. 

Many who had fled from the neighbouring country to take refuge in 
the city, aflembled in a body to defend their lives; tliefc were joined by 
je\yellers, money-changers, and rich (hop-keepers. The phyfician of 
the court put himfelf at their head, and delpair fupplied the place of 
ftrength and refolution, Thefe unhappy people fought bravely for fomc 
time, but being fo little accuftomed to the ufe of arms, they had only 
the fatisfadtion of dying fvvord in hand. 

Lutf ali khan condudlcd this bloody bufinefs in one quarter of the 
town : siRBULLiND KHAN, an INDIAN lord, whofe reputation and vene- 
rable afpedt had charms not to be refilled, ruihing from his palace, profirated 
himfelf before the Persian general, and rcprelcnted that the inhabitants of 
that part of the city were Innocent ; and begging for their lives, he oiFered 
to pay a large^ranfom, which was accepted, and the flauglitcr ceafedr 

In the mean time nizam -al mueuck was flung with remorfe at 
the fight of fo fad a fpcdtacle, and confeious of his guilt, in being in 
fome meafure the occafion of it% went and threw himfelf at nadir’s 
feet, intreating his mercy, for the unfortunate remains of fo flourifli- 
ing a city. After a torrent of reproaches, nadir gave orders for the re- 
call of his foldiers. 

This carnage lafted from eight in the morning till three in the after- 
noon ; about four hundred of the Persians were killed, but of the citi- 
zens not left than one hundred and ten thouftnd. All the jewellers and 
goldfmiths fliops were plundered, and many of them let on fire. Private 
houfes had no better fortune : and the palaces of the great partook of the 
t common 

F DlMtiE Js reprelentcd to be a \ ery large city i Becaufcoriis treaTonablc cor- 

rcfpoiK^ence. uhich tj fuppofed to bate been a nsomc to tbe imndon 

VoL. JV. ’ Z 
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1739. common ruin. Next morning the inhabitants were ordered, under the 
fcverefl penalties, to bury their dead. Thefe unhappy people had not 
even time to diftinguifli the mahommedans- from the pagans: the latter, 
however abominable to muffulmen, even after death, were either tumbled 
into one common grave, or confirmed together in funeral piles,, after the 
manner of the pagans^ ' 

As to thofe who were fhut up in houfes, numbers of their bodies- were > 
not brought out for burial till after nadir*s departure : what ‘horrid fpec- 
tacles they were then, the refledion is fliocking to humanity*. Many 
who were jealous of their honour killed their wives, and then com- 
mitted murder on themfelves. Numbers were burnt in their houfes,. 
efpecially women and children 5 nor did the fword fpare even the infant 
at his mother’s breaft. Horror and defpair had plunged the inhabitants 
into fuch diftrefs,' that near ten thoufand women threw themfelves into? 
wells 1 of thefe,! fome were afterwards taken out alive^ 

'When the daughter began, the mob who had been the apparent occa- - 
fion of it difappeared, and left the innocent to fuffer. The leading peo- 
ple of this fatal tumult had been fo infatuated, as to think that a mob 
might e'ffeift what the imperial army of India bad hardly any chance of 
' executing : feveral of thefe were taken prifoners, among whom was sattd 
NEA2 KHAN i NIZAM AL MULUCK and the vizir pleaded hard for him, 
but in vain j nadir ordered his belly to be ripped open, and in this, 
deplorable, manner he expired,. 

The prifoners brought before the pjerstan king amounted to feveral? 
thoufands j of thefe the greateft part were women, of whom many, con- 
trary to the difeipline he had eflablifiied, and contrary to the facred rights, 
of humanity, had upon this occaGon fuffered the mofl infamous treat- 
ment. Nadir ordered them to be conduced to their rcfpedlive houfes, 
where they retired in circumftances of the deepeft'diftrefs. 

The 

* One reniari.aWe incident happened of a certain man who burnt twenty women of his family 
and then Ending that die foldicrs had miffed his houfe, went oat to acquaint them he had large effefts.;. 
thefe the foldiccs took, bat left him imhut^ upoa.wiuch be murdered bimfclf.- 
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The amount of the lofs in houfts, eiJeiSs and ilches, in fo rich a 
city, muft have been very confiderable : but in fuch a confufion, it is 
probable many valuable things were loft. Large fums were brought into 
itADiR’s treafury j and the booty which the Persian foldiers referred to 
themfclves, as afterwards appeared, was ‘very important. 

Before the maflacre at dehlie, a party of the Persian forces had been 
fi-nt to feize the cannon at the palaceof an Indian lord. Thefe had been 
alfo treacheroufly fet upon and murdered, by a body of tartar .mo- 
CHOLS". Nadir being informed of tbjs accident, fent a barge detach- 
ment, who fell upon thofe people and flaughtered near Gx thoufand of 
them. The Persians brought away the ordnance, together with three 
hundred perfons of the chief rank among them. Nadir cauied the 
heads of thefe immediately to be ftruck off, and their bodies to be 
thrown into the retee ". 

After this, a proclamation was made, that all perfons Ihould purfiio 
their employments, and that none of the Persian foldiers fliould hurt or 
moleft them. To prevent the ordinary confequejjccs of fuch calamities, 
NADIR gave orders that the granaries fliould be fealed up “, and guards 
fet over them. He alfo commanded fevcral parties of cavalty 'to in- 
veft the city, that no perfon might go out of it without a particular li- 
cenfe. Many whom hunger and mifery induced to leave this dreadful 
fcene, were arrefted by the Persian guards, who cut off their ears or 
nofes. 

So fevere a condudl was foon followed by the diftreft of many thou- 
fands, who had been plundered of tlieir money and effeAs; for provilions 
were become exceflive dear. The people who were not the proper in- 
habitants of the city applied to nadir shah, chufing rather to die by a 
fpcedy cffeil of his anger, than to perifli more flowly with hunger. 
Thefe went to him in a body, and in tears of anguifli and diftrefs proftratcd 
themfelves, and begged for bread. Even the cruel nadir was touched with 

' z 2 

• Thefe arc called MocHaa rouR*. * The nrer of oaliLll * “ t-e 

TERaiA -a ivcll as R 05 S 1 A, the fcahoE ap doors by mcatis cf aha of Enha aah fc—c bees r'A* 
.mprefled with a fcal, is loohcd opoa mcic lacred thaaaoi loci.. 


1739. 



739 - 


j8o ■ THE HISTORY OF ^ Part IV. 

their misfortunes, and gave them liberty of retiring to tei^id-abad, in 
order to buy provifions. ' . 


CHAP. XXIII. 

Male adminijlration of riza kouli aiyrza, regent of Persia. Rebels 
lion of the arabs againjl the Persian government. ConduB of the 
PERSIAN embajjador at Constantinople. 

D uring this fcene of mifery and devaftation at dehlie, Per- 
sia ftiU groaned under a tyrannical government. Riza kouli 
iVYRZA the regent, by pra£lifing all the arts of cruelty and extortion, 
foon incurred the hatred of the people. In order to cover his ra- 
pacious avarice, he took the Ipecious name of a merchant : thus he ar- 
liitrarily monopolized the raw filk on his own terms,, and obliged the 
manufadlurcrs to talce it of him again at the price he was pleafed to im- 
pofe. In the vanity of his heart he wrote to his father, to acquaint him 
that he had gained a million five hundred thoufand crowns without 
doing wrong to any man. Nadir, jealous of fuch extraordinary abilities 
in his fon, defired him to explain himfelf. Riza kouli anfwered, that 
he had tuined merchant, and obtained it by commerce, of which he 
fent him a certificate *. ^ 

The SHAH, who was not to be eafily impofed on, reprefented to him 
the injurous confequences of fuch proceedings •, that if he had fo great a 
pafiion for trade, a fifhery ^ (liould be appointed him, from whence he 
might draw a confiderable profit, without invading any property, or di- 
minifhing the advantages which belon^d to fair traders, by whom na- 
tions 

75o,coo * This certificate of his fiur dealing uas mdeed teftified by the mcrchsnts of ^ 

KEsiiD, but It «as obtained by compulJIvc means, through the interpofition of his principal agent 
HAnciUB 6 AO nun. T At a tune when the fuccefs of the herring filhery feems to bofu- 

fpeflcd by jnapy, it may be worth while to refleft on this advice cf narir. tHAii, his no^cn feenns 
to mfe from reafon and nature, without difasurfe or aigument , for fifti is fo finall an axuds of the 
food of tre PExsiAAj, that « feems jixangc that SAOt& Ihould ftumblc on the thought. 


2 . 
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tions are enriched. Upon the whole, he was fo much diTpieafed at hi's 1750, 
fon’s adminiftration, that he lent a decree, confirming all governors and 
magillratcs in their pofts, till he Ihould return from zndia. This inci- 
dent was fo contumelious a reproach to the prince, that it laid the foun- 
dation of his rebellion, as we fhall have occafion to relate. 

The PERSIANS rejoiced at the fuccefs of their king over the Indian 
monarch; and the value of the riches taken irom that prince Mere re- 
prefcnted as ineftimable. What tended to flatter them into the hopes of 
HALCYON days, was the arrival of a mellenger, who brought a decree • 
from NADIR SHAH, which exempted them from taxes for a whole year, 
to commence from the tenth of march. The officers, who had begun 
to colledl the money, were ordered, to refund ; which they performed 
accordingly. 

Amidft all thefe rapid vidtories, Persia was not free from alarms. 

Some of her fubjedls in the fouth took the advantage of the shah’s ab- 
fence, and threw off their yoke. Nadir had ordered feven of his lliips 
to be prepared in the Persian gulph, for fome expedition which he 
had meditated *: the Persian commander took this occafion tofeizethe 
barks belong'iig to the iioules, a tribe of arabs, and would not permit 
any of them to crofs the ftreiglit of ormus. This gave occafion for a 
revolt, in which the Persian fiiips were taken by thefe Arabians, and 
fcveral of them burnt. 

Taghi khan, the governor of shir vss, foon after embarked a great 
number of men in fmall veffels'*, and went to chaflile the rebels. In 
the mean time the mascats, another tribe of the ar.ib-, fitted out 
fcveral fliips, apprehending a vifit from tlie persi.vns. Their fears 
were foon removed, for the iiounrs were an over-match for their 
enemies; the PERSIAN forces were repuhed, with the lofs of near two 
tlioufimd of their men. 'rliis event however encouraged tlic im.vn * ot 

XIASCAT, 

• 'lla IS cstlcsl ssAOAu Fismas, wV cH IS » fisrac RiTcn It b> fom", I to be raore 

prppcr to INDIA • Jm faiJ ihcy w«c RicnJei^ to fa J rc-nJ, aoJ go up, tic i-aci, to 

carry troops tojon tfir anry, vsluch was cn the mark-Hto i iuia , 1 «\/ praclicatle tlu fcigut I', I 
c.no<M detenn DC Wc are lo'd alsxandbi came a!o vn tie J TarTsT^s-sj. 

* Iliccliicfof the Aa ASIANS oa tic oppoi eC4c of lie gu’fh 
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IM39. MASCAT, to accept the offer of a defenfive alliance with the houles, in 
order to fupport their mutual liberty, againft all attempts of the Per- 
sians. 

But the greateft uneafineff was created by the Turks. Nadir, not- 
withftanding his great diftance, endeavoured to poffefs them with the 
terror of his arms ; that they might not take advantage of his abfence to 
make a peace with the Russians and invade Persia. He fent two em- 
baffadors to them from Kandahar, of whom the laft, mahommed riza 
khan, arrived at Constantinople in hovewber laft year) and in the 
beginning of the next month was admitted to an audience of the grand 
lignior. The khan affured his liighnefs in the moft elegant and exalt- 
ed terms, “ That his mafter, the shab, had the greateft defire to live 
“ in perfeft amity with him ; but that the means of doing this was to 
'• yield up diarbekir, in the fame condition it was in during its fubjcc- 
" tion to the Persian empire''. He alfo pretended to the upper arjie- 
“ NiA : and further infifted that the grand iignior fhould renounce his alU- 
“ ance with the great mogholj that tlie new fortifications made at 
“ iiAGDAT, fmce the provifional treaty of peace, concluded three years 
“ before,' Qiould be demolilhed; and that the Persian caravans Ihould 
“ have every where a free paffagc in the dominions of the ottoman 
“ empire.” 

Thefe demands appearing capricious as well as infolent, the Turk- 
ish ralnlllers, though they dreaded a war with Persia, feemed by no 
means dlfpofed to comply with them ; on the contrary, they declared that 
the grand fignior would make a peace with the emperor of tlie romans, 
and the emprefs of Russia, and engage in a frelli war with Persia, rather 
tlian fubmit to liich diftionourable conditions. What added to the di- 
ftrefe of the port, was the rebellion of saue ben oclou in natolia. 
Nadir might flatter himfelf into a belief of felling Iiis friendfliip for 
foms very valuable confidcration ; but his intcreft was to keep the 
TURKS deeply engaged in a war with Russia ; that Co he might find them 

the 

* Tht cOuWjy US, fctnjcily pin of VEsoroTAUIJi, anj the acticnt boendarr of die Lmedcn 

of Alt! AU. 
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the more weakened, when he fliould return to fill up the meafure of his 1739. 
viflones'over them. 

Nadir alfo lent an emhaflador to the court of sT. Petersburg, with 
whicli he liad a more natural intereft : that cour't was alfo very ienCble 
how little his friendfliip was to be depended on , however, it was fome 
fatisfadion that he was very far from having entered into any clofe con- 
neftion with the Turks, tho’ he was not engaged in a war with them. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

Nadir ghe! hn foUien a gratuity. Contribution of Auom brought to- 
DEHLIE. SiKBULCiND KHAN appointed chief coHeSor of the contribu- 
tion. His dedal alien to nizam al mulvck. Barbarous treatment of 
the INDIANS in coikSiing the contributions. Tbs value of the treafure 
colleSed. 

W E return now to india, to lie how the mighty ravager con- 
dudled hitnfelf after fpilling fo much innocent blood : we fliall 
find that his avarice was in no relpedls inferior to his cruelty, Thefe 
indeed are vices twin-born from the regions of darknefs, and incrcafe in 
malignity in proportion to the power by which they arc fupported, 

N ADiR being now mailer of vaft treafures, paid his army their aaears 
and in order to encourage them to bring in their plunder, he added a 
gratuity alfo. Thefe payments were made in his own coin, which was 
llruck upon this occalion, with this inilription : 

“ Nadir the mailer of fortune, and the king of kings, is the moil 
" powerful prince of the eartli."' 

The reverfe was : 

“ May God perpetuate his reign."' 

The 

* TwcUc moacHi pay fot laocro men, at lie onliiuiy compnaaon ti 3,400,000/ b.t ii J* 
probable that the nchea he fojed at cabvl, enablci bat, to pay hit army on the occaaoa ot hia 
tabirg tlut plaae , aial coaTeq-cally he Ad not near fo Urge a font oa ihia owaCen. 
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Tlic great bufmefs was tbp coUedlion of thofe vaft fums, which na* 
OiR exacted of the great mogbol and his fubjeds, T^hmas khait 
had been charged to watch over the condud of saadit khan. Thi» 
INDIAN general' had accepted the commiffion of-CompeUing his country-r 
men to deliver up their riches, agreeably to the refpedive quotas to be 
Jevied'on them: upon his deceafe, Ids nephew, aiahomai.ed khan, was 
called upon to deliver in an account of all his uncle’s effects, which 
amounted to a million flerling^ Great part of this was brought from 
his government, under aa efcort of a tlioufand Persian horfe : but the 
fum was two hundred and fifty thoufind pounds lliort of what saadit 
KHAN had engaged to pay. 

SiRBUl-LiND KHAN, already mentioned as the perfon by.whofe inter- 
ceflioa the maflacre was (lopt in fiis quarter, though poor, was much re* 
fpeded V the corruptions of the court had not tainted his integrity. Na- 
um cKcufcd Uuti from paying any tax himCelf, as knowing his inability ; 
but thefe very reafons rendered him worthy of the greateft truftj hence 
he was appointed to coUedt from other people the free gift^, and contri- 
bution His age and infirmities in fome meafure obflrudted bis vigi- 
lance: NADia therefore acquainted him, that if he meant to avoid the 
weight of his anger, he would do well to exert himfelf. Two hundred 
foldicrs were afiigned him as a guard in the execution of this office. Pic 
was alfo charged to oblige all perfons in public employment ^ to produce 
all the hoifcs, camels, and elephants, belonging to the crown, that pro- 
per choice might be made of them for the ufc of the pcraian army.' 

This KHAN faw to what extremities he muft reduce the people in the 
execution of this dangerous commiffion : it is fome confolation however 
to honcfl men under fuch circum’ftanccs, that they may. alleviate a mif- 
fortunc, and execute their charge with humanity ; when a perfon of a 
different character would aggravate' the evil, and render it Aill a heavier 
weight to the calamitous. Sir- 

1 ule Uicicimj graeral ar<J Itnlsj ucr^ laaiare fam.rar a-.<l rre^haucal, ard comcv, I thjok', 
a thaa the tHU(AS risve*. It may however Lc proper to reraaik, that xahos or 

>A\o» a tic otdiCir>- ulc gnea the ouka» or maiA.'f lordi w.ho are gaverr.oaj kaIi iig- 
*»*» fapporeuaila audih. 

* Uv..k of nif*a, at a^e ioJhoa ftcrlji*. The fuoi promjfcJ a crore or ico lAckt, 
•«J to I, .50,50-0/. • Thatheycilitbe ►mucuiH. , ^ Tbi li c JkJ 

UctiATBA, «rE,{cedcc-unl).u3a. * Ma**i;soa»». 
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• Sihbullind khan faw to what extremities he muft* reduce the inha- 
bitants in the execution of this dangerous commiHionj but there was no 
remedy j t.^hmas khan and mustapha khan ^ preded him to enter 
upon the office afligned him. This old man, in the, fulnefs of his heart, 
iiddreffing himfelf to nizam al mu[.ucK, who was then pr^fent, Ipokc 
to ‘this eifea: ‘‘ I have long forefeen the misfortune which has over- 
“ taken us ; I often reprefented to the emperor the danger of an eafy 
“ fecurity, and defired him to fend a trufty embaflidor with Urge pre- > 
“ fents into Persia, to divert the florm which was breaking out on that 
fide. ' We miglit have appeafed the refentment of the shah, and liyed 
with him in friendfiiip : but the courtiers would not hften to iny ad- 
“ vice 5 they imagined tliat what I faid was only with a view to fbnie pri- 
“ vate intereft j and whllft they negleftcd to fecond my counfel, theypro- 
“ pofed no kind of expedient to avert the impending danger: at length/ 
** we fee to what a calamitous fflue things are reduced. 'For my own 
** part, had I been polTelTed of money, I would have fent it all to kan- 
“ DAKAR, rather than have given any provocation to the shah to have 
“ made fo extraordinary an expedifion. However, we have now no re- 
** raedy ; we mufl: raife the imraenfe fum of twenty crbres\ if the money 
is to be found, which God only can tcU whether it be pofliblc to raife 
“ under the prefent difirefied condition of the capital," 


Nizam al muluck made no reply to tbisfpeech. In whatever degree 
he was anfwerable for the misfortune, he faw too plainly the miflake he had 
committed, as the fum demanded of himfelf was no lefs than one crore and 
a half”. He, together with the vizir and devran khan, had received one 
crore“, which had been iflued out of the royal treafury for the military chefi, 
when they marched againft the Persians : of the two former nadir 
demanded an account of this fum; he alfo ordered them to fend to their 
^ refpedfive 


This was ihe man to whom I s\ai under fucb iiagubr obligation* in the carng shah 

III MARCH 1744. ^ Twenty five miUions of pound*. Thu was the fum which mzam 

At MULUCK after the battle of KARSAt had agreed to pay ihcsHAH, cxclufi'C of ihejc* s, go , 
plate, and other nch goods belonging to the emperor and tbc lords of his court ” t*^ 7 ® • 

9 j, 250,000/. 

Voi. IV Aa. , 
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refpedUve governments for all the treafure, belonging either to them^ 
felves or the crown. 

Nizam Ah aihluck rcprefented, that when he left deccan. he efla- 
blilhed his fon ,as his deputy, giving him poffeffion of all his effeas j 
that all the world knew his fon had refufcd to deliver up his govern- 
ment, and was no longer in his power ; that nadir himfelf was only- 
capable of reducing him and the rebeiiious princes of deccan. 

This anCwer, which was in fome degree true, ferved to divert the 
SHAH from purfiiing a point in its nature hardly praaicable. It was very 
plain he thought it unfafe to penetrate deeper into the country, left he 
Ihould never get out of it again. Kummir o’din khan, the vizir, was 
treated with greater feverity. He endeavoured to elude the payment of 
the large 'contribution demanded of him r nadir therefore cauftd hint 
to be expofed'openly to the tun, which is reckoned a punithment contu- 
melious as well as painful, and in that country dangerous to the health. 
At length, he extorted from him a whole crore of rupees °, betides a 
great value in precious ftones and elephants. His fecretary, who was alfo- 
a man of fortune, was taxed in a large fum, and delivered to sirbuleind 
KHAN, in order to be tortured. if he did not pay its however, he pre- 
vented this perfecution by a dofe of poifon. ^ 

A fum of money was now itTued out of tlie treafury for the charge of 
fifty horfemen, who were ordered to march to Bengal, with diredtions 
to the governor to fend feven crores of rupees a. The vakeel ’ of that 
kingdom, who was then prefent at dehlic, faid that fo much -money 
would load a ftring of waggons to reach from thence to the capital. 
Being fevercly beaten for his farcafm, he went liome, and revenged him- 
felf by taking poifon together -with his whole family. 

The INDIANS of diftinftion feem to have a great fenSbility of fuch in- 
dignities. The gentler treatment to which they had been accuftomed, 

gave 

* ^ ?,7 50,000/ I never beard thit he recuved asy mcnc)' fram tbence, 

tbo* ibe province ^vai a'anaed. The nches of oEiinte fceofid 10 fill up die mcafjrc of hu avance> 
i;rea: as >: was. t The licuicoaot j^ycr&or. 
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gave them very different impreffiona 'from what .the Persians received 17,,. 
in the like circumftances. ^ 

It is not eafy to conceive with what rigor thefe contributions, were 
levied; and what numbers deftroyed. themfelves with 'thejr own>. hands, 
to be delivered from the tortures and punifliments with which they were 
threatened. No barbarities were left unpradifed ; die ta.v impofed was 
ftriftly exafted, tho’ in the computationiof the refpedtive abilities of the 
inhabitants, numerous miftakes were made; befides, as there were no 
purchafers of their effedts, except the- Persians, hardly a quarter of 
their value^ was paid. The confequenceof this was, that many left their 
efeas and their famdies at the mercy of the Persians, and made their 
efcape to acbau adad. Here the governor received them, determined 
to refill any of the flying parties who fliould appear in hisdiftriA ; for 
which putpole he appointed fix thoufand horfe to proteift thofe who fled 
to him for Ihelter. ‘ 

Mean while ail the inhabitants of any confideration were obliged to 
declare under their hand-writing, .what money and elfefts they were pofj 
felled. of; that if it fliould be afterwards found they had concealed any 
thing, they might be puniflied with the utmoll feverity ; and in this pro- 
cefs a fufpicion was often deemed a proof. 

The commiffioners appointed for the coUeflion fat every day, from 
fun-rife till evening, during which time there was very little refpedl 
Ihewn to perfonsj At length, about the middle of aprie, the fum of 
four crores ' was extorted from the merchants and common people. In 
the royal treafuries were found three crores * of money ; but in the in- 
ward vaults, which h»d'bcen fliut during many reigns, they difeovered a 
much larger value b Nor mull we forget to mention the peacock throne, 
which was rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole 
of the treafure amafled upon this occallon, is ellimated as follows : 

A a 2 ' Jewels . 

'■ j, 000.000/ • 3 . 7 SO,oeo/. I The diftrent ttliaons «<: hive had of Iki! 

cxtriorihiiary rapine, are for the moR part upon the marvelous, and ftvtral untefi have fupered 
their miasinatioiu to travel much faRcr than their judgn^t. The moR probable account i^ucr 
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• Crores. 

Jewels taken from the great moghol 

and the Indian lords 

The peacock throne, with nine others, -j 

alfo feveral weapons and utenfils all s 9 — 
garniQied with precious ftones — j 
Gold and filver plate, and money, which! 

NADIR melted down into large ingots J 
To thefe we may add the rich manufac- 
tures of many kinds 

Cannon, warlike Acres, furniture, and 
other valuable commodities — 
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/. 

3 1,250,000 

11.250.000 

37.500.000 
2,500,000 
5,000,000 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Nadir marne: hit fiemd fin to the mece of mahommed shah. The 
prefinti he malet to that prince and the Indian hrdt. The great 
M ooiloL’i cefim cf all the country on the evefi of the Indus. Nadir’s 
ad-Me to that pnnee He begins hit march from dehlie, and mujlers 
I IS at my Value of the damage done rie Indians 


■^^HILST NADIR was thus glumng himfelf with treafures, he 
V V aftcacd to cftablitli a lafting fricndflnp with the great mo- 
GIIOL. With this view he demanded cambarche, the niece of that 
prince, 111 marriage for Ins fccond fon nesr ali myrza. Their nup- 
tials were accordingl) confummated on the ayth of march, with fome 
appearances of that fatisfaSion winch fuch alliances generally create in 




.btfe mho a Ctma, m I nntr conic to tic bottom of the metier 

£^.» mi^ioe. ^ I’ ““ Of thu fern, tlrniy 

tree m..ioe. t„ ^ ^ uiOier ‘ 
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the families of princes. Mahommed shah was in no circumftances to 1739, 
make his niece prefents fuitable to his own rank, or her condition , how- 
ever, he fent her fifty thoufand rupees in money and as much in 
jewels Nadir himfelf added to thefe the value of five hundred thou- 
fand rupees in jewels ^ ^ 

i 

It might be prefumed that this alliance was calculated for political 
ends, either to prcferve his authority over the h^dians, or to retain fomc 
part of his conquefl by right of dowry to the young princefs but tins 
was not the cafe. Nadir knew that he could not fupport ins fovereignty 
over fo vaft a country, and govern a people fo different in manner«, tho’ 
of a genius milder and more tractable than the Persians * by any au- 
thority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au- 
thority could be extended, he might rcafonably hope to fupport his con- 
queft, and farther than this, alliances by marriage could be of no fignifi- 
cation Befides, the marriages of mahommedan princes, who take 
feveral wives, ought to be conddered in a different light from ihofe of 
chnftian kings, tho’ it is a means fomctimes ufed among them, as well 
as chriflians, to confoUdatc their fnendfliips. , 

Perhaps nadir took this occa/ion to make the firfl mention of his* 
defire that the province of cabul, with all the country on the weAern 
banks of the indus, from the fort of attok, Aiould be }ielded to him. 

And what difficulty could the trembling monarcli of hindostan make, 
to abandon his right to thofe provinces, whilA he found hnnfclf m the 
hands of a conqueror, who confidcred it as an aft of clemency to grant 
him even his life ? 

During thefe tranfaftions in dehlie, the Persians marauded fpr thirty 
or forty miles round the capital, plundering the villages, laying waAe the 
fields, and killing the inhabitants who refifted Numbers of thefe were 
left without^any provender for their cattle, which added greatly to their 
diArefs 

t * Nadir, 

-6-’SQ/ I * Five lacks, or 6 «, 50 o/ » The Persian? arc polite 

and genJt m their deportment, and fubimlfive to their fupenors . but their tafte for arms, and thor 
repugnance^ to be ruled by a. tyran. and ufurper, hu been pio\ed fudiaeiLtly 
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Nadir, who was determined that due obedience fliould be paid to all 
his decrees, rcniembred that which related to the conformity of the 
acHiAS and sunnis , The faft and repentance, in commemoration of the 
death of imam iiassan, and iiiam hussein^ falling out m the month 
of MARCH, he caufed it to be proclaimed, that no perfon whatever, eithec 
of his own army, or of the fiil^e&s of the great moghol, Ihould 
prefume to mention the words tazia'oc matim’. This however 
did not hinder, but that fome of his own foldiers, in the camp without 
the city, beat their breads, and made lamentations according to their 
former cudom , for which they were feverely punilhed. 

The feene was now drawing neat a clofe ; the grandeur of a great 
prince and a conqueror called on nadir for lome aids of generolity^ 
Thofe JNDiAN lords, who had been employed in ufing their induence 
and authority to, colleit the vad tteafures he had amaded, ,were inlitlcd 
to fome regard, tho’ it ufere but a mark of honour. 

For thefe, forty-two prefents ‘ were provided, confiding each of three, 
four, or five pieces of gold or filver dufifs, according to their relpedlive 
ranks. Thofe appointed for nizam ae muluck, sirbuilind khan,, 
the great vizir, kummir o’din khan ', and mahommed khan eun- 

OUSH, 

y The tHO fons of Att often meouoned ■ Signifies roourning * Death 

^ Thefe are called khalast* which properly Cgoific) pciici^ or accoxn^Idhcd • arobe of honourt 
g\eabyihe king SceVol ill page 4 j * Signifies the moon of rehgton. They 

tell a rcnurkable ftory of th s perfon, woh rdotion to hu fon PEDV.eoot*i kuam, who d {appeared 
at CAeNAti and le was rcafonable to prefume fill m the field of battle Soon after this tune, the 
AAiAU of rEiviA met a}OJng man in the habit of a ozavisir, whom he look to be BEoxsoDin 
KHAM, wht^e perfoT was well known 10 him The rajah having a great fncodCiip for the tizir, 
fent an eap.ers to court, to icform that m Didcrof tlejojful new* that hit fon was found In the mean 
while, the yourg nun wai rcccitcd by the rajah with theutnio I politcncfii and aiTefbon, and cloath* 
ed m the ncheQ mai ncr, agreeable to hii hippoTcd (^oahty The \ air was tranfported with joy at 
the newt, and rccciscd the comptimeius of hu fneodi upon tLt happy oceafion Orders were dif* 
patched imnicduixly to the rajah, to fend Uicfappofed foa to court} a nch palarkin was prepared, 
and mounted on an eJepharr, and lb- young man was conveyed with great pomp by fivo hundred* 
horfe atfaraa acbarasao, where be was tectised with great marks of diflmaicnby the foldiers 
and doncflics, V, lorn the sisir Iwd fent to meet bun hrom thence he wui coedaOed to the cajH 
fJ The young man wat no foooer arnved tbc.e, than tie vuir received him witli open ana», and 
over him Uxc t ars of joy and paurcal aSc&ioa the rcfcmbUccc was fo grear, that the vizir 

a 1 enicxLuisd 
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GUSH, an, indJaH general,' who had alto been of great fervice to’ the 
PERSIAN monarch, were much more confiderable, confiding of three 
rich veftments, a turbant, with'a Persian fibre and knife, the handles 
of which were mounted with gold,' and enameled. This ceremony was 
performed on the firll: of may, and all the omras were ordered to at- 
tend at the general divan, where mahommed shah their own fovereign 
was prefent : they were alfo entertained with the morning’s repaft"'.’' 

Upon this occafion, the great moghol himfelf received marks of 
the friendthip of the Persian monarch, viz. a crown, a bracelet', a 
fillet and a girdle richly fet with jewels. To thefe were added an en- 
amelled dagger and two fwords, the handles of which were fet with 
jewels. Nadir shah with his own hand placed the crown on the 
great moghge’s head, as if he ’meant to figniiy, that to his arm the 
INDIAN monarch was indebted for his dominions He alfo declared 
with an imperious air, which at once argued his contempt of the In- 
dians, and die mod lofty conceit of his own power, that if the lords of 
the court wetejOmiflive m their duty, he would call them to fevere ac- 
count , that they ought to confider him always as near, fince he could 
be with them in forty days from kandauar. r 

Whether 


entertained not the leaA jeatoufy, but imagined his fu^poted iba Jelled, when h& declared in the* 
fame manner be had done co the rajah, that he was not sedrbddjh rhaiM ' The delufion was 
earned (b far, that he nas introduced to the itarmin, and pr^leoted to hts Tuppofed mother His 
counicnatjce, his flacure, his voice and air, perfoaded thu lady allb that he was her Ton , but as he- 
ilill perMed tliat be uas not,, her cunohty laduccd her to exainme his body, as bedreodin kuaN 
had a mark in a particular place What pen can defenbe her forroW and confuAon, when ihe dif- 
coi ered that he was not her fon I The indigoity of a flranger being brought to het apartment aggra* 
vated the misfortune , whilfk the young man eorophuicd of their incredulity, by compelling him to 
Cibmit to fuch an extremity Under thefe circumftances, the viair offered to adopt him as his fon, 
and by that means jt once wipe off the ilain,.and enjoy Come part of the plcafures of a father, m 
the fociety of one who fo much tefembled bu real Ibo But neuher was this praflicable, for tlm 
true fatlicr of this young man, who thought he had lofl him, was no fooner informed of the adven- 
ture, than he reclaimed his fon, with the joy that is natural to a tender parent ^ Th» ^ 

we may call either bxeakfaft or dinner, as tliar cuUom is not to eat tiU about 1 1 o’clock, after which 
the p£|tfiAHs only cat once more in the day. See / page zzg * Which, 

the INDIANS call batoubono ' This they call a sirpsach, which is wore rou id tie 

turbant pcr*bn$ of great dilbnflion generally have them ILt witi pwaoui ftones. * Which. 

the INDIANS calLcUTTAR&l, 
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Whether any particular ceremony was performed upon the moghol’s 
yielding up the Indian dominions which nadir claimed, does not ap- 
peal , but this Teems to be the proper place to mention the extraordinary 
ceffion made to the Persian king, which was as follows : 

“ iVIay God perpetuate the reign of nadir shah, who is exalted as 
‘‘ SATURN^, in glory like mars*, in pomp like aeexander , Ibve- 
reign of the kings of the earth ; the fliadow of the Almighty, and 
“ the refuge of islam ’, whofe court is the heavens 

“ The minifters " of the fultan, who is merciful, and the emperor, 

** who is auguft, formerly fent embailadors to us to treat of certain de- 
“ niands, with which it was our purpofe to comply. The embaflador 
■' MAIIOMMED KHAN TUBKUMAN, not long lince arrived here from 
“ KANDAHAR to remind us thereof; but our minifters having delayed 
“ the embiffador, and poftponed anfwcring the letters of his fublime 
“ majefty, it at length, produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, 
“,tbat his viftorlous aimy came into hindostan. We encountered in 
“ the fields of karnae, wliere vidory arofe in the eaft of his 'unde- 
“ dining fortune 

“ As his fublime majefty is mighty as jujisheid the greateft of the 

turrujians, and the fource of goodnefs as well as valour; relying 

on 

Satvrn is 87,000 miles diflant from the cirth , hence, tho’ it appears fo fmall, aflronomers 
mention it as menty untes the diameter of the earth The ring, which furrounds his middle like 
an arch, contains forty five diameters of the earth How does the mfnd labour to reach the \all 
capanfc , jart is ao: this more to mfimte fpacc than a moment to eternity • * There is alfo 

a tomparifon made With mars, >iz. ** impetuous as the god of war *' but this feems to be drop* 
pmg the figure with regard to mars as a p'anct. Being placed bcUveen jupiter and the suJ-* 
It might imply poiver and g'ory_^ Itsstrue, amercaptmearmg might ht\e been cloaked, if the 
I'.DJAY or PERSIAN aftrologcrs agreed with thofe of Europe, with regard to the appearances of 
MARS, with a ruddy troubled light, fuppofed to be cncompofied with a cloudy atmofphcrc j if 
they had dated under the notion of a panegyric to tdl a bold truth. v wnters 

hate tranOated this, “ the fecond aiexavoer,” and from ihcncc make many remarks on the 
fuppofed model which NADIR followed, though his monies feem to have been lery different from 
that of the ORyciAU hero, * By this is meant the true faith. ■ It is hard to 

fay which of thefe three compliments u the gteateft bombaft, or the moft ill applied » As 

they often ufe the third perfon plural , when they fpcak of prmces, they alfo exprefs an awful re*; 
fpeft, not by afcnbiog their aflions to their miniftcn, but fublbtuting the inftrumcnt for the agent. 
• This was one of the antient kings ofpfiRsiAi remarkable for great power. 


5 



Chap. XXV. ' NADIR' SHAH. 

** on bis honour, we had the fatlshaion of an interview," and enjoyed 
•' the unmLtcd delights of his heavenly company. After this we came 
“ together to shajehan abad e, where all the jewels and treafures of the 
emperors of hindostan « were prefented to him: and, in compliance 
“ with our requeft, his fublime majeily was gracioufly pleafed to accept 
“ of fome of them. 

“ But in regard to the illuftrious family of jurghin and the honoui 
heprofelTes for the original tree of Turk an ", out of the greatnefs of 
'■ his foul, and the overflowings of his humanity, he has been pleafed 
“ to relVore to us the crown and gem of uikdostan. 

“ In confideration of this aft of generofity, which no father has ever 
“ (hewn to a fon, not any brother to a brother, we make over to him 
“ all the countries to the weft of the river attok', and of tliat of 
“ sciND “, and NAtA sunkra ", which is a branch of the scind. That 
is to fay, pEtsuoR with its territories, the principality of cabul and 
“ GAZNA, HAZARijAT, the inountainous refidences of the Afghans, 
“‘'with the caftlcs of buckhor, sunkor *, and kh'oudabad ; the palTes, 

“ territories, and abodes of the tchoukis and ballouches, with the 
“ whole province of iTata : alfo the caftle of ram j the towns of 
“ CHUN, suMAWALr, and ketra, with all the caftlcs, towns, ports, 

" villages, and open countiy, from the firft rife of the river attok, 

“ with all the country comprehended within its branches^ till it empties 
“ itfelf into the fea at nala sunkra. 

“ TJiefe we freely give up to the dominion of tlie powerful Ibvereign 
“ of PERSIA, and from hence forward dur officers and fubjefts fli.i!l 
“ evacuate the fame, and refign the property and government to the pek- 

“ SIAN 

P Dehlib. 'India ' This word i* IbaietiinES Mrote gourcan . Jjot tiey 

both equally allude iotemur beg or Tamerlane, of whom the Indian enipctors arcdelcended 
* 7 fit alio I uulcfllanJ to allude to tasierlane. ' I have already obierved that this is 

part of the isous " Part of the eounlty on the weft of the in dgs often goes under tho 

dcnonunation, as svdl althe Indus iiftif " This is Ibractimes called hale sencure, 

which teems lo be the itland between the indls and wlut on lisle caiis the met diiitade. 

» This is fomcnincs wrote see is 

VoL. IV. B b 
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“ SIAN king, to be difpofed of at his pleafure. We renounce all out 
“ right to command, controul, or colledt revenues, in any of thofe do- 
“ minions. But the caftle and town of lohee bender, with all the 
“ country to,the,eaftwar4 of the river attok, and of the waters of the 
sciND,„and nala sunkea, (hall, as before, belong to the empire of 
“ HiNDOSTAN. Dated at shajehanadad ' the fourth of aiohirrim,, 
“ Jija’'.”, , , 

This acquifition of dominion was an objed; of no lefs confequence; 
than all the treafures of which nadir robbed the moghod, particularly 
the province of peishor; if we may judge from the great revenues which 
he drew from that conqueft : nor was there any other danger of his lofing 
it, than what naturally arofe from the circumftances of his own govern- 
ment. The feat of the Persian empire, which he had eftablilhed in 
KHOR.ASAN, was alfo calculated for the fupport of his conqueft, had pro- ' 
vidence permitted him to eftablifli.by the arts of peace, what he had 
thus acquired' by the fword. But as the great moghol became a prey 
to NADIR by the' fault of too great gentlenefs ; fo nadir’s excefs of fe- 
verlty neceffarily rendered him odious, and confequently haftened his fall 
with a more prodigious ruin. 

' • ’ • r 

Nadir had'now returned the Indian diadem to the legal poflcfl'or, 
feemlngly with a'rauch greater indift'erence, than Alexander reftored 
to poRus, the kingdom which he had conquered ftom him, with an ad- 
ditional territory, Mahommcd shah was not indeed an objeG of jea- 
loufy, as he feemcd no ways inclined to war, or to commence any 
future cpnteftt whereas porus fignaiized himfelf in military atchiev- 
ments, ^ Alexander indeed abandoned india entirely ; probably becaufe 
he could not keep it, and therefore can claim the lefs meric : nadir re- 
tained a confidcrable lhare of his conqueft, on a prefumption that he 
could keep it. Shall we fay that honour or generofity was concerned in 
cither cafe? Little more than what arifes from the virtue which is paflive,. 
hecaufc there is no temptation or inclination to offend. 

Nadir 


J 9dof APRIL, 1733^ 



Clwp.xxv, nadir ‘SHAH, ' 

Nadir being how prepircd to nnroh-baek into his ovvo'ccmitry, 17,0, 
tgok occtfioii.to give a leffon of advice to the 'great moghol ; and 
iind?r the cloak of friendfliip, to recommend fuch a conduiR as^ tended 
iDoft to the fecurity of the new conqueft, which had been juft'yielded 
to him, It is faid he fpoke to' this effea : “ You ougiit by all means to 
“ take pofleffion of the lands afllgned for the fupport of your governors % 

“ and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
“ your treafuries. Let none of them keep any ibreej of their own : you 
“ will then have the'lefs occafion for a' numerous Handing army; how- 
“ ever, you ought to fupport a body of fixty’thoufand choice cavalry, 

** at the annual expence of fixty rupees * each. Every ten men ought to 
“ haye one corporal ^ every ten corporals one captain ', and every ten cap- 
“ tains one commander of a tlioufandk Acquaint yourfelf with the coun- 
" try, family, and name of all your ofiicers, with their refpedlive merits and 
“ inclinations. Never fuffer either them or the common foldiers to’ be idle . 

“ orinaftive. When occafion requires, detach a fufficient number of your 
“ troops under the command of a brave, faithful, and experienced ofli- 
“ cer; but rvhen he has executed his bufinefs, recall him. By this 
“ means you will have the lefs to fear, with regard to the confequences 
" of too great a power. 

* “ As to the great ofiicers of your court,' be careful in your choice of 
“ Jjjenv and do not jirefer thofe who are artJul, ambitious, or felf' 

“ interefted. Were I to chufe them, they would fhew you very lit- 
“ tie refpedl: in my abfence; but you may depend, if any of them 
“ prove rebellious, I will fend to cliaftife them. If necefliiry, I can be 
“ with you myfelf in forty days from kandahar % and, never reckon 
“ me far off.” 


This advice feemed to be in fome meafurc agreeable to nadir’* own 
maxims of government ; tho’, the frontiers which he had to guard required 
, B b 2 ,, 

» T^cfe are called ;aouik 5, or lands appoiotcd for payment of the liJIarci of the ftlpcflive go- 

^ernors, which naturally gHcs them a hind of fovereignty, by cbUcAiog the taxes, and coaverung , 
them to thar own ufe The advice here feems to be very juft » Sixty rupees, or y / lO/. 

IS but 30 crovvnsof fExaiA, whereas hadiji’s foldicrt coft Img too crowns, including o,S«rs-AB«A 
fervuudc fs cheaper in ihpia. ^ bashi. 


fomc^lmcs called mimcashi 


' SuDiVAt.. ^ Hazarhi* 

* The dirtascc » computed between 7 and Sco mile;- 
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rcRsiA. His intentions were to build a city after the model of dehlie, a 
draught of which he carried with him. This new city was propofed to 
be called NADIK ABAnf; which at the fame time that it tranfniitted his 
own name to pofterity, might remain a monument of his conqueft in 
INDIA, and of his viftory obtained over the great moghoe. He allow- 
ed thefe artificers large pay, and provided them with horfes and other 
neceflaries for their journey : he alfo agreed, that after the expiration 
of three years, they Ihould be at liberty to return home. However this 
defign might flatter his vanity, it was never carried into execution : part 
of thefe INDIANS deferted before they reached eahos, and the continual 
wars in which he was afterwards engaged diverted the thought of this 
ptojeaj. after his return into Persia. ‘ 

Befides the jewels, gold, filver, and other valuables already mentioned, 
he took with him near three hundred ‘ elephants, ten thoufand horfes, 
and'as many camels, of which many were lo.aded with fpoil. Molf of 
the gold and filver was melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs 
of camels, horfes and mules. If we reckon one half part of the thirty 
ctotes “ already mentioned to be in gold, and the other la filver, ac- 
cording to the ordinary computation of loads, even for common journies in 
PERSIA, would require five tlioufand feven hundred camels, and two thou- 
fand and fifty horfes and mules h The manufadtures, furniture, and war- 
like weapons, it may be prefumed, would require a much greater number. 

It is computed that the houfes and goods defttoyed by fire, and the 
fields which were laid wafie, amounted to near twenty crores we may 
therefore rechon upon the whole, that this Persian ravager fpoiled the 
' INDIANS of above one hundred and twenty millions of pounds. 

As 

I The city of SADIS. s Some accounts Ciy he tool, a thoufand elephants, which 

fcenis to be much too greet n number to have been coUcGcd, or to be of any ufc. Thefe anunals 
indeed carry large burthens i but except >c be for aitdkry and fuch lil.e ufes, camels, horfes, and 
mules, anfwcr the purpofe better. This is a lou^livei anunul. and. }ct f could never hear that 
there were fiich numbers m peasia s the number ta the camp dul not teach to thirty, and thofc 
which UADta-fenc Into TuuKEVaud uussiAdidnotescccd twenty. , ^ 

r This rev tew of the matter would tempe one to believe that the treafute was nut of Cjctnimpor- 
tance, though we may prefurae that it was a larger tum than cv^r was coltefled in one treafury . 
nor ISK of coufetiueacc, fince whatever tt vfas, s; is dUEpated. c “ hv.cco.ooo/. 
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As to the number of fouls who were plunged into eternity upon this 
unhappy occafiou, they are not reckoned lefs than two hundred thoufand j 
of whom fell between labor and karnal, in the battle, and a few 
days afterwards, forty thoufand; in the maflacre one hundred and ten 
thoufand ; in the tillages, and thofe who died by famine, fifty thoufand.. 
We will now leave the Inmans to repair by induftry and commerce, the 
havock created by their avaricious enemy, and follow nadir in his march. 


CHAP. XXVI. 

Nadir continues bis snarch from the gardens of shalijiar. An infance 
of bis vanity and avarice. His cruelty towards numbers of the feafants. 
Contribution of lahor. His pajfage over the chantrou obflruSicd, 
He returns back towards labor. Confederacy of the Afghans and 
INDIANS to oppofe bis pajfage through the dejiles. Re feizes the plunder 
belonging to bis own foldiers. His march to peishor. Khudayar 
KHAN refufes to acknowledge the fovereignty of nadir, and is reduced. 
Nadir purfues his march to Kandahar. He fends his treafures to 
K.ELAr, and conquers iimEyti and ssoimAXiu, ' 


T he neceflary difpolitions being made, on the'fixth of may 
NADIR purfued bis march from the gardens of shalimar, diredt- 
ing his courfe to the plains of karnal, where the Indians fitft owned 
him as their conqueror. According to the ordinary confequence of v.ifl: 
poffeflions, the precautions he took, feemed to argue a greater in- 
quietude for the prefervation, than he had flievvn folicitude for the ac- 
quifition, of his riches. 


When he arrived on the plains of karnal, he font for the chief of 
the town of that name, and commanded him to build a village on the 
fpot he had incamped, and to call it by the name of fateh adad”: for 
this purpofe, it is faid, he gave him five thoufand rupees. It is not im- 
probable. that an inclination to continue the memory of his vidlory, might 


t ZSUIDAK. 


induce 

*» SisoiSc* ttc habjuuon of viftoiy. 
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induce him to be at this expence; but this fum of 600/. is fo very in- 1739. 
confiderable, that it plainly proves how ftrong the palEon of avarice be- 
came in his breaft amidft fuch vafl riches. 

As the army was marching, the peafants watched their opportunities 
to plunder or kill the foldier^, who were fent out to provide necefTarics j 
they alfo pillaged the exterior parts of the camp in the night, infomuch 
^that the Persians loft above a thoufand camels, horfes, and mules, be- 
fore they reached taniseer. The shah, enraged at this behaviour, 
gave orders for plundering that town, and putting the inhabitants to the 
fvvord. Other towns and villages fuffcred the fame fate : By this ftep he 
intended to terrify the people into compliance, fince he could not by 
^any other means engage them to fupply his army. j 

As'zekariah KHAN, the govcmor of labor, had made his fubmif- 
fions to NADIR, when he pafTed through the province of penjab in his 
way to DEHLiEj it was apprehended that the inhabitants had nothing 
to fear ; but as foon as the khan heard of the mailacre at dehlie, and 
of the feventy with which the contributions had been exa<fted in that 
city, he forefaw the ftorm that was gathering. Refolving therefore not 
to be taken at a difadvantage, he fummoned all the merchants, money- 
changers", and wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas towards 
railing a crore of rupees This fum was deemed the utmoft which 
they could pay^ 

Nadir was no fooncr arrived at the gardens of shalimar, than he 
djfpafched abdul baki khan, with a confiderable body of troops, to 
demand a large contribution of lahor j and having palled through ser- 
HiND, he was drawing near to the capital of the province, when zeka- 
RiAH KHAN Went out to meet him. The c^ore of rupees was prefented, 
with the ftrongeft proteftation that this fum was the utmoft which the 
city could raifej that if it was his plealure to pillage or to llaughter the 
inhabitants, they were unable to refift his forces, and therefore refigned 
to whatever fhould be determined. Abdul daki khan had orders to 

\ ' demand 



1739 ' 


200 THE HISTORY- OF . Part IV. 

demand a larger fum; but- this juft reprefentation being made to the 
SHAH, the crore of rupees was accepted, and the Persian army continued . 
their march. * ~ - 

When they arrived on the banks of the chaNTROu, the bridge of boats 
prepared for their paflage had been carried away by a fodden fwelling of 
the waters; nadir therefore diredled ^his march back, and entered the’ 
province of penjab. A body of horfe was difpatched to lahor the 
capital, to demand provifions. The inhabitants, who had hardly reco- 
veied from their dread of fire and fword, at the late approach of the 
PERSIAN army, and were impoverifhed by the contributions they had 
paid, now thought only of laving their lives by flight. Zekariah 
KHAN was no fooner informed of the pannic with which the people 
were ftruck, than he went and thre\v himfelf at nadir’s feet, and begged 
that he would not approach nearer the city, engaging at the fame time 
that the bridge fliould be repaired without delay ; it was accordingly per- 
formed, and the army palTcd over. 

Nadir then dlre«fled his courfc towards reiinas, a fortified city on 
the caftern banks of the indus near suvat, a branch of that river. 
Thence advancing to attok, he attempted to pafs the indus, into the 
dominions whicli liad been lately yielded up to him. Here the want 
of a fufficient number of boats to form the bridge obliged him to halt: 
and this delay afforded time to,the Afghans and the Indians, who 
inhabited the weftern fide ofithe river, to take up arms. The vaft booty 
which the Persians had amalTed, was a temptation not to be refified ; 
and they feemed rcfolvcd to try their fortune, if by uniting their forces 
they could feize fome part of the plunder. 

What their efforts would have produced, had they been carried into 
execution, it is not cafy to determine. The Persian king certainly 
thought himfelf in danger, and chofc rather to negotiate for a free paf- 
fage, than run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confide- 
ration of a vaft treafure, had rendered the fierce and intrepid na'dik, 
cautious and circumfpeft. His mind; ever fertile in expedients, now 
7 , fuggeflcd 
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fuggeftedito him to write to nacir kkan,' the late governor’of oabul, 
whom he'had left at peishok, commanding him in the mod e,xprefs 
terms to ufe his intereft to difperfe the tribes, who were afTembled in the 
mountains. The khan immediately lent for the chiefs of this confe- 
deracy, and perfuaded them to decline their enterprize, for which, ac- 
^ cording to his inftrudlions, he engaged to give them ten lacks of rupees f. 
However large this fum might appear upon another occafion, it was an 
'objedt of very little 'confideration compared with the 'bulk of nadir’s 
treafure j he therefore remitted this fum without delay, and purchafed a 
free paffage “J. ' ‘ 

In the^mean time the bridge was preparing for his paflage over the 
INDUS, when nie/Iengers arrived from the court of the great moghol, 
j-equeftmg in behalf of that prince the redemption of two rich^ feather* 
jewels, belonging to the head-dref^ of the fultanas Upon this, orders 
^were given for fearching the royal treafury, but no fuch jewels could be 
found. It was reatbnable to prefumc that they had been brought away from 
the INDIAN court, and of courfe they muft be in the pofleflion of fome 
officer or foldier in the army. This fuggefled to nadir fufficient rcafbn 
to challenge all precious ftones as his property j accordingly he ordered 
ftridb fearch to be made, and that aii fliould brought into the treafury 
under penalty of death. Numbers of the foldiers, whofe paffion for gain 
• was not perhaps inferior to that of their general, enraged to fee the fruits oi 
fo long and perilous a march ravifhed from them, threw them into the In- 
dus j and others concealed them in the earth : infomuch, that altho* great 
quantities were colleftcd, this extraordinary refolution it is believed coft 
fome millions of crowns value to Persia. The jewels, plundered both by 
the private men and officer^, muft have been very confiderable : the 
prefents and bribes which they received, amounted to a great fum, parti- 
cularly on the unhappy occafion of the inaflacrc of dehlie, when many 
of the INDIAN lords and perfons of diftinftlon faved their fives by the 
mere force of their great riches. ‘A great part of this, efpecially jewels 

which 

» 1 25,000 / ^ It IS laid that other wlulntants of the rtOBOtaias aftentards^ade the 

fa nc demand, which he refuRd to comply With. 

‘ VoL. IV. c 
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which could be eafily concealed, was not till then brought into the royal 
treafury The quantity of precious ilones, delivered up to naoir 
upon this occalion, amounted to a great value , but neither of the jewels 
in queftion appeared till a confiderablc time after, when one of them, 
was found among the fequeftered effefts of a general officer, who was 
put to death 5 the other never appeared. 

It is amazing to confider the afcendency which nadir had acquired over 
his army, and that fuch a ftep as this did not produce a revolt *j but his 
addrefs in fowing the feeds of jealoufy and diftruft among them was fuch, 
that they were afraid of each other , and this ever proved his beft fecu- 
rity. Numbers of them might now be more inclined to defert, than to 
give up their valuable plunder} yet the circumftances they were in, with 
regard to an enemy’s country,* was an infuperable obftacle to tlieir taking 
fuch a ftep. 

After paffing the Indus, he dire^ed his march to peishor^ where 
he halted for fome days : he left a Persian general, with a confiderablc 
body of forces, but confirmed nacir khan in the government of that 
province, and conferred feveral honours on him, in acknowledgment of 
his great fer>ices. From thence, continuing his rout towards cabul, he 
detached abdul baki khan, .with five thoufand horfe, to receive ho- 
mage from KHUDAYAR KHAN, govcmor of PEKiER *. ^ This KHAN had 
refufed to pay homage to nadir, now fovereign of that country , and 
collected a confiderablc body of forces to oppofe the Persian army. 
Finding that his hlc mailer the great moghol had not been able to 
fupport him, he refolved to try if he could obtain an independent fovc- 
rcignty. 

Abdul * 

* Sec VoL I. page for ihe quanitty of large ftoaci oa horfe fumtturc. » I ,vas told 

jn PC til A. tlut he tool, from the foldien tbeir moaey alfo, except one hundred erounj^ fome 
a coun $ menuoa two hundred and fifty crmvns , bat I hav c fome difficulty m believing cither As 
tojcueli, ilicy v-cjU be fuljeft to difcoioy la the falc of ihcxa, which would cot haic bcca ll e 
ca e with money. t This country u to the fouih of cacul on the iNsui, borJenng upon 

^ down by OE lisle. There arc fereral fort* and flrorg places in it , 

u w i-ouHiLi, sscisa^arul Trxit*. The people of this country arc partly MAuoujtDAXii 
and partly PACAM * / » / 
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Abdul baki. khan foon arrived on the frontiers of this country, iy,g 
but, was in no fituationi to reduce khudavar khan by force. He 
■therefore fent to acquaint this Indian lord of bis arrival, and at the 
fame time to advife him to make a ready fubmitiion. This offer being 
rejcfled with contempt, aedul baki informed the -siiaii of the cir- 
cumftances which he was in. Nadir being now near Kandahar, fent 
his treafures and heavy baggage under a numerous convoy into that ftrong 
fortrefs, and then direSed his courfe Ibuth eaft through the country of 
.hazarijat. Khudayar khan was no fooner informed of the march 
of the PERSIAN army, than he burnt a foreft, laid wade the open coun- 
try. and ufed his endeavours to poitbn the water. 

' j 1 

I This proceeding caufed a ncyr alarm in the moghol’s territories: 
nadir W.1S no fooner informed of the delperate meafuies which this 
INDIAN lord had taken to fupport himfelf, than he fent bis commands 
to ZEKARtAH KHAN, the governor of laiior, and alfo to his fon haiat 
ULLA khan, governor of MULTAN, to repair to his camp immediately, 
and to furnllh his army with provifions. How great foever their reluc- 
tance, oecellity obliged them to pay a ready obedience to the fuinmons. 
ZekaRIAH khan was reputed an able politician ; and this talk now re- 
quired the exercife of his abilities ; fince he had not only to provide 
the PERSIAN army with provifions, but alfo to obtain the fubmifiion 
of khudayar khan. The latter offered to make fuch prefents as his 
circumftances permitted, with condition that the Persian army would 
purfue their rout to Kandahar, without making any irruption into his 
territories ; otherwife he perfifted in his defiance. 

'This was a language to which the vidlorious king of Persia was not 
accuftomedj he therefore ordered zekariaii khan to bring to him 
thofe chiefs of the country who had fubmitted, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their people : and at the fame time to condudt his army by 
a rout, where they might be properly fupported, in order to compel 
khudayar khan to furrender. 

-As 
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- 4s foon as nadir arrived in the neighbourhood of khudaabad the 
INDIAN chief retired, with his riches to emir-ki,out, a ftrong fort on 
the oppolite lide of the river hest-nud. Zekariah khan renewed 
his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, that at length afiurance being fent 
that nadir would pardon what was paft, and accept a moderate prefent, 
KHUDAYAR KHAN confentcd to fend his fon, and to make his fubmiffion. 
This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained in a fump- 
tuous manner, together with all his numerous attendance. In the mean 
while, nadir ordered fome parties of his troops to take poifellion of the 
boats in which the Indians came, and by favour of the night to repafs 
the river. This was performed fo well, that the Indians who guarded 
the fort of emir-kiout, taking them for the retinue of their khan’s 
fon, fuffered the Persians to enter, and take poffeffion of it. The 
KHAN had time to make his efcape, but at length thought proper to ca- 
pitulate, and give up all his riches. 

The news of this affair having reached the moghol’s court, 4 report’ 
prevailed, as if the infatiable avarice of nadir was bringing him a fecond 
time into the Indian territories 5 thefe apprehenfions alarmed the whole 
country, and occalioned a great confternation. Several of the princes “ 
who commanded in the niountains, formed a confederacy to oppofe his 
paflage j and his not invading their dominions, was imputed to the great 
preparations made to oppofe him. 

_ It is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold fhould fo far 
efface all fentiments of honour and clemency in the mind of nadik, as 
to induce him to commit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the MoGHOL, and to obliterate the remembrance of his 
being a king, by an' adl fo unworthy, r The power derived from force 
only, can be no fccurity, when princes throw off even the mafk of juflice, 
and as it were declare war againft the rational fpecies. Whatever fufpi- 
cion he might he under on this occafion, he gave great proofs of cflcem 

for 

" We are left entire]/ to fcelt for tliia ct> . lltc coufry to Uic acR of Uie utov', towanb the 
isotAM tea, fecmitobc ret/ IrtleUttotvatolheiEap taaketa. ’ Raiahs 
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for ZEKARiA'HiKtIAN,''I>y making him fevml prefents, and fending him 
to DEiiiiE with a' number of fine horfes for mahomaied shah. The 
INDIANS were foon after delivered from dicir fears, by the joyful news 
that the Persian army was paft Kandahar. 

We’ have already, obferved, that whiUl nadir was in K,iNDAHAR, 
his fon, rizA kouli myrza, had. made an incurfion as far as ealkh, 
.which fubmitted to him j but he was not able to fubdue the ousbeo 
tartars of KHiEVA and Bokhara', who, during the troubles in the 
PERSIAN empire, had made frequent inroads into khorasam, and car- 
ried many thoufands of the inhabitants into flavery. Thefe people are 
remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As tljey are for the 
moft part of the fefl of the sunnis, they hate the Persians; but the 
difference in religion has not occafioned fuch frequent contefts, as their 
neighbourhood and ftrong . propenfity to rapine. ‘ Khorasan had often 
fuffered by their depredations, nor had they been intirely quiet during 
the abfence of the Persian army ui’india. Nadir had fome time be- 
fore fent embaffadors to the khan of khieva, dem.inding the perisans, 
numbers of whom were detained in flavery in that country. But thefe 
TARTARS were intoxicated with tlieir former fuccefs, and having en- 
joyed an uninterrupted fecurity for many years, feemed to have ioft all 
fenfe of danger. Contrary to the laws of nations, which even in this 
country are deemed facred, with relpcdl to the reprefentatives of kings, 
they put the Persian embaffadors to death ; only one, the leafl: con- 
Cdcrable in rank, was fent back to his roafler without his nofe and ear^. 
Such a proceeding could not bur incenfe the impetuous nadir, and draw 
on the &e of his relentment. - > 

The occafion was now favourable for the reduftion of thefe people. 
Nadir having detached a large body of his troops from kandahar 
to K.ELAT with his trcaflires, took the rout through the kingdom, of 
BALisii. , He paffed the river A.vto, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 
BOKiiAU.v about tbe beginning of OCTOBER, with an army of near fifty 
! thoufand 

* Some ael-saaric! arc ol epimoc, tt-t Uicfe people are tie aelcceciairu of tic trUje or iiaaaa. 
Vihom salauaxak, cf AtsTtiA, fc&cui.o uxoia. 
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1739. tho'unmil men. The ousbec tartahs who inhabit tliis city and its 
diftria, fubniiltcd to liiin immediately. He fet at liberty the Persians 
who had been detained in captivity, and inlillcd about twelve thoufand of 
the inhabitants who were fit to bear arms; thefe ousbegs being cftcem- 
cd the bell; foldiers in tartary. In ccnfcquencc of the ready fubmiffion 
of the KiiAN of this country, nadir invdled him’ with the government 
of all the territories of Bokhara to the north of the amo, and alfo made 
aery valuable prefents to him and his dependents. 

The KHAN of KHicvA had taken the field with about twenty thoufand 
men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, and flattered 
lumfelf with fuccefs : but .is foon as he heard of the fuperior numbers of 
the PERSIANS, and that nadir himfelf was at their head, he retired 
with precipitation towards his capital. The Persian king being in- 
formed of the fltuation of the enemy, made fuch-forced marches, that 
the OUSBEGS were obliged to flop at shanka'. Here the khan made a 
brave refiflance, but was at length obliged to furrendcr. Nadir chal- 
lenged him with the murder of his embafladors : he cxcufed himfelf, al- 
ledging that it was done by the ousbegs without his knowledge. To 
this tlie PERSIAN king replied ; “ If you have not abilities to govern the 
“ few fubjciSs who inhabit your territories, you do not deferve to live ; 
“ and for the affront (hewn me in the murder of my embafladors, you 
“ have no title to die like men; yowfliall die like dogs.” He then or- 
dered the executioners to cut the throat of the khan and about tliirty of 
his chief attendants j a puniflimcnt eflecmed the mofl ignominious among 
the PERSIANS. Upon the news of tlie fate of this khan, all the towns 
and villages furrendered except the capital. - 

. The inhabitants of kiiieva (liut their gates againfl the conqueror, re- 
folving to oppofe him to the Uft exuemity. Several of them, who were 
apprehenfive of the confequenccs of fo' rafli an enterprize, attempted ’ to 
leave the town, and were put to death as deferters. The number of 
their Persian flaves was fb great, that fome were cruelly put to death 
in cold blood, merely out of fear of their rifing, and the reflYvere im- 

prifoned."" 

r A city cbont half a day’s journey to the cadward of Kiilara. 
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prifoned. The Sth of November nadir shah incamped on the eaft 1739. 
fide of kbieva: he fent feveral mefiages and demanded a parley, but 
the OUSDEGS abfolutely refufed to grant it. The Persian army therefore 
invefted tlie city, and planted eighteen cannon, and fi.xteen mortars at 
different places. They alfo raifed machines of wood, from whence they 
, could fee over the walls ; and after throwing up a breaft- work, to guard 
themfeves from the enemy’s fmall fliot, they attacked the town. Thefe 
TARTARS were yet poffeffed of a few field-pieces, which they Intd taken 
from the unfortunate prince beckawitz”. On the 14th the shah or- 
dered the town to be battered in breach k The engineers did their 
part fo well, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of their raflincfs. 

Several breaches being now made, and the diteh almoii filled, nadir 
gave orders for ftorming : upon this the ousbegs furrendcred at difcre- 
tion. An inventory was taken of every thing in the city ; and all the 
foreigners ' were ordered to appear before the shah. 

The 28th of NOVEMBER NADIR marched from ehieva, taking with 
him near twenty thoufand PERSiANSwhohad been in captivity, with eight 
thoufand ousbeos as recruits. He left a governor of his own appointing, 

attended 
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attended only by a few peiisians, as if he was 'fure of the obedience 
of thefe TARTARS, or thouglit them not worth an army to keep them 
in awe. 


CHAP. XXVII. 

Nadir riturm to Persia. Riza kouli mtrza murders shah t/Ehmas, 
and. makes an attempt againfi bis father’s Ufe. Conduit of hadir to- 
osiqrds his fon. He arrives in the neighbourhood of Isfahan. 

N adir having now conquered .all his enemies on the eaflern fron- 
tiers of his dominions, prepared to return into Persia. His chief 
concern was the fecurity of his vaft treafure ‘he therefore marched to 
kelat, which is a few days journey to the fouthward of mesched. 
Here he eftablithed a fufEcient guard of his belt troops, and conferred 
the command on a brother of lutf ali khan. 

It has been already remarked, that the Srft year of nadir’s abfence 
had given his fon riza kouli aitrza fuch a tafle of power, that he 
exerted it in the moft wanton manner on feveral occafions, to opprefs 
the people, and to indulge his avarice ^ We have alfo taken notice that 
his father, upon being informed of Thefe arbitrary proceedings, thought 
proper to reftrain his authority. The beginning of this year . a report 
prevailed at Isfahan, that the Persian army had been defeated in In- 
dia, and that nadir shah was flain. His fon riza kouli myrza re- 
ceived this account with a feeming fatisfeaion. In a real or aifedled per- 
fuafion that it was true, he in forae meafure affumed the legal authoritv. 
He began, by caufing the unfortunate shah T/ehmas to be put to death, 
together with all his family, who were prifoners at sebsawar. The 
circumftances of the tragical end of this prince, feem to prove that 
nadir was not diflatisfied with this aiSion, and would hardly have 

called 

' AmoiigotKerpaiOcalirs it IS related of him. that m a viEt he received from the aaUEnias 
patriarch, he demaoded of this pneS his cap and croGer, which were fet with precious ftoncs. al- 
ledguig that he bad occaGon for them, fijt his father’s Eoverntreat, and the nfe of his army. 
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called “his fon to any levere account for it, had not the motive been an j 739' 
impatienrdelire of ^yearing tlie diadem hiraielf/ ^ ’ ' 

, The perfon, employed in this regicide, was mahommed Hussein 
KHAN *. He had been remarkably adlivc in feizing tliis unfortunate 
prince j and it is probable he was now fearful, tliat if nadir had met 
with any misfortune, t^ehmas would be reflored again to tlie throne 
of his anceftors. The murder was fald to have been committed after 
this manner : mahommed hussein khan, under tlie pretence of friend- 
fliip, reptefented to t/ehmas that his life was threatened, and tliereforc 
advifed him to retire either into turkey or Russia, and that himfelf 
would facilitate his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his polTcflion, 
he reproached him with cowardice, told him he was unworthy to wear a 
crown, and at the fame time gave.a fignal to his groom ^ to kill him» 

Thus fell the laft of the defeendants of the famous ismael seffie, 
whofd race had filled the throne of Persia for near two Jmndred and 
fifty years. It lias been feen Jiow remarkable this prince was for a feries 
of misfortunes, during the laft feventeen years. Providence feemed to 
have often interpofed for his deliverance j and tho’ neither his rcfolulloa 
nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a Jefs corrupt Hate he might 
have rendered his fubjedts happy, and by fupporting his family, prevented 
eSxfiion efi Vhtjoh Via's 
not totally fub\crted that antient monarchy. 

Nadir, though returning in triumph, loaded with fpoil, was now to 
fufier one of the bitterefl calamities. As if Providence had ordained it as 
a punithment for his enormous offences, his cldeff: fon riza kouli 
MYRZA, for whom, he had a paternal tenderneff, formed a confederacy 
\%ith a few other perfons, to deprive his father of his life. For this 
purpole he employed a certain Afghan /bldier to /hoot the king, as he 
was returning from kjelat. ' 

It 


* Tflu i» I* t r*rac peroa w«h u)>om I IttJ ftc*t j-irici-Ur coarefl'O'tJ ^ 

‘ Ijjepcrfon uiiO NVii p>.t ca Jcatli laliiervWUeaof A»T«*aA» SvC Vol I pice 
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It has been already explained, in what manner the Persian kings' 
travel upon common occafions, detached from their army. The shah 
was arrived in a narrow pafs covered with wood, in the mountains wliich 
feparate the provinces of khorasan and astrabad r, having with, him 
only his women and eunuchs: here it was the intrepid Afghan* dug 
a pit to conceal himfelf, from whence he might take his aim with the 
greater exaSnefs. He fired his piece, and the bullet pafled under nadir’s 
right arm, and fiiot him in the left hand : the horfe alfo being wound- 
ed in the neck, through pain or furprize fell The Afghan was pre- 
paring to iffue from the wood, and finilh his bufinefs with his fabre j 
but the eunuchs, drawing their fabres to protea their mafter, rendered 
the accomplifliment of his purpofe impraaicable. A confiderable reward 
was immediately offered for apprehending the alfaffin, and a promife of 
pardon if he would difcover himfelf. Many of the inhabitants of the 
mountains were brought before the shah : fome of them had offered 
films of money to the foldiers to' excufe their appearance. This was / 
urged as a proof of their guilt, but nadir commanded that they fhould 
be releafed, with this refledion : “ Thefe people are innocent. The man 
“ who has made fo dating an attempt on my life] muff be a perfon ^ of 
“ diftingudhed bravery, whofe courage is not inferior to my own." 

It was not long a fecret, that the contriver of this affaflination was no 
lefs than his foil riza kouei myrza, whofe manners we have already ' 
obferved had fo great a referoblance with thofe of his father. Riza koui. 1 
being brought before nadib, he intreated him to think of his crime,' ’tG 
alk pardon, and promife obedience. Confider," lays he, I am your 
“ general, your fovercign, your friend, your father. Confider the duty 

I “ 

* Thi, pits „ fiippofcd to be tKc Arne tbnwghwlocb ALexAKoEe puribed acMee ibe oac- 
THAN traitor ^ * Tbr dJeorety of ihu aflaOIn was not made till bovc a year aftcr- 

watdj, when stabis. lecolUftwg a cwtaui xaao wto bad often difbngujlbcd himfelf jn the field of 
battle, enquired after him ; and being informed that Urn man had abfented himfelf at fuch a tune, it 
uamcsbaiely occurred to bim that be muft certainly be the perfon who had {hot at him The jiiah 
^ crefore ordered that the mao Ihoold be foogbt for, and brought before him He was accord- 
sagly foond m kandauar, and condo^d to the camp, where he confeiTed the Naojr find 
> to him, •* Vo4 arc at cry brave fellow I but to prevent your takmg fuch good aim, youmuillofc 
»« your eyes.’* 
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■■ you owe me in thefe fcveral relations. Refled: oil the fmall acknow- 1739. 
*' ledgments which I require’ of you. You are in my piwer. but I 
“ would not have you perifh. Live, be happy, and a king, whenever 
" providence lhall take me from the earth.” He employed Several of 
his principal officers to peduade hiS fon to' repentance, but niZA kouh 
was inflexible, and obftinately perfifted that he had done no wrong in 
attempting his father’s life. He told him'to his face, “ You are a tyrant, 

“ and ought to die. 1 know the moft you can do is to kill me.” The 
afflided nadiii. between rage and tendernefi (aid, “ No : I will not take 
“.your life, but I will make, you an example to all the princes of the 
“ earth ; I will cut out your eyes.” Riza koult, with a fiercenefs pe- 
culiar to himfclf, replied, “ Cut them out, and put them into .... 

Neceffity thus obliged nadir, to deprive-his. darling fon of his (ight, 
and himfelf of all hopes of making him his heir. Jhe genius and in- 
trepidity of this young man had filled nadir- ivith fanguine expefta- 
tions of continuing the diadem in his fiimily, which indeed could hard- 
ly be expedled by a fucceflbr of lefs relblution than himfelf. Some days 
after this event, nadir commanded that his fon (liould.be brought be- 
fore’ him, and he enquired of him, yet with a mixture of paternal tender- 
nefs, concerning his health. The (bn, (till repugnant to every fcnliment 
of filial .affedtion, and not rendered lefs daring by his diflrefs, replied, 

" You have not blinded me fo much as you have blinded all Persia : 

“ what the confequence mull be, time will dilcover." It is remarka- 
ble, that NADIR never after permitted bis fon to have any women, nor 
would he trull him in any place but under his' own eye. 

In FEBRtlARV this year, the shah arrived with his army in the neigh- 
bourhood of ISFAHAN. The fatisfadlion which the Persians felt upon 
his return, aroic chiefly from the hopes that his immenie riches, the 
fruits of a three years campaign, would free them from the heavy bur- 
then of fupporting a numerous army : how ill grounded their cxpcdla- 
tions were, we fliall foon have occafion to relate. 

D d 2 PART 

I It mua be obfcrvcl, that the indecent mcation ot a woman of honoer and ddlinSioa, u no leli 
diAtlpeRfuI in FI ana, tbaii m Ilic poll epim of aiiaora. confe^acjitl/il A tbc b^bed baianii/ 
to tneatioa ta ^loA tertm the favOJiite wife of a king. 
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Return of NADIR SHAH to 
, ISFAHAN FROM HIS INDI.AN 

EXPEDITION IN 1740, 

-TILL ‘ ‘ 

^ * il 

He was assassinated in 1747*, 

' CHAP. XXVIII. 

. I . 

RefeSikns on thg 'uanity of military exploits. Nadir fends a pompous^ 
emhajjy to RUSSIA, and another to turkey, Circumjiances of the Turks, 
'^K'oiv^s demands on them. Hm wtfr iwVA Arabians. ^HisconduSl 
towards the araienian patriarch, Hfs projeSl of introducing a new 
religion into Persia. He orders a tranjlation of the evangebjis. Com- 
parifon, of bis charaSfer, and that of akbar, formerly emperor of india. 

5. ^HE affliftion which nadir muft naturally have felt from the 
B misfortune which happened to his darling fon, gave place in 
JL fome meafure to the gratification of his vanity. It is reafon- 
able to prefume from the genius of this man, that more than half the 
Joy of his triumphs would have been loft, but for the reflexion of the 
figure he fhould make in the efteem of other princes, 

Afftions, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whofe beneficence we 
/hould drive to imitate, derive^no real excellence from applaule, being 
> 2 in 
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in themfelves invariably good. The natural grcatners,and reaitude of the 
foul can never be^eyprefled in adtfons deflruaive to mankind :.and what 
for the moil; part are pompous triumphs, orllie fpoils of plundered pro- 
vinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, ambition, or avarice? yet 
when our condua.will not bear the teft of reafon, out paffions prompt 
us to feek a vain applaufe, and Hill we glory. j 

What refleaions nadir might now make upon himfelf. are not ob- 
jedts of our inftruftion fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on 
him, ^ As- to his immen/e treafures^ they ferved for little more than to 
enlarge his defire to fupport lus tyrannic^ power, by thei mere notion 
of his wealth ; apd to render Persia more emphatically niifenble. But 
notwithftanding his extreme avarice, -he fent a magnificent embalTy 
with prefents of great value to the Russian court, and another to the 
grand fignior. ^ j 

The embalTadors to the Russian emprefs weresAiDAR khan^, and 
HUSSEIN KHAN, with a retinue of two thoufind perfons, who convoyed 
ten elephants with feveral'jewcls and other rich prefents. Saidar khan 
diediat KiSLAR, but hussein proceeded to astrachan, where he was 
required to Hop, till proper orders were fent from court for his enter- 
tainment. Such embafiics gratify the pride of tbofe princes by whom 
they are fent, but create a vafhcYpencc' to thofs who arc to receive them. 
It was not till the end of octoder “ the next year, that the cmbalTador 
made his public entry into st. petersdurc, which was in fevcral 
refpedls magnificent, tho’ part of the plusian retinue made but a mean 
appeaunce. The couu was not wanting in fiiewing this Persian mini- 

ficr 

^ This IS the perfou nicnuoncd m the Note, page 4 , whodtei &t KtsLAti, He vvas anoM man, 
and teputed very brave, and a lover of jufticc* but oihctwifc not lender of fpdling blood I 'V-s 
■. told thefoUowiijg cjrcupftance conccr/iing him j he was once obfcrtjng that he wanud romcihirg to 
try his fabre , upon which a very old nun ip ibr company, acknoitlcdgmg llat he had lived long 
CQOLgh, olTercd his nech tAioM took hurt at his word, and Uruck of hn head ‘ Ji was 

Cid, ilut this c-nbaflador made a demand of no k& than aco Cjccp, tooo pourds of rice, aoi ot! cr 
proMfionam proportion for hu daily fupport, The policy of pnnccs in that part of 

the Vrorld, clpccjlly when things arc m a precanoas flatc, u o^ten the caufe of ihefe delays foa e 
ture had been fpcnl in the adjuftincin of the ccremoaials, ard lO ci^Ring proiifion far fo nuncrojs a 
rcviri-c , for not left ib.Ji livcltc or4*fi£«n hondred peiions aticrded At ciiilali-dcr sr* 
reTeassb ac. 
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fterall the, honour due to^his rank.' His bufinefs was to acquaint 'the ’ 
fbvereigu of russia» of the great feats of his raafter in the conqueft of - 
INDIA, and of. the immenfe fpoU which he had brought from thence a ‘ 
fpecimen of, which h'e prefented to the-nussiAN emprefs, in the ele- , 
phants% jewels ”and other valuables witli which he was charged; that 
his mafier had alfo reftored the Indian monarch to his dominions, and 
now offered his friendfliip to the fovercign of hussia, with whom he 
was willing to enter into a defenfive and offendve alliance®. ' ^ 


'We have already mentioned, that during his abfence in the late expe- 
dition, he fent embaffadors to the grand lignior, demanding a paffport to' 
travel through the ottoman empue to aiecca, The Turkish mini- 
ftry confidered this ^requeffas capricious, fince it could never be prc- 
fumed, that fuch confent would be granted ; and if he naeant to take the 
liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army ; it would rather be 
with a vievVjto plundeCj the place of Us immenfe riches, than to offer 
up his prayers of thankfglving for his fucceffes in India. The Turks i 
were indeed afraid that he meant to feed his infatiabic avarice with this - 
precious niorfel. , What added to theit terror, was the confidcration of 
the extraordinary interpofition of providence in the peace which he had w 
made with them, in confequence whereof he had employed his forces in 
fo diftant a country, and was coming home loaded with the fpoUs of 
INDIA. It could hardly be expefted that his military genius would fuffec 
him to be long idle : and looking on themfelves almoft as the only - 
power agalnft whom he could turn his arms, they concluded a peace 
with the RUSSIANS and imperialists, and made great preparations for , 
marching an army into asia, ^ ^ 

Some time after nadir fent an envoy to acquaint the port, that not- 
withftanding they refufed him a paffige to Mecca, it was his intentioit ^ * 


“ There are federal of thsfc )ct remainiJig la sx pstersborc, which, tho* eatirely ufelcfs, are 
fupponed for cunofiry, and the honour of the fovcrei^a The ordmaiy food of thefe animals was 
nee, meal, and fuch hke, but the Russians have very judicioully caught them to eat haj. 

® It was laid tnis embaiTador demanded flup-carpenicrs, which the Russians refufed, objeftmg 
thai thejrhad none except foreigners, who were engaged to ferve them for a certain time, but that they 

kail no power to fend them out of dieircountiy The profecution of the defign which aadir had 

0 eg flups on the CAiriA:iS fea, was the caufe of the early niiaof our casp/a^ 
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to live in frkndihip with the grand lignior. The new embaffador, whom 
he charged with his compliments to the Ottoman emperor, carried 
feyeral rich jewels, nine elephants, and a great number of camels, as a 
prefent : and according to the dignity he affiimed, and the fplendor of 
eaftern monarchs, his retinue was compofed of near two thoufand per- 
fons. As their motions were flow, they did not arrive till the begin- 
ning of the next year. The grand vizir received this embafliidor with 
the utmoft demonftration of efteem ; however, when the purport of his 
conimiflion was demanded, he feemed to be offended, declaring that 
he would communicate it only to the grand lignior in perfon. The 
TURKS foon found that NAma was no lefs arrogant in his propofals 
of the terms of friendfliip, than oftenlatbus of his riches, as appeared 
by the prodigality of hisprefents; under thefe circumflances they were 
induced to watch .the embaffador as a fecret enemy. 

Nadir again renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which 
in antient times belonged to the crown of Persia ; and infilled that the 
TURKS ought to pay the expence of the late war, or yield Ibme pro- 
vinces as an equivalent. Thefe demands appeared to the turks imperious 
and exorbitant, and they concluded that the shah of Persia meant only 
to find a pretext to break with them. As the late wars had exhaulled 
their treafuries, and the army was in arrears, orders were fent to the 
DASHAS in all their rcfpc£lwe governments, to collcft the taxes, and re- 
mit them immediately to court; 

In the mean while nadir employed himfelf in reducing the Ara- 
bian rebels v, who had revolted, during his ablence : the ousdegs o£ 
KHIEVA had alfo taken up arms, and deftroyed the Persian khan who- 
had been appointed their governor, together with all the native fubjeitv 
of PERSIA, whom nadir had left in that city- The arad tartars 
made inroads, and involved that country in great diftraiflion, fo that 
all communication was cut off, and preparations were made to attack 
tliem afrcfli. For this purpofr nadik marched witli a numerous 
body of forces to xlfkiiiRAN, in order to defend the province of kho- 

^ , RASAN,, 

* The 
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J 740 . RASANj 111 cafe it Ihould be invaded, or to fend detachments againft the 

OUSBEGS 

We have'already feen in what manner he afled as to the affair of re- ' 
hgion The beginning of this year, a difpute happened between the 
AUMENIAN patriarch, and fome romish miffionaries. The matter be- 
ing neceffarily referred to nadir, he fined the patriarch twenty-four 
tlioufind crowns, aUedging that ptiefts had no occafion for riches , that 
they only ferted to perple'C the mind, and take it oft from purfuits of a 
{eligions nature , but as to himfelf, the fupport of his army tendered 
money very neceflary 

It will not appear a fubjeS of futpcize, that a prince who had the cou- 
rage to appropriate to himfelf by an arbitrary aift all the revenues of the 
Cleigy of the national religion, Ihould tax the chief of his fubjedls of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion We find him indeed often aiming to confound the 
dtftmdlions of the religions already profefledby his people, as if he meant 
to introduce one of his own conniving About this time he ordered a 
fumptuous maufoleum to be built at mesched, in which he propofed to 
have his body laid . towards this no coft was fpared , the jafper tomb 
in which TAMERLANE was laid at balkH ' was brought from thence at 
a great charge, however, as it did not fuit the place, he returned it to 
Its antient manfion. It is remarkable that this maufoleum was crefted > 
intirely by chriftians , at the fame time as he caufed an Armenian church 
to be built by his mahoma.edan fubjefts 


To attempt any defperate invafion. of the liberties of mankind, no 
method feems to be more effcdtual than that of depreciating or fub- 
verting the eftabliflicd religion of a country*. The fubjedt of religion 
Will ever be of the higheft'inoment to mankind , fince it is only another 
word to eaprefs the belief of the being of a'GoD, and the immortality 
of the foul , but at the fame ume that it has taken root in the hearts.' 


' It may be prefumed that he feet frelh force, againft thefe tartars, for he had a free com 
menieatien with them in 1744, and was fupplieit w th recruits from kiiieva and Bokhara 

*'lt IS thought by fome that thercmaiiuof this Vartar hero were depofited at sauarOaad, 
tailly, and open the decay of that place the ton b be brought to ralkii 

1 Qmc eAccptioas howcAcr 'The people of great haitain pwe that bberty, in a great 
rac-lurc, to the reformation 
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and inflaeiices , the condudl of 'one part of mankind, it has ferved as a i ’ 
political engine, or the in/lruinent of temporal . advantages to thofe 
who. are. vulgarly, faid to .have -no religion... Eersia. was ’once chofen 
as a more peculiar fcene,. where .the Almighty manifefled his power 'in a 
very Angular manner ; hut many ages have pall fince the fubftance.of re- 
ligion feems to have been changed for the lhadow. ■ We find, however, 
a remarkable aptitude in the Persians, to the, belief of things relating 
to a future ftate'. , . . ' , . , > 

Nadir took frequent occafion to mention the feats of aei in terms of 
contempt ; arraigning his conduft, as a foldicr, for leading his army into 
the deferts of Arabia, where numbers perilhed for want of water. “ And 
why," fays he, addrefling himfelf to the people; “ inllead of praying to ali 
" do you not call on God. ' ” In his religious ' fchemes he appeared to 
have a complicated motive : he fought to amufe his people, and at the 
fame time to increafe his lame, by eftablilliing a new faith, after the 
manner of his predeceflbrs.’ 'As he had deftroyed ‘ the seffie family, 
which had been eftabljlhed on the throne of Persia on a principle of 
piety and faith j fo he feemed'defirous to be tlie original of a new race of 
kings, on the balls pf new tenets in religion. This motive was fo pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genius of the PERSIANS, that we may naturally' con- 
clude he cxpeiled to derive from hence a fecurity to himfelf and his 
family. 

Towards the clofe of this year, he caufed 3 tranllation of the four 
cvangelills to be made into persic. It feemed, however, from the man- 
ner in wliich he conduded this bufinefs, to be more the effedl of caprice, 
than of any fteady and eonlifient plan. The affair was put under the 
dlredlion of MYRZA asEHriE, a roan of fomc learning, who being .efied 
with a proper authority for theipurpofc, fummoned feveral AR.vrFNiAN 
bilhops and priells, togetlier with divers miffionariea of the roMish 
churcli, and Persian .muelaiis, to meet him afisrAH..N. As to tlie 
. ' . , . 1 ' latter, 

I • AvLAit IS the rone Ciey.Eiiq tliciit^itj.. It U reni3(t..h!tf, I'at the taatars ttht-i ii.s.'bc 
licve thcmJcl.es to be dving, repeat this ttorJ, *• alcah,' coatnabj, asthei. cult ismC- 

catiou, till they ualk ihtir ffint , aad expire, 

VpL. IV. E c 
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>740, latter, they could not be gainers; fince the change, if any took place, 
was to be in prejudice of iiAHOMMEDANiSM. Befides, nAdir’s condudl 
towards them had been fcvere to an extreme, and unprecedented; many 
of them therefore gave myrza xMEhtie large bribes to excufe their ap- 
pearance. ' • ' 

‘ Among the chriftians fummoned on this occafion, only one romish 
prieft, born in Persia, Was a fufficient mailer of the language, to enter 
upon a work of fo critical a nature. As to the Armenians, tho they 
are born fubjedls to Persia, and intermixed with the inhabitants, yet 
there are very few of them who underlland the language fundamentally. 
It vvas natural to expedl, that myrza aiehtie and the Persian aiullahs, 
would be more follicitous }iow to pleafe nadir, and fupport the credit 
of iiAHOMMEDANiSM, than to diveft thenifelvcs of prejudices, and be- 
come mailers of fo important a fubjefl. This trandation Was drefled up 
with all the gloffes which the fables and perplexities of the khoran could 
warrant; their chief guide was an antient Arabic and Persian tranlla- 
tion. Father des vignes, a French miffionary, was allb employed 'in 
this work, in which he made ufe of the Vulgate edition. They were 
but fix months in compleating this tranllation, and tranferibing feveral 
fair copies of it. 

1741. In may following, myrza mehtie, with the Persian aiullahs, and 
feme of the chrillian priells, fet out from Isfahan for the Persian court, 
which was then held tn the incampment near tahiran. Nadir received 
them with feme marks of civility, and had a curfory view of the perfor- 
mance. Some part of it was read to him on which occafion he made 
feveral ludicrous remarks on the myllenous part of the chrillian religion ; 
at the fame time he laughed at the jews, and turned mahoMMED and ali 
equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumllances, it was impoffible this 
performance Ihould produce any good effedt. He obferved that the 
• evangehlls did not agree in their accounts, more than the mahomjiedan 
^and chrillian priells ; therefore he mull remain under the fame difficulty 
that he was in before : that out of both, if it pleafed God to give him 
health, he would engage to make a religion much better than any which 

had 
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had been yet praflifed by mankind , with feveral other vague reflexions 1741 
of the like nature. He then difmifled thefc churcli-men and tranflators 
vyith fome fmall prefents, not equal in value to the expence of then 
journey. ' 

I 

It feems as if nadir had his religion to feek, but this projefl, under 
the prefent ftate of affairs, and confidering the pillion he had for military 
atchievements, was very ridiculous, and by no means agreeable to that 
fenoufnefs with which oriental princes are generally inclined to treat 
this important fubjeiff. What exalted notions ought not the contemplation 
of the chriftian religion to inlpire in us, when we obferve the cruelty and 
extravagant principles of government, which generally prevail at the courts 
of MAHoaiMEDAN princcs ' In how Ihining a light do tliofe appear, 
whofe hearts are warmed with a generous defire of afliiig up to the dig- 
nity peculiar to the chriftnn religion ' Nor ought it to be objefted, that 
avarice and ambition have often involved the chriftian world in difttefs , 
when we have fuch irrefiftible proof of thofe proceedings being diame- 
trically oppofite to the principles of cliriftianity. 

To fet the different clnnfters of t^vo eaftern princes in contrail with each 
other, we fhall in the note here fubjoincd give a letter, wrote by jilal o’din' 
MAHOMMED AKBAR, emperor of hindostan, to the king of vortugae 
in 1582, This letter “ feems to exhibit a remarkable proof how the fame 

freedom 

* The aggrandizer of religion , a title w hich he prefixed lo his name when he mounted the throne 

* •• GLORY eternal to the true king, Y^bofe doiiuoiom are fafe/romdecay, and whofe kingdom 
u cverladmg The extent of die heavens, and the boundaries of the earth, arc but minute parts of 

'* his creation , and infinite (pace but a iinall point of bis produfbons * He has regulated the order 
f‘ of the unnerfe, ai^d the government of the Ions of adam, by the uuderllandixig of kings, who 
“ excrcifejuftice By his dcaecs, the ties of Jove, and bonds of ^eflion, arc fafiened, and he has 
" implanted in the various beings and creatures of bu workmanlhip, the paflion of incba«tion and 
” union, wth a mutual tendency to faciety and pcaiies without end are due to the Ibuls of prophets 
“ and apoftles, who walked in the paths of r ghteouibefs, and dircQed the way to obtam e> crlafticg 
• felicity 

“ Thofe who ^\e improved their wndcxilaBdirgs, and fiudied the laws of nature^ know, that 
“ this tcrrcftnal world, is but a mirror of the ipniuial one, and that nothing is more dcTreable than 
“ love, or more ficred than fncndthjp inafinuch as the oeconomy aid good order of ihe world is 
“ Owing to aficftiOD, and the harmony of minds 3 For wherever the fun of love fluneth on the 
E c » “ 

* The MAHOMMSBANi, accot^ ng to the ft^e of the eaflen bsgusgts, cf wh cb carftf pare a emmoS 
fxrn a rcRMtkable fp« jmen, begin their kiurs, and moll of ihnr other wnungJ vmh ifce praJes t( Cop 
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freedom of fentiment may operate either on the virtuous or on the vicious 
fide. The emperoi akbau, tho’ not fo great a warrior, had as liberal a 

mind, 


'• heart, it clears the foul from the darl ncfs of mortality How ought thefc qualities to be diligently 
fought by princes, uhofe friendly correfpondencc is the caufc of happmcfs to the world, and to 
“ the inhabitants thereof! For this rcafon it hasbceimyconllantand carncft endeavour, to ftrengthen 
“ the ties of fncndftiip, and the bonds of union, among the creatures of the Almighty , efpecially 
“ among kings, whom Goo by his favou- has fo highly exalted, and fo peculiarly dJlinguiflicd from 
< the re\l of mankind 

Your royal majefty, who is endowed with intellefloal knowledge, and fupports the ordinances 
' of jcsixs, ftands in no need of praifc or defenpuon Our neighbourhood** with your renowned 
niajefly, renders our fricndPiip and alliance indtfpenfably necelTiry , but ns a perfonal conference is 
*' not practicable, the want thereof mutl be fupplud by cmbilEcs, ard mutual correfpondcncics, that 
“ our affairs, and the deffres of our hearts, nuy be manifc'bcd to each other 
“ Your majefty know<, that phdofophers and divines, in all uTtioiis, and in all ages, concerning 
“ the slfible and tntelleflual world, agree, that the former ought not to be of any coiifidcrauon, 
*’ compared with the latter yet even the wife men of thefe times, and the great ones of all nations, 
“ labour and toil to acquire the perithing things of this vifionary Hate i and confumc the grcatell 
•< part of thur lives, and their chotceff houn, m procuring material delights, be ng fwallowed up, 
» and d ffohed m fceting plcafures, and tranlltory joys Notvvithffanding thefc obffruflions, and 
the exccofne bullncfs of my government, the moll high Goo, through hts eternal favour and per- 
“ petual grace, has inclined my heart always to feek him And as be has fubjefled the dominions 
'* of many powerful prmces to me, I endeavour to govern them with underftanding All my fub» 
" ^e£U are happy , for his will, and my duty to him, i$ the end of all my dclires and adioos. 

<< Mankind arc for the moft part chained with the bonds of faOuon and conllraint, regarding the 
“ culloms of their forefathers, or their cotemponines and relations , and without examining the ar- 
guments or reafons for ir, gne an implicit alTent to that religion in which they have been brought 
•* up thus depriving thcmfcivesof the means of diicovcruig the truth, which is the bulinefs and 
*' erd of rcafon For my own oart, I fometimcs converfe with the learned of all religions f, and 
** profit by their refpeflivc difcourfes But as the \oI of language interpofes, it is expedient that 

you fend unto me fuch a perfon as can dihiafliy relate and explain his faith It has already reached 
*' my fortunate ears, that the heavenly books :t, the Pentateuch, thePfalm', and Gofpels, are tran- 
“ Hated into akadic and ferssc. Should a tranffatjon of thefe, or any other books of general 
** ufc and advantage, be procurable in your country, let them be feor to me 

" For a further confirmation of oqr fricndOiip, and to fecure the foundation of alFeflton and unity, 
“ 1 have fcrit my trufty friend, tSelearned and honourable se\ o mazufter, whom I have parti 
“ calarly favoured and difiinguiHied henillperlbnatly coramumcate to you Jevcral matters, la which 
•* you may confide Always keep open the doors of erabafly and correfpondencc , and peace be to 
“ lum who follows the guide Wntlcn m the month Riaoi aval 990 1 ” • 


AUudes to thejpoTeffoDS whiditbe roRToeuett had at that nm- m inoia f He was fond of the 

.RMi?.s cr INDIAN pfi'fts, for wlucb AaoALa.Aa khan, c'uef of the tar tabs at that lime, ccmpbincd 
1 his Utters to him. j Among thefe are reckored the fcnpturei of the clinflians by fome »iahom- 

«, who objeft only ih.t v.e have corrupted the gofpel, wKilA others pretenJ, that when the kbotan was 

fcroHti M the canh, the ccfpel was t«k« into heaven, R Af»»l I5?a. 





Chap. XXIX. NADIR. SHAH. 22, 

mind, as nadir shah. If we may believe this letter was diflaled by 
the heait, how different were the objcas that engaged their ..ttention! 
The one confulted the arts of peace to render his fubjeds happy; the other 
delighted only in war ; and we fee vVhat calamities attended ft. 


CHAP,' XXIX. , ’ ’ 

I “ 

RciiaU of the muntisiks from the Turkish goveiiimmt. Short defer! ftion 
of them and their country. The city of bassora under alarm from the 
ARABS. Conduli of achmed easha. Bassora threatened uith a fte^e 
iy r/je PERSIANS. Nadir /if jBEsecES; and meets wilh 

fevera! repulfes in dagistan. The Russians alarmed at his approach. 
The LESGEES defire the proteSiion of Russia. The Persians make war 
loitb the ARABIANS, and are repulfed. Dijlrefs of Persia, Dangerous 
, fituation of the Turks. They reduce the ARABIAN rebels. Great pre- 
parations tn PERSIA for a war. , 

I N the beginning of this year, the muntisiks, with fome other tribes 
of ARABIANS, who had lately been under achmed easha, threw off 
the TURKISH yoke. Thcfe people generally encamp during the fummer 
feafon in the diflrid of bassora. The Euphrates, which waters this 
country, renders it very agreeable, at the fime time that grain, vegetables, 
and paftutage, are in great abundance. It is remarkable that this, as 
well as the other tribes of the Arabians, appear to be a very different 
people in the field, from what they are in, great cities. When they 
are affociated with the neighbouring nations, they are gentle and polite ; 
but when they take the field, the frefli air infpires them with different 
lentiments, and their expertnefs in the ufe of the lance and fabre, renders 
them fierce and intrepid. Their ikiil in lioriemanfiiip, and their capa- 
city of bearing the heat of their burning plains, gives them alfo a fu- 
periority over their enemies ; hence every petty chief in his own dillria 
confiders himfelf as a foverelgn prince, and as fuch exads cuftoras from 
all paffengers. ■ ' . . 

Their 
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Their conduit in this refpeit has often occafioned their being confider- 
ed in no better light than lobbers, though many of them are hofpitablc 
and generous, as well as brave and fober. Towards thofe who afle their 
proteillon they are remarkably difinterefted : numbers of them are di- 
Itiiiguifhed for their vivacity and penetration ; they have alfo a repu- 
tation for poetry and adrotogy. They generally marry within their own 
tribe : their women are very chafte j indeed they make it death to he 
othetwifej and there are feveral* mftances of fathers killing their own 
daughters for incontinence ; yet for robbery or murder in the field they 
feldom puniih. The different tribes are often at war with each other, 
and the pillage acquired by this means is looked upon as an honourable 
poffeflion. When they plunder caravans travelling through their terri- 
tories, they confider it as reprifals on the Turks and Persians, who 
often make inroads into their country, and carry away their corn and 
their flocks. In this part of Arabia, anciently called cai.d>£a'^, is fel- 
dom feen either cloud or mhh 

' The jurifdiiflion of achmed dasha had extended as fir as the Per- 
sian gulph, and included bassora. The ottoman court being now 
jealous of achmed', this government was abridged, and confined to that 
of BAGDATi the revenues of the basha were confequently decrcafed one 
thoufand purfes*, which rendered him indifferent in regard to the pre- 
fervation of bassora. This city had been for fome time under alarms, 
the MuNTisiKS threatening to pillage it} which indeed was praftica- 
ble, had they made the attempt, the inhabitants being unprovided for a 
fiege. ^ The commander exerted himlelf to put the place iu a pofture of 
.defence, and^at the fame drae wrote to achaied basha to come or fend 
troops to his afilftance. The basha was then upon an expedition againft 
the KOURDs bilbaz. As fbon as he heard of the revolt of thefe Ara- 
bians, he returned to bagdat, and after colle£Ung a body of forty ihou- 
fand men, he marched to the relief of bassora. 


To all human appearance achmed might have deflroyed (hefe Ara- 
bians; but after Ibme light ikirminies he returned to bagdat. He had 

» Tluj W coimtry borfermg oa Hvt government of oacdad nortliward from 
“ purfes, cacA of 500 dollar^ at 4/, are ci^ual to i o,cco /. 
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artfully fown dlvifions among the chiefs r of the Ahabs, particularly the 1741. 
MUNTISIKS and BENliiAMES ; by this means he became their arbitrator, 
and turned the fcaie, infomuch that he appointed and depofid their chiefs 
as he found it raoft for his intereft : this Was the reafon for his declin- 
ing to fight them. Befides, he thought it neceflary to return immediately 
to his government ; for he forefaw, that nadir shan Would attack the 
TURKS ;i and'if he engaged himfeif at the head of an army out of his 
jurifdidlion, the port might probably infill on his taking the command 
againll the Persians, to which he was not the leaft inclined. He knew 
that by fuch means he fiiould put himfelf in the power of the grand 
fignior, whofe good-will he had fome reafon to fulpeft ; or at leaft that 
he thould engage with an enemy, againft whom he apprehended he 
liiould make the bell defence witbin his walls. .. 1 1 

In tile mean while the aradain houles continued to adt vigoroully 
' againll: the Persians, who could not fupport the war againft them for 
want of fliips. Thefe people made feveral defeents on the Persian 
coaft, and carried off great numbers into flavery. The end of this 
year, nadir fent an officer to require the delivery of his fubjedts in bas- 
soRA, which was tlireatened with a fiege by the Persians j-whilft the 
coldnefs of achmed basha towards the Turkish intereft, rendered him 
fulpedled of holding a correlpondcnce with the Persian king, and gave 
great occafion of alarm at coNsrANriNOPtE. , 

There is a proverbial faying among the Persians, If any Persian 
" king is a fool, let him march againft the lesoees by which is 
plainly linderftood, that however potent an army may be, the iituation of 
the mountains of daoistan is fiicb, and the people are fo brave, that 
the fuccefs 'of an expedition againft them muft be very precarious. 

Nadir, whom no Persian king exceeded in vanity or ambition, deter- 
mined to try his fortune againft them. They had given him great of- 
fence upon feveral occafions, particularly by that incutfion during his 
abfence in indsa, ,in which his brother ibraaim khan was flain; 
nor was shirvan ever free from their inroads j fo that great part of that 

2 ‘ province 

r Thefe they cell cuaize. 
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province was rendered defolate. The end of this year nabir marched 
at the head of thirty five thoufand men into shirvan, and from thence 
ditefted his courfe into the mountains of the lesgees. In order to faci- 
htate Iris progrefs, he caufed vaft quantities of wood to be hewn down 
on both fides the road, defigning to fruftrate any attempt which thefe 
TARTARS might make to he in ambufcade. In this he feemed alfo to 
have a further view. The attack which his fon had lately made, on his 
life in the ftreights of astrabad, rendered him tlie more eircumfpeft, 
nor was he ignorant that the lescees are as crafty as they are brave 

About the beginning of this year he entered dagistan. Here he 
found a very different people from the Indians, whom he had fo lately 
conquered. Inftead of inarching through open and fertile plains,' in- 
habited by a rich and effeminate people, he was to climb up mountains, 
in many places inacceflible, and which in general ferved as a natural bul- 
wark to tliofe vallies, where only he could cxpedl to find provifions. 
Thefe were defended by a flout hardy people, whofe love of liberty 
had through ages tendered them invincible ; and if he could penetrate ' 
through the defiles into thefe vallies, his enemies might ftill take fhelter" 
in their mountains, and render all his attempts abortive. 

The terror of his arms had however induced fome of them in the 
fouthern parts to fend hoflages, and make their fubmiflion. Of tlicfe he 
removed a confiderable number into kiiorasan, as well to people that 
province, as to prevent their future irruptions into the eersian domi- 
nions, This Hep ferved only to irritate the other LESorns, Nadir 
having left one of his generals with a body of eight thoufand men at a 
pafs, which .commands an entrance into the mountains, he marched for- 
ward in putfuit of thec.vRACAiTA* lescees ; thefe having retired, and 
drawn liiin deep into their country, alarmed the inhabitants of the hills. 
After uniting fome confiderable bodies of tlicir forces, they came down 
during tlie night, and put bis whole army into the usmoff confufion. 

1 !ie> even attacked the royal tent, took away fome of nadir’s treafure, 
trd fcvvral of his women. 

In 

s„ Vc! I p., ■ Th.v.oraCa-'c-l-'acl..abi;<T, TJrfce 

■ cc.ii-ic_corn.el„K3pco,Icarorjticn.eiit a 
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' In the mean while, ,thc Persian general, who was ’left with eight 
thoufand men to fecure the communication with siiirvan, was alfo at- 
tacked with great fury. The lesgees furprized this body of troops S 
and having the advantage of a wood and rifing ground, they made great 
havock among the Persians, before the latter^were able to repulfe 
them. » . ‘ 

After many fruitlefs attempts, n'adir found his army'in great diftreft 
for provifions. Shirvan liad been impoveriilied to an extreme degree, 
fo as not to be able to fupply him, *nor was the communication open for 
caravans j he therefore dire<fted his courfe to derbend, the inhabitants 
of which foon felt the fatal eftedts of his neighbourJiood. Here he began 
to be extremely fenfible of the great ufc of /hips, by means of which he 
might receive a fupply of provifions from the foutliern coaft of the 
CASPIAN SEA, Tins clrcumftancc calls to mind a memorable tranfaiftion 
of this year®, with relation to the condudl of John elton, the English 
fadlor, whofe injudicious engagement gave fo great offence to the Rus- 
sian court, and fo fatal a wound to our Caspian commerce : but there has 
been already too much faid on this fubjedt, to need any further obfervation. 

This mighty conqueror was now brought fo low, that the remains of 
his /battered forces, reduced to twenty thoufand men, muft have deferted 
or totally peri/hed, had tiiey not been fbpplied by the Russians. Every 
part of the world furni/hes us with in/lances, of the love of gain carrying 
private men beyond the bounds preferibed by laws. I never could con-' 
ceive, that nadir entertained the lea/l thought of invading the Russian 
dominions, but it was fufficient matter of alarm that he attempted to 
fubdue the lesgees j therefore orders were fent from court, that no provi- 
fions /hould be conveyed as merchandize to the Persian army. However, 
the traders of astr achan had a/Turance of fo vaft a profit, that tliey could 
not refift the temptation, as I have already explained ^ : but derbend not- 

with/landing 

k A FssScii nuZoaary who was pr^/ejif in ihe piksian cusp open this occafion, infonned me 
of fevcral paiDculats of the great braverj of the rsittiAHS. * We find £LTon wa* 

at haoir’s camp. See Vol I. page 153. * Vd. L page tzj. 
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withflanding fuffered fuch diftrefs, that a great part of the inhabitants 
pcriihed by famine. 

The long continuance of the Persian army on the Russian frontiers, 
created a fufpicion at the court of ST. Petersburg, that nadir would 
make pretenfions to kislar, as being built on the Persian territories. 
Tills is certain, that he took great oifence at the conduiSt of a Russian 
officer towards feme of his troops, who approached too near to that 
fort i but for this, fatisfaaion was made him by the court. Though the 
temptation of gain had thus engaged the Russian merchants to fupply 
the PERSIANS, yet the court of st. Petersburg was fo far alarmed at 
their approach, that great magazines were ordered to be formed in As- 
TRACiiAN. This city was alfo put in a ftate of defence, and a body 
of troops, to the number of twenty tlioufand, under the command of 
■ general tarakanoff, were ordered to file off towards kislar.. 

The LESGEES had intimated their defire of putting thcmfelves under 
the ptoteSionof Russia, from the time of nadir’s firft invading their 
country s and it certainly was the intereft of that empire to fupport the 
independency ST thofe brave mountaineers, who form fo fafe a barrier 
againft the Persians. The arrival of the Russian troops contributed, 
to defeat nadir’s defigns, fo that he found himfelf obliged to abandon an 
enterprizc to which his (kill and fortune were not equaL 

As foon as tlie Russian general arrived in the neighbourhood of da- 
GISTAN, the LESGEES made application to him ; and from an apprehen- 
fion of the danger they might be expofed to, in cafe nadir was deter- 
mined to profecutc his defign of reducing them, they wrote to this com- 
mander as follows : 

“ Mcfi Unmrsd and mofl acccmpli/Led general and commander in chief, 

“ Our mod humble petition confifts in this i all the inhabitants of 
•* DAGISTAN having been informed that you are arrived near the fron- 
“ tiers of mslar with an imperial army, and that your intention is to 
defend and protcdl the fubjedts of hcr»impcrial majclly in andiiersaa, 
uosEKoFi, and uaxan, as alio all the chiefs and rulers of the (fates 
1 ' bordering 
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“ bordering' on the dominions of her imperial ‘majefty : after longing 1742' 
“ expeflations of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
“ of the whole nation to defire your interceflion, that her imperial ma- 
jefty. may receive us under her puiflant protedbion, and permit us to 
“ be her Haves. We ate determined to hold the golden border of her 
“ imperial robes, and in fpite of all the evils that may threaten us, we 
“ will not be dragged from them, nor feek any other protedion, nor 
“ acknowledge any other fovereign than God and her imperial majelly. 

' “ We hereby make a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial ma- 
“ jelly, whom we mod humbly implore to proted us againd our ene- 
“ mies, and in her exalted clemency to give a favourable anfwer to our 
“ petition. And that her puifiant majedy may know in what num- 
“ bers our troops confid, we fend you a lid as follows ! 


“ Achmed khan the ousmai has . ' 12,000 

The tribe ' of APARz - - - 13,000 

“ Achmed KHAN lord f of scHUNKETiN - 2,700 

“ In the didrids of kanschukul ; - - 8,000 

>' In ABV - - . - - y,ooo 

“ In ABUGAL and kalacksky , . 7,000 

In CARACK ' . _ - . 7,500 


“ In the didrids of KusTt 500. In KiY 2,500 - 3,000 

“ In GEDAT 4.000. In KiNjoDE looo ; and in Ku-l , 

' > 0,000 

“ RADA lOOOr - - - - J 


men 


« 66,200’”* 


Thefe people, known to the world, but particularly to the Persians, 
for their bravery and deady love of libetty,now defended themfelves againd 
the conqueror of INDIA, the' mod powerful of all the monarchs of die 
ead. Nadir faw, though too late, that he had committed a very falfc 

Ff2 ft'Pi 


• Hozoi ■ Deo- - ‘ Thefe I Fieftme ate lie czzacaita. who SiWed 

VAOiA's army fo much. ‘ Tha oomber fceoa 

been geaeialfy thousht able to bnog into the fieU. tho’ the fcvenl ilirfon, of them may have eatly 
treated culiakcs as tt> their flrcng^. 
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1742. ftep; nor could he retire, without weakening his intereft in Persia; 
and his reputation in general. He was fcnfible moreover that thefe very 
LESGEES would be encouraged by his retreat, to infult all the frontier 
country, and treat the Persians in thofe parts as a conquered people, 
unlefs he employed a more numerous body of forces to guard shirvan, 
than confided with his other defigns. However, of the two evils, it 
feemed the greateft to wade his time and dedroy his troops, when he 
might employ them ufefully in other important projedls. 

From this time we find nadir fecretly difguded with the Russian 
court i however, after his return into Persia he Cent for the minifter of 
her imperial majedy who attended the army, and told him, “ that he was. 

furprized it ever diould be imagined he intended to invade the Russian* 
“ dominions : that it was true he had not been treated with refpedt, 
** RUSSIA having failed to fend a folemn embafiy to congratulate him on 
“this exaltation to the throne of Persia; but as he underdood there 
“ had been great changes at sx. Petersburg, he excufed that forma- 1 
“ lityf' at the fame time he defired the minider to difpatch a courier 
to his court to Inform tlie emf>refs, “ that he was intirely difpofed to 
** fupport the peace and good underdanding which fubfided between the 
“ two empires.’' . 


During the courfe of this unfortunate expedition in the north, al?airs 
in the fouih feemed to prefage as iiltie felicity to Persia. Taghi khan 
wlio commanded in iHinASs, was fent by tl^e king into the country of * 
NiMROuzh in quality of general and admiral, with orders to build ihips 
at BENDER EBOU CHEHRE. This RHAN was lio foonct arrived upon the 
coad ; than he demanded of the irench, the dutch, and other Euro- 
pean nations, flnps and Hiip* builders: and at length, either by money 
or forcible meafurcs, he obtained a fleet of (hips. One great indance of 
nadir’s cruelty exerclfcd towards the people at this time, was that of 
obliging them to cut timber in mazanderan^ and tranfport it to ben- 
der ABAssi- In a drait line, this is fix hundred and fixty miles, and if 


• I find moft of t>e maps which hare faUca under tny infpe^oB, are \ery dtPcicnt wij> regard to 
Uc.cpaccs The ARABS inhabit the north coaA of the Persian guli; ard part of the ban •* of 
the TIGRIS ar4 typ.iRATE5, bcfidcs their proper coantf) of Arabia. * bee Vol I, page aes. 
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we confider the circuit they muft take to render the toad praflicable. we 
muft calculate at lead: one third more: Ib that it was very plain from this 
proceeding, that he did not Ib much conlider how things were to be done, 
as that his commands Ihould be executed at ail events. Great quantity of 
timber was. cut on this occafion; but it was tranfported no farther than 
the diftridt of verameh, where it probably remains to this day. 

The ARABIAN IMAM or chief of mescat being depofed, fled with his 
family and treafures on board his Iliips then in the port, and failed to 
KHURrcKiAN ', wheie he landed. From thence he proceeded to julfar, 
where was taghi khan with the Persian forces. His intention was to 
put himfeif under the protedtion of the Persians, on condition they 
would iiflift him. to recover his dominions from his rebellious fubjefls. 
...This defign being difcovered, feveral of his followers abandoned him, 
and carried the veffels again to aiescat. This incident was attended 
with the junflion of the houles and mescats. The new chief of tlie ' 
latter being informed that taghi khan, at the inlb'gation of the depo- 
fed laiAM, intended to diredl all his force againft that city, retired witii 
his troops to matra, a place a league diftant. Mescat being thus aban- 
doned, the PERSIANS entered it without any precaution : and the Arabians 
taking advantage of the falfe fecurity of their enemies, furprized and put 
them to the fword. The mescats were alfo vifloiious at fea. 

, ■JFibi'if .v. 4 a?r.v .nor .land nod foa, and nr ibo fame 

time forming a great army with defign to adl againfl the Turks, Persia 
groaned under the burthen of infupportable taxes. The treafures of India 
ferved only to increafe tliemlfery of the people, by affording them a fre- 
quent and melancholy fubjeiff of refledlion on the avarice of their king. 
Notwitbftanding the vaft projefts which nadir had formed, and the nu- 
merous forces lie was preparing, m order to carry his defigns into execution, 
he had not yet touclied hia indi iN treafures, fince tliey were depofited at 
K.FX.AT. Wh.it could be the effedt of fuch a condudt ? Exorbitant taxes, 
exadted witli all the aggravating circumftanccs which inhumanity can fug- 
geft, drove thoufands to defpair. Whole villages and towns retired into the 
, mountains, 
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2 mountainSi to avoid the barbarous treatment llievvn them by the shah’s 
' coUedlors. Crowds of tlie people fled into the northern parts of indw, 
where their king had fo lately triumphed ; and great numbers ppt them- 
felves under the prote<3ion pf the TURKS. On the'fouthcrn coaft fome 
fled into ARABIA ; and not a few took every opportunity of tranfporting 
tliemfelves by fea into the moghoi,’s empire. In the heart of PERSIA 
things took the fame courfe. The Armenians and others, who were 
cciually diftrefled by exadlions, left their habitations under the pretence 
of commerce or religious pilgrimages ; infomuch-that the rahdars ' were 
ordered to examine paflports. The freedom of egrefs, which ufed to pre- 
vail, was much interrupted, on this occafion, orders being given to the da- 
ROUGAS“, and alfo to the rahdars of great cities, not to let any one pals 
near the frontiers without paflports. As thefe were refponfible if any 
perfon mifled them, they were very vigilant in their duty. The Per- 
sians ufually travel with their women, and all the furniture necelTary to 
life > under thefe circumftanccs it was very dilHcult for them to efcape, 
had they been fure of bread in foreign climates. 

This was one great realbn why julfa ” was not totally abandoned by 
the ARiiENiANs. The government of Isfahan, which is reckoned 
twenty-four leagues long, and as many broad, comprehends the dillridls 
of TCHI, .mardin, kieraridge, kahab, baraan, perhavar, elkhan, 
and ROUNOESTER. Some of thefe were formerly well peopled ; but now 
they exlnbitcd only a dreary walle, moft of the inhabitants being fled 
or difperlcd: numbers had taken a precarious refuge in the mountains of 
Z.OR1STAN ; their lands were left untillcd, and their houlcs mouldered 
into ruins. In flsoit, all the dillrcflcs of an unfuecclsrul war, or the in- 
vafion of a barbarous enemy, could not plunge the people into greater 
mifery than the victories of tlicir tyrannical king, who feemed more Ibl- 
licitous to humble his own lubjcCls, than his enemies. 

This 

' * Raiisas (* iheieTJa gii-so w Uiafi: whoaicCjciar cenaA-i pollj ja tfca tiiEcr to ea- 

aauit pa.ta„c.i, or muic loll Acewa nj lo an an. cal ciabliiinca:. tkey aic gbl jed to roFfi*! 
a « ni ‘ -r of a cji. to paiol and keep tlic read clear t aad upen Uin accoaa: arc ecu led to a 
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TL.j VMS not lefi, owing to thb little love lie boie'to tfie i>i;i(. 

5IAN6, than to his apprclienfions of theii- feditious fpint, Which he ilrea.'ed 
more than the armies of the Indians, tukks, or tartars. If he could 
have cut the Persians off atoneftroke, ascALioiJLk'wilhed inreiirdto 
the ROMANS, it is not unrealbiiable to believe that nAdi& would hive re- 
joiced to have done it ; had it been poflible'to re-people the country from 
any other quarter. Every circumftance of his condudl feemed to prove 
this ; fince without altering his meafurcs, which gave fuch high provoca- 
tion to rebellion, his chaftifenients were fo extreme, that he was not fa- 
tisfied without killing or putting out die eyes of all ^ the people, who 
appeared in arms againfl: him. 


During the courfe of this, year, the pout was agitated with variety of 
fears, in regard to the armies of Persia. The name ■ of nadir had 
fpread fuch a terror on the minds of the TURKS fix years before, as this 
period of time had not fubdued. The revolt, of th? Arabians, who 
often blockaded bassora, was a further circumfiance of alarm, lefithefb 
people Ihould join their enemy, for as fuch they confidered nadir shah, 
though he had not yet declared bimielf. ' 


The conferences held at erzcroum in jANuAnr produced no effedt. 
Nadir had ordered his fon with a body of fifty tlioufand men to remain 
in and about hamadan, where he caufed a great quantity of aitillcry to- 
be call:. The Turks therefore thought it neccfliiry to keep a numerous 
body of troops in the confines of bagdat: but the hopes of , accommo- 
dation dill continuing, the grand fignior fent murIfe eppendi into da- 
gist an, where he defired an dudience. Nadir declined entering into, 
this bufinefs* but promlfed the Turkish niiniller to give him an anfvver 
on the pliins of mogan. After his expedition againft the LESGECsf he 
. explained himfelf in feme meafure, by requiring the rellitution of all the 
provinces in Armenia, Asia minor, and Georgia ; which were for- 
merly conquered by tamereane. The Turks were fo alarmed at this 
declaration, that bcfidcs tlie great army which was aflembled near baG-^ 
DAT, another was ordered to meet on the banks of the Euphrates 


near erzeroum. 


Towards 
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1742. ■ Towards the clofe of the year, nadir wrote a letter to the grand fig- 
liior, couched in general terms, in which he expreffed an inclination to 
cultivate a good underflanding with the port. He alfo wrote to the 
DASHA of BAGDAT, making propolals of accommodation in terms, as if 
the two powers had already been engaged in a war. Thefe fteps were 
conlldered in no other light, than as a defign to lull the court into an 
eafy fecurity ; and by no means relieved the inquietude of the fultan and 
his miniflers. • , 

The SWEDES having declared war the middle of this year againfl; the 
RUSSIANS, they made great follicitations at the otto.man court, to en- 
gage the TURKS to brealc with their enemies, in order to create a power- 
ful diverfion in fivour of Sweden. The Turks, however, faw the 
danger on the fide of Persia too well, to be drawn into any fuch fnarej 
efpecially as they had fo lately accommodated their differences ; nor did 
that nioft remarkable revolution which happened in Russia at the clofe 
of tlie lafl year, occaCon any change in the mcafures of the port. ■ 

What ferved to fupport the fpirits of the grand lignior, was the re- 
, dudfion of the zu-beit and mudans, two tribes of Arabians, who 
had revolted. Achmed basha finding that thefe people had offered to 
put themfelves under the protection of NADIR SHAH, fentsULiMAN, his 
lieutenant r, with a confiderablc body of forces, who defeated thofe 
ARABIANS, and returned home with a rich booty. The Turks have 
often occafion to ufe feverity on tliele people, who are naturally, turbu- 
- lent and inconflant. To keep them poor therefore has generally been 
the bcfl expedient to keep them humble. The fuccefTes which sun- 
MAN had obtained, were likely to anfiver a double purpofe, by awing 
thefe tribes, and by intimidating others. 

The TURKS were alfo relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the 
defigns which the Persians might have formed againft bassora. Na- 
dir had caufed fevcral magazines of provifions' to be collcfled on the 
frontiers of that diflriiftj but in September he ordered them to be fold. 

' This 
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Tills was a'circumftancc happy to this city aiid its neighbourhood in i 
two refpefls. The war with, the J-RABIams Imd occafioned a icarcily, 
wiiiie ACilMBD BASHA not ciiufing.to trod to tlic profeflions of iiis 
friend nadir, iiad amalTed great quantities of provifions in tliofe pirt», 
and fent them to bagdat. Tiiis fupply was therefore the more wel- 
come toBASSORB, where the fwclling of the eupkratbs had occafioned 
an inundation, which produced an epidemical diforder. 

We have lately feen an inftance of the force of gain, with regard to 
the RUSSIANS : the love of it often triumphs over every otlier cOnfider- 
ation. Tlie Turks reaped fomc benefit from buying of tiiefe provi- 
fions i but at the fame time they fold great' numbers of horfes in kour- ■ 
DisTAN, and other places in tlie ottoman dominions, to the Persians. 

A CQurfe of uninterrupted campaigns had fo fir ruined the Persian ca- 
valry. that they could not liave continued the war agiinfl the pubks,, ' 
without thefe fuccours : notwithftanding which tlie avarice of the basiias 
and governors induced them to connive at the praftice, infonTuch that 
this year above fixty tlioufand horfes, befides a great number of camels 
and mules, were fold by the Turks and Arabians for the ufe of na- 
dir’s armyl 
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' 'bASHA a/ BAGDAT. NaDIR Wl DAGISIAN. ' 

MAN court. ■ Nadir fiuds cmbaffadorc to bagdat. Tie grund Jigmor 
declare! '.car againfi the Persians. Nadir’i plan of operations for the 
campaign. 
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minds of the Persians, towards the clofe of his year he caufed jt to- 
be proclaimed, that as he had acknowledged the belief of the sunnis 
for the orthodox faith, he required all his fubjeas to follow ,his ex- 
ample. 

Under the circumftanccs of fear, this declaration created a fufpicion in. 
the TURKISH miniftry, that it was an artifice of nadir shah, by imi- 
tating the condua of ashreff’, to taint the minds of the Turks with 
religions prejudices ; and the fame fuccefs which that prince had met, 
with regard to his fecurity againft the turns, nadir might poffibly find 
in his conqueft of turkey. 

Achmed, easha of BAQDAT, Was critically fituated between the pow- 
erful and ambitious nadir, and the jealoufy of the Turkish court : the 
former, tho’ he profeffed himfelf a friend to the basha, afpired at the 
conqueft of B aOdat j whdft the latter was concerned to fee this govern- 
ment in feme degree difmembered from the ottoman empire.' Had 
BAGDAT been in left flcilfnl hands, it might very probably have fallen a 
facrifice to the Persians j and yet many of the Turks gave this general 
the odious appellation of nizam ai muluck, in allufion to the treachery 
whiclt was imputed to that Indian lord, as already related. 

In whatever light the conduft of the basha might appear to the 
PORT, it was his parts and genetofity which fupported him,’ and not 
his treafon. By thefe be engaged the friendfliip of almoft every one 
who had any connexion with h m : his officers fetved him with the ut- 
moft fidelity, and confidered their, own fortune as infeparable from his. 
But this genetofity had hkewife its mixture of evil, as by this means his 
coffers were generally empty ; infomuch, that he was often obliged to 
t^mand money from the court. He had now exadted fix hundred purfes' 
from the ARABIANS, whom his lieutenant, suliman basha, had lately 
defeated. The jews of bagdat were alfo obliged to fupply him with 
two hundred purfes. Their cliief banker was accufed of .an illegal com- 
merce with the daughter of a TUBKisit emir ’, and would have fuffered 

death, , 
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death, if they had not paid this pecuniary raula, together with feven 
hundred purfes which tvas due to the banker from tlie basiia; but this 
event,, whether the jew was really guilty or not, ballanced the account. 

The good underftanding which was fuppofed to fublift between na- 
dir SHAH and tlte governor of bagdat, gave the Turks ho fniall in- 
quietude. They were in no condidon to compel him to give up his go- 
vernment; and out of. fear of driving him to any defperate expedient, 
they diflembled their apprehenfions, and worked fecretly to accomplifli 
their purpofe. Among other flcps, the court fent feveral bashas to 
BAGDAT with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a Hate of 
defence againfl: the armies of Persia; but this expedient did not take 
effeft. The basiia faw through the difguife which the court put on, 
and refufed to give any admittance to thole troops, reprefenting to the 
grand lignior, that his own forces were fuflicient to defend the city and 
its dillriiif. 

If ACHMED could have been fuppofed capable of joining his ibrces to 
Nadir shah, with a view to conquer turkev, fuch a junflion was 
prafdcable ; but if he had no fuch dcfign, (as indeed how could a man 
of his parts commit fo grofs an abfurdityf) the conduft of the ottoman 
court was very, imprudent with regard to her own fafety. The circum- 
ftances of the basiia rendered it neceflary, that the grand lignior fliould 
be kept in fear of the Persians, as a decifive blow on either fide might 
oblige him to yield up his government ; and it was plain enough that 
NADIR was preparing for feme important enterprize. 

Had the Turks been in circumfianccs of fupporting a war agalnll 
-PERSIA, the perplexed condition in which nadir found himfelf in da- 
GisTAN, fendered the occafion favourable ; however, it was feme con- 
folation to them, that the rapidcourfe of his arms had met fuch a check, 
as might afford them time to coUcift troops, and alfo treafurc to fupport 
them. 

G g 2 la 
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In FCBRDARY tliis year, nadir abandoned his enterprize on dagi- 
sTAN • and leaving dereend, he marched to the plains of mogan, not 
without apprehenfions that the Turks would make fome irruption into 
his dominions, before he could put himfelf at the head of his forces. 

. The grand fignior had reafon to be perfuaded that he never fhould 
have a folid peace with nadir, till he had an opportunity to humble 
him. The port was willing to think, that his fuccefles arofe from his 
intrigues, and the force of his bribes, as well as his valour and military 
knowledge. Upon this principle, they began to confider him as lefs dan- 
gerous, in a prefumption that he would have no advantage over them by 
treafonable pradlifes. Their eyes being alfo more open to their intereft, 
they faw the fault which they had committed, in lofing many favourable 
opportunities ; and prepared in the moil effedtual manner to take mca- 
fures to free themfelves from any future alarms. 

The vizir ali basha employed all his ikill and intereft to dlfplace 
AOiiMED, BASHA of BAGDAT : he even carried his refentment fo far, as 
to tamper with osman basha, governor of the citadel ' of bagdat j 
and to promife him the government of the city and province, if he could 
by any means remove aciimed. This propofal not being accepted, the 
vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of caftern intrigues, tried ach- 
MED i and orders were difpatched to him to fend the head of os.man. 
Being furprized at fo extraordinary a commiflion, in prejudice to a 
nun againft whom he had no caulc of complaint, he acquainted os- 
.man w.ih the affair. This produced an explanation on both fidcs: 
the mutual confidence which from thence arofe, eftablifhed their friend- 
Ihip ; and they had foon after the pleafure of feeing their enemy dif- 
^ poffcfled of his oflicc. Achmed was at length confirmed in his go- 
vernments, both of bagdat and bassora j the grand fignior’s decree 
for this purpofe arriving in APRii. The court had wifely judged tliis 
to be the beft expedient, to remove the offence given the basha, to- 
gether with their oun jealoufy. 

, Ic 
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It is probable that nadir made feme attempt to corrupt acsmed. i743i 
The vile principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervient 
to his ends, might have induced him to play off his diabolical engines, 
and try the efficacy of gold. Myrza zeki, a perfon much in the con- 
fidence of NAUm, was lent by him to bagvat, in the charaaer of em. 
baflador to the basha, who received him with great demonftrations 
of kindnefs, and a profufion of magnificence. The embafiador acquaint- 
ed the BASHA, that his mailer intended to make the pilgrimage of imam 
ADI, and other places in the neighbourhood of bagdat, where the 
PERSIANS were wont to pay their devotions ; and that he would fend 
four KHANS with troops to efcort him. The basha could by no means 
■ relilh this information, as it feemed to conceal fome fecret defign foreign 
to the pretence of leligion; however, in return for the honour which 
had been done him in this embafly, he fent his kinfman mahommed, 
KIAYA, to attend the embafiador, alfo with letters and magnificent 
prel'cuts for nadir : .uiiong the latter were ten beautiful horfes richly 
ciparjfoncJ. This embafiy produced no other effefl, than to confirm 
that cllcem which the Persian king had ahvays_e,iprefled for the 
BASHA. 

Whilll thefe negoti.itioiis were carried on, the port faw the ftorm 
ready to burtl forth. The eleventh of jUnc the horfes tails were hung 
out of tlic feiaglio at constan pinoplc as a fignal of war. At the fame 
tune orders weie given to llrengthen the ottoman army on the banks 
of tlie rupHRATEs near erzerouai The Persians had already com- 
menced holblities; and bassor.a and bagdat were invefted almoft at 
the fame time, the former by a body of thirty thoufand Persians, who 
were joined to fome tribes of Arabian's. The/ took immediately the 
fort of cURDiLANon the fide of the river oppofite to that city: they alfo 
ravaged feveral fmail towns and villages, and put many of the inhabi- 
tants to the fword, taking their women into llavery. The territories of 
BAGDAT, which Were hardly lecovercd from the calamities they had fiif- 
fered ten years before, were alfo pillaged and laid wafte. 
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i7«- 


/ 

238 THE HISTORT OP 'TartV. 

The TURKS however colkSed a greararmy on the fide of erzezoum, 
and another at diarbekir, and determined to make head againfl: the ene- 
my. The persiak troops which were before bassora and bagdat, 
were therefore ordered to leave thofe places and join at Mosul, and from 
thence to advance to diIArbekir. The plan for the operations of the 
campaign being formed, nadEr himfelf at the head of a great body of 
forces marched to van, wfth a defign to hem in the xuRits at erzeroum, 
and force them to a battle, and then to attack the ottoman dominions 
in two different parts at the fame time, and pulh his conqueft as far as 
the capital. He had been fome time making preparations to take the 
field j bat he did not begin the campaign with fo much ardour as in his 
former war againft the Turks. The repulfe he had met in dagistan, 
had in fome degree diminifiied his reputation; whilft the acquifitions 
which his troops had made in India, rendered them to all appearance, 
lefs defitous of war. 

The love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, will ever 
be grateful to mankind; but even fuccefs in war muft tire and diftrefs. 
The moft fortunate campaigns have generally been attended with great 
labour, and leldom without the lofs of many lives to the vidtors ;- yet 
according to the common nations of mankind, to wade through rivers of 
blood is the glory of military atchievments : fo much does a vicious felf- 
•love counteract the great defigus of providence. 
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Tlje TUUKS pui ihemfehes in a ftate of defence., 7be bactiaris ani< 
BALOUCHES revolt, ^he turks fend a- pretender into Persia, vsho 
" h joined by d great body of lesgees and Persians in shirvan. Tbef. 
are defeated by the bzksikh forces under the command of neer ali 
MYRZA, Rebellion of tachi khan in shirass fupprejjed, 

A fter a campaign of near fourteen years, the- ardour of the per- 1743, 
SIAN foldiers began to abate, whilft the turks recovered irom 
their apprehenfions, Mosul was put in a condition of defence, and the 
PERSIANS endeavoured in vain to maJee themfelves mafters of it ; they 
loft a great number of men before the town, and were obliged to raife 
the fiege Ali dasha, governor of diarbekir, commanded a numerous 
army, and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general to 
ftop their progrefs, had they even fuccecdcd at mosul ) hut that blow 
failing, prudence forbid, their advancing any further, whilft an uncoii- 
quered country remained behind them. 

Nadir found the turks every where prepared for his reception ; ai 
number of fortified towns, defended by an enemy become brave by 
their experience, feeraed refolved neither to be won by his intrigues, 
nor to be fubdued by the terror of his name. Superiority of numbers, 
and the mere dint of valour were therefore Jiis only refourccs; and 
as he was fenfible that his condufb had rendered the Persians every 
where ripe for a revolt, the lofs of a battle would probably have been 
his ruin. As the turks kept only on the dcfenfivei the iflucof the war 
could not eafily be determined by any decifive blow. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances nadir retired to the neighbourhood ofKERKoUD, where the 
tuRics fuffered him to remain unmolcfted. 

In the mean while near two thoufand fiimilies of the bactiaris, 
whom the Persian king had tranlported to the province of khoras^n, 

5 returned 
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1743. returned to tlieir own country.; where, they, letired into the mountains; 
refolving to’fliake off the Persian yoke. Nadir being app^ehcnfiye 
that others would follow their ejcample, fent a great body of ousbcgs 
to keep them in awe. The balouchi.s alfo. refufed to fend yny^ fur- 
thei fupphes of men or money.; and a body of Persian troops, which 
had marched againft thenij was defeated. 

A great Mtt of the frontier country to the fouth, and alfo the inha- 
bitants o^*e fea eoaft, finding nadir’s government infuppprtable, too.k 
up arms at the fame time : xAGHricHAN, the governor of farsistan, 
followed their example. This [chan was alfo a beglerbeg, and had 
been much efteemed by nadir; he w.as permitted to wear the heron'e 
feather on the left fide, and to ride upon an elephant ; which was not 
granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The feveral 
expeditions wfiich this icahn had made againft the mascats, hiving been 
attended with very ill fortune,. his reputation with the king was much 
declined, Khalbelli khan, a relation of the shah, and an officer 
under taghi khan, was become fo great an objeift of jealbufy to nadir, 
that he gave orders to taghi khan to fend him his head ; but the beg- 
LERBEG made ufe of his intereft with his maftet, and faved khaebelli. 
Soon after taghi khan liimfelf was fiifpefted of treafon ; and under 
pretence of efteem and great confidence, nadir charged his relation to 
fend the khan prifoner to the camp. The mutual regard which fub- 
lifted between thefe two lords, naturally produced an explanation ; and 
they both faw that their fecurity depended only on their abilities to op- 
pofe the tyrant, whom late difappointments had rendered extremely cruel. 

Under thefe clrcumftanccs, they previoiifly concerted their meafures 
and refolved to rebel. To facilitate this defign, it was agreed that ta-' 
GHI KHAN Ihould £st out for the camp, as if he meant to give an ac- 
count of himfelf to the shah ; and that khalbelli fliould in a day or 
two fend after him, upon the pretext that a rebellion was breaking 
out, and therefore his prefence' became abfolutely neceflary at shirass. 
Accordingly the beglerbeg returned, and under pretence that the 
neighbouring people had taken' up arms againft the king, he colledied a 
• I body 
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•hoily oftitcaopS (Oiith'e ihumberlbf.fcveir thou'land,! ind feizedl all Ubb'i?^- 
Jiaval force on’ tbe PERSIAN) gulf, j ■ .... 


. * i Whilft thef^llorms 'were 't^fuRKs^hoiight 
^the^oppprtunity'very’fa'Wurable^lWi5men?a rBbein^’in^tfie'n^^^^^^ Tfil 

irioil proper ^inftrumehtS'Yor'their^^utpoie^w?V|';the'i^ The re- 
■ferit:ment;' 6 f thefe-peapIe'lfprUhe\al(e^p 6 ^’againif^’'them.'the ^ 
year, made them ‘for feme fairourable bpporCuniCy'of the 

EERSiANsl i'.Xh.&TUiiK.isH miniilfy’^efc>icnfible‘th^it'’NADiR* 8 -govem- 
pient ivaa-alrcady.becoma odious;: and that pbihbly^any'pretender'they 
might fet up under the notion-of being^ofuhft royal blobd’o'f the seffte 
fiinily, might make-a’diverfion in their favour'.-' ■'•For this purpbfethere 4 
fore they engaged.a. certain- P ersian named SAuN'’,- who pretended to ' 
be the younger fqn of shah hussein. The xuRK&alfo infinuated. {hat 
' sEFFiB'MYRZA/.thc^elder Ton, was yet alive under their protcdlon. "Saun ‘ 
had' made his\appearance in PERhA-'Toiiie' years before’, in the ,h’abit’*of a 
bi^RViSH, privately indnuating that he affeiied' tJiat garb to conceal bis 
' birth :'he'was then 'taken' by Ibrahim khan, -nadir’s' brother, who m 
contempt cut’ off* the tip of his 'liofc,' and fet hun at liberty. ' This .man 
was from that tinie called binni'e' buride’, ‘ or fnip-nofe. The Inhabi- 
tants '^of SHAMAKiE-now reccived' him with'gVeat demonft'rations of rc- 
fpeit, and he foon colledled an army to the number of fixteen thoufand 
men, 'of which the 'greateft part were lesg'ees, Thcfe brave moun- 
taineers had made incur/Ioris 'in' the neighbourhood of derbeWd from the 
‘ time of nadir’s leaving'that city; and kept'ihe garrifon in perpetual 
alarms. ' Taking the advantage of the night, they laid a quantity of gun- 
powder in the broken parts of the walls, and fetting fire to.it, did great mif- 
chief, tho’ they could not accomplifli the taking of the place ; this artifice 
was repeated feveral' tim«. ■ They often came in' large bodies, in the night, 
arid letting fly clouds of arrows at the troops who guarded'the walls, imme- 
diately changed theirfitualion j ib that tJie Persians were at alofsh’ow to 
aim tlieic artillery. All the arts of perfuafion, as well as violence had been, 
"^ufed to bring thefe tartars to a fubmiflion. The garrifon made .re- 
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17^3' frequcnt.fldrmiaies.\vhh them 5 both iides etet^ • 

cifing cruelties unwarrautable by the law of arms*. Thofe who Sur- 
rendered themfelves without fighting,- and promifed uridef'ah'oith not to 
bear arms agaihft the shah, were difmiffed by the Persians. ‘ A deiree 
was alfo fent amongft the lesgees, that whoever'would trade .with per-’^ 
SIA, Ihould be free of all duties, and that paflports lhould.be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons ; but this had little or no effedt , 

The continuation of thefe hoftilities kept deerbend almoft in as great 
diftrefs as when nadir left it. All the males who were above fixteen, 
were obliged to bear arms, and the young women above fourteen, |Were 
given as wives to the new recruits, by an arbitrary aft of, the goyernof 4 
whilft the fcarcity was fo great, that numbers died for want. 

1744. .The beginning of this year the pretender s au.r marched into shirvan,' 
at.the head of_anarmy,nnpftly compbfed of, lesgees. . They werc'pile ' 
lagihg at large, when a.bpdy of two.thoufand PERSiANs'in nadir’s in- 
tereft, endeavoured to, flop, their progrefs, but;Were intirely, routed.'. ;Th^ 
whole, province being thus threatened with defolation, nadir fent his;fo'ii 
NESR, ALt MVRZA, at the hrad of Twenty, 'five tfipufand,,men;,_, .The 
LESGEES, in conjunftion.with great numbers of people.of the province, 
made an obftinate refinance ; but after much bloodllied they were defeated 
near the conflux of the kora and ar as. It was here NADiR.was.chofen' 
king ; and on the fame fpot, where the people had. given fuch proof , of 
their weaknefs and corruption, was now ercfted a, monument of their. 

. mifery and diflrcfs. Nadir caufed a pyramid, of human heads r to be 
built in token of his.yiftory, and to deter the few remaining' inhabi- 
tants from any future rebellion. ‘ • ' ' - . ■ ‘ 

SAUN-fled tyith feventy .men only, but was. foon taken. The siiAii 
ordered his fon to cut, out one of .the eyes of this rebel, and that he 
fliould be then fent to. the ottoman court, with this meflage ; That 
“ nadir difdained to take the life, of fo delpicable a wretch, though 

■ - “’the 


I: wa, not oncomoion for tbc Fz.itiiARS to cat off the leg, of the LEsoerr, or to cut out 
^ taunt, that they might then make the beft of their tvay home. ■ , ' , 

> See Vol. I. page 38S, - , . 
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“the gi^nd fignior hid efpoufed hia canfe, • as a defcendant of the family 
“ 'of thc'SEFf lES ■'!' . ' i 

wt rpljsllion was- the,tum,of,aImoft.the whole 

y’’.®. ">?.?,.while; thc,.revoIt;of.TAGHi,KHAN 
^became a yerjr'ferious af&ir’;' he was one ofjthe laft-ofthe.antient peh- 
siAN nobility, and tho'.he had been, unforpinate in his nava( tyar.againft 
the Arabs; he had the, repumtion, of an able,fetefnian,.and a gallant' 
officer; qualities which rendered him Co much the greater objed of 
jealoufy. •“■NadIr detached- a body* of 'eighteen' thoufind ‘'mcn'to SHi-’ 
RASS,'* under- fome-of -his-moft 'experienced generals. '''•This was a ffirce 
fo much fuperior to- that of tachi'khan; that being' iii no 'capacity to 
meeftliem in'the field.'he fliut himfelf up in the cftyi "" -* 

We have already feen, to what deplorable circumliances the- city of. 
SHiRASSf the. ca'pitil of. FARSisrAN.'-was'reduced'ih 1724;, and a^in in 
1729;! it was-ribw once more doomed to beafceneof dillrefsaridflaugh-' 
terj .'Taohi khan defended the city for fome weeis/ but', at length it 
was'.tak'en by ftorm :- the inhabitants were puniflied with the utmoil fe-' 
verity;* and a great part of their eifedls were pillaged,' under the pre- 
tence of'fequeftrafton,' for the ufe of' the king.' Moll of thofe who had 
been in arms were put to the fword, or deprived of fight. TAoiit 
icHAu; attended by a patty of his friends, fled in the difguife of Ihepherds,' 
dut'-weijr ifitar idiCuvemi' ity-'nhr iltm.ah37'ol‘'hIt)i-Wtr ifiivains tide' 
was* brought to Isfahan witli'his favourite wife, and about forty of -his' 
neafell relations- and dependents.'- ’■ 

" This lady was violated before her bulband’s face by a common foldier;- 
' which was the highell indignity that could be offered to this nobleman, and- 
contrary to nadir’s ufual regard to women. His relations and friends 
were put to death ;* and himfelf, after being deprived of on'e'of his eyes, 
was callrated. Stridl orders were given, tliat all poflible care flioiild be’ 
taken, that the -operation fliould not afledl bis life, ft w.is'iaid, that 
..Ij,-.,,--- 1-'., ,c. .Hh-2 - ~ . 'Nadir 

• It was rcmark.iblc, that saum was thus fuffcred to efcape for the fccoml time. He was a rank 
preidlinarian, and concluded that he was j-et refcived for fsme extiaordinay event. » The 

twenty-five thouCmd men, mentioned in Vol. 1. jage a+.'^farl of 'them 1 imagine were for agairdl 

Ufe other rebel* in that neighbourhood. - 
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1744. nadie. had'jnadeian oath'' never to put tag hi khan to death, and 
was theieforc wanton in hi$ cruelty, without touching the ‘life- of this 
lord- It IS probable, that the shah thought him an honed: man, and 
a more able general, than many belonging to his army , and as he had 
given him his life, expefled from him the greater marks of fidelity. 
Upon what other principle can we,reconcde nadir’s condudl , i who, 
after thus gratifying his refentment, gave this khan the government of 
CABUL ? What particular circumlhnces might induce him to take fix 
extraordinary a refolution, my authorities do not mention it feems to be 
an elfedt of that caprice and wlum, whiph we find upon many occafions, 
as if he alfedted to eftablifii a rule of conduft, contrary to the fpiida- 
mental principles which common experience has taught mankind.'. 


CHAP. XXXII. 1 

Reielticit of astrabad English merebanti plundered Nadir riturm 
from TURKEX into Persia. 'Report concerning bit abdication Dijlrefs- 
of PERSIA The lURKS-CTwfe great preparation! for war. Nadir 
-mkreber into the Turkish domtmonil Battle fought mar erivan Me 
TURKS defeated, * 

T H E flames of civil war now fpread themfelves like a torrent In 
JANUARY this year, the khajars of astrarad alfo threw off die 
yoke, and chofe mahommed hassan '' as their leader. After joining a 
body of TURKOMAN TARTARS their neighbours, they took the capital 

of 

* It reems a! if oaths were Seemed very (acred dungs among the mahqmmeoans and that the 
•viUIl of men were not vile enough to difrcgord their engagements, to which they call the Almighty 
to witrcfs * Mr otter tnentjODS, that tag ji rjiAM no foonef arnved at-CAflui., than 

he rebelled , but 1 never heard chat cabwi. did rebel nil after the death, of nadir siia ), cr jull 
before when twauaras khan commanded the Persian forces on the Indian fde It is true,, 
that many events have happened, which for w*Jit of correfpoadenee, and from the wnd d forders of 
a country rent with avil wars, have never reached su rope I have already obferved, that for ray 
ove-n part I adopt only what i have part cidar ic;fon to bcl eve is true, and thofc events wh ch appear 
but impcrfeftJy rcl t*d with regard to cmoadboccs, the peadcr wall afenbe to the manner in wh cfa 
they have been loaded to us J * The fon of patbv ah khan, xjientiorcd 
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■ ofthe province; leized'tlie.SHAHVtreafure;.' arid plundered a valuableca- 174.4 
ravaii-beloriging-ioiHie'ijRiTisH RVssii compddf- ;wh 6 ' Were at this time- ‘ 
attempting to open .i-neW;trade-.'ovcr the CASPiAWica to' aiesched. nov* 

‘ COnfidered as the eapind'af-the'eiDpire.-''"' ' 

• ■ Tiierc carinot'be 'a 'greater demonilfationp^ the-fial VdeSs .of a lyran- 
’ Jiical 'gdyerririierit, than' the extreme' rafliriels*^ of .tli'e ‘jinhabitanti' of'-this 
province. . MahomIued hassan had held a’ corfeiporidence 'with' sAutr, 
atid acknowledged him as lovefcign. 'He propofed,. that whilll sAirW'vvas 
conquering off the weftern coaii; he would reduce, tlie/fouthern parts bor- 
' dering on ‘the Caspian, fea. --'It 'v/as' with. diflic'ulty jieraifed .‘a little army 
of. three thoufapd men; ‘and saon, tho’ he h'eaded'fixtecri th6ufjhd,'vyas 
not able to'fupport’himfeif.'againft the numerous .force's of nadiu; yet 
the temptation' of plundering tliii t'fcafure and caravan, drew the infatuated 
followjers of 'uAssAN'.iiito'deftmaidn. ' *rhe''minute bircumliances of this 
rebelhori'ar’e relate'ddh'my firft v'dl’ume'. -I ha've thcrefijre 'only tp'add, 

' that this army of KHAjAU's'aiid'TURKUM'ANS were in the following iri'onth 
defeated by'fiftcendiuridreddf the shah's troops from khorasan ; and by 
their- lofs in. battle, executions, and fequ'eftrations, the whole province-wae 
.■ ' fuincBl--"From thiSUime-NADiR took the rclblutiori of fending a body of 
1 'forces, and to build a fort'on the eaftern coart: ofthe Caspian, .with a 
viewr to awe the turicumanss' but the want of'waiet in their defert 
prevented' the execution'. ' - . 

• "Whether'realbns ot'poiVcy,"or ariy other mofive pr'evau’ea’, nadir 'ccr- 
fainiy gave frequent proof of- ids regard to equity; and there is a juftica 
' diic to the'worft of men. Tliatyiiicli was (hewn on tliis'occafiori to the 
ER'irisH' merchants,- ought to' be remembred; for he caiifed tjie "whole 
amount of their lofs to be paid to their faftors. j 

'”^he fortune of.tliis‘e.artern fpoilcVleemed now to decline yery fart': and 
the yn'eral'defeiaion ofthe pEnXiANs/cndcrcd tlie prafpefl of his future 
reign very gloomy. The dames of' rebellion, which ,thus broke out in 
fo iiiany differenf quarters, reduced him for- the prefoit to the nCceffity 
of abandoning his ,dcligns,againft*tl3e, TURKS; and in the month of ,aiarcii 
this- -years,' he ffeturned- into the. plains of hamadan. y - - - , -. 

. I. - . , ■ *1 ‘ -It 
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the history of ' Party. 

It Is not Ciid whetlicr nadir, had any chUdren by tlie aunt of shah 
TXH iiAS i but Ills unfortunate fon riza Kounr iiyRZA, to whom a lifter 
of that prince had been given in marriage, had a fon by her, whofe name' 
was siiAHROKH, now about ten years of age. It was fuggeftcd that 
NADIR dcfigned to abdicate the regal power in favour of shahrokh, as 
being linc.ally defcended on the mother's fide from the seffie family, and ' 
that himfelf would retire to K/Elat to end his days in repofe. This 
opinion fecroed to arife rather from the confufed ftate of affairs, than 
from the probability that nadir really meant to abdicate the crown, or 
that he could confiftcntly witli his own fafety give up the command of 
his army. Nor was it probable that shahrokh, who was born in fuch 
diftradted times, whofe father had been deprived of. fight for rebellion 
againft his own parent, and whofe mother had poifoned herfelf, to avoid 
the cruel death of feveral of her relations, who were tipped up p it is not, 

I lay, probable, that fuch a perfon, however entitled by birth, fliould 
cter arrive at a quiet poQ'eflion of the regal dignity. 

Under fuch diftradlion of the ftate, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, 
to name a fucccflbr would have been to detlirone himfelf in his own ap - ' 
prehcnfion. Every thoughtful man forefaw * what confufion mull: nc- 
cefiatily follow the death of N.vDiii, although this event was fo much 
defiled by the people. It was moll natural to imagine, that as nadir 
had put out the eyes of his cldcft fon niz.t kouli aiyrza, the fccond 
fon NEZR ALi aiYUZA, fliould be confidet’d as the prefumptivo heir of 
tile rcRsiAN diadem. This prince however gave no marks of a fpirit 
equal to fo dangerous a charge. Am kouli khan, tlic Ibn of iuiia- 
H1.M KHAN*, was therefore conlidcrcd as the perfon moll probable to fuc- 
cccd. This opinion was favoured by his being made governor of kho- 
RASAN, and by a certain popularity of condufl, not fuch as gave um- . 
brage at this time, but tending to make imprcllions of his generofity. 

I 


* I lavr Um> djco-rW ca tie CAjcR aaS tie rttcca jefaat iaeutLAM, aio fc.r«o!J a g«it 
ptit cf lie e3l»=i..a, have Owt hantnta, av a waral cscitswecc ol that Eerj^rate fla*.s 

tovisAA aiiiia au mlared. a laaaam aaaa, aaPia'j cL'dl brojhtr. the Ooie 

Itwaifi4liit «aola tUCechtreail aouii hd 
iv«t.«fi Vj the a—hcray i, the nvare to he i!o.htcd, at the thtag arTvatj AcoaSeacf, whihl suit 

*1. o r . .. h*I fa peat a £_-e et th. «=t=:aaS cf Re ana/. 
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I have related in what mifery ‘ pknsiA was involved by nadir’s ava- 1744, 
rice, joined to a reftjefs fpirit of.conqacft, and a fear of dilbanding his army. 

In the moft civilized countries we often find, that after a long feries of 
war peace is attended with many evil effeas, efpecially from the lawlefs 
conduft of thofe who want ikill, induftry, or honefty to get their bread. 

But in a country fo loft to'a fenfe of moral duties, and fo impatient un- 
der the yoke of an ufurper, n adih's foldiers would have been the firft to 
rebel, as foon as they thouldibe dilcharged. They already curfed him, 
not in their hearts only, but with their tongues; 'declaring, that he had 
no fenfe of humanity, /and therefore his talents as a fbldier could never 
render him worthy to reign over them : befides, the native persvans in 
his army were much inferior to the number of the tartars, and con- 
fequently the former confider’d themfelves as adling under the influence 
of men whom they defpifed. The people in general, grown defperate 
by feeing their fubftance torn from them, were kept from rebellion no 
longer than they were awed by a military force. Yet they "were re- 
duced to fo hard a dilemma, as to tremble at the profpeft of a change. 

Such was the fituation of Persia in the middle of this year, when 
nothmg could give a ftronger proof how much mankind are fcourges 
to themfelves in confequence of their own villainy, than that a people 
who had been regardlefs of their lawful king, now groaned under the 
tyranny of an ufurper who trod onVnth utchs wVihfach houndftfs cruehy. 

Nor was it left amazing how a country almoft deferred, could find pro- 
vifions to fupply an army. - 1 


It is eafy to imagine the fatisfiuftion which the fort received at the 
rebellions in Persia: this made a difeovery of the real weakneft 
of their enemy. ‘ They were fttU alarmed on account of achmed^ 
BASiiA : the relucftance he had Ihewn to adt againft the Persians, by 


which he dcligncd to maintain himfelf the better in his government, 
was conflrued by his enemies at court as a delertion of his mafler’s 
caule ; and coniequently tliat he meant at leaft to eredl an independent 
fovereignty. , 


J. r*t* 23®* 
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-744; The iijRKs, harraflect with war fqr fo map7 years, grew clamorous. 
ai\d a change in the miniftry was threatened. Their fears perpetually 
reprefepted JTADIR shah deftroying, their at micsT- and, hying vvafte 
their country, without a profpedi pf peace., The court qijdeaypurcd^y 
all poflible means to footlie the peopjes'it was even declared, that a 
peace was concluded tyith prrsiAj by the interpofition of achmed n asha. 
The dcfign.of this was to remove the fufpicions which were entertained 
of tills BASHA, and at the fame time to give the people, hopes of repofij. 
The court however had experienced fuch caprjce, ineonftancy,. and want 
.of faith m NADIR, that they could make no dependance .on_ any treaty 
.with him, but fuch as was made fword in hand. Many prq'cfls were 
formed .to bring vaft armies into the field : it was even propofed to em- 
barjt.fome hehies of tlie crim tartar^ on the black .sea, and land 
.them at xrediso^de 1 and to bring.troops from EGVPr, and land them 
at ALBKANDRETXA, to endeavc)ttr by this means to coyer their dominions 
in the antient aiesopotamia. Imlhort, all poflible expedients were tried 
to fet bounds, to fo dangerous n neighbour, . whofe fortune had prevailed 
over the numerous rebellions raifed againft, him. 

In JULV NADIR marched back again into the Turkish dominions, 
feemingly with a view to fupport liis troops in the enemy’s country, which 
he could no longer do in liis own. All the fiontier of the Turkish do- 
minions had been fo long a prey to great armies, that they were be- 
come waftc. In the mean while, the. taxes drawivfroin his people be- 
ing inCufficient for the current fcrvice, he was obliged to have rccourle 
to his INDIAN treafure, but in fuch fniall proportions, as afforded very 
little relief to tlic people. 

Nadir remained fome time between casbin and iiamadan, with 
an 'army of thirty thoufind men r with thefe he awed his fubjeSs, 
particularly the inhabitants of the coafl: of the Caspian, who were in 
general ripe for a revolt. In this Ctuation he could alfo fupport a cor- 
rcrponJcncc with his armies on the fide of India, and with that body 
of forces which he had left near kekkoud. In the mean time lie 
3 , I cxpcdlcd 
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expeaed to be joined by his forces which had been fent to tile foutli 
againft shirass, and the neighbouring country. 

Towards the clofe of this year, an aaion happened between the Per- 
sians and TURKS near cars ; but as it was by no means decifive, it ferved 
for little more than to fupport the fpirit of animofity, and prevent that 
peace which the Turkish miniftry fo anxioufly fought : at lead: we do 
not find that the Persians were driven out of the Turkish dominions, 
nor that cars was taken, agreeable to the common reports of that time. 
The TURKS however maintained their ground with fuch refolution, as 
rendered all the attempts of the enemy abortive. 

The PERSIAN army pafled the winter near their own frontiers. Nadir 
feemed to think it neceflary to keep himfelf in readinefs againfi; the in- 
teftine commotions of his own country, and at the lame time to watch 
the motions of the Turks, who w'ere refolved to make their greateft efforts 
the next campaign. 

' Near the end of this year, achmed khan, a Persian general, fled to 
CONSTANTINOPLE fro'm the tyranny of his mailer. The Turks received 
him with diffidence, led his pretended flight ihould be one of thofe 
llratagcms which their artful enemy nadir had fo often played againfl; 
them. The khan however gave them fuch convincing proofs of the 
real caufe of his abandoning his late mailer, that he was received into 
the confidence of the Turkish rainillers. He flattered thenainto a be-^ 
lief, that if they would exert themfelves, and fend a large army into the 
field, the Persians, being once intimidated, would defert in whole fqua- 
drons. This opinion was founded on bis knowledge of the great dif- 
affeaion of many of the officers and foldiers in the Persian army. 

The LESGEES, remembering their defeat in shirvan the beginning of 
lait year, were anxious to ice their haughty enemy humbled to the duil.^ 
For this purpofc they fent two embailadors to Constantinople, offerings 
to affid the turks with a body of meD,^in coniideration of a certain ium^ 
of money. They reprefcntcd at the lame time, how bravely they had 
defended their liberty againd the ufurpcr nadir, and that they dill per- 
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17 fiilcd in tlicir refolution of defending themfclves. It had not been the 
cudom of the lesgees for fome ages to leave their mountains to engage 
in the fervice of any foreign prince, nor Iiave^ they often marched farther 
than siiinvAN and Georgia to fight their own battles ; but their prefent 
circumfianccs induced them to make this offer, to engage in the 
TURKISH fervice, as the swiss do in that of France. The ‘port 
received thefe embaffadors with great 'ma'rks of diftinflion, and gave 
tlicm very fair promifes ; but we do not find that they were fo 
fatisfaftory to the crafty lesgees, as to engage them to fend any 
fuccours to join the ottoman army : indeed it was not without the ut- 
moft difficulty the grand fignior could raife money to pay his national 
troops. 

1 

I74y. This year began with preparations for the moft powerful army which 
had yet appeared in the field againft the Persians, towards which ser- 
via, BOSNIA, and Romania, all contributed their quotas. This nume- 
rous army was to be affembled at ca’rs, in order to open the campaign 
by the firft of April. The Turks fcemed thus determined to make 
the moft vigorous efforts, and free themfelves from the dread of their 
enemy ■, which could not be done by keeping within their walls. This 
t.iik was the more difficult, as a continued ferics of ill fortune had in- 
timidated the OTTOMAN forces ; neither were the European troops in 
the leaft difpofed to pafs over into Asia, as it had generally proved 
their grave. 

In the mean while, the fuppreflion of the rebellions of siiirvan, 
stiiKASs, and astradad, had humbled the Persians : though, groan- 
ing under a tyrannical government, they were in no condition to with-hold 
their obedience. Nadir being fathfied that he had nothing to fear front 
hit own people for the prefent, left bis fon N esr ali mvrza with a body 
of thirty thoufand men on the frontiers of Persia, and marched his 
army the beginning of this year ii.to Georgia, wlicrc he found it moft 
eafy to fipport them, without any danger of moleftation. This flep 
gave the Turks fome fatisfaflion, as it enabled them to form their army; 

aral 
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and, afforded i a temporary relief to thofe towns, againft winch they ap- 1745. 
prehended the Persian king would turn his arms. 

If the TURKS were ambitious of ftriking a* decifive blow, nadir alfo 
behaved as if he meant to bring the ‘war to an iflUe at one battle; for he 
took no,meafures to obftrudt the junaion of the ottoman -forces. 

About the middle of may he lent orders to his fon to advance towards 
ERivAM, and near the end of July both the Persian armies arrived in 
the neighbourhood of that city. . . 

Two years thus patTed in rumours of war, and perpetual apprehcn- 
i^ons of battles, without any blow being ftruck worthy of hiftorical re- 
cord: at length the fatal day arrived. The turks, having had fo long 
a time to compleat their army, their forces were more numerous than in 
apy of the former campaigns againft the Persians : the seraskier, 
MAHOMMED BASRA, was at the hcad of a hundred thoufand men. As 
foon^as he heard ‘of the motions of the Persians^ he left erzeroum, 
and advanced to cars, where he joined ADDAtLAH kouproli : the army 
under this basha’ confifted of thirty thoufand men. * The junction of 
thefe forces, fupported by a numerous train of artillery, flattered the 
TURKS into a. belief, that it was now their turn to triumph over an 
enemy who had been fo long an objedt of their terror. Mahommed 
BASHA diredted his courfe towards eriyan, and during his marcli, lie 
drove federal parties, confifting of four or five thoufand Persians, from 
their entrenchments and advanced polls. 

Nadir shah was encamped with fifty thoufand men about ten leagues 
from erivan, and his fon, nezr ali mvrza, with thirty thoufand, 
was advanced near the fame diftancc. Tlie van guard of the latter bein^ 
met by the turks, a Ikirmifit enfued, and the Persians immediately re- 
tieated to ioin the main army commanded by the shah iiimfelf. Upon 
this, NADIR began to move, and font a body of his forces to attack the 
TURKS in the rear, which was executed according to Jus intention. Be- 
ing arrived within two leagues of the enemy’s camp, he pitched his tents 
on a rifing ground, neareft that body of the turks commanded by ab- 
UALEAH BASHA. The main body of the ottoman army was encamped 
I i 2 advan- 
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1745. advantageoufly, and defended by entrenchments, and a numerous ar- 
tillery. 

Mahommed basha had made fome marches to meet the king of 
PERSIA, with deiign to give him battle. The third of august he de- 
tached a large body of cavalry, lupported by a train of artillery 5 thele 
troops being formed into order of battle, advanced upon the Persians, 
whilft the DASHA kept his whole army in readinefs to fuccour them. 
Nadir gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior in number to 
that of the tUrks, to meet them ; and after the lirft difeharge of their 
mufquetry, to attack them with their fabres. The battle lafted from 
morning till noon with equal fortune, when the shah advanced in perfon 
at the head of a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general en- 
gagerhent. The TURKS difputed the vidfory with great obftinacy, but 
in the evening they retired to their camp in confufion. They loft above 
twenty thoufand men, great part of them infantry, who were- killed in 
tlie field of battle, befides a confiderable number of prifoners. The 
PERSIANS purfued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a little after fun-fet. 

A lofs of fuch importance couid not but difliearten the Turks, who 
now feemed inclined to remain witliin their lines. The shah, taking 
advantage of the terror into which he had thrown the enemy, cut off their 
communication with cars j by which means they were deprived of a fup- 
pott. Ncccffity therefore compelled tliem to leave their trenches a fecond 
time, not fo much with deCgn to give battle, as to make a defperate retreat. 
The eighth of august they advanced with a large train of artillery, and 
cannonaded the enemy with great fury. The Persians fupported the 
- Ihock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their 
trenches. The Turks being now mote clofely blockaded in their camp; 
the ninth of august, as foon as night came on, they abandoned their 
entrenchments, and leaving their artillery and baggage, retreated towards 

CARS. 

^ Nadir no fooner perceived their motions than he ordered a body of 
ns men to follow them. The PERSIANS flung them into diforder, and 

made 
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•made great bavock: thepe.Yt dayas they'/o]/qwed the Turks, five leagues 
on the other fide the river arpatschai, a forced engagement enfued, in ' 
which the seraskier, mahommed basha, was flain. The Persians then 
retuffied in triumph' td’their camp with five ^thoufand prifoners, and the 
head of the seraskier. ’ The' TURKs acknowIedged' their lofs upon the 
whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men, and three BASHAsi befides the 
commander in chief j' among thefe was abdallah ko'uproli, the fon of 
the seraskier kouproli, who was killed in an'engag'ement with the 
vidlorious nadir nine years before. ' ’ - 

It is remarkable, that, nadir proceeded, in, this aflion with theut- 
' moll caution, not fuffering any of his troops to enter the Turkish, camp 
after the enemy h.id defected it, till he, was certain that This was no 
ftratagem to , engage his men to plunder, and ejtpofe them to be at- 
tacked at a difadvantage. The lofs, of. the, Persians on the occafioij of 
this vidlory was about eight thoufand men, and fome of, their ge.nerals ; 
NAD JR himfelf had two horfes kiUed under him in; the firft battle. . 


' The remains of the Turkish army arrived at cars without baggage, 
artillery or ammunition, and without any order,- difeipline, or command 
dersof any note, Co that the hopes of the whole campaign were fruf- 
trated; and their enemies remained mailers of the field.. However, 
they had lefs to, fear from this event than from their former misfortunes 
m (lie; pqKsrAS' war; ifiice-iiley-iWiThraVisnnlf.i'esiGir As- ihipc-aha* Ahr 
farther nadir marched into their country, the more he would be, di- 
ftrelTed by the rebellions which were ready to burft forth on' every fide 
of his PERSIAN, dominions. Tlie, TURKISH miniftry therefore Hill per- 
fifted in fupporting the warj and in decEiMBER following the port pub- 
lilhed a ptCmCedo fetting forth- the reafons of this refolutiou; in order to 
convince the people of the necefiity of this- mealure, till, nadir, shah 
ihould accept proppfals of peace Icfi dangerous and-difhoupurable to, the 
otto.\ian empire tlian any he had oficred.', . To confirm their relblutipn, 
the grand vizir fciit orders that all the troops in natolia lliould hold 
themfclves in rcadinefs to march, in order to join the army at cars. 

.'''.'CHAP. 
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Nadir mahi a peace •with the torks. Russians an embajfa- 
dor to NADIR. Revolt of /Ae 'G eorgians. Nadir’j barbarities at, 

' ISEAHAN 'and KHERMAN. Rmlt of IHAMARAS KHAN, and ALI 
KOUH KHAN. ■ , . 

N adir faw too well the Sanger impending from inteftine commo- 
tions in PERSIA, to entertain any thoughts of purfuing his vidories 
againll: the Turks : he rather chofe to enter into as Ipeedy an accommo- 
dation with them as poffible. For this purpofe he fent ali Beg, with a 
retinue of fixty perfons, as embaffador to'the grand figniop. The 17th 
of JANUARY tliis m'mifter was condudted with the ordinary ceremonies- 
to an audience of the ottoman emperor, who received him with great 
marks of refpedt. The vizir at the fame time informed him, that he 
might be alTured, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in 
the war with Persia, unlefs the shah would make propofitions more con-, 
fiilent with the honour of the grand fignior, it would be impofiible toi 
agree to a peace. As this embaflador Iiad no full powers to negotiate, 

• but was chiefly charged with a letter exprcfiing the good intentions of 
his mailer : the grand fignior replied, that he was fincerely difpofed to 
conclude a peace, as foon as the shah would agree' to fuch terms as might 
render it fohd and lafting , and that in conformity to tlie shah’s propo- 
lals of friendihip, he would immediately order plenipotentiaries to the 
ftontlets of PERSIA ; that thefe, together with ali bash.v the seraskier 
Who commanded at cars, might agree with the shah on a place moli 
convenient to open the conferences. Accordingly, towards the clofe of 
FEBRUARY, three minifters were diipatched a few days before the de- 
parture of the PERSIAN embaflador from Constantinople. In order 
that thefe conferences lliould produce the'ir effcdl, direflions were given 
to haflen the preparations for the neat campaign, in cafe nadir (liould, 
according to his ordinary pradlice, amufe the turks with the notions of 
3 an 
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an accommodation, wliilft he meant only to gain time for purfuing the ^746* 
war with the more vigour when it better ruited his convenience. 

1 

It is very evident that he had no defire of peace with tJie torks, 
any othervvife than as liis own prefcrvation rendered it necefljry. In the 
beginning of the laft campaign he had declared in tery fimijiar terms, 
what mighty prefents he would make his foldiers; after lie had fet up his 
fiandard on the ramparts of Constantinople; a ptojeiS not altogether 
improbable, could he have found the art of facrifiemg his avarice to his 
ambition, .and by that means deliver his people from the miferics under 
which they groaned, . .1 . , 1 

It was remarkable in all the wars which nadir waged againft' the 
OTTOMAN empire, that the European toeks no fooner entered asIa^ 
than they became enetvatedr '‘Befidcs, the cloatliing of the Turks being 
fo much longer than that of the Persians, the former were under a very 
great difad vantage in battle ^ ; and yet, fuch is the reverence of mankind 
for the practice of.their forefathers, or their jealous fea'rs of changing 
for the worft, that we find the Turks ftlll adhere to the fame milit.'lry 
drefs. In Europe, where fuperllition does not fo mucli abound, or at 
leaft is differently modified, the cufiora of loading foldiers with unnecef- 
fary cloathing is, changed ', in alraofl: every country difiinguilhed for the 
knowledge of military affairs. To all appearance nadir would have 
continued fuperior to the Turks, unlefs he had pulhed his fortune too 
far, as generally is the cafe with princes of his genius ; but Providence 
fets the bounds, which they have not the prudence to fir. 

After the battle of erivan, nadir marched to iiamada.n, to wait 
the arrival of the TURKISH miniffers, who were fent to prepare the 
way for mhstapha efpendi, the grand fignior’s embaflador. In order 
to prevent the evafive condudl which nadir had ordinarily pradti/ed to* 
wards the Turks, this embaflador was ordered to return to Constanti- 
nople before the year expired. The port, Icnflble in wliat circumffanccs 
the SHAH was, had juft grounds to believe that the happy period was at 

length 

k Tns TURKS I sn toll lu\e a nediod cf lacL ng up rf-c r Earautl!, lA flEl iLcy aia Ect fo ^ 
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length arrived, in which they might agree to fix the boundaries of their 
refpeftivc dominions j and prevent that diftrefs and efihfion of blood, in 
which the ambition of the Persian king had involved the ottoman 
empire. 

Aei beg, the embaflador of nadir shah, fet out towards the end of 
MARCH, a few days after mostapha effendi. He left the Turkish 
court, with a view to make report to his mafter of the favourable fenti- 
ments of the grand fignior, with regard to their mutual tranquillity. In 
the mean while, frefii reinforcements were lent to cars and erzeroum; 
in order to give the greater weight to their negotiations. The Turks 
feemed refolved to fuffer the inconvenience of fiippprting a very nume- 
rous army, rather than afford occafion to nadir for making any exorbi- 
tant demands on them. The expence of maintaining thefe forces on the 
frontiers of their Asiatic dominions was very great, the country being 
every where laid wade ■, yet this ftep feemed to be abfolutely neceffary, 
whilft NADIR was at the head of lb formidable an army. 

The greatcft part of this year palled in negotiations, till at length 
MusTAPiiA effendi brought this important affair to a happy iffue j and- 
a peace was concluded, upon the foundation of that of amoratii IV. 
except that the Persians were to enjoy the liberty of making the pil- 
grimage of MECCA, without acknowledging the Turkish jurifdidlion ; 
and to have alfo a liberty to etlablilh a Persian prieft at the town of 
MESCUED AEI, near bacdat. The titles which nadir affumed upon 
this occafion were, “ The moft exalted and raoft generous prince j bril- 
“ liant as th? moon, and rcfplcndcnt as the fun. The Jewel of the 
“ world ; the center of the beauty of muffulmen, and of the true faith 
“ of maiiom.med. The fovereigii, whofe troops are equal in number 
'• to the liars, and who fits on the throne of xerxes.” 

The grand fignior, not to be out-done in pomp of words, arrogated 
the titles of “ The fovereign who is the fiiadow of God ; the mitrour. 
“ ofjufticc; thealylumof the true believers j the king of kings, whofe 
“ troops are equal in number to the liars s the true fucceffor of the Ca- 
4 “ liphsi 
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" liphs; the fervant of the two facred and noble cities"; the lord of 174,6 , 
“ the two countries, and of the two feas”; fultan, fon of a fultan; the ' 

“ moll powerful, the moll formidable, moll magnificent, moll generous 
“ emperor svltah mauommlp the conqueror, fon of aictstapha the 
“ conqueror®,” 

! 

The SERASKiER, AH BASHA, who Commanded on the frontier of 
PERSIA, was ordered to return into europb, to take polTe/Ijon of his , 
government of Bosnia. The grand. fignior‘s court was in great joy oii‘ 
account of thjs peace; efpeclally as nadir declared himfejf an adhe- 
rent to the dodlrine of hannifa, in oppofition to ihofe expounders of the 
MAHOMMEDAN law, wliofe Opinion the Persians had generally adopt- 
ed, The renovation of their treaty with the courts of st, Petersburg 
and VIENNA, added alfo to the fatisfadlion, and induced them to be- 
lieve it would be permanent. 'The next great objeft of their attention, 
was the preparation of a fplendid embafly to Isfahan, near which city 
NADIR was encamped with his forces. In the mean while, the Per- 
sian monarch appointed most apha khan his embaflador to the grand 
iignior. ' 

‘ We have already obferved that the Russian court had not yet fent any 
formal embafly to nadir, fince his acceflion to the throne of Persia; 
it was therefore thought high time to perform this ceremonial, and ob- 
viate the ill effefts which a fecming difregard might produce, now that 
NADIR had no foreign enemy againft whom to employ his forces. The 
impreflions which the Russians as well as the turks had conceived, 
prevented in a great meafurc the belief that the fate of this mighty con- 
queror was fo near at hand. Knez galitzen was accordingly appointed 
embaflador on the part of her prefent imperial majefty of Russia ^ 

Nadir having left Ins northern dominions, lent into Georgia to de- 
mand all the fons of their nobihty to attend his camp, A flep of tins 

nature 
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nature could not but give thefe brave people great offence, efpecially as 
it feemed to indicate his jealoufy of them, and that he meant to Ijold 
their fons as hodages, with a view to retain the people in their obedience. 
The GEonoiANS refolved to take up arms rather than fubmitj and to. 
this they were the more induced, by the reports that the flames of re- 
bellion had reached the eaftern parts of Persia. Thus encouraged, they 
repulfcd a body of Persian troops, which were fent into 'their country 
to levy taxes, and keep them in awe. 

. Whdft NADIR was in the neighbourhood of jsfahan, he received in- 
telligence that a rebellion was breaking out in the borders of khorasan- 
.This province, which had received fuch diftinguiflicd marks of his fi- 
vour, was reduced to the fame degree of mifery as the otiicr parts of the 
empire ’ : but the AnooLLEEs of Herat were the moft impatient of the 
'yoke. Under thefe circumftanccs, what could be expected from’ the 
cruel avaricious NAom? From an ir.ceflant fatigue and’ labour of mind, 
attended with fome infirmities of body, he had contrafted a difpofition, 
which in the generality of mankind is called by the name of peetilhnefs, 
but in him was a diabolical fiercenefs, with a total infenlibility of human 
fuffetlngs. His avidity, as common to fickly minds, increafed with his 
years ; and in order to indulge it, be feemed refolved to perform fome 
maftcr-flrokc of cmelty., During his flay at Isfahan, he committed 
barbarities beyond any of the former years of his reign. This antient 
city, long eftcemed the paradife of the persi.rh moilarehy, had in com- 
mon with all pERSi.v felt the fatal conlcqucnces of iuvalions and civil, 
wars. The tyt.anny of nadir bad made a great progrefs in tlut ruin,, 
whicli he now feemed determined to compleat. He made the hcaviclt 
cxaftio.is on the city and the adjacent country, and put to death numbers, 
of the inhabitants; among thefe were fcvcral Indian and au.-iz.xian 
mirchants, whom he caufed to be burnt alive. It was pretended that 
they iiad bought fome horfc capirifons belonging to siiAii iiussein, from, 
wliich they had cut off tlic pearls, without accounting with him for 
Ihtnr full V.iluc. However true tins might be, it could not be deemed a 
fwTicicnt reafon for fuch barbarities. It is probable,, that he flifpcdcd. 

the 


* See Vol. 25.^ 
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the -ARMEN I .yjs held a correfpondence with the rebel oeoroi 4ns ; and 
tint the rttoiAM in their comnnirce with kandahaS, might take occa- 
floii to mention the ftate of affairs ’in the northern and weilern parts of 
the empire/ ‘ ' t < ' t 

In JANUARY 1747 he left ISFAHAN, and marched with his forces to 1747. 
RHLRMAN./iHere his cruelties were not inferior to thofe he had exercifed 
at ISFAHAN , being reftrained by no tics of juftice, nor the tears of the 
miferable ; by no regards of holpitality, nor even the protedlion due to 
flrangers: among other outrages, he caufed the interpreter of the dutch 
fa<fldrs to be beaten with Hicks, after the Persian manner, till he’ex- 
“pired 5 pretending, that a Persian of djHinftion Jiad depolited in hij 
hands a large funa of money. * 

; , 
t From KHERMAN he proceeded to mesched, where he continued to 
praftife die greateft barbarities, few perfons of any note, whether mili- 
tary men or merchants, Persians or Armenians, efcaped without the 
lofs of one or both their eyes. He then directed his courfe to k.€lat, 
the grand repofitory of his treafure. It was imagmed, that he intended 
to put things in readinels for his reception m that Hrong place, after the 
execution of his projefts. 

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion in the province of Herat, he 
had j:iven orders, to his nephew AEi KouLi KHAN, then at mesched, to 
march againft the asdoll^es with a large body of forces, Hriilly en- 
I joining him, that whatever the exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite 
, his troops with thofe of tamar as khan. The latter commanded in the 
eaftern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great experience and know- 
ledge of war ' : he alio had the fame injunction with regard to ali kouli 
KHAN 5 however, they entered into a correfpondence, which produced a 
mutual regard, and terminated in the junction of their forces. 

Nadi^i was thus extremely alarmed, it feemed as if he was betrayed 
^on every fide, and mo/t of ali by his own nephew. Things being thus cir- 
' cumftanced, he wrote to alu kouli khan, to fend tamaras khan 
, ’ Kk z *0 

» It IS &id lhatthts *uan had formed a rcs«mentof after the europeah manner 
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to him as a prifoner; and;apprehenlive.that his .nephew might not. obey 
thofe commands, foon after he fent orders to tamaras ;;KHAN,;to:ar-. 
reft his nephew, and fend him to his camp.' Neither of thefe orders 
were obeyed ; on the contrary, a mutual communication of them pro- 
duced a firmer union, and mote vigorous meafiires for their fecurity. . . ^ 

. :'When nadir found that neither, of : thefe generals were obedient,'- and 
that the junilion of their forces rendered them at' leaft as formidable as 
the royal army, he tried a'further expedient to feparate them, which was 
to fend a-meflage to his nephew, conceived inivery gentle' terms; defiring 
him to come to his camp.- Am kouli khan excufed himfelf,' alledging 
■that the rebellion .was. not fupprefled, and confequently his abfencc.would 
be attended with dangerous confequences. . .In the mean whileirAMA- 
RAS KHAN had the fame invitatipn, and pleaded' want; of, health; c ..'7. 1 
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when this wo^k was done, he would load 'th^m with money and great 1747, 
honours j .propoCjig, after he- had ereSed a huge pyramid of Persian 
heads, to retire and end his days -at K,ELAr. 

-'’A ceor'cian Have in nadir’s 'tent' accidentally overWieard''fom'e part 
of the conference;’ in which this bloody plot was refoived oh. He imme- 
diately found means to difcover the fecret to the kurtchi eashi, who 
when' night approached fent for feveral of the principal Persian officers of 
the- army,- and communicated this- extraordinary piece of intelligence.- 
They-immediately difpatched fcouts totobferve the'niotioris of'the tar- 
tars, ■ many. 'of whom, were reported to be whetting' their -fabres,- as if 
fome.expedition' was intended. Minds deeply tinflured with jealouly. 
foon take alarm j; the-leail intimation ofa defign fo horrid as this, might 
confirm their belief of - it'. ‘ Under this fatal extremity, what refolution 
could be taken but that nadir hirafelf fliould die ? 


“'SAiEit'B’Eb;”an"officVr'of peat intrepidity, and colonel of the body- 
guard of AFSHARS, offered. his fervicc for this purpofe, and demanded 
only four chofen men 'as followers. The' ufiial time of nadir’s going 
tojreft being'paft,, and a -few hours 'before the fignal for the intended 
niaffacre, 'saleh EEC-and his-follovvers, under a pretence of Urgent bu- 
finefs,-. with feme- kind 'of violence paffed the guard; and mflling into 
the. outward partition of the hatriim met an eunuch, whom they dif- 
patched. From thence they proceeded into the harram, where they 
met an old woman,, whom thiy alfo killed. They were yet at a’ lofs in 
which of the tents ‘ nadir llept, till by the light of a lamp they dif- 
co'vered fdme jewels : here they roflicd in- and found him. Either he 
had not yet llept, or was awakened by the cries of the woman, and rofe 
■from., his bed.' - When tlie affiflins approached him. nadir drew his 
•fabte, and demanded 'what bufinefs they had : saleb beg made no an- 
•fwer, but immediately cut him with his fabre on the left fide of his . 

coiiar-bone.i. This did -not prevent the shah’s colleaing-force fufficienc 

ta kill two of the fpidiers who came up to hini to finifti their leader’s bii- 
Cnefs.. Fie was then retiring out of his tent, when the cords of it tripped 
a ' him, 

< There are nuny teufs wieWo aae caaoioa iaclofjre. 
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him, and saleh beg gave him a mortal wound. ' Nadir cry’d, “ Mercy, 

“ and I will forgne you all to which this officer reply’d, “ You have 
“ not fliewn any mercy, and tliercforc merit none." 

Saleh beg having performed this^ important bufinefs, cut off nadir^s 
head. The tartars, to whom the tyrant had always fliewn a diftin- 
guiflied preference, no fooner heard that he was killed, than they ex- 
preffed tlie higlieft refentment, and took to their arms ; upon which a 
general pillage and confufion enfued: in feveral quarters of the army 
they attacked the Persians, at once to revenge the death of their general, 
and afford the better opportunity of plunder * ; fo that before daylight 
above five thoufand men on both fides were flain. The body of the 
flaughter’d nadir was then produced ; the tartars infiftcd on feeing 
his head alfo, and being fatisfied tliat he was really dead,^ the' whole 
army difperfed. Some of them joined the forces of 'ali kouli khan, 
who at that time was at no great diftance. Others fought their refpcc- 
ti\e homes, if fuch homes could then be found after fo great'a change 
of affairs, and after a continued campafgu for eighteen years, ' 

It is more than poffiblc that a maffaerc o£ the Persians in nadir’s 
army w.is really intended, however incredible the thing may appear. 
Mafliicres have been known even in the chriftian world, for the purpofes 
of zeal, ambition, or fiilfe glory. The affair of deiilie is a proof that 
fuch a thought was not ftrangc to the mind of nadir. It is natural for 
mankind to propofe feme end to theiiifehcs, as the reward of their la- 
bours ; which can be no other than the enjoyment of reft. This hap- 
pens cl cn to men i\ ho arc formed only for adtion, and '^upon the trial 
enjoy no fatisfadtion in reft j fo much docs the mind long for fomc 
change in iihicii life may become more graicfol. Nadir's aiaricc was 
no longer fupportable, he had filled up the mcafure of his iniquities; he 
had ruined Persia; he had loft the ..ffcdtlons of his fubjeas^ to a de- 
gree that converted all their fcntimcnts of obedience into a thirft of 
revenge, which they only wanted an opportunity to gratify, he knew 
^ ' this, 

rarer brea able to Rtt lay inlbnnaaoa roncernj^ iho^ larac jracl, ati b orBaraca:- 

cai!«S,eftr,crbo,&ruta.a.cUba£ia2Ioa.BI.. It u pcbjilo ibr '.ciepjaa.j, or bcij 

hi Ij \ ocaCa'u 
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this, and had no fenfibility of their fufterings By the ftrength of his otra 
nndetftandtng, he might eaCIy forefee his fate approaching, if he did not 
take fame defperate means to prerent it. His nephew and tamakas 
KHAN, or himfelf, muft fall ; unlcfs he could fecure a fafe retreat in xjei.at. 
This was hardly poflihle, whilft he was furroundei by numbers wlio 
fought his 'deftrudlion, and would carry their w ilhes into mccution, upon 
tlie leal! diminution of liis authority. < ■ 1 

Maiiy reafons may he afligncd, why fuchaman under fuch clrcum- 
ftances, lliould have recourfe to this expedient; fince the coroplicateii, 
motives of revenge and cruelty, with delpair of his own prefervation on 
other terms, might fugged it to him. On the other hand there are many 
circumftances which do not favour the opinion , but it was generally report- 
ed and believed by the EERSLANS. The manifedo’spubliCbcd after .iadih’s 
death, only mention his cruelty and avarice in general. Am kouli 
KHAN does acknowledge, that he was in a confptracy againd his unde, 
and that he had fent a perfon on purpofe to perpetrate the ftdl , confc- 
quently it might have been effedled, without any iuch motive as the ap- 
prehenfion of an Intended maflacre. It is however probable, that nadir 
< was not without fufpicion of the dcfign of his nephew , and, if he in- 
tended the mafiacre, we may fuppofe it was in confequence of that 
fufpicion. 

Cojxunnn feule and et^nerlence nughr teach us, that nadir’s condudt 
would produce a violent death at one time or other no occaCon could 
be more inviting than this : for befides all the terrors of his pad cruelty, 

, his army bad nothing before' their eyes, but tlie dreadful feene of civil. 

' wars, which had already laid wade fo great a part of their country. The 
joint forces of ai»1 kouli khan and tamaras khan had not yet com- 
mitted any hodilities , yet were tliefe leaders in a date of rebellion , and 
' it was obvious, that they would never fubmit to nadir, but by conipul- 
liva means. And for whom was nadir’s army to fight ? For a imn. 
whom they deteded as a monder of cruelty and oppreffion. 

Thus Veil tills fcourg? of the eadern world, at the age of fixty-one, 
after a reign of eleven years and three months, leaving a fatal proof how 
, muehi 
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1747. much it is in one man’s power, in an age of great corruption, to plunge'a 
whole nation into an abyfs of mifery , teaching alfo a leffon, that the fove- 
reign who converts the mercy and juftice which ought to grace a thro'ne 
’ ' into opprefTion and cruelty, muR expefl: that Providence will fet bounds 
to his iniquity. By his example we hkewife learn, » that the moft am- 
bitious prince can never arrive at the power of doing much mifehief, till 
a people are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, eager only in the pur- 
fuit of trivial and unworthy gratifications, corrupt to an extreme, and loft 
to all fenfe of virtue. Could Persia have thus groaned, under a world 
of miferies, but by the iniquity of Persians That iniquity became the. 
inftrament of their tyrant’s power , and never will there want a tyrant in 
any country, when the people are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality 
and corruption. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

^eJleBtons on the death and general cbaraSler of madhi shah, ^ ac- 
count of hts perfoiif •uotce, ftrengtby arms^ valour^ memory, dtef, drefs, 
hue of •women, cruelty, avarice, dtjlrujl, artfulnefs, clemency, hheraht), 
gene) alfiip^ politics, &c. 

A S the foul has certainly a confeioufnefs after death, we muil now 
leave poor nadir to revife his own adions, and to confider jf 
an obfeure and early death had'not been preferable to alLthc 
pleafures and triumphs of his life, but he is in the hands of that Judge, 
whofe laws it is our honour and happinels to obeyi and whofe councils 
It IS impiety to fcrutinizc4 

The adlions of this utiirpef made fuch a fplendid figure even in the 
eyes of the European world, that for many years it was doubtfiil on 
what principles he adled , and contcquently what praifts were his due. 
Time has now taught us toftrip them of all dilgmfe^ and as he who ye- 
fterday yvas lord of the lives of millions, is now levelled with the meane/h, 
and It may be feared the vileli of men, we may /peak of him without 
re/erte We may expatiate freely on the wonderful abilities by which he 
captivated ihofe who were the infiruments of his impiety. 

Fortune and fuccefs are apt to dazzle the tender fight of mortal man , 
and to reprefent things as glorious, whiqh in their nature are detefiable. 
Von. IV* L 1 What 
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What millions has the phantom false glory facrificed M her altars ! 
The aflions of great conquerors, how unworthy foever, are often viewed 
in diftant ages and remote regions, not with wonder and amazement only, 
but even with envy. But the profpea of eternity raufl convince us, 
that to die for the fervice of our fellow-creatures is really glorious ; 
whilfl; thofe who trample upon a proftrate world, and violate the laws 
,of humanity, are but as dreadful ftorms, or peftilential blafts, to exe- 
cute, the wrath of an offended God. Men who trace the paths of glory 
by the light of fire and fword, can have no right to be remembered, 
e.vcept it” be with horror or indignation. 

To enter deep into the charataers'of men, even of our own country 
and religion. Is no vulgar tafk j but if we travel into remoter regions, 
where the manners'and genius of a nation differ very much, to unravel 
all the foldings of a heart, dillinguifhed from among a whole people, by 
a mixture of qualities unintelligible upon common principles, the under- 
ftanding is puzzled. In charadters like that of nadir kouli, we may 
trace out the cruelty of a nero t the fubtlety of a hannibal j the valour 
of a sciFio; the artfulnefs of a cromwell; with the fortune, as well 
as 'the cataflrophe, of a cavSar: nor will thefe make up the compo- 
fition, till we add the avarice of a vespasian j and b'end them all with 
an unpolilhed brutal temper, fuch as mean educations are apt to exhibit, 
when polfeflcd of great power. ‘ 

The minuteft circumflauces relating to tliofc, who have been the ob- 
jedls of our aftoniflnnent, afford fatisfadlion to the mind. I will there- 
fore mention fuch particulars, relating to nadir kouli, as have reached 
my knowledge, and which did not occur, or could not be fo properly 
inferred, in the body of this hiflorical account. Thofe, to whom his 
pcrfon was familiarly known, agree that his countenance was expreffive 
rather of an ingenuous mind, than a cruel difpofition. He was an af- 
SHAR, as already mentioned j and his face was rounder, and his nofe 
lefs inclined to the roman, than the pcrsi.ans generally are. His hair 
was black ; his eyes large and expreffive j his forehead high 5 and his 
a - complexion 
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complexion fwanby. His body was robuft, and his Rature about R.v 
feet: his ilioulders were round”. His whole eounlenance and pcrfon 
were awful, particularly when he JpoJce. 

His voice was fo Rrong and fonorous, as to be audible to in incredible 
didance ; and the effcdt it had upon his own foldicrs, as well as an 
enemy, when he gave liis comitiands in the fieid of battle, proved one 
great Rep to his advancement to the regal power. 

His corporal ftrength was not lefs inftrumental to his fortune. The 
extreme indulgence which had been lliewn him by nature in the vigour 
of his con/iitution, received an accumulated force by the habit of his life. 
The b.ittle-a.x is one of the moil antient weapons among the orientals, 
but it bad been for feme years mueh ncglcdled in rnitsiA j nadir re- 
flored the ufe of it in a more pariicularTnanner : it was his favourite 
weapon, infomuch that before he aifumed the diadem, he was generally 
filled the ax-rhan. Afterwards he was often feen with a batllc-ax in 
his hand, playing with it in his tent of audience. His blows with this 
weapon carried with them inevitable deatli, of which he gave many 
proofs. 

His memory was as remarkable, as his perfeifl knowledge of the genius 
and temper of the Persians, He could at all times cafily rccoilefl the 
names, perfons, and ciiaraiScrs, of all thofc with whom he had any con- 
iiecRion ”. He had Ifudfed the Rate or the finances, and' knew uic particu- 
lar revenues of every province : but he was fo great a mailer of the art of 
ways and means, that he ovcr-fliot his mark, and by his oppreflions quite 
dellroyed his own end. As he liad no turn to contemplation, his Ipirits 
•were free and unlired by any reflexions but what immediately arofc from 

L 1 2 ills 

‘ rrsomi'.TAt pcop'c gcrcrall) are rojad riojacrcJ, anlira froai pcir rra-.aef aei 

tlni occafioai there bc.ng eery IiUlc of ciajclty in iteir gar- - Wha: il rclarcj of Um coa. 

cc*eii 3 hi* aClacing to letera! fccreairMr. at the Ltae ittae, J appreheial atofr /real the ra.aja that 
IiTtiu, c t-tar, Cij th s t ivi’l no: aiffa e the ahliljet of either the aouae orue FIrllAa haoj 
bat a* the letters of tt" Ia..er a c coraU-eS .n Iciv laonli, ilie ira Ur be-rj giiea la Ec-ual ttnat, 
the leer. •ary ferfo la, l’ c o n.e, atal then reaSt the letter. Aral Irrc t. may be cbfcrrtJ, laat there 
hate bcea fo-ic alia tti of their ttuLeg Jo-crtctly fitan laCy o.*otc, lalach hat been the 
oacUloti of gtij nSlar.ti hej f etrleaiuct. 
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his employments in the field. He was far advanced in life before he had 
learnt to read ; nor did any part of his knowledge depend the leaft on 
books. His prefence of mind was very remarkable * ; and his refolutions 
were almoft as quick as his thoughts : hence he did many things extra- 
vagant and abfurd. , 

At one part of his life he drank freely of wine and brandy, but after- 
wards abftained from the latter entirely, and ufed the former in fuch a 
proportion only, as gave the greater energy to his thoughts, and fiip- ^ 
ported the adlivity and ftrength of his body. The ufe of wine is con- 
trary to the MAHOMMEDAN law, but his example recommended it to his 
foldiers. He ufed to feed liberally upon a Cmple diet ; yet he would 
march a whole day upon the ftrength of a few parched pcafe, which it- 
is common for the Persians to carry in their pockets. 

His drefs was not remarkable j his mind feemed to be fuperior to ex- 
ternal pomp or luxurious foftnefs. His pride was in precious ftones r, 
with which his diadem was adorned, and he wore feveral in his turbant 
alfo. He was often feen with a large faphire in his hand, with which he 
ufed to amufe himfelf in his tent. It was faid, that he always wore a 
coat of mail of chain-work under his cloaths : this is not improbable, 
confrdering the knowledge he had of the refenlment ' of the people to- 
wards him. He affeSted to go thinly clad, and recommended this ex- 
ample to his foldiers. 

It is reafonable to believe, that mens pafilons are ftrong in proportion 
to what is generally undciftood by ftrength of mind, and in fome mea- 
fure connected with ^the appetite. religion and the cuftom of 

a country fubfcrihe to any favourite inclination, it would be furprizing, 
if a man pofieffed of a boundlefs power, did not give as boundlels a 
fcope to fuch inclination. Nadir was 'remarloible for his love of wo- 
. men. It was faid, that fome years before his death, a virgin was 
brought to his bed every night 1 thefe are ftories however which are ri- 
diculous. He contented himfelf latterly with thirty-three women “ ; 

. „ fome 

rr page 71. T Ibaaealfead/ had occafiaa to-mcction the hoife'furniturca, 

° * page 255. * Thefe abcMU the fame number of female fervaats and at- 

tendant,, wbteb conlUtotcd tbe number mentioned m Vol. I. page 243. 
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fome of whom long retained a place in his favour. In his wars in Tu.a- 
KEV, he often carried his feraglio with Jiim. , 

His deteftation of fodoihy was extreme : but though he had frequent 
occafions of making samples of the praiflifcrs of that fin, yet I never 
heard that he interfered but once ; and then he caufed the malefiiflor’s 
eyes to be put out, his ears, his nofe, and his lips to be cut off: un- 
der thefe ipiferabie circumftances, this man put liimfcif to death. In 
what manner the Persians formerly regarded this fin, appears from 
the condufl of siiAii sxffie towards a youth, who, in refilling this 
atrocious crime, , ftabbed his own mailer, a ichan of great diftindlion, 
for which the siiAii condemned him to be torn to pieces by dogs. Tlie 
fame fortitude whicli induced this youth to deliver himfelf by fuch de- 
fperate means, fupported him to the laft ; and he died with the uimoll: 
bravery. 

As to cruelty, it at length became a kind of diverfion to nadir j this 
was chiefly excited by avarice," and jealoufy of his own fecutity, as well 
. as a habit of infenfibility. I never indeed heard that he put any man to 
death,, in cold blood, witli his own hands, after his ailvancement to die 
diadem: this is more than can be faid of feme of their former prince.', 
who lawfully pofleffed the regal dignity; for the peksia.v kings through 
many ages have been remarkable for great inhumanity. IIow very different 
are the' chrifiian and MAiio.MMnDAH princes? The former, who under- 
fiand their dignity, never appear in cafes of c.tccutiuns * j the latter de- 
light to be prefent, being otherwife dilBdent that tl.eir orders will not be 
performed. Nadir faw tiro executions of all thtjfe who were put to 
death in his camp^ nor ever appeared in the lead difiurhed. 

When mens crimes become various end complicated, ..nd the judge blenda 
his private paflions or refentm’enU with the cxcrcifc of his oliice, in what 
an extremity of mifery mull a nation be involved, where jullicc is thus ad- 

3 minificred ? 

• Ttc Jue Uaj. of fonTiiGAL 0-1 ijjJotS cairvJ —wax 1.101 CtlTc raa .001 of to aj to 

tic profent. tacox* at the baiBiox of the jxw, v ThcriailAa ,31-0, caiter eitj 

or mihtaiy, wuo fit ca caufo. aro oU scU to be prefect at tlo eitoacca efthea cw- ftatcatcl . 
when tt iod not cjecial to licaUi, thty laiojFec ot i r a tca t c a* they 0_oh ptoper. 
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miniftered ? Some inftances of nadir’s cruelty were the effeds of policy. 
Upon occafion of his memorable e-tploh of, driving the Afghans out of 
PERSIA', when he entered Isfahan in triumph, one of his foldiers violated 
the wife of a Persian of diftindtion. -The man complained to nadir, 
that he could not live after, fo' great aivmdignity ; “ No," fays nadir, 
“ I think you cannot," and immediately ordered him to be ftrangled. 
He tlien explained to his ofiicers the reafon of his condudt in thefe 
terms, “ I make no doubt but you will confider me as very cruel, for 
“ taking this man at his word ; but what can I do in fuch times as thefe ? 
“ A viflorious army cannot always be reftrained. Had I redrelTed this 
“ man’s wrongs, I fliould have a hundred fuch complaints made to me, 
“ and my time would be taken up in chaftifing my foldiers, inftead of 
“ employing them to conquer the enemies of our country.” However, 
he altered his rule of condudf m this particular, of which I have related, 
fome inftances. 

. He often fuffercd feveral to pafs with impunity, though he knew they 
gave him no lefs harfli an appellation than villain j but towards thdfe 
who exercifed their wit in keener fatyr, he was inexorable. It is a comd’ 
pliment amongft the Persians, to fay upon the entrance of a guefti 
“ Your place was very void'.” In the ,maufoleum which nadir caufed 
to be built at mlsciied, for his reception after death, fo'mcbudy wrote 
on tlie walls in very pathetic terms} “ Oh! nadir, how full of thy 
“ renown is every corner of the earth 1 Thy name indeed is very great } 
“ but thy place here 'is very void." Severe inquifition was made for the 
author of this writing , it was concluded to be done by fomc man of 
letters, and many mule aiis were brought to a trial: to compel them 
to a difcovcry, fome were wbipt to fuch an extremity, that they expired 
under the lath. . , 


In allufion to nadir’s exaltation, a certain perfon obftrvcd of a foun- 
tain in ISFAHAN, that the higher the water was thrown up, the greater 
was the velocity of its fall. Nadir never wanted the bale inftruments 
of tyranny to acquaint him of the minuteft aiftions , and this man grati- 
fied his wit at no lefs an expence than his life. 


^ TL> aiUWm to. Your cospu/ Vv-u much mated. 
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. None of their former kings, ever inflidled punifiiments in a greater 
variety, or with circuniftances more whimfical and extravagant, than 
NADIR. Two perfons of diftinaion wrote to him feveral times, com- 
plaining of each other: at length tliey were both fent for to the camp. 
It is probable he knew the charaSers of thefe men ; but witiiout enter- 
■ ing into the merits of either of their complaints, he pronounced them 
both rafcals'j “ And lince,” fays he, you are fo fond of troubling me 
“ with your epillles, I will Ipoil your fport ■" accordingly he ordered 
the eyes of both of them to be put out. His mntonnefs in cruelty was 
not lefs apparent, in the inftance I have mentioned of the dancer '. 
Another time he ordered a man’s teeth to be pulled out, for no other 
reafon than their being buck-teeth. The llory of his cauhng shavhrdi 
BEG to be beaten, in order that he might remember the charge which 
was given him had humour and judgment mixed with barbarity. 

He treated common men and delinquents of the higheft rank without 
much diftinflion of perfons. It was no unufual fight in the chancery, 
to fee thofe who had been the day before ballinadoed almoft to death, 

, whofe eyes had been put out, or their nofe cut oif, yet brought before 
him to he further qucllioned. Upon thefe occafions they have often 
funk down thro’ pain or want of reft: and thefe miferable objedls hate 
been alfo obliged to travel with the camp When nadir fent for any 
.perfon, if he did not inftantly come, the meflengers drove him with 
blows ; and thofe who have made any fliort delay, to finifli their 
prayers', or to perform any other weighty bufinefs, have been often 
baftinadoed. 

The .warice of this tyrant was no lefs remarkable than his craelty. 

It was his cuftora, according to the pradlice of former kings, to fend for 
the governors of the provinces, however remote from his camp, to ap- 
pear before him every new ycar’s-day. His intention in tins very fre- 
quently was to mulfl them, or put them to death. His ordinary me- 
thod was to interrogate them concerning the ftate and condition of the 
' province, 

■ Voi. I pis' '5^- ‘ ’■ "S- 
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province, and of their own behaviour in particular.' From thence he 
proceeded to trifling and fuperfluous queftions, concluding that he fup- 
pofed they had defrauded him of large firms. “ How much;” fays he, 
“ of-my money have you eaten '■jj and in whofe hands is it lodged? " 
Thefe queftions were ordinarily followed by the baftinado, to induce 
them to condemn themfelves, or to accufe other people of being depo- 
fitaries of confiderable firms. It frequently happened that thefe perfons, 
either to avoid the pain of corporal punrfliroents, or with the hopes of 
being reftored to.their governments, have given in a fidlitious lift of per- 
fons as their debtois, with the firms due from each, and alfo of efteas 
depolited in their hands. They even took this occafion to gratify their 
private refentments, by mentioning thofe as their debtors, who had given 
them any offence. The confequence of thefe declarations was the iffuing 
a decree, ordering the coUeflion of fitch firms and effedls by the fevereft 
executions of military law, without any liberty of appeal previous to the 
payment. If thefe pretended debtors, after a fevere beating were found 
incapable of payment, orders were often given to colled! fuch fums from 
the province. The governors were frequently guilty of enormous extor- 
tions and cruelties, without giving a true account of what they had thus 
unjuftly colledled j yet the complaints of the people feldom obtained them 
any relief, for the elders or principal perfons of the provinces, who 
were generally called on to appear as witnefles againft their governors, 
were often compelled to make good their allegations, by paying the de- 
ficiency of the shah’s demands, after ihe fequeftration of the governor’s 
effedts. He carried the matter fo &r that upon a certain occafion, when 
he found himfelf diftrcflcd how to anfivcr one who had vindicated his 
conduct, he faid to him, ** You rafeal, did not you drink cold water ‘ ?” 

It does not appear, from any circamft.ance of the firft ftage of this 
man's life, that Ifis temper was avaricious It is natural to believe, that 
he thought nothing could fecure his ufurpation better than the poverty 
of the people, as tlie mod effedliiai means of preventing their rebellions, 
or of rendering them abortive. 'This is the bell argument that can be 

V n . ■ 

1 ij: for onbezllmtct. * This is in inaroce of foch flisrint 
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brought in extenuation of that crintc, which at fe.ngth became tiie great 
moving principle to drown Persia in blood. • Poverty without doubt 
was a great difcouragement, and often .proved a bar to the. fuccefs of 
their attempts againft liim. But what cap we fay of his unjuft and cruel 
treatment of private perfons, merely for the fake of what they pofleflcd , 
where there was not the leaft reafon to fulpefl: their loyalty ? . 

. . ’ • 

In 1740, fevcral io ghilan were ordered to equip foldicrs 

for the fervke of the crown, ^and to be aufwerable in the penalty oi one 
thoufand crowns far each defertcr. This proved a fource pf oppref- 
fion j for thefe recruits were generally ill paid, and ill treated in the army, 
that they might be tempted to defert; and the payment of the penalty 
was always rigoroufly .exaded of the fecurlties. 


' When he 'found himielf bound in honour to difapprovc of the be- 
haviour of his governors, of whofc unjuft condud all poflible evidence 
had been given, his decrees for reftitution to the complainants were 
generally exprefled in fuch ambiguous terms, as rendered the application 
for juftice vexatious, ‘ and the iflue of them oftentimes unfuccefsful. Sen- 
fible of his predominant vice, his greateft officers greedily amalTed riches, 
as the fiireft means of their preftrvation ; though it Ircquently happened, 
thofe very riches were the caufe of their deftruiftion. Having been often 
challenged to anfwer for their corruption, leveral of the moft confidera- 
ble amongft them, at’ length refolved to keep a regular account of all 
prefents tliey received, that in cafe of need they might produce it : but 
ftill it was a misfortune' to poflefs any money; for nadir feldoui thought 
he had got their all. Shew and equipage Is a favourite paffion among 
the PERSIANS, yet 1 obferved the governors who came to anfwer for 
their condud, and other great officers, chofe to walk on foot in the 
camp, rather than appear in any circumftances of affluence. As to the 
‘officers of inferior rank, tliey imagined, their fecurity confifted in re- 
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Avarice, the peculiar weaknefs of old age, increafed on nadir with 
his years : yet his rapacioufnefs might not be entirely an effeft of this 
paffion. If we confider the vaft expence of his army ; the impoffibillty 
of railing taxes upon his people, in the latter part of his reign ; and that 
his fafety depended on the military power with whieh he was furround- 
ed ; his INDIAN treafure, though reputed very large, was not fufficient 
to check his apprehenlions of want. At length he gave a Handing 
order to his minifters, not to prefent any petitions to him that were re- 
pugnant to the intereft of the crown " ; by which was plainly meant, 
that he would do no other aft of juftice in money afEiirs, than the bare 
payment of his army. 

The feizure he made on his own f^diers, on the banks of the Indus, 
is as diftinguiflied a proof of his avarice, as of his refolution. From that 
time he laid claim to all diamonds and jewels of value, that were expo- 
fed to fale in his dominions ; alledging, that he had been defrauded of 
them, on the occalion of his Indian conqueft; or that they were ftolen 
out of his jewel-houfe. He has more than once punifhed offenders of 
this fort with ballonading, and even with death; and, in thefe cafes, 
befide the lofs of the precious Hones, he infliiHed a muldt of equal 
value. 

Jealoufy and dlHruH, in all their horrid forms, will ever wait in the 
chambers of tyrants, and torment them “ before their time.” Nadir’s 
great officers were fo fcnfiblc of this, that they Were afraid to converfe even 
with Hrangers, except when they were upon duty in their tribunals; 
Neither did they dare to vilit each other in their tents, except in the day- 
time ; 

“ This IS a common nouon in arbitrary countries, where the prince and his fubjc^ls are often con- 
fiJercd in fo different a I ght, that many afls of juftjce are omitted, out of a religious regard to the 
intereft of the crown, as they are plcafed to caU it Perhaps it is from the *famc notion, that 
even m fo polite and free a country as cueat baitain, the debts of a deceafed prince arc paid 
very late, and foroetimes not at all. This condoft feems to be void of (Economy, if not of jnlbce. 
If u IS underftood as a condiuoa, that when a pnnee dies, the iradefman muft lofe his money, there 
ought at leaft to be fomc method in payments whJft he lives , and, m the mean while, the ponce, 
mull pay dear, for all t^t he confomes that is bought on truft. * 
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time ; and that only in the pretence of their fervants, or other witneffes. 
left a fufpicion, fltould be conceived of their caballing againft him *. 
made no fcruple of telling the people that he was apprized of their dif- 
affeaion, but that he neither regarded it nor them. An arrow was (liof- 
once into his quarters with a libel, accufing him of tyranny and irrelF 
gion i demanding of him if he was a devil or god ; a tyrant, a kin® of 
a prophet ? That if he was a god, they would fupplicate his mercy to 
avert their punilhmentj if a king, they intreated him to fhew clemency; 
if a prophet, to produce his million ? To this paper nadir made a very 
difpaflionate anfwer : “ I am neither god nor devil, tyrant nor prophet ; 
“ but I am one fent from God, to punilh an iniquitous generation of 
“ men." This anfwer was written, and copies of it annexed to the 
libel, and placed in the moll confpicuous part of the camp : a promife 
of pardon was alfo made to the author, if he would difcovcr himfclf ; 
and a confiderable reward to any perfon who fliould difcover him. 

Much may be alledged for the folpicious turn which he took ; for the 
PERSIANS are as gentle, foft, and perfuallve in their manners, as they 
are full of cunning and deceit. They are polite, and alTcdl condefcen- 
lion to ftrangers or gueds ; but where they have any power or authority, 
their deportment is fellilh, haughty, and infolent : to this we may add 
a ftrong propenlity ” to rebellion. From his earliell life nadir had an 
cxqecitnental knowledge of them, in all their fcveral ranks and condi- 
tions ; and feemed now to have adopted as an invariable maxim, that 
they could be ruled only with a rod of iron. Thus feveral caufes con- 
curred to cherilh a cruel, jealous dilpofition. As he mounted the throne 
by means of the corruption and immorality of the people, policy Hill re- 
quired him to fowthe feeds of a jealous enmity among the principal per- 
fons under his command. 

How dreadful tlie fituation of a tyrannical king, when tlie very 
union of his fubjedls is the greateft objefl of his terror; and their mu- 
tual hatred and dilgull edential to his Ibpport I Religion was fiill the 
M ra 2 " 

“ See Vol. I. page 1 89. ® Ttoogh this any not be the proper cbaraftcnliic of the 

people, yet it feems to be an effeft of tbeu prcfcnCioumjrality» as ttcUasrtfentmcnt of tyranny. 
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cloak to foment animofities. The Persians profeffed a veneration for 
ALi, and their expounders of the khoran ; whilft the tartars, and. 
other nations, of which his army was chiefly compofed, were of the fed 
of the SUNNIS. Nadir ranked himfelf ftridlly with neither p, but was 
equally attentive to gratify both, whenever the occafion required. His 
greatefl; fupport arofe from the multitude of his fpies and emiffaries, de- 
tached into every part of the empire. His public offlcers and private 
agents, growing fufpicious of each other, were equally impatient of giving 
the firfl; information, of any fecret defign, or even difaffeflion, in pre- 
judice to their matter. Thus the neareft relations and moft intimate 
friends, often entertained a jealoufy of each other. Thofe who had any 
honetty in their nature, might be fometimes tempted for their oaths fake, 
and to prevent the effufion of blood, to give intelligence ; the envious 
and revengeful to giatify their private paflions; his mercenaries for their 
intereft-: and almoft in general were they defirous of fliaring the fpoils 
of ruined provinces ; thus tearing out the entrails of their common pa- 
rent, and rendering themfclves inttrumental to their own dcttrudlion. 
Every focial virtue was negledlcd ; common, faith and common honetty 
were little more among them, than bare names, Under thefe circuni- 
tt.inccs, how’ could they be delivered from the power of one tyrant, with- 
out falling into the hands of another ? 

Whlltt nadir’s glory was ripening, it was his policy to make great 
profefiions of etteepi to thofe whofe fervices he flood in need of; hut 
afterwards he acted on the wretched' maxim, .that a king has no friend 
Of relation. Gratitude confcquently could not appear as a princely virtue, 
nor Itasc any feat in Ills breaft; on the contrary, be feemed cliffident, 
tint tbofe wlio were capable of a zealous concern for his intereft from a 
•principle cf affcdlion, might on the fame principle .be partbl to others 
alfo, if hia conduiS ttiould render him ungrateful to them. This feemed 
to be tl:c general rule he obfarved, with fomo few exceptions j lince we 
. find that the vigilance and moderation of MOsTAriiA khan and cos- 
rr.st KUAN, tile only two perfons whofe condud I ever heard com- 
mended, fupported them; and we mutt amidft all his crimes do nadir 

the 
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the juftice to remember, that he. cheriflied thefe men to the laft. This 
feems to prove hotv irreMible the charms of virtue are ] and that the 
fubjeds of PERSIA were in general almoll: as Jittle'defcrving mercy, as 
tlicir king was difpofed to fliew it. But the amiable qualities of die 
mind being fo rare, they could be no great objeds of his dread : the 
perfedions mod level to bis obfervation, and which druck mod: forci- 
bly on his mind, were corporal (Irength and v.ilour. Though he often 
Hood in need of thefe, the perfon who acquired any diftioguiflied re- 
putation for-thcm, became the objed of his envy, if not of his fear. 
Of this they told me a remarkable dory : 

A certain' Milt basiii ’ had often didinguidied himfelif in the field 
of battle : his fkill in the ufe of the fabre.was not Icfs extraordinary than 
his corporal ftrengtli, and he was at length made a khan. The Per- 
sians, in their hyperbolical manner of fpeaking, fay, that this man could 
cut a mule with a pjck-faddle on her back tiirough at one droke. R 
is hardly credible how much the Persians edeem bodily drengtiE and 
military abilities: nadir cad a jealous eye on this perfon j and as if 
he meant to try his virtue, lie gave him the cliarge of a beautiful girl, 
to be carried to his brother ihraiiim kiIan. On the way lie dcb.iuchcd 
her ; and ibrahim difeovering the indignity, fent her back to the king his 
brother. It is eafy to imagine, that n.adir would refent the affront alfo j 
Jn Rior?. he vowed to died the blood of the offender. Riza kouei 
MYRZA, then in high favour with his fatlier, had a very pirticular le- 
gard for this officer ; he attended the ptifoner before the su All’s ' pavilion, 
pleaded his caufe, and obtained his pardon. Nadir, for the fake of his 
vow, ordered a bit of the offender’s car to be cut off. This howeier 
w.is but a temporary reprieve : foon after ho was fent to burn a turk- 
lEU village ; but before it was poffible for him to arriie there, he was'* 
recalled, and quellioned why he had not performed his orders; and after 
fcveral imperious infults, nadir commanded that he diouUl be dranglcd. 
Before the bow-llring was thrown about liis’necfc, he nude a ligii, as if ^ 
he had fomething of importance to communicate; and, as is ufual in 

. I fuch 

s CoTimarder of a tliouland horfe. ' The circiunriaiiccs feem to in^cate, chat this ciea: 

was a little before he lias dsclarqd king. 
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fuch cafes, a fufpenfion was permitted. The khan av.iiled himfelf of 
this interval, to plunge out of the hands of the executioners ; and feizing 
the fabre of one near him, ruflied forward towards the shah, who rofc 
from his feat, and retired before his enemy. The attendants neat the 
royal pavilion interpofed, and killed the delinquent, but not before he 
had (Iain three of them. This circumftance was one great caufe, why 
the people in general, as well as the prifoners, who were brought before 
the SHAH, were kept at a greater diftance than common. 

The natural pridf of the human heart is flattered, when our fuperiors 
bring themfelves down to our level. The general, who is not over-tender 
of his perfon, becomes the minion of the common foldiers ; but if to cou- 
rage he adds liberality, he fubdues their hearts. Nadi it was a mafter of 
every art of this fort, and in his fitfl: appearances in life, gained the uni- 
verfal afTeftion of the army. He was no fooner veiled with a command, 
than he became afliduous to ingratiate himfelf with the foldiers, not only 
by procuring them their pay in due time, but alfo good cloathing at an 
cafy price, with the addition of occafional gifts. He was not ignorant 
of the ufe of clemency, in circumftances of great importance. A party 
of ousBEOs, who had done him fignal fervice in battle, afterwards de- 
ferted from him : he fent a body of troops, and brought them to his 
camp as prifoners : they expedled death ; but he bid them continue to 
ferve him faithfully, as they had already done, and made every private 
man the prefcnC of fifty croHms. and gave five hundred to each officer. 
The revolt of foldiers, on whom he moft depended for the fecurity of his 
perfon, as well as the advancement of his glory, might have been attended' 
with very dangerous confequences. But he no fooner carried his point, 
than he adopted new principles. Common prudence indeed obliged him 
■ to be watchful of the (economy of his army; yet the meannefs of his 
education could not be corrcQeti by his advancement to the diadem ; and 
whim jealoufy and dillrull became his conftant companions, cruelty and 
avariM gained the afeendant over him, in every adlion of the latter part 
of his life; this appeared in many circumftances, not only towards his 
army, but to the people in general. 


No 
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No pare of nadir’s charadler was more difti'nguiflied, than that of a 
general ; he lived in the field^ in the fevcral charadlers of a peafant, a 
captive, a fervant, a robber, a foldier, a general, and a king. Bred up 
in air the arts and fnbtleties of the tartars, he acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the pradicat knowledge of robbery. Hence it is cafy to ima- 
gine, that a perfon of his extraordinary natural talents and perfonal flrcngth, 
diould become forward, bold, and enterprizing. Enured to a military 
life, he acquired a ftrong inclination for that variety which a continued 
change of place is apt to create. The intrepidity which he poflefled in 
fo eminent a degree, is a dazling quality among men profeffing arms ; 
but fuccefs eftabliflied his charader as an able and fortunate general. 
His perfon and voice were indrumental to his promotion, but his va- 
lour was not lefs fo. They feem.to have aded reciprocally on each 
other j and the confcloufnefs of his fuperiority over moft other men, 
rendered him dauntlefs to a degree of amazement ; yet were bis mo- 
tions generally direded with great prudence : the fame prefence of mind 
which aflifted him on all emergencies, taught him alfo how to confult his 
own fafety> for it cannot be imputed entirely to fortune, that be was 
never wounded. In the height of his grandeur, he would upon any 
emergency, out-march his baggage, and fuffer any hardfliip incident to 
a common foldier. 

His quicknefs of obfervation where his forces were weakeft, and his 
prefence of mind in fuccouring them, ever gave him a wonderful fupe- 
riority over his enemies. His refolution feemed to infpire his people with 
a determined purpofe to conquer or dicj nor did his officers ever behave 
ill with impunity. In adion, he generally tired many horfes, being 
never long miffiiig where hU prefcncc was needful. Upon thefc occa- 
fions he was wont to addrefs his men in fuch familiar terms, as feemed ^ 
to demonftrate an opinion, that a fbldicr will not perform his duty xvcll, 
when he has no regard for his general. He found it indifpenftbly ne- 
cellary to keep Ins army in motion, to prevent thofe confpiracics, for 
which a great part of his fbldiers were always ripef by this means alfo, 
the people in the remote parts of the empire were kept in awe, and 
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he was ready to oppofs the invafion of his neighbours, or to make 
conquefts. 

As he enjoyed great health, and' was enured to exercife, his aiSivity was 
hardly to be exceeded. His mind was ftrongly tinftured with the notion 
of predeftination, and he became fo much the more dauntlefs by itj yet 
we do not find that he fell into the abfiird pradlice of deviating from the 
diftates of common fenfe, with which this erroneous principle fometimes 
affefls its votaries. Pie feldom placed a confidence that was unhecefliiry, 
or expofed himfelf to a danger that was avoidable. In the conduit of his 
wars, he ever preferred ftratagems to force. His marches were always 
amazingly rapid, and his progrefs fo irregular, and contrary to the ordinary 
rules of war, that he confounded his enemies. Thus he oiten defeated 
their bell, laid fchemes, and attacked them where they were leafl: able to 
defend tliemfelvcs. .Yet in matters of the greateft moment, his refolutions 
w ere generally fo quick and furpafling ordinary apprehenfions, that it feem- 
cd, doubtful whether they were the effeils of a folid judgment, or a blind 
temerity. Under the difiiculties in which he was often involved, irrefolu- 
tion feemed to be what he dreaded mod j nor did he dare to aik advice, 
Iclt he ihould weaken tlie fuperiority by which he governed. The neigh- 
bouring MAUOM.MEDAN dates, after fome years knowledge of him, 
conceived fuch an opinion of his penetration, and fuch a dread from 
his fortune, as to aferibe to him a kind of preternatural power. The 
fame notions, among his own people, often led them to betray tliemfelvcs, 
and defert their own caufe.- 

As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were : before a battle, 
it was his condant cudom to prodrate himfelf for the fpace of a minute, 
and make an ejaculatory prayer ; this being the chief, if not the foie ait 
of religion, of which he gave any demondration, as the Persians con- 
fidently relate of him. 'j' ‘ 

Never was a man more indefatigable with regard to perfonal application 
and attendance to every duty of a commander : and it was his praflice in 
the height of dimmer, and fometimes at other feafons, to come to his tent 
of audience early in the morning, often making it a fecond vifit before noon, 
1 and 
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and fpending many hours of the evening in the fame manner. He was 
punaual in the payment ofhis army, and took a furprizing care that his 
camp ftould be fupplied with the neceffaries of life ; but at the fame time 
he received great advantages by being the foie vender of doth, and fome 
other commodities to his foldiers, conftantly employing a perfon under 
the denomination of the shab’s merchant. 

Whether it arofe from the fuperiorfty of his genius tliat he neglefled 
forms, or from the narrownefs of his education th.at he could not fill up 
the charadler, he often forgot the dignity of a king Upon the occafion 
of his giving a government to a certain perfon, he fpoke to this cffea : 

“ Remember that you are not to have any communication with the 
“ MUi.i.AU‘5 but I know that you will go to him by night', and you 
“ will talk of me 3 he will confe/s there is not fuch a king in the world 
“ as I am, but at the fame time he will tell you I am a rafcal ■, and 
“ have no mercy : take heed how you liften to his fuggeftions." Nor 
was he lefs ingenuous upon many occafions. Having alked if there were 
any prince on the earth greater than himfelf and the grand fignior j and. 
being anfwered, that there were not any, he replied, “ You are mif- 
“ taken 5 the basha of bagdat is greater than either of us ; for both 
“ of us have been endeavouring to reduce him to our fubjedlion, but his 
“ fortune and conduft have been fupetior to our attempts 

Many circumftances of the politics of this extraordinaty man were un- 
fathomable, pardcularly in his punilhing offenders ; petty crimes he often 
chaftifed with heavy punilhments, whilft offences of the blackeff dye 
fometimes pafled with impunity, or a flight refentment. Esen thofe 
who had been in open rebellion againff him, he has more than once 
reinftated in their office, or preferred tliem to greater dignities, of which 
TAGiir KUAN is a remarkable inftance. Thus he feemed inclined to 
trufl: thofe who had been his avosved enemies, rather than fuch as he 
had not yet proved. 

In 

• A certain pncll Ntiliom vaoir fafpefleJ of «Ji£iScilioo» * He al.o nicnuoreJ iK« room 

where llicy wfljU fit, wuh other cucmnflanco. • KuatifiAC*.. » A* tncct.cncJ 
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Ill the latter part of his reign he had no counfcllor ; and his iiiiniflcrs 
in mod repute were fo far from being admitted to any kind of faftii- 
'liarity, that they dared not enter his tent. When they bad bufinefs with' 
him, they flood in the open air within the feraicircle of his attendants, 
being rarely allowed to fit down. It mud be ohferved, that the rank 
to which he promoted them was a reward for their valour, and their 
knowledge of the arts of extortion, not for their wifdoin or probity ; 
from whence it naturally followed, that men of the raeaned extraction 
often poflclTed the highe'd offices. ■ • . .i 

The date of mankind is fo corrupt, that aflions even of the brigheft > 
hue frerpuently endanger the fccurity of the aClor, by the nialice,^envy, 
avarice, or ambition of other men. .This has, been in no country more 
verified in thefe latter ages, than in Persia.. To' thofe uncommon 
talents which nadir poflefTed, had he joined humanity and probity 
of mind, it would be reafonable to think he might have been the in- 
dmment to prevent the ruin of that unhappy country. But could a man 
of 'probity rule over a people, whofe corruption rendered them mature 
for dedruftion } Had the. people been lefs vicious, the vices of the 
ufiirper could not have been fo dedruflivc. ^ 

111 extenuation of nadir’s crimes, great as they will ever be acknow- 
ledged, there was a moral certainty of his becoming a facrifice much 
fooner, had he been 'pofiefled of lefs power. It was with him, as with 
many great wicked men before him ; being advanced in the perilous paths 
of ambition, he found it dangerous to dop, and impoffiblc to retreat with 
fafety. Self-prefervation then called on him to march on, and explore 
the giddy heights from whence he fell, and involved liis country in fuch 
prodigious ruin. We arc apt to afetibe even the good actions of wicked 
men to Cnider purpofes. There is no charaClec without fome diadcs 
aud mixtures of viitue. In the -beginning of his reign, nadir diC- 
penfed judicc with an equal hand, and afltcClcd the name of a jiid king. 
Great cncriuragcmcnt was given to appeal to him upon every occafion of 
the extortion or illegal proceedings of his governors ; nor was redrefs to 
be obtained but from his decrees; fucli was the abominable conuption 

of 
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of the people. Thus at a'time when, men of fentiments might have fome 
Jittering.expe^ations, oOiappy.,cpnfcquences from the^viftorles of their 
fovereign, the arts of venality prevailed fo much, tliat even the royal dL 
crees could not be carried into e.vecution, without bribes and preibnts. 

It is an incontellable fadf, that Persia was indebted to nadir kouli 
for her deliverance from the yoke of the apohans : to him the owed 
the reftoration of her legal fovereign’i and by his valour and conduit 
the PERSIAN monarchy recovered, in a little more than eight years, the 
. feveral dominions which had been torn from her during the weak and 
effeminate reign of shah kvssein, and the jnvalion of the Afghans; 
but that he aited on juft principles, of pofleffid fuch abilities as were ne- 
celTary'to fecure all thefe advantages, the fondeft panegyrift never will 
pretend. On the contrary. 'it feems plain from the iffue, that he was 
influenced by motives whicli ecliple his beft adiions, and that he afpired 
at the fovereignty from his firft defeat of the Afghans. Many caufes 
' CO incided to flatter the higheft expedbitio'n that could be formed in his 
breaft) of thefe the great corruption of the people mufthave been tlie 
chief; whilft the weaknefs of shah t.(EHMas opened fuch a prolpeift 
to him' of mounting to the fupremc power, as could not be refifted 
by a man, in whofe n id all moral conliderations gave way to his am- 
bition. 
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THE 

Short and unfortunate reign of- 

A D IL S H A H. ' ; 

C H A P.' XXXVI., ■ , ; 

Ali Kouti KahK "ele£led ii«g of.vEKhA 'af M-Licnzp: , He fends -Eis 
. . IBRAHIM 'myrza « ISFAHAN 5 and Commit sfcveral 'cruelties. 

'He folicits tbe 'frie'ndfsip ‘if RnssiA'." Tbe"revolt of'Aum’Ais,Att 
' KHAN J 'aifo of IBRAHIM MYRZA. " Ibe 'death of ZORAB KUAN. Ke 
defeat of AtsiL^ shah, and bis brother Ibrahim b^bza’, 'She. 

E U RO'P E feem's to be very imperfealy acquainted with the'eon- 
fcquences of the^dcath of the ufurper nadir; even the’ Rus- 
sians and the TURKS, who arc bell lituated to receive informa- 
tion, have not, 1 believe, the moft petfea accounts ; and are moreover 
interefted, either to conceal or inifreprefent thofe which reach tlicm; 
The fpilling of nadir's blood has been a fredi fourcc of calamities to 
the PERSIANS. I have mentioned fome few particulars, fo far as they 
rdatc to our unfortunate trade over, the Caspian sHa All that I have 
to add, is a (hort account of fome events which followed the catilirophe 
of the ufurper. ' . ■ 

, It has been already obferved, that mustapha khan was on an cm- 
bafly to TURKEY, when nadir’s death happened. Providence feemed 
to interpofe for his fecurity, who was one of tlie very fevy honcA 
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in PERSIA. As he was prevented from being a fpeftator, it is probable 1747 
. he efcaped being a fliarer dfo, in tlie unh.appy fate of his mailer. He 
was arrived in* the Turkish, dominions when tJie news reached him; 
and he thought it neceQ'ary for 'his fecurtty to proceed with all his re- 
tinue to CONSTANTI.VQPLE. In the mean while, the Turkish embalTa- 
dor, who was coming to confirm the peace lately concluded, had the 
good fortune to reach eagdat with all the valuable prefents which he 
was carrying to the Persian court. As to knez galitzen, the news 
of nadir’s violent death no fooner arrived at reshd, than he retired to 
ASTRACHAN Jiy fea, as well to inform his court of this extraordinary 
event, and provide for the fafcty of his own perfon, as to receive frelh 
inftruftions. 

Ali kouli KHAN now made no lecret, that he had been the chief 
inftigator of the confpiracy againll his uncle, and as fuch was confidered 
as bell entitled to the diadem. As he had been governor of mesched, 
no officer could boall of fuperior honours ; and as the nephew 'of the late 
tyrant, he had been refpefled : but though he was fo nearly related to 
NADIR, he had very little refemblance in his difpofition ; his temper was 
free, open and generous, nor was he without the reputation of being a 
good foldicr. ^ 

The news of his uncle’s death was no fooner brought to him than be 
came to mesciied, where he put on the royal diadem, and took the name 
of ADIE SHAH I, with the feeming applaufe of the inhabitants, and began 
his reign in a very popular manner. In confidcnition.of tlie great poverty 
of the people s he remitted tlie ta.xcs over the whole empire, and per- 
formed other afls of clemency. But at the fame time, according to the, 
execrable policy of mahommedan princes, he imbrued bis hands in the 
blood of bis neareft relations. Nesr ali myrza firft fell a ficrifice to 
bis jealoufy, nor did lie fpare the blind RizA kouli. Different .iccouiits 
were given of Ids conduft towards shaiirokh, the foil of tliis blind 
• • ’ ’ prince, 

) 

» It uacircumftance not unworthy of fcnia£k,tIi3tt]jsinfircngcx\/i9%osfciit%ith • sotVihead 

to AU KOUI.1 KHAN, lol itby ihctta/, andto&^etiSCTcdiU prodveea Ou-tcfjJioihefman.- 
r a he juft Un". * * 
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1^47. prince, and grand-fon ' of nadie. Whether the real shahrokh fur- 
vived this event, or not j one under this name, who pretended to be the 
identical perfon, foon after afiumed the diadem, as we flrall relate. Tho 
All had the reputation of being humane; yet his cruelty did not Hop at 
the deftrudlion of the fons of nadir, for he_ alfo eaufed feveral of his 
uncle’s women, who were with child, to be ripped up. 

KrELAT, with all the treafure in it being furrendered up to him, to 
all appearance the moil: prudent ftep which this new king could take, was 
to march immediately to Isfahan, and carry with him a great part of 
his riches. Nadir’s army being for the moft part difperfed, he could 
have left a fufficient number of tioops on the eaftern 'frontiers, and then 
raiCng a new army, eltablith himfelf on the bads of a military govern- 
ment, fo effential to the fupport of his fovereignty. But he was bhnd 
to the danger to which he was expofed, and triumphing in a fond fecu- 
rity from his immenfe riches, abandoned himfelf to his favourite grati- 
fications of women and wine, and fent his brother ibraiiim khan, • 
whom we fhall now call ibraiii.m myeza*, to Isfahan, in order to 
raife recruits. 

• His next bufinefs was to excufe himfelf for the thare he had in the 
murder of his uncle; and, at tiic fame time, to make his intentions 
known to the people, with regard to their future relief from that infup- 
pottable tyranny, which had been exetcifed over them ; fo that this 
event might afford them all the joy and confolation which was natural to 
expefl from fuch a deliverance. 

The following decree, which he fent to resiid in the province of 
GHILAN, gives us an idea of the Hate of aSiiirs a few weeks afttr 
nadir’s death. 


. * “ Wherein 

* Acccnlirj to the accoucli rx haj a: ihat wne from rcaila, ir xas doubtfol tti-ellrm the 
rial tHAllKoaii aai p-t 10 Scalh, or cot, ibae report ilat he teas pret mail/ feat aaa;' lo.o fafe 
. cjittt. that he vtli prcfcal, hut fpared at tie riUhaoaoo of the prrc.l, at the orjp rem-r ej 
meS. M tic racthu't fdr, of the rtrna faaj/. • At the hrolher of a hora. ue 

a-a c_a harr uxiaa, or pnatc. 
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" Whbrein stands 
“ The kingdom op GOD, 

“ SHAH AND SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 

“ A SERVANT OF ALI, 

“ A mandate which THE WHOLE WORLD OBEVS 


2S7 


1741 


“ The noble and honourable cheich el Islam the kazzi the 
elders and all fubjedlss the poor and oppreded inhabitants of reshd, 
“ LAHIJAN, RANCOOTE, KESKAR, FOMIN, SHEFTA, KUGDUM ', and 
“ tlie places thereunto belonging ; to whom the Almighty has granted 
“ his unutterable mercies; who are aflured of, and exalted by our in- 
“ comparable tbvereign favour ; thall know, in what manner the wicfc- 
“ edncis of the barbarous monarch ^ bath prevailed. All nations and 
“ languages, the exalted and the humble, the good and the bad fubjefls 
• “ of the empire of Iran r, are too, well acquainted with his proceedings. 
“ Their inceffant cries and lamentations have reached even unto the 
“ heavens. By putting out the eyes of the inhabitants, depriving them 
“ of their lives; and felling the fons and daughters of muliiilmenj even 
“ the fevcn celellial circles " were moved to coinpaffion. In a word, the 
“ extortion of clphs'and crores'' has been the caufc of multitudes of 
“ people lofing their light whilft the tyrannical monarch barbaroufly 
“ ereaed lofty towers of human beads through the provinces, exceeding 
“ all the cruelties of pad ages. At length, our Ibvereign majerty com- 
“ m'anded the moft eminent and high inilrufled, jiahommed kouli. 
“ khan, our KURCHi BASHi", that he Biould prevail on the afshar 
“ guards, to feize and remove the tyrant, thus performing a fervice 
“ highly beneficial to the public welfare, reftoring reft and tranquillity 
“ to the nation. Mahommed kouli khan did not refiife to obey. 

“ All 

^ This was the inrcnption oa the ro)al S^oet, which they place at the head of the decree, 
e Chief of rehgion Isoam wc h,Te obfcrsedCgiuEcs fifety , by which is mc-ntthc siAKOiiaa- 
BAit rebcion t < Tcefe are dihiias m aod about oinaAS. 

r Nabia « PraiiA. ‘ The planets ' F«= huidied thoiifind 

h.aardeiiaer. or ia;,ODo/. ^ Ten clphs. or Bie mifiens of ciowes, orl.a;BCco/ 

are equal to a crorc m ivy lA. ‘ fichcre quo cs a teat out of the Lhorufl. which 

13 vtiy obfcarc. and contradiaor) I base leaid rhut the nuiaber of peifons bbudtd. MM rolirf- 
thao thuty thoufand . but tins fcCtTis to be caaEgcrated. ■* Vol III p 73- 
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“ All perfons of dilVmaion, and the whole army near oui vi(5torious and 
“ fplendent ftirrup, were anxious to extirpate the deep-rooted violences 
“ and oppreffions of this tyrannical king. We therefore marched at the 
“ head of our forces from ferag and Herat, and came with balle 
“ for that purpofe j but on our arrival on the borders of terbedshan, 
“ news came that the afshar guards had already fcized the tyrant. In 
“ the mean while there happened a commotion among the tartars ”, 
“ for the fuppreffion of which there was no other remedy than to give 
“ the tyrant the reward of his adlions. 

“ The fort of KEffixAT, which the late king had fpent many years 
“ in rendering impregnable, thanks to the Moft High, was in one day 
“ brought under our fubjedlion by segrae eeg, whom we fent thither 

for that purpofe. , . 

“ As foon as thefe happy tidings reabhed our cars, we marched to the 
“ holy city of mesched, where all the minifters, commanding officers, 
“ and perfons of diftidlion prefent, did with one common voice intreat 
“ our majefty to take upon us the government of the empire, to rebuild 
“ the ruined houfes, and repair the defolations of Persia. They pre- 
'• fented as their interccffor the holy faint, who is buried in that city °, 
“ and would not defift from their importunity. 


“ When we confidered the fad ftate of the Persians for feveral ye-ars 
“ pad, who had been obliged not only to deliver up all their fubllaiice, 
“ but thcmfelvcs, and their families, to be flaughtered p, we thought it 
necclTary to fiiew our fovcreign favour to the opprelTed ; to appeale 
“ the wrath of heaven ; to latisfy the creatures of God, and to gam the 
“ love of the people. We have therefore been gracioufly pleafed to order, 
“ and do hereby command, that the new contributions in moneys, im- 

“ pofed 


* An difguirw the jcal facl, bur gtt« feme tight in regard lo the conted betneen the taktari 
and eaaiiAMi. Hcfccim toalTuaic themencof eciaoTicg his uide, bjtjtt to impute the eaccu- 
tiunlo theArtiiA.r tlhu Here a Atai.-a I»d, 3ua.nI. . f/ie tepulchrc of i.SA 1 

.. ' H ic ill quorej another teat out of the I.Vuu. "100 are 

- t »** ^7 "luchl fuppofe w acanr, t'ut m corJlTjcncc 

i^Sd “ ’ ‘■'"'‘““"a 
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“ pofed on lubjeas and ftrangers. flull from henceforward ceafe and be 
" annulled. We likewife difcharge the colleftors who are in your 
“ province, and you are to fend them to our court. But the money and 
“ elFeas belonging to the crown, which are already colleSed, Jhall be 
“ accounted for '. All the other revenues for this year, as alfo all taxes 
“ for the following two years, we do moft gracioufly forgive, that the 
“ fubjefls of rsiAM, and all other religions, as hkewife the iNotANs 

and others, who for fome years have been fubjedl to every kind of 
“ torture and oppreffion, may enjoy an uninterrupted fafety and tran- 
“ quilhty, and follicit the most high for our welfare. 

“ What concerns the fupport of poll-hories *, ihofe to whom this of- 
“ lioe belongs /hall take proper carej and for the future double the niim- 
“^berof horfes /hall be kept at each ftage, as was lately ordered; and 
“ the money for maintaining of them /hall be taken out of the treafury 
" of the province In cafe of any deficiency, a reprefentation being 
" made to us, it lliall be fupplied from other treafuries. 

“ For fettling the accounts of this year, two or three writers and ca- 
" lentars /lull be fent to our high court. And concerning the eflates, 

“ which in the late reign were taken from numbers of the people, we ’ 
“ lliall order an infpeftion to be made, and a circumftantial account 
“ thereof to be fent to us. And that every one may be fatisfied in this 
“ particular, we /hall without delay appoint a proper perfon for that pur- 
“ pofe. Given in the month of DSCitEMADiELSAM, ii6o".” 


Ali having made fome difpofitions for fettling his government, he came 
with a body of forces to fpend the remainder of the year at the palace of 
ashreFp near the midfl of the fbuth-coafl of the Caspian sea. In 
thatfituation he hoped to fupprefs anyinfurreflion that might arife in the 
northern provinces, prefuming that his brother ibrahim myrza would 
proteft the fouth, whilft in cafe of neceflity he might again direft his 

march 


'Mohasil* * TJie term K.cnrcled in die cUh book. t The reader will ol)- 

ferve in feveial paflages of thefc r oluincs, tliat the baJ conduft of couners war one of the finm one 
oppreltionsnnder which pERiiA groaned “ Ahoat the beginning of JU I r *747. ^ 

* Sec Vol I. page 29;. . a 
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J747. march eaftward. In the mean while amur aslan khan acknow- 
ledged the fovereignty of this new king, and commanded in the weft. 
This perfon was an officer of great experience, and had been a favourite of 
NADIR, he was now in shirvan at the head of thirty thoufand men. 

In order to confirm the peace which nadir had made with the Turks, 
ADiL SHAH fcnt an envoy- extraordinary to the port, to fignify his exal- 
tation to the throne of Persia, and his inclination to live in harmony 
with the grand fignior: this mmifter accordingly arrived there in April 
174B. It IS eafy to conceive how ill the Turks would relifti the advance- 
ment of a nephew of nadir. That Providence had thus removed him, 
who had been fo great an object of their terror, afforded great fatisfac- 
tionj but their ambition was to fee that army crufiied, which had been 
fo often the inftiument of (bedding fuch ftreams of their blood, and 
making their fovereign tremble in his very capital. The refult of this 
embaffy was, that the two courts (hould mutually fend embaffadors with 
the uitial pomp and formalities ; in the mean while, we are left to ima- 
gine that the Turkish partizans would not be idle in fomenting that civil 
difcord in Persia, which they had found fo advantageous j fince with- 
out the expence of blood and treafure,' without danger or inconvenience, 
they could thus look on and fee their natural enemy tearing out her 
own bowels. 

Adil siiak was not lefs affiduous to cultivate the moft perfect amity 
"with the RUSSIANS. The retreat of the embaffador rnez callitzen 
from GHiLAN, had given the Persian minifters fome alarms. Koulifa, 
who had been formerly emballador in Russia, wrote to the Russian 
embaffador in September : the following extract contains the moft mate- 
rial part of the letter ; 

“ May your eminence’s bicffed health, by the grace of the Almighty, 
“ endure to the end of the world, ”1 liave had the honour to write to 
you feveral friendly letters, fent through the hands of the moft noble 
and moft honourable of the religion of Messiah, the refident of the 
^ high imperial court of Russia 5 but I have not received any anfwer. 

“ I 
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“ 1 long with impatience for youramValj God grant it may be foon, 1747. 
“ that we may once more happily /ee each other. 

t \ ^ 

“ I now acipiaint you, as 1 have already done, that his majeOy, equal 
“ in dignity to Alexander, and in fervants to darius, proteftor of the 
“'whole world, adil shah, whole reign may the Moft High preferve 
“ for ever, and my foul ferve him as a facrifice, has been gracioudy 
“ pleafed to mount the throne of iran. Thus by the help of God, the 
“ government of the whole empire is in the high power of his majefty, 

“ the moll gracious and juft monarch. The fort.K,ELAT, with all the 
“ treafures and riches therein contained, is in his majefty’s pofleflion j 
" and the enemies of his everlafting court, thus eftablilhed by the Al- 
“ mighty, are utterly extirpated. 

“ It will appear to you by the copy of the mandate inclofed, that the 
“ moft gracious monarch did imagine you yet relided at reshd, thete- 
“ fore he commanded me to wait on your eminency j and ordered the 
*' moft noble achmed khan to convoy you to mazandbran, where 
“ the moft worthy mahommed ali beg, khajar, of noble defcent, 

“ will meet and condudt you with all due honour to the shah’s high 
“ court. To conclude, I wilh the days of bills may laft for ever.” 

This letter was accompanied with long inftruflions from the shah 
to KOULiEA, to fhew all poffible honour to the embaflador. Achmed, 

KHAN had alfo commands to the fame purpofe, all demonftrative of his 
delire of fupporting the bell correlpondence with his neighbours the Rus- 
sians. Within very few weeks after nadir’s death, and before he came 
to the palace of asheeff, the shah himfclf fent a letter to the em- 
haffador galitzem. Like others, it was marked with his feal at the 
head, viz. 

I “ Wherein st.ands 

“ The kingdom of GOD, 

Sovereign of the e.mpire, 

“ A SERVANT OF ALL 

“ The 
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■ X747- The moft emment, high, appointed, noble and high intrufted em- 
‘ “ balEidor, from the moft exalted imperial court of Russia, knez' ga- 

“ LiTZEU, lhall be affured of our Ibvereign favour, and know, that 
“ the vile difpofition and corrupted nature of the late monarch furpalTed 
“ all bounds. How cruel his proceedings have been, you will be cir- 
“ cumftantially informed in due time. 

“ At prefent you ate acquainted, that our fovereign majefty, by the 
“ grace and afliftance of God, has been higldy pleafed ta take the throne 
" of the rERStA,K erapirej at which time it has, heea repcefented to us, 
" that your eminence has been fent here as an embalfador, from the- 
“ moft puiflant and imperial, court of RUSSIA r and that the moft emi- 
“ nent serdar % Amur asi,an khan, iiedscheff beg, and other cora- 
“ manders did receive your eminence on the borders of Persia, but 
“ made fueh bad preparations for your.journey through shirvan, as 
“ created a difguft, for which they (hall be accountable. 

" And whereas it has been reprefented to our majefty, that your emi, 
“ nence is endowed with good underftanding, a quick infight, and-q 
“ decent behaviour in all things » } and fent expreflly with fo great a 
“ power to our high court, to eftablilh amity j therefore we hope you will 
“ not be offended on account of thefe accidents. And as we are inclined 
“ to fupport the frieadlhip and harmony between our fovereign majefty 
and her imperial majefty of Russia i and likewife to (hew you. all 
“ lionour, we'defire you will proceed with the utmoft confidence to our 
“ high court. Given in the month of eedshebel i i6o I 

This new king was too much inclined to peace, to negledt the cul- 
tivation of a good underftanding with his neighbours ; and to be wanting 
in nothing that could be agreeable to Russia, he prepared an embafly 
with a view’to make a defenfive and offenfive alliance with that court 
and alfo a treaty of commerce, which might be beneficial to the fub- 
jcifts of both empires. Emiffaries from the Persian court were adlu- 

ally 

’ Gcncnd. r Thij „ tic copimoo flauermg Rile of tie i-orsia,,. * The 

^ pui^g of JOLT 1747, fent from uescheo. The n«v shau was yet at MESOiSD, and ap- 
point convoys for the embaflador, to Ipip from asteaead to osuabshiriu and 
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a% lent to AsXRACHAii* . The HvsstAi^s pcopeed with gfeat caution 
in theic onental tteaties, and generally divert the Persians in the lafl: 
mentioned city for federal month?, 'before they eondua them to court. 
Under the precarious circumftances of the Persian king, doubtlefi 
many reafons occurred for aftmg with referve. 

The beginning of this year opened a new fcene, not lefs fatal or bloody g 
than any of the preceding. Amor aslm khan, who commanded in ' 
the weftern provinces, and refided at taveis, already gave'indications 
of his defign to revolt. The shah being arrived at ASHREFr,'feht fe- 
veral meffages to him, deCring him to come to court : he feigned va- 
rious pcufes, and at length threw' olf the malk' by killing the couriers 
. whom the king had appointed to conduit him. This event ivas foon 
followed by an aft of hollility, not only in violation of his duty as a 
fubjeft, bntalfo of the laws of juftice ant( hofpitahty. To what extre- 
mities will not a Alfe ambition hurry its votaries 1 This khan, who was 
the exafl: copy of his tutor and late mafter nadir shah, began to be 
' fenfible of the impoflibility of fupporting an army without money j nor 
could he procure any confidecable fupphes from aderbeitzan, shir- 
VAN, or any of the neighbouring provinces where his jurifdiflion readi- 
ed: he therefore refolved.to obtain by robbery, what lie could not pro- 
cure by any appearance of equity He knew that the bngush faflors 
in RESHD were polTelTed of a fum of money, which no doubt was re- 
prefented to him as much larger than it really was, he_ therefore lent 
RiZA KCHjii KHAN with a body of feventeen hundred Afghans, to pil- 
lage thefe unfortunate ftrangers, who bad given him no offence. Thefe 
forces arrived in reshd the twentieth of January. ' The governor, 

AChmed khan, retired to labijam, not being in a capacity to proteft 
-i the city: thus they were left to follow the diftates of their own wild 
. fuggeilions, whilft the villainy of fome of the inhabitants prompted 
them to ihare the plunder, by purchafing the ftolen goods at a very in- 
conliderable price The English faflors took the precaution to retire 
with their money; but their e/Feas became a prey, and were totally 
pillaged, with circumftances that proved the madnef, of the times, and 
‘ ihc 

» See Vol 11. F?se pj: ^ See Vol U page 50 
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1748. ‘he deftruaive confequences ' of civil war. The city of reshd however 
' efcaped being plundered j for it feemed to be the intention of AMUR. AS- 
lan khan, to fupport fome reputation, in hopes of being acknowledged 
in a very (hort time as the fovereign of Persia. 

The news of this incurfion no fooner reached asiireff, than adii. 
SHAH difpatched a body of his troops to reshd. The Afghans, loaded 
with their plunder, were marching back, but were reached no further 
than KESKAR, when achmed khan, at the head of the shah’s troops, 
came up with them, and totaiiy defeated them''. Their fpoil fell into 
the hands of the shah’s froces, who it was but natural to expea, as 
they were fent for the fupport of government, and the fuccour of the 
injured, fliould have made it their chief bufinefs to obtain reftitution ; 
but this was a degree of virtue which they did not even attempt.- 
Amur aslan khan having met with this defeat, refolved to remain 
only on the defenfive j he was already in correfpondency with the 
king’s brother, ibrahim myrZA, and if we may judge from circum- 
ftances, was the chief promoter of the rebellion of this young prince 
againft his brother ; fecretly intending to reap the fruits of that quarrel,' 
in which he hoped to fee them foon involved j fince, by playing ohe 
againft the other, his expcaations were in the higheft degree flattered, 
that he Ihould obtain the diadem himfelf. 

, Adil shah finding that he had a formidable enemy to contend with 
in the weft, fent orders to his brother ibrahim in Isfahan, to come to 
- his fuccour with a large body of forces, defigning as foon as the Ipring 
was a little farther advanced, to march againft Amur aslan khan. 
Ibrahim, who was now only twenty-two years of age, in the vanity of 
his heart, thought it ahfurd, at the head of a numerous body of forces, to 
be any thing lefs than a king: the revolt of^A.yuR aslan khan had, in 
his fond imagination, prepared fo eafy a menns of obtaining the diadem, 
that he had little more to do than to receive it. But in order to bring 
about another revolution, it was neceflary to render his brother’s govern- 
ment odious to the people, at leaft to fecure the inclination of the officers 

.' * and 

‘ Sec Vol It WSS 90, gi ' ‘ •‘'SecVoI 11 papgi - 
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and foldiers under his command. Here again religion Was the plea and 17.3 
the very motive which ought to. have dlfpofed their minds to a grateihl 
fubmillion to the difpenfation of providence, was prohiwted to the pur- 
poles of wild ambition. , 

Ant Kotfii KHAN, from a certain generofity of difpolition, had ever 
lince he was appointed governor of mesched, lliewn a particular re- 
gard to the chriftians : his favourite wife was a Georgian lady of the 
religion of her country, and for whom he had an entire afFedtioii. Being 
now advanced to the regal dignity, he promoted her brother zorab 
KHAN to the office of his treafurer, and commander of his army. The 
SHAU feemed in this to err in judgment, as it had not been lately a prac- 
tice to commit fo high a truft to one born a chri/liah, and who, it 
might be prefumed, llill inclined to that perfualion. This was the pre- 
tended caufe of Ibrahim’s difaffeflion to his brother. ‘ 

The SHAH had foon reafon to fear that the authority which he had 
given to ibhahim mvrza to raife forces, was not employed agreeably 
to his intentions. Under this apprehenfion, he fent his brother-in-law 
ZORAD KHAN to 'ISFAHAN with the ftrongeft afluiances of his affeftion, 
and with promifes to gratify' him in any thing that was reafonable , 
and that he might fee by the dignity of 'the mclienger, in what high 
elleem he held him. It is reafonabie to prefume that the shah was 
fincere, and from thence flattered himfelf into a belief that his brother 
ihkAHIM might be won oyer to a fenfe of duty. ^ If, thefe were not hts 
fentiments, it was highly impolitic to tmft his brother-in-law m the 
pofleflion of his enemy : 'the event proved that thisj young man was noc 
to be brought over by intreaties, forzoKAB khan foon after 'his arrival 
was treacheroufly put to death as he was bathing. ’ 

Ibrahim mvrza having thus thrown off the'malk, wrote to meh- 
a IE KHAN ', one of the shah’s generals, inviting him and the Ibldicrs 
under his command to take part with him againll the king. He could 
not-corrupt this general, but he brought over part of his forces. The- 
' '' 1’ , . . shah 

• Tlus 1! the man who wrote a/ojav’Mojj', whidi has never >et appeared m the world, ner 
[ftjbably aever WiU. » * ’ 
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SHAH finding his fccurity thus endangered, wrote to his brother in very 
afFeaionate and pathetic terms, reprefenting the dreadful calamities of 
civil war, and that his revolt muft neceffarily bring on the total ruin of 
their poor country, already in an expiring condition, with the wounds 
it had received by the cruelty and ambition of their uncle : at the fame 
time he made propofals of a compofition, which might gratify his bro- 
ther’s defire of a Hate in a great meafure independent. Thofe who wiihed 
well to the tranquillity of Persia, flattered themfelves with fome hopes, 
that poflibly the two brothers might, by (haring the fovereignty, unite 
in one common intereft, and by quaflfing AMUR ASLAN khan, reftore the 
kingdom to peace; but that was only a fond prefirmption ; the fame dif- 
pofition which. determined ibramim to revolt, rendered a compromife of 
that kind impradlicable, were fuch union confiftent in the nature of things. 

In the mean while, the minds of the people were diftradled with 
anxiety, concerning the ifTue of a war, which would probably afford 
occafion for frefli competitions, and involve their unhappy country in 
inextricable miferies. No recourfe now remained but that of arms. 
In the month of may, adil shah marched with a great body of 
forces from mazanderan, through a narrow pafs in mount TAURUS, to- 
wards the plains of casbin, where he had appointed his rendezvous, 
Achmed khan, with a ftrong reinforcement from ghilan, was ordered 
to march through the ftreights of that province to meet him. Ibrahim 
MYRZA at the head of his army, had already left Isfahan, and having 
notice of the intended junction of his brother’s armies, made forced 
marches in order to intercept achmed khan, which he accompliflied 
without the lofs of any blood. This unhappy general fell in with the 
enemy’s camp early in the morning, miftaking it for a body of forces 
belonging to the shah his mailer, and was taken prifoner by Ibrahim 
MYRZA. We have already mcnluoned, that achmed khan gave the firfl: 
• check to the arms of amur aslan khan. Ibrahim therefore thought 
he could not make his court mote agreeably to his confederate, than by 
fending this general to be facrificed.-- Amur aslan was too much a 
copy of NADIR, to have any mercy; .and ordered achmed as foon 
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^ he arrived, to be brought to the entrance of his tent, where he grati- i7al 
fied his revenge, by feeing him cut to pieces. , 

Adii. shah advancing towards his rebellious brother, who feigned a 
retreat, was drawn into a fnare. Being attacked in flank by a great body 
of AFGHANS, he was deferted by his army in fo (hameiiil a manner, that 
he loft the day without putting it to the iflue of a battle. He behaved 
with great perfonal valour and intrepidity, killing feveral with his own 
hands ; till at length feeing his forces fcattered, he left the field, and 
retired to t^hiraH. There finding himfelf abandoned, and utterly in- 
capable of coliefling his army, after three days he went to iBRAHtM’s 
camp, and furrendered himfelf 5 the only proof of mercy he received 
from this unnatural brother, was in being fuffered to live a fliort time ; 
but in that interval it was not permitted him to fee his brother, nor 
even to enjoy the light, for his eyes were cut out immediately. 

Thus ended the fliort and unhappy reign of adii. shah. He was a ' 
man of an ealy placid temper, and might in times of lefs corruption have 
made a good king j but ho does not appear to have had a genius equal to 
fo weighty a talk, as the government of fo impious a people. All we can 
fay of him is, that he has been the only prince fince nadir, who has 
been confidered as a foverejgn by any foreign ftate: that he meant to 
fupport his government upon principles the reverie of nadir's ; and, had 
he lived, that he would, to all appeatjuice, have done juftice to thofe 
who fuffered by the villainy of Amur aslan khan. 

‘ Notwitbftanding his fuccels, ibrahim retained the name of MiRZa, 
declining that of sb \h. It is probable he was the more induced to tins 
referve, by the tokens which ajiur asi-an khan immediately gave of a 
defign of ufurping the fovereignty. This khan was turned of fnety years 
of age, and could not but conlidcr ibrahim as a boy by no means en- 
titled to the diadem, compared with himfelf. He was at the head of 
thirty thouCmd men enured to war under the command of nadir, and 
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had acquired a great proficiency in the fcience of arms, as well as poli- 
tical’ititrigue. In the laft he had_ already facceededl by having been one 
great indtument in the defeat of ADii. shah. He was too mucli of the 
genius of his old mailer, to promife Persia that repofe for which flie 
languilhed, but which never could be found by means fo apparently de- 
ftruflive of the end. 

. After retting his troops, and dividing the fpoil taken from his brother; 
IBRAHIJI prepared for a vifit to ASiaR asean khan, and for that 'pur- 
pofe direfted his march towards shirvan. Youthful as he was, he afted 
the politician, preferring the removal of his coihpetitor by attaffination, 
rather than to put his fortune to the iffue of a battle. Art and contri- 
vance not founded in juftice, often betray their own caufe. The crafty 
AMUR ASLAN Was thus taken in the fnare he had laid for others, and fell 
a Cicrifice to his ambition. What became of his army is not faid, wa 
may prefume it was difperfed. ^ ^ 

In the mean while the eaftern parts of the empire being left unawed 
by the prefence of an army, the inhabitants efpoufed the caufe -of’ the 
young SHAHROKK already mentioned ; and he was' declared king, at 
MESCHED. The officers and perfons of-diftimSion in that quai ter were 
the more difpofed to take this ftep, as it gave them an opportunity, under 
the name of a regal authority, to poflefi themfelvcs of the great riches 
which yet remained at K/Elat. In fuch a confufion of affairs, Per- 
sia might be eafily impofed on with regard to the identity of-this per- 
fon : happy were it for that diftraited country, if fuch impofition could 
have rettored it to tranquillity. 

. Ibrahim myrza was now informed concerning his' new adverfiry, 
FluQacd with conqueft, he had extended Ins' liberality beyond the pru- 
dence of a general, or tbe experience of more advanced years. At length 
be found himfelf grown poor and incapable of gratifying the demands of 
his army, which was chiefly compofed of afgha.ns, not difpofed to fol- 
low their leader, without either pay, or prqviCon. There was no pofli- 
bility of ea-aflipg contributions in a country already drained, not of i)3oney 

I A - only, 


Chap.xxxvr, ' AD IL SHAH/' ^ 

only, but of almoft every thing neceffiry to' the fupport of life. Many 
of his foldiers knowing where to find another mailer, who was reputed 
rich, deferted. .What^conftancy could he exped fioni men who had juft 
turned their arms ag,iinft a prince whom they acknowledged a few months 
before as the deliverer of their country from the yoke of infupportabje 
tyranny! Thus circumftanced, ibkahim was induced to haftcn his march 
eaftward, as well to obtain a freih fupply o£ money, as to quaih his enemy. 

' He had not advanced far, when he met with fome partifans of shah- 
KOKH. His van-guard having reached T.ffiHiRAN, were refufed a fupply 
of provifions : iehahim immediately fent e W khan, the general of 
his artillery, with his cannon and a ftrong detachment, to compel the 
inhabitants to a compliance. It appears that emir khan had' no opi- 
nion of his mailer’s caufe, or wk fecretly diflatisfied j in Ihort, he took 
the opportunity to abandon rBRArriM, and join his opponents : for as - 
foon as this prince came under the walls of the town, emir khan turned^ 
the cannon upon him, and fallying out at the fame time, by this unex- 
pefled attack difperfed his 'army. It is probable that ibrahim ended 
his life' upon this occafion, as we hear nothing more of him from that 
time. Thus did Providence bring to confufion this raih youth, who' 
with lefs vanity, and a little more underftanding, might have operated 
with his brother, and inftead of involving his country in mifery, reftored 
it to a profperous condition. 


' Shahrokh shah was now without a competitor. During.thele com- jyy 
motions, the Afghans of kakdabar, or fome other fubjefts in the 
eaftern frontier revolted : shahrokh having formed a conlijerible 
army, marched againft them. What tlie fuccefs of this enterprize was, 
my authorities ate lilent: but in his abftnce from khorasah, appeared 
a fifth competitor. Tliere was an uncle of shah T/EHMas, named su- 
liman, who, during the reign of nadir, having given no marks of 
ambition, and taken the habit of a muloah. lived quiet and unmoleft- 

ed. This man was now dragged to the throne as'it were on purpofe to- 

be flaughtered : his adherents had. prevailed on him to aSame'the dia- - 
dem ; but Ids reign was very fliort, for upon shahrokh’s return he be- 
’ . ^ . • '/T p z - • - - came. 

a * This paruciilar I nc\cr heard tvith any mar.cfi. 
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came a facrifice. It is faid that one ismael then fet up againft shah^ 
KOKH. We have great reafon to believe, that the latter, for fome time, 
promifed fair to maintain himfelf in the throne, till at length he was 
obliged to yield to shah doub. of whofe famjly I have no information. 

Heraclius, a GEonotAN prince, then appeared on the ftage, whofe 
fortune is yet faid to prevail over all competition. This prince’s being a 
chriftian, feems to render his eftablilhment very difficult ; nor is it eafy to 
imagine that the Turks will be idle fpeftators of a chriftian king of per- 
Siv. They have alieady had the fatisfaSion to fee the deepefh humiliation 
of their hereditary enemy. Nadib!, yvho died their fields with blood, 
and whofe very name fo often made them tremble, has, by the confe- 
quences of his tyranny, reduced Persia more eSeilually, than could 
have been performed by any foreign enemy. Though the fword is not 
the juft inftrument of propagating the faith of the true MESSIAH, yet it 
is a circumftance worthy of attention, that, the Georgians are a very I 
brave people, and may. by the countenance of the Russians, be capa- 
ble of cairying greater defigns into execution than the world is at pre- 
fent aware of. 

^ t » M 

Whea we confider the fate of kingdoms^, we ought to obferve, howa 
men are led aftray by, their patEons, againE the light of their own minds. 
How infatuated were the Persians, or how loft to all fenfc of virtue, 
after a feries of bitter calamities, to depofc their true king, when the ex- 
perience of ages had taught them there could be no fecurity under an 
ufurper. But what were they to expert from fuch a king as nadjr 
K ouLi, whofe hands were fo deeply imbrued in blood ? What could be 
cxpedled, but that a man of his genius and principles, bred up to murder 
and rapine from his carlieft life, would bring all tilings into confufion ? 
Yet even in the politer regions of the world^ fuch are the impreflions 
which mankind ordinarily receive from military atchievements, that 
events which ought to draw tears for the diftrelTes of human nature, 
are made the fubjedt of joy and exultation, till a reverfe of fortune gives 
a quick fenfo of the fatal efFcdls of fuch falfe glory. How execrably 
pernicious arc the fond notions of happinefs, arifing from the fuccefs- 

2 ful 
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ful invafion of 'another’s right! Crimes, for which every law, divine lyro, 
and human, condemn a private man to death' become warrantable by ‘ 
the laws of arms. What wifdom and integrity ought to wield the fword, 
which at beft is but the inftrument of divine juftice for the corredUon of 
national crimes and ofiences ! 

It cannot be from the original conftitution of things, that the Almigh^ 
has ordained war as eflential to the well-being of mankind. The ftate 
of nature is a ftate of peace ; but the Ihedding of human blood becomes 
familiar by habit, and a continued courfe of foreign wars prepares the 
minds of a people for every defperate enterprize, of which the worft is 
inteftine broils j and thefe have at length extinguilhed the glory of peu- 
siA. What the fate of that wretched country will be, heaven only knows : 
but this is evident, that the fplendor of their monarchy, all their mo- 
numents of art and labour, with all the induftry of pail ages, are fwal- 
lowed up by the ravages of war. What numbers of their towns, their 
cities, their fruitful plains and delicious mountains, arc become a dreary 
walle, and tlie habitation of wolves 1 

The fate of empires is a fubjedt tlic moil interefting. Reafon and re- 
ligion teach us to implore the almighty dilpofer of events, to fuccour 
mankind in general ; we ought then to fend up our prayers, that his 
mercy may extend to the Persians, and reilore them to a juft fenfe of 
virtue, that their nation may again become great and happy. 
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To Yol. hi. and IV. 

Note, ’Ihe numerals refer to tlx lehmes, and tbifgura to the fttges^ 


A bas the obbat, a cnicl prince, iii 19 
came mto tlie world witli his hands 
bloody, ibid tcd3ance8 of hw cruelty, ibid, 
bad riot a fjropcr educauon, »u 20 orders 
Ills fon to be biinded, ibid builds a mofque 
at Mefched to djfcouwge the Periiirw pJ- 
gnmage to Mecca or hicdixia, iv 2X 
AbAsU one of the beft kings of rheSefics, 
III 20, 31 his '^igrt md death, lu 31 
Abas III an mfantt preferred to his father, 
IV' 73 the fovercignty m the hands of 
Kouit Khan, ibid the young Shah dies, tv 

123 

Adp\i.i-Ah baska, a Tutki(h general, Ca<^ 
bin fuiTcndcred to him, m 24' defeats 
Tahniis’s troops before ArdeviKc, ui 242 

retreats to Cars, iv tao 
AbdAllAh jtoupRoiri gives baulc to fwouU 
Khin »n tlic valley of ArpakaM, iv it9 ^ 
flam witli Diany tnoufandTurks, »v tjo 

AddAllah KOUPRoiri, fon of^coerwlucr 
Kouproli, flam at the battle 
ABDOLLf-ES, apply to Abas king of Pcrfiv foe 
relief asamft the Qulbcg Tartars, iii 25 
a nauon divided mto tribes, m 62 d‘«®W- 
fied wth their fubje£bon to Pcrfia, ibid 
AbdOl AiEiz kHAt, formerly a mule.drivcr, 

jii an commandant of Jiufa, ibid is fent 

bf^rcfFcmbafladof to thcOwmancourf, 
ibid adniiued to an audience of the Oran I 
Vicir, tti 136 his i»nf<ixticc« «ttn 
TurUflt mrnjfla^, m 23^237 ^cshis 
Icate, lu 340 IS tuTcflcd on the ro^ 
by order of tlic Grand Sign-or, ibiJ. 


Aboui. BAKt UHAK, Nadir's emballador to 
Turkey, IV 133 concludes a pcact^ »v ijj. 

Achm£P, Grand Sigmor, dethroned, and fuc- 
cceded by his nepnevr Mahommed, jv 51 

Achmbp ACA, governor ofisfahan, ut raj 
dnves the Afghans from the bridge of Shi- 
rks, ui> 113 makes a faJly to open ^ oaf» 
fsse hr pTOViiioiis,, ill nS is defeated bv 
the treachery of the Valt of Acibu, ibia. 
his condu<nt twjuIVy blamed by Shah HuA 
fem, ibid his death, ui 139 

AcHtf£0, ba/ha ofUagdad, takes po/Tc/Eori 
ofLonflan>tu 231 gitcs the Afghans bat* 
tie. Ill 247. IS defeated, UI 24? nccouatca 
a peace willt the Periians, iv 63, 64 hit 
vigilancr, IV Si, 83 his letter to the Grand 

Signior upon the defeat of die Pcrfians, iv,- 

7^ Ac prepares to fland anodice flege, iv. 
log, I lO his orders from the Ottoman court 
concerning 3 treaty with Kadir Shah, iv. 
ijj*' jy, coiuludl towards the Arabians, iv, 
223 , 223 fufpcGcil of V corrcfpondcncc with 
the Periian kmg, iv 223 his cntical orci^- 
Ibnccs, jy 234- hu part, and gcncrofity, 
ibid the Turks difliuictej at the ^‘^djb'P 
bct'vecn him aivd Nadif, IV 235 cflabhflicu 
by the Oiioman C4.urt in his poi-ernmcnf, 

i> 336 an cmbafladDr Cent tohimb/ Na* 

dir ly 237 

Acii\i£D KH \rt> a Pcrfian general, £i» from 
the lyranny of Nadir to Coidianiioople, iv. 
2 ia diftmnrf, a.'ictv-jrd. »u> d I 

Sycrc- of ll-c 1 orU 'bJ •»>; 

i!y of Afeluiu ichiroinj li *c I'li.r-iti of 
rile Stutlh fiffwa -r Beffj. i- 294 * 
by ftrfiin Mira, ftn to Amoi ,\S.n 
iiun, niodt&ojlhjrii, If 252. 259 


Voi IV. 
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Afchaks, the authors of the cataftrophe in 
”'Periia, m 22 derive their genealo^, m 
23 inhabit mountains near the Moghols 
empire, ibid a colony of this family em 
braces iheMahommedan religion, ibid their 
various fituation by conteft between the 
kmgofPerfia and the Moghol, 111 2^, 26 
a long time fa thfial to the king of Pcrfia, 
in 27 difpofed to revolt, lu 27 cruelly 
ufed by the Perfian troops, HI 28,29 com 
plain of Gurghm Khan, 111 29 the Af 
ghans and Pcrfians treat one another as he 
reucs, 111 35 they revolt, 111 43, 44. no 
miuate a fuccelTor to Mir vais, 111 59 their 
defeat at Kherman, ui 7i their pacific 
difpofitton, ui 88, 96 olitain a great vie 
tory at Gulnabad, in 108 take Farabad 
and Julfa, m 114,118 their barbarities to 
the Armenians, ibid put tlie diftnik of If 
fahan to tlie fword, ui 126 defeat the 
troops going to relieve Isfalun, m 129 
their barbarity to the Perfians, m J43 
afeend the throne of Perfia, ut 145 a new 
colony of Afghans arrive at Isfahan, m 
167 oblige Maghmud to declare AfhrcfiT 
his fuccefibr, 111 205 their confpira^i in fa- 
vour of Afhrcff, m 21 1 totally routed by 
Ttehmas, ui 223 defeated at ftlourtchik 
hor, tv 31 defeated at ShtraA, tv 3S eat 
horfc flem, iv 147 oppofc Nadir’s paflage 
through tlie defiles, IV 200 plunder the Bn 
tiOi faflors, IV 293 arc defeated, iv 294 
Akbar, emperor of India, his charafter fet m 
contr^ With Nadir s, iv 219, ^c tins em- 
peror’s letter to the king of Portugal, ibid 
Alexamier the great, marches mto Alia, 
111 II palTes the Grantcus, ibid obtains a 
vi£lory over the Pcrfians, 111 12 many 
pr nccs fiibmic to him, ibid bis army ui- 
creafes, ibid died c ght years after Ins con- 
qu fijibid hisacquifiuonsdividcd amongthc 
paruicxs of his viifloncs, ibid he and Nadir 
Shah, both made an exj^ition intoIndta,iv 
143 acompanfonofihcircharaiicr<,iv 143, 
144. their ddirc of lame and glory, IV 143 
few countnes that have not h d their Alex- 
anders and Nadirs, iv 144 confounded the 
nil -a of religion and moralit), ibid moral 
itilexions on falfc gloty, iv* i^, 145 the 
meuves oftlcifmvaJingIndi3,iv 1-5 tow 


Jong fince Alexander made his expedition,, 
ibid his coming into India, and fubdumg king 
Poms, iv 162, 163 a companfon between 
Alexander’s and Nadirs reftoring the con- 
quered kingdoms to the Indiaa kings, iv 
194 

Ali KOULi KHANjfon of Ibrahim Khan, Na- 
dirs brother, confidered as fucccflbr to Na 
dir, IV 246 his revolt from Nadir, iv 259 
comes to Mefched on his uncle s death, iv. 
285 clc( 2 ed king of Pcrfia, ibid takes 
the name of Adil Shah, tbid his clemency, 
ibid kills his ncarefi relations, ibid his 
cmclty to his unde s women, iv 206 a- 
bandons himfclf to women and wine, ibid 
fends his brother Ibrahim Myrza for recruits 
at Isfahan, ibid confefles having a fhare in 
the murder of his uncle, ibid his decree 
font to Reflid after his uncle s death, iv 
287 marches to AilirelT, ly 289 culti- 
vates an amity with theTurks and KulTians, 
jv 290 his letter with pacific mftrudbons 
to the Ruffian embafiador, ibid defirous of 
making an alliance with diat court, iv 292. 
his favourite wife of the chnfiian religion, 
iv 293 marches with his troojB agauift 
his brother, iv 298 defeated by his bro 
thtr, iv 207 furrenders himfclf, is put to 
death, ibid his fliort and unhappy reign, 
ibid bis charadlcr, ibid 

Aman OLA dcfc-ls the troops going to the 
relief of Isfahan, in 129 his great cruelty, 
in 153 enters Cafhin, ibid treats the in 
habitants with great rigour, III 157 woun li- 
ed in the mfuiTcdicn at Cafbin, and makes 
bis efcape, lu 138 his pretenfions to a fhare 
of tlie treafure and fovercignty, m 183, 

‘ compromifedjiii i84afirontedbyMa2hmud, 
HI 21 1 put to death by order of Ailircf^ 
111 218 

Amur ASLAN khav acquamts Shah Txh- 
mas of Afhrcff s defign to fcizc his perfbn, 
111 224 fi.vc 3 himfclf by flight, in 225 acr 
koovvlcdgcs the fincrugnty of Adil Shah,iv 
290 an oTiccr of great experience, ibid a 
favourite and copy of Nadir, iv 290,293 
revolts from Adil Shah, iv.. 293 fends 3 
body of ARhans to pillage the Englifii fac- 
tors m Rcibd, IV 203 promotes ilic rebel- 
lion of Ib ahinj Mjrza, ibiJ cxpcfls ihc 
diadcco. 
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diadem hmifelf, ibid cut off by Ibrahim 
Myrza, iv 298 , 

Arabia, Vali of, his condudl at the batile of 
Gidmbad, lu jo6, 107, J08 his /peccb it 
the Divan after that battle, m m made 
governor of Isfahan, 111 112 his treachery, 
m 117, 125, 124, 125, 131 his artifices 
and evafions, 111 137 condemned by Magh- 
mud to perpetual impnfonment, m 151 
Arabians, rebel againff the Perfian govern- 
ment, iv i8r two tribes revolt from the 
Turks, IV 232 aie defeated by Suliman, 
ibid turbulait and inconftant, ibid pover- 
ty die heft cjtpcdient to fceep them humble, 

Armenia, the adventures of the pretended 
fucccflor to that kingdom, 111 40 great part 
of this country brought under thcTurLifli 
joke, lu 195 '• 

Armenian patriarch, Nadir’s extraordinary 
condudl towards him, iv 216 
Armenians, a colony fettled at Julfa, m 
1x5 m a thriving condition, ibid diffruil- 
ed by the Perfians, lit 1x7 taxed by Magh- 
mudjiu 165 heads of three of them cut 
ibid badly ufed by Txhmas Shah, m 191 
pnefis read the red gofpel over Maehmud 
m X09 gam viilory over the Turks, in 
252 diflic^d by Nadirs- taxes, kaie iheir 
habitations, iv 230 

Arnaud, of MarJcilles, ranfoms Topal Of 
manfromfiaver), iv io2 vifits Odnaii, then 
the gran 1* vix r, iv ruj 
Arsacbs fucceeds Ins father Darius, in 10 
takes the name of Artaxerxes IX ibid from 
his great memory called Mnemon, ibid in 
ins reign the ftimous retreat of Xenophon, 
ibid hediesyibid. 

Arses, adianccd to die throne by Bagoas, in 
j j alLCSnatcd ibid 

Arsites difputcsthe crown avith Darius, 111 
10 gamstuo\i£toncs,ibid Ins foldiers cor- 
rupted, he is put to death, ibid 
Artaxerxe?, the fon of Xcixcs, afeends the 
throne, in 8 , « 

ARTfiaiisiUM, the Grecians obtain a viiloiy 
o%cr the Pcrfians at fca, «n 7 ^ 

AsiiREi F, his father deprived of his life ana 
throne by Haghmud, m 13+ behaves wih 
prudence and \alour, ibid is condemned by 
Maghmud, in. 135 ^ acquitted, 111 135, 
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136 quits the army, in 148 returns fron^ 
Kandahar much beloved. Ill 205 chofcnful- 
tanof Perfia, 111 211 his charai^er, ui aic 
esufes the guards and confidents of Magh- 
mudtobcputtodcaih, ill 215 his artful 
behaviour to Shah Huflem, 111 217 pumflnss 
the confpintors who placed him on the 
throne, in 2x8 his cruelty to his brother, 
111 22X endeavours to render himfelf popu- 
lar by the mildnefs of his admiruftration, 
ibid and to have bis fovcrcignty acknoiv - 
lodged m Kindahar, m 222 forms a dc- 
fign of fcizing Shah Tahmas, jbid take* 
Koom, 111 225 malBcrcs the PcrlTan fords 
who had djfdofed Jiisdcfigns updn Tadimai, 
m 226 terrified Ly the Ottoman arms, 
fends an embalTador to the Port, in 235 
Ibftifies Isfahan, 111 244. marches an amiy 
to meet Achracd Ba/ha, iii 245 his fimta- 
gem to avoid a battle vvitli tlic Turks, m 
246 gams a viiflory over the Turks, ui 
248 nis artful behaviour to tlicm in 250 
hts prudent admunilration, 111 253 con 
eludes a treaty of peace with the port, in 
254 /ends an embaJJhJor to Confiananople, 

IV 25 marches to Damgoon, and is de 
fcated, tv 28, 29 retreats to lifaiian, and 
mcamps at Mourtchakhor, iv 29 defeated 
at that place, >v 31 murders Shah Xluncui, 
and flics from Isfalian, iv 32 n relics to 
Shirals, IV 37 IS defeated there, n 38 his 
ilighr,difircts,anddeath,iy 39,40 ufurpation 

v'-.vul“4 

Assyri w empire, the firll monarchy, in r 

AsrABATjthc Turks defert the Pertians here, 

IV 42 

Astrabvd, rebellion in thu province, n 
244- Mahommed Hafian cho'en for their 
leader, ibid t..kc:> the cap tal, fcizcs Nadir’s 
trcafuic, and plunders the Briufb caravan, 

IV 24s defeated by the Sha.hs troops, ibid 
the province ruined by this rcbdboii, ibid 
the amount of the lofs by the plunder of the 
Briufii caravan paid by Nad r s order to the 
/adtorY, ibid. 

Athemat DDUtET, pnmc cmuilc', co"fin 
ed, and his e)cs pul out, 111 73 -rue ^.s ct* 
accuftOan agatnP him, lu, 75 anfuer 
and defence, in 70, bis utaui and c.ia- 
r.i< 3 er. III 82, Ac. * 


AvARinr, 
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A\ ARICE, Its effcas, iv. 233. an mftance of 
It «i the Turkifli Baflias, »v. 253. 

B. 

Babulu khan, governor of Khorafan, re- 
ceives Nadir in the ftation of a gentlcman- 
ufher, IV 5. neglefts Nadir, iv. 7. difgraces 
him, IV 8. 

Babylon revolts from the king of Perfia, in 
5 IS befieged, and taken by a ftratagem of 
Zopyrus, ibid 

Bactiarians, their country invaded by the 
Turks, m 231 a divifion between the Bac- 
tiarians andLorians,ui 231 fpintofdiflen- 
fion brings on the difgrace of both nations, 
ibid the Ba&arians and Balouchees revolt 
from Nadir, iv 239, 240. 

Bagdat, Its fituation on the Tigris, iv 78. 
jts antK^ity, fortification, and inhabitants, 
IV 79, 00 befiegcd by KouUKhan, iv 81. 
a great Turkiftx army alTemblc here uv 
fiance igainft Nadir, iv. 131 
Bacoas kills OchUs, king of Perfta, 111 11. 
places Arfc^ on the throne, ibid caufes him 
and his family to be afTilllnated, ibid ^ 1$ 
compelled to drmk the poifon he had pre- 
pared for the kmg Darius Codomanus, ibid. 
Bassora, under alarm from tlic Arabs, iv. 
222 threatened avith a fiege from the Per- 
Bans, IV 223 the fv-elhng of the Euphra- 
tes occafions an inundation and an epide- 
mical difordcr, iv 253. befiegcd by the 
Pcifians, IV. 237 plunder, daughter, and 
other confcqucnccs, ibid. 

Bender abassi, the Afghans rcpulfed, 111. 
189. 

Bengal, the Vakeel, his farcafni, iv. 186. 

kills himfclf and family with poifon, ibid. 
Ben-isfahan, the gallant behaviour of its 
mhabitaots, lu 189 defeat the Afghans, m 
167 furreoders by capitulation, m j66, 

C, 

Caeul, befiegcd by Nadir, iv 151. taken 
by Bonn, ibid puts Nadir in poilefEon of 
&.cat trcafurc, iv. 152. the key of the 
northern pans of India, i\ 155 
Cambyses fuids CjTus to Cvaxarcs, 
m 2. 
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Cambvses, fon of Cyrus, afeends the throne 
of Perfia, 111. 3 fubdues the Egyptians, ibid, 
invades EJhiopU, lu. 4. his troops deftroy- 
ed by famine, ibid caufes his brother 
Smerdis to be murdered, ibid deftrovs 
Thebes, ibid, caufes his fifter Meroe to be 
murdered, 111. 4. his great cruelty, ibid, 
many of his great officeiB buried alive, 
\bui. (boots hvs cup-bearer through the 
heart, ibid, an impoftor ufurps his crown, 
ibid, dies of an accidental wound by his 
own fword, iii 5 fuppofed to be Aha- 
fuerus mentioned m fenpture, ibid. 

Cara achmed, made general of the Tur- 
kiih army, iv. 120. 

Cars, the Turks, defeated by the Perfians, 
IV. 253 

Casein, ceded to Aman Ola, iii. 153. it 
furrenders to him, ibid, the inhabitants 
drive away the Afghans, m. 157. furrenders 
to the Turkifli general, ui 241. declares for 
Aflitcff, m. 244. 

Gasman, furrendered to Zcberdeil Klian, iit. 
184 

Chantrou, Nadir’s paflage obftrufled for 
want of a bridge, iv. 200 
CiMON, his fuccefs againfl the Perfians, 111. 
8 carries the plunder to Athens, ibid, com- 
pels die Perfians to accept of peace, 111 9 
Clici, a tribe of the Afghans, almofl dc- 
ftroyed by Mahommed in. 23. 

CoHKJLAN, Khan of, m full njirch to relieve 
Isfahan, iii 132. is attacked by the Af- 
ghans, ibid returns to his province, ibid. 
Maghmud lofcs a great part of his army m 
attempting to reduce this province, in. 190 
Constantinople, great rejoiangs on the 
viflory of the Turks over the Perfians, 111. 
^ * 97 - 

Cr ASUS, taken pnfoncr by Cyrus, iii 2 re- 
flored to his throne, ibid. 

Cyrus the great, the Perfian empire found- 
ed by him, m. j his defeent, 111 2. gains a 
viiiory over the Babylonians, ibid, a iecond 
time victorious, ibid, takes Sardis, and makes 
Crafus king of L)dta pnfoncr, ibid, fub- 
dues the Lcfler Afia, and other countries, 
ibid, puts Balfliazar and his courtiers to the 
fword, ibid, fulfils the prophefy of Daniel, 
ibid is the folc monarch of ilic empire of 
Perfia, ui. 3. publiflics an cdi.^ for the 
buildmg 
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bmlifing the temple of Jerufaicni, »l>ul his 
charafler and dead), ibid 

Cyrus, Danus's Jon, his father haves him 
thc^domiijions of the LeJTcr Afia, iii lo 

D 

D-^ojstaN, the RuiUan general arrive* here, 

IV 226 the Lcfgecs apjiJy to him, ilid 
Nadir meets v/itli a xepulfc licrc, iv 236, 
238 

Daiigoon, the Afghani defeated here hy tlvc 
Pcrfians, iv 30 

D \Rius, Ton of Hyftifpes, clc£lcd kii^, iii 
5 marries two of tlve daughters of Cyrus, 
ibid orders the temple of Jcrufalcm to be 
built, ifaid requires the Jcwifh pnefts to 
pray for him, ibid takes Babylon, ibij 
esujes 3000 citizens to bcnnpalcd, and dieir 
walls to be dcmolifhed, iij 6 invades 
Scythia, ni 6 retreats, ibid invides In 
dia, and fubdues the lomans, ibid fends 
Mardoiuus againil tlic Athenians, ibid in 
vadcs Greece, and becomes maftcr of the 
idands in tlie .^ccan Tea, ibid hsdeath»iif 7 

Darius furnamed Codomanus, kmc of Per 
fia, ni II compels Bazoos to drink tlie 
poilbn he had prepared tor him, tbtd an 
accomphfhed pnnee, ibid ^ the Grecians 
unite agjinft huii, ibid marches lo meet 
Alexander, in I2 defeated, md bis wife, 
mother and children made prifoners, ibid 

DrHLiE, the Indian arm} pitch their tents m 
this neighbourhood, IV 158 the caftlc and 
aty m Nadirs hands, iv 172 a mob kills 
Perfian horfcnien, IV 176 maJiacre m this 
city, IV 176 

Dcrbend, clie rnliab rants ihlFcz by famine, 

IV 226 Nadir matclies from hence to 
Altman, IV 236 the Lefgscs alarm the 
gamfon, ly 241 and diftrefs the oty, iv 
242 

Devran khak, prime miniftcr of India, en- 
mity between luin and Nizam Al Mulucfc, 

IV 140 they coainnnd the Indian annj, 

IV 158 he IS wounded ami dies, iv 166, 


Elephasts, at the head of the Indian army, 
IV 166 tlic ftratagem ufed by Nadir to op- 
pofc thefc anuiub, ibid 
VoL IV. 
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Emir heiise, comes to the throne of Perfia, 
ni 17 murdered by the contrivance of his 
brother, ibid 

Emjr khan, general of Ibrahims artillery, 
joins his opponents, iv 299 turns the can 
non upon him at Tashiram, and difperfes 
his army, ibiJ 

Erctriv, deflroycd by Danus, m 6 
ERIVA^, Che cap Cal of Armenia, befieged 
by tlic Turks, 111 192,193 furrenders by 
Capitulation, lu 19^ taken by Konli Khan, 
vv I2X Agreatbattlefought near jt between 
the Perfians and Turks, n 252 the latter 
defeated, ibid 

Erzeroum, the Turks ihrmcd at Nadrs 
demands, aJlemblc an army n'ar this place, 
u 230 

Ethiopians, invaded by Cambjhes, ui 4. 
Evangelists, Nadir orders a cranflacion to 
1 c made into Periic, iv 217 
European traders, at Isfahan, heavy contri- 
butions laid upon them by Maghmud, iji 
164 

Ezadallah, kills his father, and u acknow 
ledgcd chief of the tnbe, tit 62 defeats 
the Periian army, and takes Kerac, ibid 
obtauw a great vuSory over the Pcrilans,ui 
66 

E 

False glory, reflexions on its bad confc 
quences, iv 266 

Farasad, a country palace near Isfahan, m 
1 14 a defcription of it, ibid the Afg- 
hans L ke pofletTon of it, ibid 

Fendoun, kh \n of the Kouni , commands 
ShahTxbmass troops, in 271 bis cru- 
el^, ibid defeated by the Afghan*, ibid 

G 

Galitzen kkez, Ruilian embiflador, a let- 
ter from KoiihJa to him, on Ad 1 Shah s ac- 
ceffion to the throne, iv ago 

Georgxars, the r famous rc j'eat from K.an 
dahar, iii 49,50 no aflUbnee given by 
them to Shah Huflcin, 1 1 i 33 
have a view to Georgia, ui 175 it is 
brougitt unJ r tbeir dominion, in 1 / 8 
courage of i woman o^ this counttj, ii 
186 defcei dents of the anc nt Ibcna; , 

IV ri3 a de/trpton of d e-a, n 113, 

Rt ”4- 
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I14. rcfufe fending the fons of their nobi- 
lity to Nadir’s camp, iv. 158. a bra'C 

people, and capable of greatdefigns, iv 300 

Ghie^j Its fituauon, m 165, 166 befteged 
and taken, III 166. of great fcrvice to the 
Afghans, ibid 

Ghilan, fubdued by Peter the Great, at 
iy8 this and odier towTis on the Cafpian 
jiclded to the Czar by treatyj 181 at 

Ghulpaigan, a town attached to Tahmas, 

HI 170 befiegcd by Maghmud, ibid ob- 
liged to fubmit to him, 111 17a 

Grecians obtain a vifloryovcr thePerfian 
fleet, m 7 

Gurghin-uhan, pnnee of Georgia, his 
chara<2er, m ay, 28 made go ernor of 
Kandahar, and opprefics that province, iii 
a8 fends Mir-vais to Isfahan, at 30 his 
conduit on the return of Ma-v ais, ai 42 
demands the daughter of Mir-vais, m 43 
Mir-\ais cams his confidence, ui 45 inaf- 
facred with all his retinue, 11! 47 
Gulnaoad, an account of the battle be- 
twixt the Pcrfians and Afghans, ai 106. 
the Vail of Arabia’s conduct cenfured, ai 
107, icB the ciufc of the fuccefs of the 
Afghans, lu tc8. 

H 

II\madas, bcficgcd by the Turks, at 196. 
a tre..ty of peace concluded here between 
the Turks and Afghan-, m 254 taken by 
KouU Khnn, IV 41 a baitlc here, where- 
in the T ur*^ are vidlonous over the Pcrfi- 
ans, iv 43 this town again m the hands of 
the Turk-, ibid 

Hervclius, 1 Georgian p nice, prc\a Is in 
Ptrfu, 1 3C0 improbability of cflabhOi- 

ing him as king, ibid • 

HrRAT, irdcpcnd'nt of Pcifn, ti! 63 go- 
\cri cd by Lz-dalbh, ibid 
UusstiN, king of Perfa, his chan^Xvr, m 
30 will ng to quit oil pfctcnfiom to Kan- 
dahar, 1 1 58 prc|wc5 to uC-ck the Ab- 
doHecs «nd Oultcgs, m 64 pref Ics at the 
Di an, -ttic trial of the y\thcmit Daulct, 
1 1 7) com nctd of the iniocci cc of thu 
irm 'ti.r, yet y jdoi s lit- acceft-, m 24 
ir^i s a pt.ce to the Uf. vj, it 87 »r- 

n •.! tf tie luikilli cni^i-Ciuor, ti Pg 
fuvs 2,1 cnib JuJor to Conli-nuropL, m. 
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92 frightened by t arious prefages, returns 
to Isfahan, m 92 calls a council after the 
battle of Gulnabad, m iio reje£ls tlic 
propofals fent by Maghmud, 111 124. beha- 
viour during the fie^e of Isfahan, iH 137 
infatuated by the artifice of the Vali of A- 
rabn, m 138 Jus defigneJ negotiation 
rcfWM by Maglimud, at 140 rcligns the 
empire to the conqueror, lu 144 the ce- 
remony of^his abdication, 111 145 re- 
duced to the number of five women, iii 152. 
ratifies his abdication, ibid the bloody mur- 
der of his children by Maghmud, 111 207. 
hiS numcret^s offspring and unbounded \q- 
luptuoufiicfs, 111 208 gi ICS an abdication to 
Aihreff, 111 217 murdered by him, tv 32. 
Hussein khan, brother of Maghmud, com- 
mands at Kandahar, tv 147 the town is 
blockaded by Nadir, IV 149 offers to ac- 
knowledge Nadir’s fov crcignty, ibid is con- 
firmed m his goicmmcnt, tv. 1148 

L 

Ibrahim basha, grand ttzir, put to death, 
IV 48 leaves immcnfe nehes, tv 48 his 
body dragged at a horfe’s tail, tv 49 
loRMJiM KHAN, Nadirs brother, engages 
the Lcfgccs and is killed, tv 148 
IcRAHtxt xiiR7\, fent by his brother Adil 
Shah to Isfahan to ratfe recruits, iv 287. 
revolts, tv 294,295,296 defeats hts bro- 
ther, and puts him to death, tv 297. in 
diluculucs for want of money and provifions, 
IV 298 fends Emir Khan to Tahiran, 
whojoins Ibrahim’s opponents, IV 199 his 
army difpcrfcd and himfclf cutoff, iv 299 
Jews return to their owai country, in 3 
lajAXT, or Jic~J of the AlahonnicJair, the 
Grand Signior the only one, ui 238 que- 
ries to tlie Mufti conu.rning it, in 239 an- 
fwera of ilicMufu, UI 239, 240 
I »ijj \N of Cabul, his prudence and great ge- 
nius, ill 2x9 ufed in a refpeftfuf manner 
by Majjhmud, ibid hu cihtc confifeated 
byADirc^f, ibul 

India, neafuits taken by that court to op- 
pofe the i’erfun array, iv 153 difcord a- 
mong tl c Inh n cnicfs, iv 154 il c pomp 
ard number of die ItJian .^rniy, iv 158. 
It incamps m U c plaim of Kanul, iv. 159. 
dcfvatcd by Naiir, ly. 167, die lofs of the 
IllJoUH* 
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Indians, iv 167 diftrefs of their camp, iv 
167, i68 number flam by the Perhans m 
marauding, iv 172 the oarbarous treat- 
ment of tlic Indians by the Perftans m 
coUciting the contributions, iv 187 the 
treafure amalTcd on this occafion, nr 188 
\alue of the damage done by Nadir to 
the Indians, iv. 197, 198 InUian and Ar- 
menian merchants oumt alive by Nadir, tv, 
258 ♦ 

Indus, the moft confidcrable rncr mAfia, 
except the Ganges, iv 161 its couife of 
great extent, ibid 

loNfAws, fubJu^ by Danus, iv 6 
Isfahan, flatc of it after the battle of Gul- 
nabad, lu i z 1 the fituation and extent of 
this aty, 111 121 Its ntcr and bridges, ibid 
Its magnificence, and great number of in- 
habitants, lu 222 fuffers by famine, tii 137, 
139 great defcrtionjiu 139 its dreadful cir- 
cumflanccs by fmmie, iii 142 the people 
cat human flcfli, 111 143 furrendcr of the 
city, 111 145 barbarities of the Afghans, 
- Ill 159, 160, 161, 162 a new colony of 
Afghans arn e from Kandahar, 111 167 
retaken by the Perilan army, iv 33 cruel- 
ties committed here by Nadir, i 258 
Ismael poflcircs the Perfian throne, iii 15 
one of the greateft kings of the cafl, ibid 
Ismael II comes to the crown of Perfia, lu 
16 fliut up m prifoii, ibid puts his brother 
to death, ibid dies by poifon, in 17 
Ismael III poflefles the crown of Perfi 3 » «• 

18 his throat cut by a barber, ibid 
Ismael dec, fent embafiador to Ruffin, 111 
180 concludes a treaty, m 181 the par- 
ticulars of that tre-^, ibid * 

ISPIRI ZADE, the Grand Signiors chaplain, 
his char-idler, iv 50 aflifls the rebels in the 
confpjracy, ibid 

JutfA, t'-ken by the Afginns, ui I14 when 
built and inhabited, 111 115 

IC 

KiELAT, the great repofitory of treafure fur 
• rendered to Add Shah, i; 286 
Kandahar, that province fubmits to Akbar, 

HI 25 recovered b^ Shah Abas, ibd falls 
Bcani into the hands of the Indians, ibid a 



Kerkoud, the Turks defeat Kouli Khan 
here, iv 86, 87 

KHAtfi£LEi L.HAN, a relation of Nadir 
Shah, the mutual confidence between hun 
and the governor of Fariiffan, iv 240 
Kherman, Nadir’s great barbarities here, 
IV 259 

KiiiLVA and Bokhan tiken by Nadir, tv, 
2 C?6 he cakes from tlience many djoufand 
Pcrfians and Ouftegs, IV 207 
Khorasan, once favoured by Nadir, n 258 
m fltc fame mifcry as other parts of Perfia, 
IV 258 

Khosrofp KHAN, feiit againft the Afghans, 
ill 53 obtains a viftory over tlicm, 111 54 
lays-fiege to Kandahar, m 55, 56 his de- 
feat and dcathy in 56 his hiftory and cha 
n<£lcr, ibid 

Khudavar khan, governor of Pekier, re- 
fufes to acknowledge Nadir’s fovereignty, 
iv 202 capitulates, and gives iip his nehes, 
IV 204 

Kislar, fubjedl to the Ruffians, iv 226 
built on the Perfian terntones, ibid the 
Ruffians order troops hither, ibid 
KooM, bhah Hufilin s children buried here, 

III 218 furrenders to AlbrcfF by capitula- 
tion, lu 225 

Koular AGASSI, named Almas, endeavours 
to five htmfelf by flight, m 216 is over- 
taken, and put to the rack, ibid he fla}3 
his Wife, and ftabs himfclf, ibid his charac- 
ter, ibid t 

Koulifa, embafiador m Ruffia, his letter to 
Knez Galitzen, the Ruffian embafiador, iv 
290 

Kourds, 1 reftleft people, in 63 commit 
robbencs under the wjdU of Isfahan, ill 63 
Kummer o'din khan, the Indian vizir, 
treated wifli feventy, IV 186 obliged to pay 
-i great contribution, ibid his fccretary poi- 
fom hunfelf, ibid remarkable flory of hu. 
Ton, IV 190, 191 


Lahoi, 
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Xahor, a fertile province m India, iv l6i 
the town of Labor taken by Nadir, iv 162 
h- refrefces his army, iv 163 its contn 
button to Nadir, IV 199 

Xar, the capital of Lanfran, takai and plun 
deced, lu 189 

Leilam, the two battles here between the 
Pcrfians and Turks, iv 97, 98 

Leonidas, king of Sparta, defends the ftrait 
at Thermopjl®, ibid 

Lesgees, a ftout, hardy people, iv 224 put 
Nadirs army m confufion, ibid attack his 
tent, and take away fomc of his treafure and 
women, ibid make great havock among 
the Periians, afterwards repulfed, iv 225 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv 226 
the number of their troops, iv 217 obhgp 
Nad r to return, into Perfia, iv 227, 220 
feud two cmbalTadors to Conftantinople, iv 
249 offer to fen c as the Swifs ferve the 
French, iv 250 Sec Tartars 
Loristan, Vail of, his condu£l at the bat 
tic of Gulnabad, lu 107 is declared gqie- 
raliffimo by Shah Hultein, m 113 his 
love to Ins countr), m 128 makes an m 
Cl rfion into the territory of Qagdat, m 232 
his two daughters attend hun in this expc-> 
dition ibid 

Lutf ALi } HAN, the Perfian gcneril, beats 
;he rebels, 111 71 la^s contributions on the 
inhabitants of khemian, ibid fent pnfoncr 
to Court, and his army difpcrfcd, m 72 bis 
domcHic cnem cs cabal ^gainff him, lu 73 
rcfolvcs to fcr\ c Fshmas, ut 170 barba- 
rouily murdered, lu 173 

M 

MaCos, taken by furpnfe, lu 172 
Maharp \ttas, make ircufions into the 
Mo^jlols dominions, n 139 
Mahommed Shah, ilic great luoghol -it the 
hc-J of li s arm), m perfon, » 158 dc 
fnicd b) tlic Pcrfujis, iv 167 gives power 
to treat wiib the Pcriian mon rch, » 168 
h Vinter lew with Nadir, i\ 1 0,171 1 .s 

trca.ure nd m 1 1 j-j chcit b ou^t to Na 
^ ' clivers I i n If .md hi cFciU 

mX>,i/ 172 be marches frc*n 
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Karnal, iv 173 enters the city of Dchhe, 
IV 174 receives prefents from Nadir, iv 
191 his cefllon to Nadir of all the country 
on the weft of the Indus, iv 192, &c ad- 
vice given by Nadir to the Moghol, iv 195 
Mahommed, founder of the dynafty of the 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, m 23 defeat 
cd by them, m 24 are almoft extirpated by 
him, 1 1 24 

Mahommed, nephew of Achmed, declared 
fiitan ofTurl ey, iv 51 his behaviour to 
Patrona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid 
Mahommed basha, geneial of the Turkifh 
army, advances to Cars, iv 251 joins Ab 
dallah Kouproh, ibid inarches toErnan, 
ibid defeated by the Perfians, iv 252 
flam in a fccond engagement, iv 253 
Mahommed forrukusir, the great Mog- 
bol, his mmiftcrs acquire an unlimited au 
thonty, 111 68 they fcizc his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid 
Mahommed hassan, hends the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv 244* 

Mahommed khan balouche declares for 
Tadimas Shah at Shirafs, iv izo defeated 
by Kouli khan, IV 111 hangs himfelf, ibid. 
Mahommed IvHoda bekde, accepts of the 
crown of Perfia, lu 17 puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid his character and 
reign, ibid 

Mahommed xouli khan, attacked by the 
Turks in palling a river, m 197 
Mahommed zamon khan, governor of the 
Abdollecs, ill 62 routed at blerar, ibid 
Mahommed AN s, two fefts among them, 111 
35 ihcir dilTcrcnt tenets, ibid 
Marathon, the Perfwis defeated in that 
battle, 111 6 

Mardonius, fent by Darius againft the A- 
thenians, 111 6 retreats over the Hellcf- 
pont, ibid IS killed in the battle of PJatcir, 
111 8 

Mascots, take pofieffion of Bahiram, 111 
68 attack the Portuguefc fleet, ibiJ 
Mecca and Medina, m the former Mahom- 
med was born, and m the latter buried, m 
238 

Mecabisos, makes the Macedonians tribu- 
tary to Perfia, 111 6 

Melock machmud, governor of Segeftan, 
marches to the relief ot Isfahan, lu 1^0 is 
corrupted by prefents, ui 141 concludes a 
irc^t). 
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treaty, and makes hmifelf matter of Khora- 
fin, ibid, 

_ Merge, murdered by order of her brotlier 
Camb)’fes, iii 4. 

AIescat, ilie Imam depofed, flies his 
family and treafure, iv 229 the Pcrfians 
enter this ) city, ibid arc furpnzed by the 
Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid, the Alef- 
cats vi£tonous at fea, ibid f 
AIesched, Shah Taehmas, enters in triumph, 

IV 19 his devotion in tins city, iv 20 
great barbarities committed here by Nair, 
iv 259, 260 

AIilitary exploits, reflexions on theirvajiity, 

IV 212, £wc the conrequcnccs of fuch ex- 
ploits, IV 238 

AltETi AGES, dcfcM die Per/ians in the batde 
of Alarathon, lu 6 

Mim BASKt, a certain perfon, his tt.iU in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv 277 
made a Khan, ibid Nadir’s way of trying 
his Mrtue, ibid lus pretence for ttrangting 
the Khan, ibid actacLs the Shah with a 
fabre, i\ 278 

Mir-ab DAttAH, brother to Mir vais, fuc- 
cccds to the government of the Afghans, 

111 59 defigns to fubjeiS Kandahar to Per- 
fia, 111 60 

AIir-Machmud, Mir-vaiss fon, murders 
his uncle, and is chofen king of Kandahar, 

111 6r enters Khcrman With his army, iii 
yt IS dsfcitsd hy IajI/ Ah Kbsn, ibid 
raifcs an army, 111 97 maxches to Kher- 
man, and takes that aty, lu 98 lays Cegc 
to YezJ, but IS obliged to retire, la 100 
arrives at Gulnabad,m 101,102 defeats the 
Pcrfians there, in 108 incampsatChecreftan, 

111 114 attacks Isfahan, Ml 122,123 rc- 
pulfed at tlie bridge of ShiraTs, in 123 fends 
propofals of peace, ui 124, 125 pillages 
the dillridb of Isfahan, ui 125,126 his an- 
fvtertothe propofal of a negotiation, 111 
140 the empire of Perfia refigned to him, 
ill 144 receives the diadem, and takes 
poiTeffion of Isfahan, lu 145, 146 his ce- 
jemony of proccOIon on afcenduig tlic 
tlirone, iiu 148, 149 receives homaje feom 
Shall Hufiein, and the grandees of Perfia, 
ibid regulates tlie enu policy, ui 150. 
confirms the Pcrfians in their employments, 
ibid punilhes thofc who had beenudfuih 

ful to Shah Hufiein, lu I 5 i« his beliaviour 
VOL IV 


after the inJiabitants of Cafbin revolt, m 
158 murders the Perfian lords and th-ir 
children, iii 159, 160, i6r more maflaercs 
and barbarities committed by him, 111 161. 
takes Ghulpaigan, m 160, 172 hCes a 
great part of his armj in Cohkilan, m 190 
raifcs new troops, and bcfieg»s Vezd, m 
203 is obliged to raife the fiege, m 204. 
jealous of AthrefF, m 205 undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, in 206 murders Huf- 
fein’s cJiildren, ui 207 fills info a delirium 
the Armenian pnefis read the gofpel oter 
hiin, lu 208, 2og his frightful condition, 
111 209 his miferablc deatli and charafler, 
III 212, &c 
Mir VAIS, his power among the Afghans, 
III izg Jus charaitter, ibid fent to Isfahan, 
ni 30 the ftate of Perfia when he came W 
court. 111 33 his intrigues, lu 33, 34 he 
oes to Mecca, in 35 propoJes political 
oubts to the Mullahs, in 30 returns to 
Isfahan, ibid his arts to alarm the court, lu. 
27 > 38 rajfes a fiifpicion agamft Gurghni 
Khnn, is fent back to his own country, lu. 
41, 42 engages tlie Afghans to rciolt, in 
^ mafiacres Gurghin Khan, takes polTe^ 
non of Kandahar, lu 47 deputies fent to 
hun from the Perfian court, 111 5r, 52 de- 
feats the Khans of Herat and Tavns, iiu 
53 the proa mce of Kandahar intircly re- 
duced, 111. 57 bis deatli and character, ui. 

Mochol, the flate of his dominions before 
Naders expedition into India, iv 138, Ac. 

Sec MaHOMMED SHAlf 

Mosul, befiged by tlie Pcrfians, iv, 139 they 
raife the fiege, loid 

Mourtchakhor, the Afghans defeated fay 
die Perfians here, iv 31 

Mullah bashi, high pneft m Perfia, his 
f^eech at the election of Koufi Khan as king, 
iv 126 IS put to dcvdi, IV 127 

Muktisiks, a tribe of Arabians, tiirow ofF 
the Turkitti yoke, IV 221 their chamber, 

IV 221, 222 

AIustatha effendi, the Grand Sigmor’s 
embafiador, conrkdes the peace vvito Na- 
dir, IV 256 the conditions of the | eacc, 
ibid the pompous tides alFuincd by ihcfe 
two potentates, ibid 

Must Ai HA kiian, and Cofilm Khan, of a 
\utuoHs cnaracler, favoured byN-dr, iv 

S Ih 2;6, 
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'Labor, a fcrble province m India, iv i6r 
the town of Labor taken by Nadir, iv 162 
h- refreflies his army, iv 163 its contri- 
buuoii to Nadir, iv xgg 

Xar, the capital of Lariftan, taken and plun- 
dered, lu iSg 

Leilam, the two battles here between die 
Perfians and Turks, iv 97, 98 

Leonidas, king of Sparta, defends the fliait 
at Thermopyla:, ibid 

Lescees, a flout, hardy people, iv 224 put 
Nadirs army in confufion, ibid attack his 
tent, and take away fomc of his treafure and 
women, ibid make great havock among 
die Perfians, afterwards repulfcd, iv 225 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv 226 
the number of their troops, iv 227 oblige 
Nadir to return into Perfia, iv 227, 228 
fend two embafiadors to Conflanunoplc, iv 
249 offer to ferve as the SiviL fene the 
French, iv 250 See Tartars 
Lorxstan, V^t of, Ins condu^ at the bat- 
tle of Gulnabad, m 107 is declared gene- 
raliffimo b) Shah Hu/lein, lu 113 his 
love to Ins countT), III 128 nukes an m- 
curfion into die territory of Bagdat, m 232 
his two daughters attend him in this expe- 
dition ibid 

Lutf ali jChav, the Perfian generd, beats 
the rebels, in 7 1 lays contributions on the 
inhabitants of Khcrman, ibid fenc prifoncr 
to court, and his army difpcrTcd, iii 72 his 
domcfljc enemies cabal agamfl him, 111 73 
rcfolvcs to rcr> c r-ehmas, lu 170 barba- 
roufly murdered, lu 173 

M 

Macos, taken by furpnfc, m 172 
Mmiarr \TTAS, make incufions into the 
Moglols dominons, i\ 139 
hi MiOMMCD Shall, die great Aloghol it the 
hc-d of hiS 'im) t in p^fon, iv 158 dc 
feated bj die PcrfbJis, u, 167 gnes power 
to treat with die Perfian monjch, iv x68 
bss mtci widi Nadir, IV 1 0,171 lis 
ircafuru ij vr luarv chdl b to Na 

dir, j divers 1 1 niwff and his effldls 
172 be nurdies from 
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Kama!, w 173 enters the city of Dchhc, 
iv 174 receives prefents from Nadir, iv 
191 his ceffion to Nadir of all the countiY 
on the weft of the Indus, iv 192, &c ad- 
vice given by Nadir to the Moghoi, iv 195 
Mahommed, founder of the dynafty of the 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, ni 23 defeat- 
ed by them, in 24 are almoft exUrpated by 
him, ill 24 

Mahommed, nephew of Achmed, declared 
fu’tan of Turkey, iv 5 1 his behaviour to 
PaCrona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid 
Mahommed basha, general of the Turkifh 
army, advances to Cars, iv 251 joins Ab- 
dallah Kouproli, ibid marches to Envan, 
ibtd defeated by the Perfians, iv 252 
flam in a fecond engagement, iv 253 
Mahommed furrukhsir, the "teat Mog- 
hoi, his minifters acquire an unlimited au 
Aonty, in 68 they feizc his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid 
Mahommed hassan, heids the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv 244 

Mahommed khan balouche declares for 
Tshmas Shah at Slurafs, iv 110 defeated 
by Kouli Khan, tv in hangs himfelf, ibid. 
Mahommed khoda besde, accepts of die 
crown of Perfn, in 17 puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid his charaftcr and 
reign, ibid 

Mahommed kouli khan, attacked by the 
Turks m paling a river, ni 197 
Mahommed zamon khan, governor of the 
Abdollecs, ni 62 routed at Herat, ibid 
Mahommed ANs, two fedh among them, in. 

35 their different tenets, ibid 
Marathon, the Pcrfiuis defeated m that 
battle. 111 6 

Mardomus, fent by Darius agamft the A- 
thcnions, 1 1 6 retreats over the Htllef- 
pont, ibid is killed m the battle of Platcte, 

III 8 

Mascats, take pofleffion of Caharain, 111 
68 attack ihc Portuguefe fleet, ibid 
Mecca and Medina, m the former "Mahom- 
medw^.s boni, and in the latter buried, in 
238 

Mecabvsus, makes the Macedonians tnbu- 

tax) to Perfia, in 6 

Meluck-m vchmud, gojcmorof Segeftan, 
marches to the relief ot Isfahan, in 140 is 
corrupted by pr-fents, ui i^i corcludcs a 
treat). 
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trcntr, and makes hnnfelf inaftcr of Khora- 
fui, ibid 

_IiIeroe, murdered by order of her brotlicr 
Cambjfes, lit 4 

Mescat, the Imam depofedj flies with his 
family and treafurc, iv 229 the Peiilans 
enter tins city, ibid are mrpnzed by tlie 
Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid the Alef 
cats vidlonous at Tea, ibid * 

Mesched, Shah Ttehmas, enters m triumph, 
IV 19 bis devotion m this aty, iv 20 
great barbarities committed here by Nadir, 
IV 259, 260 

MitiTARV exploits, reflexions on theirvanity, 
IV 212, &.C the confequences of fuch ex 
ploits, IV 238 

Miltiades, defeats the Perfuns m the battle 
of Marathon, lu 6 

MtM BASHi, a certain perfon, Ins (kill in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv 277 
made a Khan, ibid Nadirs way of trying 
his virtue, ibid his pretence for ftninghng 
the Kiian, ibid attacks the Shah with a 
falrc, i\ 278 

Miit-AB DALLAH, brother to Mir vais, fuc- 
ceeds to the government of tlie Af^ans, 
111 eg dcflgns Co fubjedl Kandahar to Per 
fia, in 60 

Mm MACHMUD, Mirvaiss fon, murders 
his uncle, and is chofen king of Kandahar, 
111 6i enters Klicrman with his army, lu 
71 IS defeated by Lutf Ah Khan, ifaid 
raifes an army, in 97 maiches to Khcr 
man, and takes that aty, in gS lays hegc 
to Yezd, but IS obliged to rciuc, in 100 
arrives at GulnabaJ, 111 101,102 defeats the 
Perfiani. there, in 108 incampsatCheereftaii, 
ill 114 attacks Isfahan, III 122,123 ^ 

pulfed It the bridge of Shirafs, m 123 feuds 
propofals of peace, lu 124, 125 pillages 
tlie diftridi of Isfahan, in. 125, 126 his an- 
fvv er to the propofal of a negotiation, 111 
I40 the empire of Perfia refigned to faim, 

111 144 receives the diaJcm, and takes 
podeffion of I&fahan, in 145, 146 his ce- 
remony of proceffion on afeendmg the 
throne, nu 14B, 149 receives hoinasefrom 
Shall Hudein, and the grandees of*Pcrfla, 
ibid regulates the civil policy, ui 150. 
confirms the Pcrfians in their employments, 
ibid puniQves ihofe who Ind been unfuth- 
ful to Shah Hufiein, ui I5I« his bchwwur 
VoL IV 


after the inljabifTiifs of Cafbm revolt, m. 
158 murders the PerJjan lords and th-ir 
dnldrcn, tu 159,160,161 irore maflacrcs 
and barbarities committed by him, in 161, 
takes Ghulpaigan, ni 160, 172 lofes a 
great part of his army in Cohkilan, m igo 
raifes new troops, and befiegcs Yezd, in 
203 IS obheed to raifc the iiege, lu 204, 
jealous of AmrelF, m 205 undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, 111 206 murders Huf- 
fem’s children, in 207 falls into a delirium, 
the Armenian pnefls read the golpel over 
him. Hi 2 q 8, 209 his frightful condition, 
111 209 his nuferabic deatlt and charafler, 
m 212, &c 
Mir VAIS, his power among the Alghans, 
111 129 his cJiaraflcr, ibid font to Isfahan, 
111 30 the flate of Pcrfia when he came to 
court, in 33 his intrigues, in 33, 34 he 

f oes to Mecca, lu 35 propofes political 
oubts to Uie Mulluhs, in 36 returns to 
Lfahon, ibid his arts to alarm Uie court, in 
37 * 3 ^ raifes a fufpicion agamft Guighiii 
Khin, IS font back to his own countty, in 
41, 42 engigu the Afghans to revolt, m 
44 miifacres Gurghin Khan, takes poflef. 
flon of Kandaliar, in 47 deputies fent to 
him from the Pcrfian court, 111 51,52 de- 
feats tile Khans of Her-t and Favns, iiu 
53 the provmcc of Kindahir mtirely re- 
duced, lu. 57 bis deatli and charadlcr, 111 
57 

Moghol, the flate of his dominions before 
Nndira expediuon into India, iv 138, Ac. 
See Mahommed shah 
Mosyt, bcfged by die Pcrfians, iv 139 they 
raiic the fie^c, ibid 

Mourtchakhor, the Afghans defeated by 
tlie Perfians here, iv 31 
Mullah bashi, high pneft m Pcrfia, his 
fpeech at the dedbon of Kouh Khan -s kmg, 

IV 126 IS put to death, IV 127 
Muntisiks, a tnbe of Arabians, throw off* 
the Turkifli yoke, iv 221 ihcir cliaradlcr, 

IV 221, 222 

Mostitha EFEEsm, the Grand Sipnor’s 
cmbailador, concIud'’S the peacc-vvitn Na- 
dir, IV 256 die condit ons of tiiv peace, 
ibid the pompous tides aJUimcd by ihef- 
two potentates, ibid 

Mustatua kh \n, and Colfiji Khm, of a 
\iituouj ciiaradlcr, favoured by Nadir, iv 

S 
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276,477 Mufhnha Khan diftinguiflicd for 
lushonefty, IV 284 at Nadir’s death on an 
embiiry to Conftantinople, ibid 
Myrza mehtiev the aftair of tranflating tlic 
evongelifts put under fiis dirc<Sion, iv 217 
fummons Armenian bifliops, Romifli mif- 
ilonancs, and Perfian mullahs, to meet him 
at Isfahan, ibid the manner this tranflation 
syas nude, iv 218 flnifhcd in fix months, 
ibid prefented to Nadir, hia reflexions upon 
It, ibid 

N. 

NACHiVi^N, the Armenians here invite die 
*] urU into their country, in JQ4 brought 
under the Turkifh joke, m 190 

Nadir kouli, the mcamng of his name, iv 
a where born, i\ 3 his father s fituation, 
ibid bred a ftiepherd, ibid obliged to gatlicr 
Hicks for a fupporc, ibid, is carried into captw 
vity by the Oufbegs, IV 4 returns to Khora- 
flui, ibid a compamon of robbers, ib d enters 
into the fervice of a Beg, ibid murders his 
fellow couner, ibid allohismailerthcBcg, 
and marries his daughter, iv 5 retires \vi 3 i 
her into the mount^ns, ib d en ers into Uie 
fkrvice of Babidu Khao, tbid noted foccou 
nge, oddrefs, and perfonal flrength, ibid 
commands an expedition agamfl the Ouf- 
begs, IV 7 acx^uires hoi our, ard is ihf 
graced, jv 7, 8 retires to KtIsc, iv 9 re- 
treats to the mountains for the third time, 
ibid robs for Icveral years, ibid jom 
cd by the trooos of Scf O Dm Beg, iv 10 
a pardon obtained for Nadir, iv ii goes 
to K^lat, murders his uncle, and takes the 
fortrefs of Kxlat, ibid vvages wan a^inft 
the Afghans, IV 42 , 13 takes Nicliabi r, 
t and reinforces his army, ibid obtains the' 
Shall fi pardon at Farubad, IV 14 joins his 
forces wi^a thofe under Fatey Ah Khan 
Khajar, iv 15,16 Nadir kills this Khanv 
and acquues tlie foie comm^ud, iv 17, 18 
condufts Shah Ttehmas to Nidnbur and 
Mcfched, IV 18, ig mcreafes his .dotiy, 
iv 19 is named T ajhmas by tho Shah, IV 
20 reduces Khorafan and Herat, IV 22,43 
returns m triumph to Mefeued, iv 23 cn 
gages Shab Txhnias to rem^jii nt TM.bir»n, 
IV 30 defeats the Afghans, and enters If-' 
fiabaii, IV 31, 36 obtauis. x vidtury over 
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them atShirafs, iv 38 takes HamaJan and 
Tavns, iv 41 grants a truce to the Turks, 
jtiid augments Ins army in Khorafan, iv. 
64 difapprovcs of the peace the Shall rnade 
with the Turks, IV 65,66 makes his fon 
gov emor of Khorafan, iv 67 arrives at If- 
mhan, iv 67 endeavours to vindicate his 
conduft to the Sliah, iv 68 delivers letters 
accufing fome of his courtiers, iv 69 in- 
trigues to depofe the Shah, iv 70,71 takes 
pn oath to the infant king Abas, iv 73 ad- 
vances his Tons and brothers to the pnncipal 
governments, iv 74 his manifefto difclaiin- 
ing the peace witii the Turks, ibid fends 
nil cmbalCidor to Rufiia, notifj mg the accef- 
flon of Abas lo the throne of Perija,^iv 76 
marches with on armv to Bagdat,l\ 77. 
bcficoes this city, iv 80, 6.c defeated by 
the T, urks- m the battle of Kerkoud, iv 86, 
87 retires to Hamadan, iv 93 rtcnnts his * 
army, iv 94. his flxat-gcm, iv 97 routs 
the I urkifh arm), ir 98, 99 acquaints 
die Ruilian court of his fucce/s, iv log 
defeats Mahommed khanBalouche,iv rii. 
marcirs into Georgia, and takes Teflis, iv, 

1 12 takes Ginjaand SUamakic, iv 115, 
1x6 the Ruflions make a treaty wath him, 
IV 207 Ins Ipcech to an aflembly of the 
chiefs of Pcrfia, iv 124- is dtclan-d king, 
IV 125, 127 the conditions of his accept- 
ing the diadem, IV 127 coins mon-y, and 
f"«ccs die lands of the church, JV 128, 129 
takes die ufual oath at Cafbm, iv 132 fenus 
an embafiador to Turkey, iv 132 matches 
to Isfahan, iv 135.. makes preparations for 
an expedition ag-unft Kandahar, iv 137. 
how h 3 clianuScr differs from that of Alex- 
ander the Great, iv 143, Ac leaves Isfa- 
han, IV 146 arrives at Kandahar, ibid be-- 
fieges the town, iv 147 caafed a number 
of houfea to be built, ibid correfpoiids with 
difcoiUcrtcJ lords 111 India, iv 149 takes 
Cabul, iv 151 his fevere difciplmc by np- 
ping open eghty foldiers, iv- 152 takes 
Cabul by ftorm, ibid fends an embafly, and 
wntes to the Indian emperojj iv 1 54 cor-- 
rupts the Indians vvatli the plunder of Ca- 
buj, IV 155 meets- with difficulties in his 
way to the river Indus, ibid enters into 
1 treaty with the mountaineers, iv 156^ 
iencs another emba/Iy to the great Moghol, 
il«d his po np wlien he enters the Indian 
tern- 
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territories, iv. i6o. pafTcs the over Zhdos, 

IV i6i takes jemmabad and Labor, iv, 
162 arrives on the plains of Karnal, IV 163 
the number of his army m India, \v 164, 
defeats the Indian army at Kirna), iv 166, 
has an uitenicw with the Indian mmiftcrs, 

IV 168 his fpcech to the Indian em- 
peror, IV 170 gi\cs a gratuity to every 
ibldier, jv 173 marches from Kamal to 
Dclhtc, IV 173, &,c, orders Delhie to be 
maiTacred, iv 176 his conduft after the 
nralTacrc, iv 178 lar^efums brought into 
hiS treafury, iv 179 is dillattsded with his 
fo^s goternment m Pcrfia, IV 180 fends a 
decree, confirming ail governors and magi- 
ftrates in their pous till his return, iv 181. 
fends an cmbalhidor to Turkey^ iv 182 the 
conditions his embalTador requires, ibid 
pays his foldiers their arrears, with a gra- 
tuity, m his own com frrucit upon this oc- 
cafioa, ibid makes prefents to the great 
Moghol and Lidian lords, iv 190, 191 his 
advice to the great Moghol, IV J93 rair- 
ches from Dchiie, ir puiu/hcs de- 

feners, ibid an inAance of bis vani^ and 
avarice, iv 198, 190 feizes e!ie plunder be- 
longing to his own loldiers, tv 201 marches 
caPeimor, iv 202 fends his treafures (o 
Kala^ IV 205 reduces Khieva and Bok- 
luja, iv- 206, 207 his condu£t to bis fon, 
who mates an attempt on Ins life, iv 210, 

2ir nmves in the neighbourhood oflsfi 
ban, iv^ 21 1 tlie affliSion for his darling 
fon, IV 212 fends an embalTador to Rullia, 
and arotlier to Turkey, iv 214, 215 re- 
news Ills claim to the provinces and cities 
formerly belonging to Perfia, iv 2x5 re- 
duces die Arabi m rebels iiid Oulbea?, ibid 
orders a maufolcum to be built at AJrtcbcd, 

IV 2i 6 auns at introducing a rew rel gion 
lato-Pcrfta, iv 2i6, 217 caiifes a tranfiauon 
cf the four cvangelifrs to be made into Per^ 
fc, 11 217 irarches againft the Lelies, 
and enters Dagiftaii, IV 2-54 difguflcdwith 
the RuiUan court, iv 228 his crucify to 
the people, ilid his ivance and cnidty 
to the Perlians by his exorbitant taxes, iv 
229, 230 lun-nis from tlis Ottoman court 
the rcftitunon of the provinces 10 ArLicwa, 

'ill V Itluior, aud Georgia, iv 231 wnUs a 
’cctcr lothc Grand S gnor, aiui aro •'trto 
lUc B.iha- at iv 23-. the Tutfca 
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dread his dc/igns againft them, iv. 224. 
declares himfefr 3 Siuini, ibid his plan of a 
campaign againft the Turks, iv 238 pu- 
niflicsthcrebelsmFarfiftan,iv 243 orders 
the amount of the lofs of the Bmdh caravan 
ft^e paid, ibid returns from Turkey into 
Perfia, iv 245 marches his army into the 
TurkJh dominions, iv 248 defeats the 
Turks m two battles, iv 252, 253 makes 
a peace witli them, iv 254, &c an cmhaT- 
fador fent from the Ruffian court to Nadir, 
jy 259 orders the fons of the nobles of 
Geojgia to attend his camp, iv 257 hispce- 
vdKnSsand cnicl^atlifalian, iv 25S fc- 
vcral Indian md Armenian mcrdiants burnt 
aliie,iv 258 intends to mailacre put of his 
own army, but is hunfrlf affitffinated, iv, 
260, i6i, 262 /laughter by the Tartars af- 
tcrlns death,abid motives of Nidipa fup- 
pofed intenbon of a ma/racre,ifaid refiextona 
upon his death and charaiSer, iv 26?, 266 
age and reign, ibid a great compo/ition in 
his chanflcr, iv 266 his perfon, ibid his 
voice flrong and fonorous, iv 267 his cor- 
poral ftrength great, ibid dexten^ in the 
battfe ax, loid his memory and knowledge 
of the genius of the Perfians, ibid his /fall 
m che.&ancer, ibid frr advanced in hfe be- 
fore he learned to read, iv 268 his diet and 
dreis, ibid his lo^c of women, ibid his de- 
teflauon of fodomy, iv 269 puni/heil thofc 
that wen? latmcai upon him, iv 270 in- 
Itmces of his aiarice, IV 271 it mcrcafcd 
with his tears, iv 274. ins jealou/y and dif- 
truft, jhid his artful tvay of gaming the af- 
fe£bon of h s army, n 278 his prudence, 
refoluuon, and prefence m aSion, iv 279. 
preferred firatagem to force, iv 2S0 
made an ejaculatory prayer before a battle, 
ibid mdc/atigable at perfonaJ application, 
and the duty of a commander, i 5 id punchial 
m pijnng his army, v 281 foie vender 
of doUi, ard fome other commod t cs, to 
them, ibid capricious fomctimcs, pardoned 
great offerders, ibid ha behaiiour to hij 
inmdlcrs, u 282 his coiidufl m frcbc- 
gtnning of his reign, 1 2S3 dedi -ered Per- 

l« from the jokcof the A/gians, lOjJ tiic 
motives' that influenced ha a^aoni, ib 
reflexions on lus t)rannv by h s neph-w 
Ad r ^ali, iv 2S7, 2S3 ^Tanricat p- 
ic«urxrciusi2duca}PcrJIa,i> 3''0 
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Nazr ullah, defeats ilie Khan 6f Hama- 
dan, m 162, 163 pillages feveral parts of 
Perfia,ibjd Centtorarfilbin, 111 170 makes 
himfelf mafter of the towns of that pro 
Vince, m 185 is killed at tlie fi^e of Shi- 
rafs, ibid his death and charadler, ibid his 
monument erefted by Maghnuid, iii j86 
Nesr ali myrza, Nadir’s fecond ft>n» mar- 
ries the great Moghol s ncice, iv x8B de- 
feats the pretender Saun, i 242 falls a fa- 
crifice to Adil^hah, w 285 
Nisli mahommed aga cmoy from the 
Grand Signior to Peter tlie Great, 111 173 
his public entry at Mofco, iii 174. 

Nizam al muluck, a chief in India, ac- 
quaint? Nadir of the affairs at the Mog 
hoi s court, iv 142 an interview between 
him and Nadir, iv i68 obliged to raife a 
large contribution, iv i85»- 

O 

lOcHUS, called Darius Nothus, afeends the 
throne of Pctfta, m 10 puts Arfitcs, and 
others, to death, ibid reduces £^pt and 
Media, ibid his death, ibid 
Ocuus, fon of Artaxerces II conceals his 
fathers deal, 111 10 go ernsten months 
m his fatlicrs name, m ii makes a de 
cree for declaring himfelf king, ibid go 
verns m his own name, ibid a cruel, hut a 
valiant pnnee, ibid recovers Egjpt, ibid 
fubdues S}ria and Cyprus, ibid flam by 
Bagoas, ibid 

OUSBECS Sec TARTARS 

P, 

Patrona kalil, a jamffaryJ brings nbout 
a revolution m Turkc), iv 44 dethrones 
the Sultan, iv 51 advances Maliommed, 
the Sultan s nephew, to the tlironc, ibid 
his behaviour to the new Sultan, iv 51, 52 
his cxtrvordimiy adventures, iv 55, f»c 
he and other rcccis put to death in the Sc- 
n^l o, IV 59 

pEisiioa, a citj m India, taken by N dir, iv 
1^7 the governor won to his intcreft, ibid 
Nad r* advuiccs thence to the Indus, iv 
l6o 

Penvnce, religious, Mnghmud undertakes 
cn“, m 2 c 6 mol furpniing and fu^cifli- 
tious, lb d 


Persia, its empire founded "by -Cyrus the 
Great, in. i the fecond of the four mo- 
narchies, ibid what occafioned their being 
an eafy conqueft to the Grecians, vu 12 
the monarchy becomes a part of the Grecian 
empire, ibid this kingdom reftored by Ar- 
taxerxes, lu 13 when conquered by the 
Saracens, ibid its tranquillity m the begin- 
ning of this eighteenth century, in 22 the 
Afghans the authors of its cataftrophe, ibid 
the corruptions of the court under Shah 
Huffcin, in 30, 31 the di ifions and par- 
ties m Perfia, in 31, 32 die mdifcreet talk 
of the Rufllan embaffador made way for the 
inyafion of Perfia, in 42 a rebellion raifcd 
by Mir Vais at Kandahar, ibid a vidlory ob- 
tained by the Pcrfians over the Afghans, in 
54 the Afghans defeat the Pcrfians, m 56 
are defeatea by Ezadallah, 111 66 die Per- 
fian army marches to fight the Afghans, in 
103 number of the Perfian army, ui 104 
dicir condudl towards the Armenians of 
Julfa, in 116,117 the enipu-e refigned by 
bhali Huflein, m 144 the northern pro- 
vinces m Perfia invaded by the Ruffians, in 
155 mafiacrcs by Maglimud, ui 159,160, 
IDT the advantages the Czar and die Grand 
Signior made by the troubles of Perfia, in 
176, 179, 227 a partition of the Perfian 
dominions, in 199 Perfian lords maffacred 
byAflircff, ill 226 the deplorable ftate of 
the Perfian monarchy, m 227 die Pcrfians 
enter Isfalian, and take revenge of the Af- 
ghans, iv 33 make peace with the Turks, 
jv 64 the great change in the Perfian af- 
fairs by Koun Khan, tv 221 the Pcrfians 
defeat the Indians, iv 166 the maffacre at 
Dellue, tv 176 groan under Nadirs tyran 
ny, IV 229 abandon their country, IV 230 
buy horfes from the Turks for tnc ufe of 
dicir armv, iv 232 the diftreffed fituation 
Perfia by Nadir's av ncc, iv 247 they 
defeat die Turks in two buttks, ly 252, 
253 the Perfian army difpcrfcd, iv 262 
the Pcrfians polite, cunning, and deceitful, 
IV 27s their gre t confufion and cJainiucs 
by Nadirs ufurp-tion, IV 3C0 dreadful dc- 
folation by the ravages of wir, iv 301 
Peter the crevt, uefigns to open a com- 
munication between thcC-fpian and tuxinc 
fc«s, UI 154 fends ..n emUf dor to Perfia 
to complain of die Oulbegs, ui iJy» 155 
mvadcs 
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j'nvades the northern parts o/Perfia, ui. 155, 
operations of his army, iij. 155, 156. aiTem- 
bles an army near DagiRan, in. 176 his 
conduct m relation toPerCa not agreeable to 
the Port, 111 198. conferences renewed with 
him, 111 199. a treaty concluded between 
the Czar and the Port, 111. 200. the articles 
of that treaty, 111 200,201. his death, ui. 
226. 

Phedyma, difco\ers the impoftor SmerJis 
by thejofsof his cars, 111. 5, 

Phixip of Maccdon, cliofen general againR 
thePerfians, 111 ir. murdered, and fuccccd- 
cd by his fan Alonnder, ibtd, 

TLATtJCi the Perfian army defeated here, 111 
8, Thcmiftocks banifhcd by the Athenians, 
ibid, eboofes to pojfon himJelf rather than 
figlit againft his country, ihid. 

PoRiJS, conquered b) Alexander thcGreat, tv. 

. 162, 163 

PouLAii QASHA fcnt by thc Scrafkicr to beep 
the poft of Tahajak, iv 95 abandons that 
pjfs to the enemy, ibid 
Prince, reflexion on not paying the debts of 
one deceafed, tv. 27^ 

R. 

Re tio toN, Nadir's projedV of introducing a 
new religion into Perfu, iv. 216 
Resuk, tbs Englilh faftors plundered here 
by order of Amur Allan Khan, n 293 
Rivers, Nadir’s manner of throwing bridges 
over them, iv. 161 

Riza kouei myrza, Nadir's Ion, ap- 
pointed by his father regent of Pcrfia, 

IV 142 his charadlcr, lo/d. defeats the 
Oufbeg Tartars, iv. 147. returns vic- 
torious to MefeheU, ibid his oppreflivc go- 
scrninenr, iv. 149. his bad adinmiftration 
difpleafes his father, iv 181, makes an at- 
tempt on his father’s hfe, iv 209 behaves 
very obRinately, iv. 2li h s eyes put out, 
ibid, fails a facriHce to the jealouly of Adil 
Shah, IV. 285 * 

Roman conqueft, 270 years after thcGrx- 
cian empire, m. 13 its duration, sbid. 

Russia, an embaflador ^ent from that court 
to Isfahan, lu 37 flrangc alarms raifeJ m 
Perfia at his coming, 111.37,38. his charac- 
ter, in 39 the Ruffians uncafy at the con- 
oueRs matle by the Turbs in Fcrha, ui. 233. 

, VoL IV. 
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thcfilccelsof the Ruffian arms there, m 233, 
234 mifundernanding between ihe Ruffians 
and Turks, in. 241. an embaflador fentby 
Jwouli Khsn to this court, iv. r 17. gonqueR 
on the Cafpian coaft delivered up to Pcrfia, 
ly. 117. Kouli Khan’s condudt towards Ruf- 
fia, jv. 122 the Ruffians reRorerhc domi- 
nions that belonged to the Perfian empire, iv. 
^24 an embaffador lent to Rullia by Nadir, 
IV 183 one fent with prefents after liis re- 
turn from India, IV. 214 alarmed at Nadu’s 
being on iheir fronticrSf iv 226 fend an 
embaffador to Nadir, iv 257. proceed with 
great caution in oriental treaties, iv, 293. 

S. 

SAAbiT KHAN, taken prifoncr, iv 166. 
has the charge of the city of Dehlie for Na- 
dir, IV 172 defifoys himfelf, iv. J75 
Saiio ACHMEDKHAN, governor of Khcf- 
man, treacherou/ly JefiroycJ byAfbrcffi, i». 

Salem beo, affaffinaicsNadirShah, tv, 261. 
Sauk, a pretender font into Perfui, iv 241. 
bis hiflory and appearance m Perfia, 11/. 
24t. joined by an army of Lefeees, ibid, 
marches into Shirvan, iv 242 defeated by 
Nezf Ah Ml rza, ibid one of his eic, cut 
out, ibid, lent by Nadir with a meffige to 
the Ottoman court, ibid 

Salaaijs, the Pertian Beet defeated Jerc, 

til 8 

ScHEicH EiDAS, fcts Up a ncvv religion, tii. 
r4. murdered by RuRan, ibid, /caves behind 
lumlfmaeland two other fons, ibid. 

ScHiAsand sunnis, two feiSs among tlie 
Mahommedans, iv. 129 divide the Pcifians 
ami Turks, the former facing Schtas and the 
latterSunnis, ibid a decree by Nadir to unite 
tbefe two fe^, ibid 

ScYTH SAKS, invade Thrace and plunder tbs 
country. Hi 6. 

Seffie MiRZA, Shah Hu/Iein’s fon, a re- 
port that he cfcaped and retired toTurkey, 

111 zq6 . 

Seffie kouli khan, made general by me 
court orPerfia, m 65 defeated and cut cfF 
by the .4bdo1'c«, iii 66 another of il it 
name taken prifoncr by the Turks, and cru- 
cify put to death, iv. 43. 

T t 
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Seffies, the time this family poflefl^ the 
throne, m 14 it ended in the petfon of 
Shah Huffcin, 111 146 

Shahrokh, grandfun to Nadir, uncertain 
whether he was a facnfice to Adil Shah sjca 
loufy, IV 286 declared kmgof Perfta, u 
298 marches againfl: the Afghans, iv 299 
ob! ged to yield to Shah Doub, iv 300 
Shalimar, Nadir mufters his armj here, 

IV 196 marches thence to Kama!, iv. 
198 

SHiPS, Nadir attempts to getafl-et of flups, 
IV 228 

Shirass, befieged by the Afghans, m 185 
a fcippi'y incerccpicdf ui 188 diHr^fTcd by 
famine, m 188 taken and facked, ibid, 
again doomed to diftrefs and {laughter, iv. 

243 

SiRCt/l.l.rNDkHAN, an Indian lord of good 
reputa ion, IV 177 obtains the ccfTation of 
the (laughter at Dchlic, ibid appointed chief 
coltcftor of the Indian contributions, iv 
184 hia declaration to Nizam A 1 Muluck, 
IV i8s 

Smerois, the Artaxerxes of the fcripture, 
ufurps the throne, 1 5 filled the magian, 
ibid endeavours to gam the afFedl otis of the 
people, ibid difcovcrcd ..s an impoftor, ibid 
afTadinatcd by the nobility, tbid 
SowpUT, Pan put, and fcvcral Indian villages 
plundered by the Perfians, iv 174 
SoGDiANUs ufurps tl c throne of Perfia, ni 
9 furrenders to Ochus, ibid 
SuLUiAN, king ofPetfia, lit 21 hishcalth 
impaired by drunkennefs and women, ibid 
under him I’cTfia began to decline, ibid 
Suliman, uncle to bhah Txhmas, alTurocs 
tlediadcni, iv 299 foon bcconi's a facn- 
(icc. IV 300 

SuLiMAN EPFcsDi, fcnt by ihcTurks iDto 
Ferfia, iv 23 acquaints his court of an ap> 
preaching change m PerCa, ibiJ 
SuL^\l\^,lhc lieutenant of Achmed E^fha, 
defeats tic Ar^b.ans, iv 232 returns home 
with a rich boot}, ib d 

Sultan me yd an, pla ns where Nadir calls 
fcefor-b m the cJ icfsof il cTartars, iv 26/ 
difclo'cJ a del gn of maitacring a great part of 
hsamy, ibid the conference o> erheard by 

aOco^ian flic, iv 261 
SuNMs, tl c Grand S j,mor claims authority 
ov^r Ui^ feii of Milicmmcdans, iv 25 


Swedes, at war with the RulTians, w. 232 
dcfire the Turks to break with their ene- 
mies, ibid 

Syria, fubjeiSl to Seleucus, ui 13 
T. 

T^haias, afceiids the Perfian throne, 111 15 
his w^ars with Suliman, the Grand Signior, 
ibtd 

Tjchaias aiyrsa, declared fucceflbr to Ins 
fitl cr Huflem, 111 133 efcapes from Isfa- 
han, in 136 takes the title of king, in 
152 endeavours to recover his dominions, 
i« r68 fends sa embiSsdor CO the Port, III, 
179 yields Gbilanand other towns to the 
Czar, 111 i8r his condudl towards the Ar- 
menians, in 191 routs T body of Afghans, 
UI 223 efcapes from AfbrelF, in 225 en- 
deavours to negotiate a treaty with the Ruf~ v 
fians and Turks, 111 242, 243 lives obfeure- 
ly at Farabad m Maxanderan, iv 10 fends 
an embalTador to the Port, iv 23 defeats 
Allireff", iv 20 enters Isfahan, iv 34 gives 
his general, Kouli Khan, the power of rai- 
ftng money, iv 36 marclics to Fnvan, and 
obtains fome advantages over the Turks, iv 
42 afterwards defeated at AAabat, and a- 
gam at Hamadan, iv 42, 43 makes pence 
with the Turks, iv 64 gives up Armenia, 
Envmn and Georgia, ibid his pacific mca- 
furcs not agrccafile to Kouh Khan, iv 65. 
put to death by the contrivance ofRizaKoiIli 
Myrza, iv 208, 209 the lall of the SefBe 
family, iv 209 

Tachi khan, governor of Farfiftan, a Bcg- 
lerbeg, iv 240 tlic honours allowed Ji in, 
ibid Ills rcvoltand charadtcrjiv 243 Shirafs 
taken by fiorm, ibid carried to Isfahan with 
his favourite wife and rclaaons, ibid their 
punifiiment, ibid 

Taaiaras khan, a general of great expe- 
rience, iv 259 revolts from N..dir, ibid 
Tamerlase conquers Bajazet, m 13 fub- 
ducs Perfia, ibid his death, ibid 
Tamseer, an Indian town, plundered, anJ 
put to the fvvord by Nadir, iv 199 
Tartars, Ou-beg, invade the province of 
Herat, m 24. arc obliged by Abas, king of 
Pcrfii, to retire, m 25 make mcuifioiu in- 
toKhorafan, in 63 N.ahr’s manner of treat- 
ing iLcni,iv 278 


Tar- 



E X. 


I N D 

Tartars, Ler,Tees, their natural dilpofition. 

Hi 63 their motives to invade Pcraa, in 
64 obtain a vidloryoicr the Perfians, 111 85 
fuc for a reconciliation, ibid invade Shir- 
van, and take Shamakie, iii 93,94 commit 
great cruellies here, iii 94. occifion great 
conflernatjon at tlie Pcriiaa courr, iii 95 
take pofiellion of the reft of Shurvan, m 95 
beat the Khan of Eri\ an, ibid and lay fiege 
to Ganja, 111 96 SeeLEscEES* 

Tavris, one of the flneft cities m the eaft, 
ill 195 beficged by the Turks, ibid the 
inhabitants defeat them, ibid beficged by 
a great army of Turks, m 228 taken after 
a bloody conteft, iv 229, 230 

Thebes, plundered and demohihed by Cam- 
byfes, lu 4 

Themistocles, defeats the Perfian fleet at 
Salamis, ui 8 

Tirivs, Mir vais concerts 1 conCpmcy ivnh 
that tube, lu 46. 

Topal OSMAN DASHA, appointed gcneralif- 
iimo of the Turkifti army, iv 75 his ftra- 
tagem, iv 84 defeats die rcriiam near 
Bagdat, iv 86, 87 fends his anuy mto 
quarters, iv 93 killed, and the Turks 
routed, iv 08 his body fcnc to Bigdat, iv 
99 his education m the Seraglio, iv 100 
fent by the Sultan to the baftia of Cairo, iv 
lOl taken by a Spanilh privateer, ibid 
ranfomed from flavery fay i naH'c of Alar- 
feiUcs, IV lor, 102 his gratitude to his 
baicfadlor, iv 102, 103 made fcralkicr, 

IV 103 made governor of Romania, ibid 
his bcnefaflor and his fon kindly recciicd 
there, jv J04 made grand vizir, ibid re- 
ceives h s dclncrer at Conft-iil nopic, ibid 
IS difplaccd, and made ballia of Trcbifonde, 
iv toy ordered to comm^d the Otto- 
man armies, ibiJ his fon promoted by the 
Grand Signior, iv 108 his good charadcr, 
ibid 

Tur-IwEY, a furpnfing revolution here, iv 44, 

&c the grand v izir, and other officers, nut 
to death, IV 48 the Sultan dcthroi cd, -nJ 
his nephew Mahommed declared emperor 
of the (Ottomans, n 5^ a rebellion brc^l^ 
out a fecund Umc, iv 61 the rebels dif 
perfed, u 62 

Turkish embaflaior, fent to the court of 
Periia, lu. 89. the ceremony of aUniilEon 


to audumce, m ^c. a Turkift envoy ar- 
nves arisfahao, m 161. cached by the 
Afghans, lUd. fooi ordered to denatt. m 
162 

TurKS, extend thcir conquefts mPerCa, m 
157 an envoy fent to die Czar from the 
emperor of the Turks, ni 177 he requires 
the Czar to withdraw lus trpops frcin Der- 
bend, 111 175 theft condudt during the 
troubles in Perfn, 111 177 the Port dif 
fans? ed V -Ith tlic Czar’s corduift, lu 198 
take Tavris and G-rja, uj 229, 230 their 
army advance within four and twenty 
leagues of Isfahan, in 232. cv«dc feulin’^ 
the limits of their conquefts in Perfa with 
the Ruffian refident, iii 234 difpuc be- 
tween two Turkifh generals, ill 241 are 
defeated by tlic Afghans, ui 248 iIk firua- 
tjon of the Port m regard to odicr powers, 
111 230,251 the Turks make great prrpa- 
r’cons againft the Afghans, ui 252 un 
fuccefsful agamft ihc Armenians, ibid fend 
commiffioncrs into Pcrfta to treat with 
Afhrcft, III 153 a treaty concluded be- 
tween the Turks and Afghans, m 254 at- 
tack the Periian camp, iv 42 cnielJv ufc a 
Perfian officer, iv 43 moke an advanta- 
geous peace with die Perfions, iv C4 dc 
dare war agamft the Perfians, iv 75 de- 
feat the Pemans at Kerkoud andLci]am,iv. 
86, S7, 97 VC routed by the Pccltans, tv. 
98,99 defirous of peace with Perfia, n 
116 prepare for war with Ruffia, iv 122. 
an embaftador fent by Nudtr with preftnts 
after his return from India, iv 214, 215, 
conclude a peace vath the Puffians and Im- 
penahfts, 11 214 tlicir dangerous fituation 
on account of Nadir’s demands, iv 230 the 
condud of this court jmpmdcnt watJ) regard 
to the gov ernor of Bagdat, IV 235 irtngucs 
of the Ottonji court, iv 236 tiic} ina^c 
grCat pn.parxtions for war, IV 24S dc/t t- 
cJ by the Pcrliaiis in two lattlcs, iv 252, 

*53 *hc turopcan Turl s cnerv-tcJ on 111- 
tenng Afia, n 255 a pc-cc coacLded 
wath thcrctfianj, IV 256* 257* 

V 

VnciiTAXCA, uedareJ Vali of Georgia, 1 1 
S6 prepa.aLoa» in-dc by hun a~i d' the 
Lcigcc , 
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JLcfgees, ibid, who ^re faved by a court- 
intnguejiii.Sy. takes an oath never to appear 
in arms in favour of Perfia, ibid, his afSfcmce 
is defired by Shah Hu/Tein, but refuied, iii, 
132,133. depofed, and takes refuge at the 
couitj iJi. 169, 170. 


W. 

War, the inftrument of divine juftice, iv. 
301. not from the oriffinai conftitulion of 
things, ibid the dreadful defolations by war 
In Peifia, ibid. 

X. 

Xerxes, fucceeds his father Darius, iu. 7. 
reduces Egypt, ibid, prepares to conquer 
Greece, ibm. lofcs twenty thoufand men at 
Thermopylae, ibid, plunders the temple at 
Delphos, us. 7. plunders, and hums Athens, 
lii. 8. his vaft army defeated at Plate®, ui. 
8. abandons himfclf to plcafurcs, ibid, mur* 
deted while jlecping, Uiid. 


Xerxes II. murdered forty-five days after his 
accdlion, lii. 9. 

2 . 

Zeberdest khan, formerly taken prifoner 
by the Afghans, iii. 165. Ghiez taken by 
hini,m. 165, 166. Ben-Isfahan furrenders to 
him, iii. 166, 167. returns to Isfahan with 
boo^ and provifions, 111. 167. takes Shirafs, 

iii. 187. his eftate feized by AfhrelF, iii. 
219. 

ZcKARiAH KHAN, govcmor of Labor, meets 
Nadir with a large contribution, iv. 199. 
ordered by Nadir to furnilli his army with, 
provifions, iv. 203. 

ZoPYRUs, his^^urprifing ftratagem in betray- 
ing Babylon to Darius, iii. 5. 

ZoRAB KHAN, a Gcoi^an, promoted to the 
offices of treafurer and general by Add S)iah, 

iv. 295. fent by the Slwi to Ibrahim Myrza 
his brotlicr at Isfahan, ibid, trcacherouily 
killed there, ibid. 

ZoRusABct, the Jews return under his ton-* 
duit, wi. 3. 
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EXPLANATION 


Several foreign words in the four volumes. 

Note, D denotes Perfia. T. Turkey r i India, a Afafiani t* Taxtars 

^ fig fignfics. 

Note, 7be numerals refet to the •aolumes, and the figures to the pages 

A Bavots» It JO inkahitont: ef Bajai in Ktu» 

A bube.kcr, Omir, Ofraanand Ali, 111 240 hjlan,^ 

IV 120 fuccilTm cf Mahmmid ond Baytam, iv ao; a frjlml, I 
rahths l Bazar, 1 234 market flatt, p 

Adalln. 3 S ‘f fed, af tlr 

ran.’r«/yra;//D.van. I .8, I l;if r. 

aifGhTballaf Maball.de, Moaza, and Huf Bccalls, 1 127 Gr«m r«M r 

Ml, GheitelMl, aiaaa , JJonai)vis, iv 46 faarrfi r/ thiftrasbt T. 


A DUOeiKcr, -t- 

lY 130 fuectjsrs cf Mahmmtd and 

AiltCXx 3 S ftatfrfh, is fra rftb, 

Aeya ^ahl, iv 174 i& j'r‘> «/ J7> ‘ 

Afshars, ■ 232 irtit e/Tarurt 

Aivan, ec/iiincnly calUi Divan> i 109 an 

Alif'cheibcllaf, MalialLde, Mouza, anJHuf 

Zs^th/mmtdiMfutcJpr >f Mabctr- 
mtd, accerdmg to the PerfianSt p . ^ , 
Allah kenm, IV 105 the prcjidmt (jod, 

Allah akbab, iv 131 Gtd it iriatift, p 
Allah, IV 2,17 Gcd, T p t, &c 

Arrbbeat, iv i6o prefenttr cf petuicrsy^ 

AfhrciT, m *34 ^ 

Azof jah, IV J 4 I iiS tonitizir, i 
Aflotra, i 125 a ffa m the r 

Ath mat doulct, m 41 mm/er, p. 

B.anans « 3021 5/eIp3 3« 

Bakthiar, HI 127 fig. P 
Ualks, I iSo/r/mx, r 
Balouchcs i 253 a ini cf t itam 
Bannians, iv 72 tralin; pec/ie^ » 

Barranni, iv 164 n Itn^ i ati, i. 
hater. I a Lera, t 

Vot. IV 


Caalleans, i 171 inachints ta fmcle ulaeeo, ^ 
Caftan, iv 59 a teat ef / nsur, T 
Calentaf, J I97 m 2g eiUtiUr tf taxes, p 
Cal ph , See AbubcKar, Ida, 

Carack, m a pa I tax,^ 

CasOda, IV 51 the part m the feragha v.Lere 

princes are iept canfnti, T 
Civ ar. See Icra 

CIiainaavoi)crIjque, 1 S7 a eleararee,!, 
Charka, u 9 a tvp f r Irandu r 

Chcik, m 93 anaznegiiirstathehrisif tiT~ 

CUav Eldar, IV 26 father cf Ifraetl, fe-nSer 
cf tie Stjfe d)najlj, p 

Cher 0 s, HI 29 Je/ceiJ.d’iti ef Mai mneJ, 2 


EXPLANATION 

{ 

Kdh(i.eh;, i 249 wixuh guards p, 

Khaiars, i 193 anttent Bailnanst p 
Khaiaet, ui 4^ ^90 foit ef b /Mur, p 

Khan, 1 193,200 iit 53 Urd ernohU 
Khotbah, lu 57, 254 a prayr for tbt halib 
of the king, p 

Kia}z, IV 45, 332 deputy or heutenaut^T 
Kior filtan, lu 185 meeytdkrd^z^ 
Kirjima, I ic^\ fmallhsaU^p 
Kiflar aga, 11 91. ly 164 chef f the tu 
«uchs, T 

Kifveran, m 208 ^tar of viTgxnty p 
Kizii, 1 i6r red^ p 
Kouch kalefli, iv 80 hrd tojjtr T 
Koul, IV 2 a Jlave^ T 
Koulc I /20 a tneafurtt r 
Kouller I 231 m 84,216 chief of the 
faves^ T 

Kouruck, iv Z73 attendance oho char the 
P 

Kourrol, ;y 164 vanguardt p 
Kulams, (11 103 Cg JIaveSi ^t’der of foU 
diert, p 

Kumees, j 347 mares mtik fermented^ t 
Kurchi 6achf, 73 genoal f tbe besfeJd 
troops^ p 

Kurumfack, 1 234, a rafcal, p 
Kuzzicbafij, 11/ $0, 224 an order of feldeery^p, 

L 

Lack, IV 155 a hundred thoufand rupees^ i 
Lats, IV 62 inhahitanis of the coajl of tbe 
black fea 

Loobkas, j 57 beats, r, 

IrOtkas, / 18 matts, r 

M 

Magi, in 23 S^/Pcrfees 
Maimoundgi, iv 141 a quack doSlor, 1 
Malck, Shafi, Hanbal, and Abul Hanifa, iv 
126 Tuihjb dcliors 

Alalika al Zuman , iv 172 fig queen of the 
times, I 

Alanfubdars, iv 184 pui tc offices t, t 

Manna, 1 129 a feed, i 

iVIatim, IV 190 death, p 

MeiJan, in 65 afquare, p 

^limbaihis, jv 7 cormanderof a tbiufand,p 

See Hazarri 

Mtr Bukhfhi, m 68 gtneral payn ajier, p 
Mir chekar bachf, tir 33 grand veneur,anjwerj 
ta ear tnafler of the buck bautsds, p 


OF FOREIGN WORDS. 

Moram', III 247 aUin u prajin, T 
Moghol poura. ii- 179 Tanar Mijih, I 
MOrri/a ali, jy J30 See AIi 
Mourclia, ivi ijg an inirinthmtnt, i 
Mourn fcunduram, i 3S4 ixtingujbtn cf 
candles, afeSl, p 

Mufti III J48 IV 45 the firjl ecclefiajbc, T. 
Muhallils, iv 137 eolleSlors of taxes, p 
Muhofiz, IV 236 governar of a citadel, T 
Mullah, I 266 ill 35,72 lig a guide or di 
teilor, aprteft,p 

Mullah faalhi, tv 126 high pnejl, orfirflec- 
elefiajlic, p 

Muftaphi, J 23 a ivrs/er, p 
Muftafi Miemalck, i 336 general overfeer of 
tbe empire, p 

Mytza, ni 31 a writer, after a name, alfo 
prince, p 

N 

Nachfathcma, 111 210 o foltmn deed on eath, p. 
Naptha, i 133 a httuminous matter 
Naemcts, / 226 felts of hair, p 
Naflakbcbi, ui 104 forlorn h pe of tbe Afg 
bans , alfs an order of foldters sn the Perftan 
army 

Naeflakhchi baflii, ly 172 the offietr v.bs 
males fetzures, p* 
l^evtoaz,i 343 new jears day, p 

O 

Oufmai, m 227 chief of tbo Lefgees, t 
Ordou cad), iv 99 tntendant of the army, T 
O/nra, ly 139 a prince or lord, 1 

P 

PadiOia, 111 243 IV 120 emperor, T, 

Pabr gnvjh, iv 176 graneries, i 
Pcirculb, IV 171, 184 free gift, 1 
Piclhkhanna, iv 153, royal tents, 1 
Pcleok, III 32 a felt, p. 

Ferfecs, III 98 wsrffippers of fire J// izagi 
ant Gebres 

Podcratchick, j 87 majltr earner, r 
PoderoTsioi t 85 order for bsrfes, r. 

Food, I 57 36 lbs Engljh, r 


Quafli* n 9 hqu r, r. 

R 

Ragani, 1 215 a royal decree, p 
Raldar, I 226 w. 230 toll gatbtrtrt, p 
U u 2 -Kcjj 



